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Ambtigcs ; ftd fumtna fcquar fafiigia rerunu 

IT is a praftice I have generally followed, te 
convcrfe in equal freedom with the defer- 
ving men of both parties j and it was never 
without fome contempt, that I have obferved 
perfons wholly out of employment afFe£l to do 

otherwifc. 

• Tn Anguft i7fO, a weekly paper, called, TAr Exa- 
miner, began to be publifhed. It M'as efteenicd to be 
the work of fjveral eminent hands ; among which were 
reckoned I ord Bolingbroke, Dr Atterbury, bifliop of 
Rocliefter, Mr Prior, and fome others However it came 
aho«t> the general opinion is, that th'fe pc-f;)ns pro- 
ceeded no further than to the firft tM-elve papers; after 
which it fcems to- be agreed, that the un lertakiiig was 
carried on by Dr Swift, who began with N© 13- and 
ended at N** 50* For although the paper continued 
many months after to be publin>ed, nnder the title of. Tie 
ExAMTNEK ; yet, bv the inequality of the performance^ 
it was manifeft to all judicious perfons^ that Dr Swift 
had not the ioaft (hare in them. DuhVu tditioft* 

As No 13 was the firft of thefe papers written by Dr 
Swift, N« 44- 'Was the laft. Six more have been print-* 
ed in the Irifli edition ; which is a proof, among many o- 
thers, that he was not the edi*«oK In a letter of his to 
Stella, dared Juae 7. 171 1, the day on which the Examl. 
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a The EXAMINER. No 13. 

otherwifc, I doubted, whether any man could 
owe fo much to the fide he was of, although he 
were retained by it; but without fome great 
point of intereft, either in pofleflion or profpe£t, I 

thought 

net, N« 44. was pnblifbed, there is the following para- 
graph. «< As for the IISxaminer, J have heard a whif* 
** per, that after xhat of this day» which teLs what this 
«' parliament has done^ you will hardly find them fo 
•« good : I prophefy they will be trafli for the future ; and 
^ mrtfainkt in this day's Examjn. r, the author talks 
«' doubtfully, as if he would write no more ; fo that if 
«* they go on, they may probably be by fome other hand : 
*' which, in my opinion, is a thoufand pities; but who 
■«< can help it? Obferve whether rhe change be difcover- 
«< ed in l>«blin ; only for your own curio(ity, that is alL* 
In a fubfequcnt letter, dated Augnft 24. he fays, " The 
*• Examiner has been down this month, and was very filly 
« the five or fix laft papers." Haivkef. 

The Examiner was a weekly paper in defence of the 
Tory miniftry. This paper, as it was carried on by 
fome very eminent hands, having obtained a vogue. 
Swift took up the characfler of the Exumimr, and com- 
menced a regular f cries of politics with N° 13. Novem- 
ber 2. 1710; and having completed the main defign 
which firft engaged him in the undertaking, with N^ 44. 
June 7. 1 71 1, and taken his leave of the town, as ap- 
pears from the two laft paragraphs of that number, he 
dropt the charadler of the Examiner, and never more 
wrote another paper —— There was a paper indeed ftill 
fupported under the title of the Examiner ; but it funk 
immediately into rudenefs and ill manners: and, what 
is ftill more, 1 can take upon me to aflcrt from undeni* 
able authority, even from the authority of Dr Swift 
himfel^ that in fadt the fcurrility in thofe papers was 
encouraged by the miniftry. In ihort, the fubfequent 
f^xttmSMtrs were written by fome under-fpurleathers in 

the 
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tbougbt it was the mark of a low and narrow fpirit. 
It is hard, that for (bme weeks paft I hava 
been forced in my own defence to follow a pro-> 
ceeding that I hare fo much condemned in o^ 
thers. But feveral of my acquaintance among 
the declining party are grown fo infufferably pec-^ 
viih and fplenetic, profefs fuch violent appfehen- 
fions for the public, and reprefent the ftite of 
things in fuch formidable ideas, that I find my- 
felf difpofed to ihare in their affli&ioBS ; although 
I know them to be groundlefs and imaginary^ 
or, which is worfe, purely affe£led. To offer 
them comfort one by one, would be not only ai^ 
cndlefs, but a difbbliging talk. Some of thenit 
1 am convinced, would be lefs melancholy i£ 
there were more occafion. I (hall therefore, in- 
itead of hearkening to farther complaints, cn^ 
ploy fome part of this paper for the future in let- 
ting fuch men fee, that their natural or acquired 
fears are Ungrounded, and their artificial ones as 
ill-intended ; that all Our prefent inconvenienciet 
are the confequence of the very counfels they fo 
much admire, which would ftill have increafed 
if thofe had continued ^ and that neither out 
eonititution in church or ftate could probably 
bave been long preferved, without fuch metbodi 
as have been already taken. 

A a The 

tlie city, mmd were de&g^ed merely as proper returns ta 
tlioie Grubftreet invedtives which were thrown oat »- 
gainft the adminiftration by the authors of the Medley', 
the Efigli/rmM, and fome other abnfire detraiftiag pa- 
yers of the like ftamp. SnoifU 



4 The EXAMINER. N^ ij* 

The late revolutions at court hare given room 
to fomc fpccious objcftions, which I have heard 
Tepeated by well-meaning men, juft as they had 
taken them up on the credit of others, who have 
worfe defigns. They wonder the Queen would 
chufe to change her minidry at this jun&ure, 
and thereby give uneafinefs to a general^ who 
hath been fo long fuccefsful abroad, and might 
think himfelf injured if the entire miniftry were 
not of his own nomination ; that there were few 
complaints of any confequence againft the late ' 
men in power, and none at all in parliament, 
which, on the contrary, paffed votes in favour of 
the chief minifler ; that if her Majefty had a 
mind to introduce the other party, it would have 
been more feafonable after a peace, which now 
vre have made defperate by difpiriting the French, 
who rejoice at thefe changes, and by the fall of 
our credit, which unqualifies us for carrying on 
the war -, that the parliament^ fo untimely dif- 
folved, had been diligent in their fupplies, and 
dutiful in their behaviour ; that one confequence 
of thefe changes appears already in the fall of 
the flocks ; that we may foon expeft more and 
worfe 5 and laftly, that all this naturally tends to 
break the fettlement of the crown, and call over 
the Pretender. 

- Thefe, and the like notions, are plentifully 
tcattered abroad by the malice of a ruined party,, 
to render the Queen and her adminiftration odi- 
ous, and to inflame the nation. And thefe arc 
wbat^ upon occafion, I (hall endeavour to over- 
throw^ 
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throw, by difcovering the falfchood and abfurdw 
tj of them. 

It is a great unhappinefs when, in a goyenu* 
ment confiituted like ours, it (hould be fo brought 
about, that the continuance of a war muft be for 
the intereft of vaft numbers, (civil as well as mi- 
litary), who otherwife would have been as un- 
known as their original. I think our prefent con- 
dition of affairs is admirably defcribed by two 
Terfes in Lucan : 

Hmc ufura vcrax^ avidumaue in tempore foenus^ 
Hinc concujfa fides ^ et tnultis utile helium* 

Which, without any great force upon the words^ 
may be thus tranflated : 

** Hence are derived thofe exorbitant intereftg 
•• and annuities ; hence thofe large difcounts for 
*' advance and prompt payment j hence public 
<< credit is fhaken \ and hence great numbers 
** find their profit in prolonging the war." 

It is odd, that among a free trading people, 
as we call ourfelves, there fhould fo many be 
found to clofe in with thofe counfcls, who have 
been ever averfe from all -overtures towards a 
peace : But yet there is no great myftery in the 
matter. Let any man obferve the equipages in 
the town, he fliall find the greater number of 
diofe, who make a figure, to be a fpecies of men 
quite different from any that were ever known 
before the revolution \ confiiling either of gene- 
rals and colonels, or of thofe whofe whole for- 
tunes lie in funds and flocks^ fo that poiver^ 
A 3 which. 
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whichi according to the old maxim, was ufed to 
follow lanJf is now gone over to money ; and the 
country-gentleman is in the condition of a young 
heir, out of whofe cftate a fcrivener receives hatf 
the rents for intercft, and hath a mortgage on the 
whole ; and is therefore always ready to feed his 
vices and extravagancies^ while there is any thing 
left. So that if the war continue fome years 
longer, a landed man will be little beUer than a 
farmer of a rack-rent to the army and to the pu« 
blic funds. 

It may perhaps be worth inquiring, from what 
beginnings, and by what fteps, we have been 
brought into this defperate condition : And in 
fearch of this we muft run up as high as the Re- 
Tolution. 

Moft of the nobility and gentry, who inyited 
orer the Prince of Orange, or attended him in 
his expedition, were true lovers of their country, 
and its conftitution, in church and (late $ and 
were brought to yield to thofe breaches in the 
fucceffion of the crown, out of a regard to the 
ncceflity of the kingdom and the fafcty of the 
people, which did, and could only, make them 
lawful i but without intention of drawing fuch a 
pradiice into precedent, or making it a ftanding 
meafure by which to proceed in all times to come) 
and therefore we find their counfels ever tended 
to keep things, as much as poffible, in the old 
courfe. But foon after, a fet of men, who had 
nothing to lofe, and had neither borne the bur- 
then or heat oF the day, found means to whifper 

in 
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in the Sling's ear, that the principles of loyalty 
in the church of England were wholly inconfifU 
cnt with the Revolution. Hence began the early 
pra£):ice of careiling the diflenters, reviling the 
univerfities, as maintainers of arbitrary power^ 
and reproaching the clergy with the do^rines of 
divine right, p^JJive obedience, and mn^rejijiance. 
At the fame time, in order to fallen wealthy 
people to the new government, they propofed 
thofe pernicious expedients of borrowing money 
by vaft premiums, and at exorbitant intereft : A 
pradice as old as Eumenes, one of Alexander's 
captains, who, fetting up for himfelf after the 
death of his mailer, perfuaded his principal offi* 
cers to lend him great fums \ after whicif they 
were forced to follow him for their own fecurity. 
This introduced a number of new dextrous men 
into bufinefs and credit. It was argued, that the 
war could not laft above two or three campaigns; 
and that it was eafier for the fubje£ls to raife a 
fund for paying intereft, than to tax them annu- 
ally to the full expenceof the war. Several per- 
ibns, who had fmall or incumbered eftates, fold 
thcm^ and turned their money into thofe funds^ 
to great advantage : Merchants, as well as other 
monied men, finding trade was dangerous, pur^ 
fued the fame method. But the war continuing, 
and growing more expenfi ve, taxes were increafed, 
and funds multiplied every year, till they have 
arrived at the monftrous height we now behold 
them ; and that, which was at firil a corruption, 
as at laft grown ncccffary, and what every good 

fubjefl 
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fubjcft will now fall in with, although he may 
be allowed to wifh it might foon have an end ; be- 
caufe it is with a kingdom as with a private for- 
tune, where every new incumbrance adds a double 
weight. By this means the wealth of the nation, 
that ufed to be reckoned by the value of land, is 
now computed by the rife and fall of (locks: and 
although the foundation of credit be dill the fame, 
and upon a bottom that can never be ihaken, and 
although all intereft be duly paid by the public; 
yet, through the contrivance and cunning of 
Jfock-Johh^rs, there hath been brought in fuch a 
complication of knavery and cozenage, fuch a 
myftery of iniquity, and fxh an unintelligible 
jargon of terms to involve it ift, as were never 
known in any other age or country in the world. 
I have heard it affirmed by perfbns {killed in thefc 
calculations, that if the funds appropriated to the 
payment of intereft and annuities were added to 
the yearly taxes, and the four-fhilling aid ftridly ' 
exadied in all counties of the kingdom, it would 
very near, if not fully, fupply the occafions of 
the war; at leaft fuch a part as, in the opinion 
of very able perfons, had been at that time pru- 
dent not to exceed. For I make it a queftion, 
whether any wife prince or ftate, in the continu- 
ance o£ a war, which was not purely defenfive, 
cr immediately at his own door, did ever propofc 
that his expence fhould perpetually exceed what 
be was able to impofe annually upon his fubjedls ? 
Neither, if the war laft many years longer, do I 
fee how the nest generation will be able to be- 
gin 
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gin another ; which,' in the courfc of human af- 
fairS) and according to the various intercfts and 
ambicton of princes, may be a» necefTary for 
them, as it hath been for us. And if our fathers 
had left us as deeply involved as wc are likely 
to leave our children, I appeal to any man, what 
fort of figure wc fhould have been able to make 
thefe twenty years pad. Befides, neither our 
enemies nor allies are upon the fame footing with 
us in this particular. France and Holland, our 
nearefl neighbours, and the fartheft engaged^ 
will much fooner recover themfelves after a war : 
The firft, by the abfolute power of the prince^ 
whoy being mafter of the lives and fortunes of 
his fubjeds, will quickly find expedients to pay 
his debts ; and fo will the other, by their prur 
dent adminiftration, the greatnefs of their trade, 
their wonderful parfimony, the willingnefs of 
their people to undergo all kinds of taxes, and 
their juftice in applying as well as coUefting 
them. But above all, we are to confider, that 
France and Holland fight on the continent, ei- 
ther upon or near their own territories, and the 
greateft part of the money circulates among 
themfelves j whereas ours crofTes the fea, either 
to Flanders, Spain, or Portugal ; and every pen- 
ny of it, whether in fpecie or returns, is fctmuch 
loft to the nation for ever. 

Upon thcfe confiderations alone, it was the 
moft prudent courfe imaginable in the Queen, 
to lay hold of the dlfpofition of the people for 
changing the parliament and mfniilry at thi« 

juncture. 
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jlin£Vure» and extricating herfelf as foon as pof* 
fible out of the pupillage of thofei who found 
their accounts only in perpetuating the i^ar. 
Neither have we the lead reafon to doubt, but 
the enfuing parliament will aiTift her MAjBSTt 
with the utmoft vigour^ until her enemies again 
be brought to fue for peace, and again offer fuch 
terms as will make it both honourable and laft- 
ing) only with this difference, that the miofe 
ftry perhaps will not again refufe them* 

Audiii pugnas vitio partntum 

Rara Juventuu 

N^ 14. ThurlUay, November 9. ijlOt 

JC ^uihuS hi Vacrsaj iwpleni J^rm^uihus aures^ 
Hi narrat/i ftrufit aiio : merjurttque fiifi 
Crefcit, et auff/trs aliguid novus adjicit MUtor, 
J Ilk eredalitas, ilUc tewerarius error, 
Van.ique Idt/tia eft, eenfternntigue tt mores, 
Seditic^ue recens, dubioque autore fufurri, 

1AM prevailed on, through the importunity 
of friends, to interrupt the fcheme I had be- 
gun in my laft paper, by an effay upon the art 
ci political lying.. We are told the devil is thefa^ 
ther of lies y and was a liar from the beginning : So 
that, beyond contradiftion, the invention is oldj 
and, which is more, his firft effay of it was pure- 
ly /^//V/Vflf/, employed in undermining the autho- 
rity of his prince, and feducing the third part of 
the fubjefts from their obedience j for which h^ 
^as driven down from heaven, where, as Milton 
exprefleth it, he had been Viceroy of a great 

wejiern 
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^ejlern province ; and forced to exerdfe his ta« 
lent in inferior regions, among 9ther fnlUnJpirits^ 
or poor deluded men^ whom he (till daily tempts 
to bis ownjtriy and will ever do fo, till he be 
ihained in the bottomlefs pit. 

But although the devil be the father of //>/, h€ 
teems, like other great inventors, to have loft 
mncli of his reputation by the contimial improve^ 
inents that have been made upon him. 

Who firft reduced lying into an art, and adapt- 
ed it to politics^ is not fo clear from hiftory \ al- 
though I have made fome diligent inquiries. I 
{hall therefore confider it only according to the 
modern fyftem, as it hath been cultivated thefe 
twenty years paft in the fouthern part of our 
own iiland* 

The poets tell us, that after the giants were 
overthrown by the gods, the earth in revenge 
produced her laft offspring, which was Fame* 
And the fable is thus interpreted: That when 
tumults and feditions are quieted, rumours and 
falfe reports are plentifully fpread through a na- 
tion. So that by this account lying is the laft re- 
lief of a routed f earth-born, rebellious party, in a 
ftate. But here the modems have made great ad- 
ditions, applying this art to the gaining of power 
and preferving it, as well as revenging them- 
felves after they have loft it ; as the fame inftru- 
ments are made ufe of by animals to feed them- 
felves when they are hungry, and to bite thofe 
that tread upon them. 

But the &91C genealogy cannot always be ad- 
mitted 
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milted fox poUticoi lylngi I (hall therefore deCre 
to refine upon it, by adding fome circumllances 
of its birth and parents. A political lie is feme- 
times born out of a difcarded ilatef man's head| 
and thence delivered to be nurfed and dandled by 
the rabble. Sometimes it is produced a moniler, 
and licked into fhape : at other times it comes in- 
to the world completely formed, and is fpoiled 
in the licking. It is often born an infant in the 
regular way, and requires time to mature it, and 
often it fees the light in its full growthj but dwin- 
dles away by degrees. Sometimes it is of noble 
birth"; andfometimes the fpawn oinjlock-jobber. 
Here it fcreams aloud at the opening of the 
womb \ and there it is delivered with a ivbifper. 
I know a //>, that now difturbs half the kingdom 
with its noife, which, although too proud and 
great at prefent to own its parents, I can re- 
member its nuhifper^hood. To conclude the na- 
tivity of this monfter ; when it comes into the 
world without ^Jling^ it is flill-born j and when- 
ever it lofes its Jling, it dies. 

No wonder if an infant fo miraculous in its 
birth ihould be deftined foi great adventures; 
and accordingly we fee it hath been the guardian 
fpirit of 'Si prevailing party for almoft twenty years. 
It can conquer kingdoms without fighting, and 
fometimes with the lofs of a battle. It gives and 
refumes employments*, can fink a mountain to a 
a mole-hill, and raife a mole-hill to a mountain; 
hath prefided for many years at committees of 
deftions; can wafh a Wo^i-^nw^rwhite; make 

a 
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a faint of an atheift, and a patriot of a profligate^ 
can furnifli foreign minifters with intelligence ; 
and raife or let fall the credit of the nation. This, 
goddefs flies with a huge looking-glafs in her 
hands to dazzle the croud; and make them fee, 
according as fhe turns it, their ruin in their in- 
tereft, and their intereft in their ruin. In this 
glafs you will behold your heft friends clad in 
coats powdered ^xxSxjleurs de lis and triple cro*ums^ 
their girdles hung round with chains ^ and beads^ 
and ivooden ffjoes ; and your worft enemies adorn- 
ed with the enfigns of liberty ^ property^ indulgence^ 
moderation y and a cornucopia in their hands. Her 
large wings, like thofe of a flying fifli, are of no 
ufe but while they are moid ; fhe therefore dips 
them in mnd^ and foaring aloft, fcatters it in the 
eyes of the multitude, flying with great fwift- 
nefs ; but at every turn is forced to ftoop in dirty 
ways for new fupplies. 

I have been fometimes thinking, if a man had 
the art of xhc fecond Jight for feeing //Vx, as they 
have in Scotland for feeing fpirits, how admir- 
ably he might entertain himfelf in this town by 
obferving the different fhapes, (izes, and colours 
of thofe fwarms of //>j, which buzz about the 
heads of fome people^ like flies about a horfe's 
ears in fummer-, or thofe legions hovering every 
afternqon in Exchange- Alley, enough to darken 
the air; or over a club of difcontented grandees, 
and thence fent down in cargoes to be fcattered 
at ele£l:ions. 
There is one eflTcntial point wherein TipoHtical liar 
Vol. III. B differs 
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dlrffers from others et the faculty \ that ke cmf^t 
«D have but a ftiort memory, which is neoeflky 
according to the various occafions be meets with 
tfvery hour of differing from himfelfi and fwear* 
ingto both fides df a contradidlion, as be finds the 
perfons difpofed with whom he bath to deal, 
in defcribing the Tirtucs and vices of mankifid} 
It is convenient, upon every article, to have font 
•minent perfon in our eye, from whom we copy ' 
•ur defcriprion. I have ftridly obfer^od thit 
rmle \ and my imagination this minute reprefecitt 
befimre me a certain great man ^, famous for this 
talent, to the conftantpra£lice of wbichbe owes 
his twenty years reputation of the nrioft ikiKul 
head in England for the management of nice a& 
lairs. The fuperiority of his genius confifts in 
nothing elfe, but an inexhauftible fund ofpoliticMl 
M0S, which he plentifuHy diftributes every nfi- 
nute he fpeaks, and by an uirparalleled genefo- 
fity forgets, and confequently contradiils, the 
next half hour. He never yet confidcred, whe- 
ther any propofition were true or falfe, bot whe-» 
tber it were convenient for the prefcnt minute 
or company to affirm or deny it ; fo that if you 
Ihink fit to refine upon him, by interpreting c* 
very thing he fays, as we do dreams, by the con- 
trary, you are ftill to feek, and wiH find yourfdf 
equally deceived whether you believe or net: The 
only remedy is to fuppofc, that you have heard 
feme rnarticuhte (bunds, without any meaning art 
all; and befides, that will take off the horror you 

mright 
• The lateJEarf of Whartoa. 
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miglit be apt to conceive at the oaths^ wherewidi 
lie perpetually tag^both ends oi c^zrj propqfihan.t 
aMiough at the fame tmie, I diink, he caonoc 
with any jnftice be taxed with perjury, when he 
invokes God and Chrii)r; becaifife he hsKth often 
fairly gtren public notice to the workl^ that be 
belicTes in neither. 

Some people may think, that fucK 2Xi accoaiM- 
pUfliment as^this can be of no great ufe to the 
•wser, or hisparty, after it hath been often psac» 
tifed and is^ become notonous ; but they are widcf 
If JBtifiakefl. Few Bts carry the inventox's mark; 
mdthemoA proftitute enemy to truth may fprcad 
ar thou£iiittl,, without being known for the authors 
Befidee, as the vileft writer hath Us readers, f# 
the greatdl liar hath his belierers \ and it o&ern 
happens, tJiat if a /re be believed only for an hour^ 
it hath done its work, and there is no fartber oc** 
cafioa for ic Falfehood fiies^ and /n^ comes 
limping after it ; fe that when men come to be 
undeceived^ it is too late % the jeft is over, and 
tiie taJe has had its e#e& : Like a man, who has 
thought of a good repartee, wben the diicourfe 
is clanged, or the company parted; or like a 
pbyfician, who hath found out asiiinfaUible Vttt^ 
dicine, after the padent is de^. 

Coniidering that natural difpofition ui many 
men to Kej and in. multitudes to bdkve^ I have 
been perplexed what to do with, that maxim fo 
fie<|uent in every body^s mouth, That truth will 
nt la/f prevail. Here hath this ifiand of ours, for 
l^e greateft part of twenty- years^ lain under the 
B 2 influence 
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influence of fuch counfels and perfons^ wliofe 
principle and intereft it was to corrupt our man- 
ners, blind our underftanding, drain our wealthi 
and in time dedroy our conftitution both in 
church and flate ; and we at lad were brought 
to the very brink of ruin ; yet, by the means of 
perpetual reprefentations, have never been able 
to diilinguifli between our enemies and friends. 
We have feen a great part of the^nation*s mo- 
ney got into the hands of thofe, who, by their 
birth, education, and merit, could pretend no 
higher than to wear our liveries ; while others^ 
who, by their credit, quality, and fortune, were 
only able to give reputation and fuccefs to the Re- 
volution, were not only laid afide as dangerous 
and ufelefs, but loaden with the fcandal of Jaco- 
bites, men of arbitrary principles ^ zxiA penftonen 
to France ; while truth, who is faid to lie in a 
nuelly feemed now to be buried there under % 
heap of ftones. But I remember, it was an u- 
fual complaint among the Wh'igs^ that the bulk 
of the landed men was not in their interells, 
which fome of the wifeftlooked on as an ill omen; 
and we faw it was with the utmoft difficulty that 
they could preferve a majority, while the court 
and miniitry were on their fide, till they had learn- 
ed thofe admirable expedients for deciding elec- 
tions, and influencing dillant boroughs by />i?'zi;^r- 
ful motives from the city. Jjut all this was mere 
forte and conftraint, however upheld by moft 
dextrous artifice and management, until the peo- 
ple began to apprehend their properties, their re/i* 

gion. 
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\iony and the monarchy itfelf^ 
aw them greedily laying hold 6s 
ion to interpofe. But of this mig^ 
he difpofitiona of the people I fli^ 
nore at large in fome following papcV^ 
n I fhall endeavour to undeceive or 
hofe deluded or deluding perfons, who h( 
pretend it is only a (hort madnefs in the vulgar, 
Tom which they may foon recover ; whereas, I 
jelieve, it will appear to be very different in its 
:aufes, its fymptoms, and its confequences ; and 
prove a great example to illuftrate the maxim I 
lately mentioned, That tri^ti (however, fome- 
times late) will at laJT prevail. 

No ly. Thurfday, November i6. 17 lo. 

■ fnedioque ut limite curras, 
Jcare, ait, moneo : ne fi demijjior ibis, 
Vnda gravet fennas ; fi celfior, ignis aduraU 

IT muft be avowed, that for fome years paft, 
there have been few things more wanted in 
England than fuch a paper, as this ought to be ; 
and fuch as I will endeavour to make it, as long 
as it (hall be found of any ufe, without entering 
into the violences of either party. Confidering 
the many gricfvous mifreprefentations of perfons 
and things, it is highly requifite, at this junfture, 
that the people throughout the kingdom fhouW, 
if poffible, be fet right in their opinions by fome 
impartial hand, which hath never been yet at- 
tempted ; thofe who have hitherto undertaken it, 
B 3 being. 
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ing, upon every account, the leaft ^alified of 
all human kind for fuch a work. 

We lire here under a limited monarchy, ati4 
imder the doflrme and difcipline of an excellent 
church. We are unhappily divided into two par- 
ties, both which pretend a mighty zeal for our 
religion and government, only they difagrce about 
the means. The evils we muft fence agam-ft^ 
are on one fide fonatictfm and infidelity in seli*-^ 
gion, and anarchy, under the name of comp' 
monwealtb, in government ; on the other (iik^ 
popery, flavery, and the Pretender from France:^ 
Now, to inform and direct us in our fentiments. 
upon thefe weighty points, here aire on one fide 
two ftupid illiterate fcribblcrs, both of them Jana^ 
tics by profeffion, I mean the Review and 06/er^ 
-vator : on the other fide, we have an open Non^ 
Juror *, whofe charafter and perfon, as well as. 
learning and good fenfe, difcovered upon other 
fubjefts, do indeed deferve refpef! and efteem \ 
but his Rehearfaly and the reft of his political 
papers, are yet more pernicious than thofe of 
the former two. If the generality of the peo- 
ple know not how to talk or thin\^ until they 
have read their kjfon in the papers of the week, 
what a misfortune is it, that their duty Ihould 
be conveyed to them through fuch vehicles as 
thofe ? For, let fome gentlemen think what they 
pleafe, I cannot but fufpeft, that the two wor* 
thies I firft mentioned have, in a degree, done 
xnifchicf among us ; the mock authoritative nian- 

ncf 
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ner of the one, and the infipul mtrtfa of the a» 
tbcr, however infvpportaUe to reaibnaUe ears^ 
being of a lerel wkh great aumbers among the 
lowed part of mankind.- Neither was the au-» 
thor of the Rebeaffal^ while he continued that 
ps^r, lefs infe£iious to many perfons of better 
figure^ who perhaps were as well qualified^ and 
much lets pce^ioed, to judge for themfidves. 

It was thia reafon that mored me to take the 
matter out of thofe raugh^ as well as thofe ^rty 
hvHb \ to let the remote and uninftruded part 
of the nation fee, that they have been mifled oit 
both fides by mad ridicuk>i«s extremes, at a wide 
diftance on each {ide from, the truth ^ while the 
right path is fo broad and plain^ a& to be eafrly 
kept, if ihey were once put into it* 

Further^ i had lately entered on a refolution 
to take very little notice of other papers, unle& 
it were fuch, where the malice and faUehood had 
b great a mixture of wit and ^irit, as would 
make them dangerous; which, in the prefent 
circle of feribblers, from twelve-pence to a half- 
penny, I could eafiliy forefee would not very fire*-^ 
quently occitr. But here again I am forced to* 
difpenle with my refolution, although it be on^ 
]y to tell my reader what meafures I am like to 
take on fuch occafions for the future.. I was told 
that the paper> called, The OhfervatoTy was twice 
filled laft week with remarks upon a late Exami^ 
ner. Thefe I read with the firft opportunity, and, 
to fpesdc in the news-writers phrafe, they give 
xne Qcca^Qfufor manyJ^HuliOi^m. I obferved with 

fingular 
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fingular plcafure the nature of thofe things^ which 
the owners of them ufually call Anfwersy and 
with what dexterity this matchlefs author had 
fallen into the whole art and cant of them. To 
tranfcribe here and there three or four detached 
lines of leall weight in a difcourfe, and byafool- 
i(h comment miftake every fyllable of the mean- 
ing, is what I have known many of a fuperior 
clafs to this formidable adverfary, intitle, An An* 
fwer. This is what he hath exaftly done in a* 
bout thrice as many words as my whole difcourfe; 
which is fo mighty an advantage over me, that 
I fhall by no means engage in fo unequal a com- 
bat ; but, as far as I can judge of my own tern* 
per, entirely difmifs him for the future ; heartily 
wiihing he had a match exa6ily of his own fizc 
to meddle with, who (hould only have the odds 
bf truth and honefty, which, as I take it, would 
be an efFediual way to (ilence him for ever. Up- 
on this occafion I cannot forbear a fliort ftory 
of 2l fanatic farmery who lived in my neighbour- 
hood, and was fo great a difputant in religion, 
that the fervants in all the families thereabouts 
reported, how he had confuted the Bifhop and all 
his clergy. I had then a footman, who was 
fond of reading the Bible ; and I borrowed a 
comment for him, which he ftudied fo clofe, 
that in a month or two I thought him a match 
for xht farmer. They difputed at feveral houfes, 
with a ring of fervants and other people al^yays 
about them ; where Ned explained his texts fo 
full and clear to the capacity of his audience^ 

and 
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and fhcwed the inGgnificancy of his adverfary's 
cant to the meaneil underllanding, that he got 
the whole country of his fide ; and the farmer 
was cured of his itch of difputation for ever af- 
ter. 

The worft of it is, that this fort of outrage- 
ous party-writers I have fpoke of above, arc like 
a couple of make-bates, who inflame fmall quar- 
rels by a thoufand (lories, and by keeping fricnd« 
at a diftance, hinder them from coming to a good 
underftanding ; as they certainly would, if they 
were fufFered to meet and debate between thcm- 
felves : For, let any one examine a reafonable, ho- 
neft man, of either fide, upon thofe opinions in 
religion and government, which both parties dai- 
ly buffet each other about 5 he fliall hardly find 
one material point in difference between them. 
I would be glad to a(k a queftion about two great 
men of the late miniftry, how they came to be 
Whig! ? and by what figure of fpeech half-a-do- 
xen others, lately put into great employments, 
can be called Tories ? I doubt whoever would fuit 
the definition to the perfons, muft make it di- 
reftly contrary to what we underftood it at the 
time of the Revolution. 

In order to remove thefe mifapprchenfions a- 
mong us, I believe it will be neceffary, upon oc- 
cafion, to dcteft the malice and falfehood of fomc 
popular maxims, which thofe idiots fcatter from 
the prefs twice a-week, and draw a hundred ab- 
furd confequences from them. 

For example 5 I have heard it often objefted 

ag 
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his fuppofed ifather ; which is a piece of /ecret 
hijlory that I hope will one day fee the light; 
and I am fure it (hall, if ever 1 am mailer of it, 
without regarding nvhofe ears may t'tnghm But at 
prefent the word pretender is a term of art in their 
profelFion. A fecretary of ftate csinnot de/ire leave 
to re/igfij hut the Pretender is at hottom j the 
Queen cannot diflblve a parliament, but it is a 
plot to dethrone herfelf and bring in the Pretend- 
er ; half a fcore flock-jobbers are playing the 
Imave in Exchange-Alley, and there goes the 
Pretender with Tifportge, One would be apt to 
think, they bawl out the Pretender fo often to 
take off the terror, or tell fo many lies about hira 
to flacken our caution, that when he is really 
coming, by their connivance^ we may nc»t believe 
them as the boy ferved the fliepherds about the 
coming of the nvolfi or perhaps they fcare us with 
the Pretender, becaufe they think we may he 
Kke fome difeafes, that come with a fright. Do 
they not believe, that the Queen's prefent mini- 
ftry love her Majefty, at leaft as well as fome 0* 
ihers loved the church ? And why is it not at 
great a mark of difpffeBion now, to fay the ^een 
is /// danger^ as it was fome months agcTto affirm 
the fame of the church ? Suppofe it be a falfe o- 
pinion, that the Quern's right is hereditary and 
indefeafthh ; yet how is it poffible, that thofe who 
hold and believe fuch a doftrine, can be in the 
Pretender's intcreft ? His title is weakened by 
every argument- that ftrengthens her's : It is as 
plain as the words of an ad of parliament can 

make 
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make it, that her prefent Majefty is heir to the 
furvivor of the late King and Queen her fifter : 
Is not that an hereditary right ? What need 
we explain it any further ? I have known an ar- 
ticle of faith expounded in much loofcr and more 
general terms, and that by an author whofe o- 
pinions are very much followed by a certain par- 
ty *. Suppofe we go further, and examine the 
word indefeaftble^ with which fome writers of 
late have made themfelves fo merry: I confefs, 
it is hard to conceive how any law, which the 
fuf)reme power makes, may not by the fame 
power be repealed ; fo that I fhall not determine, 
whether the Queen's right be indcfeafthUy or no. 
But this I will maintain, that whoever affirms 
it fo, is not guilty of a crime ; for in that fet- 
tlement of the crown after the Revolution, where 
the prefent Majefty is in remainder, there arc 
(as near as I can remember) thefe remarkable 
words, ^0 ivhich nve hind ourfelves and our pofle^ 
rityfor eH>er. Lawyers may explain this, or call 
them words of form as they pleafe ; and rcafon- 
ers may argue, that fuch an obligation is againft 
the very nature of government ; but a plain read- 
er, who takes the words in their natural mean- 
ing, may be excufed in thinking a right fo con- 
firmed is indefeafihle ; and if there be any abfur- 
dity in fuch an opinion^ he is not to anfwer for it. 

P. S. When this paper was going to the prefs, 
the printerbroughtme two more Gbfcrvatorsy 
Vol. III. ^ C wholly 

• Dr Surnet bilhop of Sarum. 
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wholly taken up in my Exatttiner upon lying, 
which I was at the pains^o read ; and they 
•re juft fuch an anfwer, as the two others I 
have mentioned. This is all I have to fay 
on that matter. 
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fl^r fimt heni erves ? Qui hellt, qu) domi ie f atria btne 
merentes^ nifi qui- patrid btneficia meminetfmnt ^ 

TWill employ this prefent paper upon a fuh- 
jeft, which of late hath very much affefted 
me, which I have confidered with a good deal of 
application, and made feveral inquiries about a- 
mong thofe perfons, who, I thought, were heft 
able to inform me ; and if I deliver my fenti- 
ments with fome freedom, I hope it will be for- 
given, while I accompany it with that tendernefs 
which fo nice a point requires. 

I faid in a former paper (No 13.) that one 
fpecious objection to the late removals at court 
was the fear of giving uneafinefs to a General, 
who hath been long fuccefsful abroad : and ac- 
cordingly, the common clamour of tongues and 
pens, for fome months paft, hath run agamft the 
bafenefs, the inconftancy, and ingratitude of the 
whole kingdom to the Duke of Marlborough, in 
return of the moft eminent fervices that ever 
were performed by a fubjeft to his country j not 
to be equalled in hiflory : And then, to be fure, 
fome bitter ftroke'of detradlion againfl: Alexan- 

; der 
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der and Caefar, who never did ns tlie lead in* 
jury. Befides, the people, who read Plutarch, 
come upon us with parallels drawn from the 
Greeks and Romans, who ungratefully dealt with 
I know not how many of their moft deferving 
generals : while the pro founder politicians have 
feen panxphlets, where Tacitus and Machiavel 
have been quoted to (hew the danger of too ^5- 
fplendent a merit, if a iiranger fliould hear thefe 
furious outcries of ingratitude againft our Gene- 
ral, without knowing the particulars, he would 
be apt to inquire, where was his tomb, or whe«^ 
ther he were allowed Chriftian L urial ? not doubt- 
ing but we had put him to feme ignominious death* 
Or, hath he been tried for his life, and very nar- 
rowly efcaped ? Hath he been accufed of high 
crimes and mifdemeanours ? Hath the prince feiz- 
ed on his eilate, and left him to ftarve ? Hath he 
been hooted at, as he pafied the Rreets, by an 
ungrateful rabble ? Have neither honours, offices, 
nor grants been conferred on him or his family ? 
Have not he and they been barbaroufly ftripped 
of them all? ' Have not he and his forces been ill 
paid abroad ? And doth not the prince, by a fcan- 
tj limited com mi (lion, hinder him from purfu- 
ing his own methods in the conduft of the war? 
Hath he no power at all of difpofmg of commif- 
fions as he pleafeth ? Is he not feverely ufed by 
the mini dry or parliament, who yearly call him 
to a firiGt account? Hath the fenate ever thank- 
ed him for good fuccefs \ and have they not al- 
ways publicly cenfured him for the leaft mifcar- 
C 2 riagc? 
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riage ? — Will the accufers of the nation join ifluc 
upon any of thefe particulars^ or tell us in what 
point our damnable fin of ingratitude lies? — Why, 
it is plain and clear ; for while he is command- 
ing abroad, the Queen difTolves her parliament, 
and changes her miniflry at home ; in which uni' 
ver/al calamity no lefs than two perfons^ allied by 
marriage to the General, have loft their places- 
Whence came this wonderful fympathy between 
the civil and military powers ? Will the troops 
in Flanders refufe to fight, unlefs they can have 
their own Lord Keeper, their own Lord Prefident 
of the council, their own Chief Governor of Ire- 
land, and their cwn parliament ? In a kingdom, 
where the people are free, how came they to be 
fo fond of having their counfels under the influ- 
ence of the army, or thofc that lead it ? who, 
in all well-inftituted ftates, had no commerce 
with the civil power, farther than to receive 
their orders, and obey them without referve. 

When a general is not fo popular, either in his 
mrmy or at home, as one might expeft from a 
long courfe of fuccefs ; it may perhaps be afcrib- 
ed to his wifclom^ or perhaps to his complexion. 
The pofTeflion of fonie one quality^ or a defeft 
in fome other y will extremely damp the people's 
favour, as well as the love of the foldiers. Be- 
fides, this is not an age to produce favourites of 
the people, while we live under a Queen, who 
cngrofleth all our love and all our veneration ; 
and where the only way for a great general or 
miniftcf to acquire any degree of fubordinate af- 
fection 
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fe£^ion from the public, muft be by all marks of 
the moft entire fubmijfion andrefpeB to her facred 
perfon and commands ; otherwife no pretence 
of great fervices, either in the field or the cabi- 
net, will be able to fcreen them from univerfal 
hatred. 

But the late miniftry was clofely joined to the 
General by friendfliip, intereft, alliance, inclina- 
tion, and opinion ; which cannot be affirmed of 
the prefent: and the ingratitude of the nation 
lieth in the people's joining as one man to wiih, 
that fuch a miniftry ftiould be changed. Is it not 
at the fame time notorious to the whole king- 
dom, that nothing but a tender regard to the 
General was able to prefcrve that miniftry fo long 
until neither God nor man could fufFer their con- 
tinuance ? Yet in the higheft ferment of things 
we heard few- or no refleftions upon this great 
commander ; but all feemed unanimous in wifli- 
ing, he might ftill be at the head of the confe- 
derate forces; only at the fame time, in cafe he 
were refolvedto refign, they chofe rather to turn 
their thoughts fomewhere elfe than throw up all 
in defpair. And this I cannot but add, in de- 
fence of the people with regard to the perfon we 
are fpeaking of, that in the high ftation he hath 
been for many years paft, his real defeEls (as no- 
thing human is without them) have, in a detraft- 
mg age, been very fparingly mentioned either in 
Hbels or converfation, and alt his fuccejfes very 
freely and univcrfally applauded. 

C -< There 
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There is an a£tive and pafliTe ingratitude : 
Applying both to this occafiony we may fay, the 
firll is, when a prince or people returns good 
fervices with cruelty or ill ufage ; the other is, 
when good fervices are not at ail, or very mean- 
ly, rewarded. We have already fpo&en of the 
former ; let us therefore, in the fecond place> ex- 
amine, how the fervices of our General have been 
lewarded ; and whether, upon that article^ either 
prince or people have been guilty of ingratitude? 

Thofc are the more valuable rewards which 
are given to us from the certain knowledge of 
the donor that they Jit our temper beft : I (hall 
therefore fay nothing of the title of Duke^ or the 
Carter^ which the Queen beilowed upon the 
General in the beginning of her reign ; hot I 
fliall come to more fubflantial inftances^ and men- 
tion nothing which hath not been given in the 
face of the world. The lands of Woodilock mayf 
I believe, be reckoned worth 40,000/. on the 
building of Blenheim caftle 200,000/. have been 
already expended, although it be not yet near 
Cniihed ; the grant of 5000/. per annum on the 
pod-office is richly worth 100,000/. his princi- 
pality in Germany may be computed at 30,000/. 
pifturcs, jewels, and other gifts from foreign 
princes, 60,000/. the grant at the Pall-mall, the 
rangerfhip, isfc. for want of more certain know- 
ledge, may be called 10,000/. his own and hit 
Dutchefs's employments at five years value, rec- 
koning only the known and ayoikred falaries, are 

very 
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very low rated at 100,000/. Here is a good deal 
abore half a million of money j and, I dare fay» 
thofe who arc loaded with the clamour of ingra- 
titude, will readily own, that all this is but s 
trifle in comparifon of what is untold. 

The reafon of my dating this account is only 
to convince the world, that we are not quite fo 
ungrateful either as the Greeks or the Romans \. 
and in order to adjuft this matter with all fair* 
nefsy I (hall confine myfelf to the latter, who 
were much the more generous of the two. A vic- 
torious general of Rome, in the height of that em- 
pire, having entirely Juhdued bis enemies^ was re- 
warded with a larger triumph, and perhaps a fla- 
tue in the Forum, a bull for a facrifice, an em- 
broidered garment to appear in, a crown of lau- 
rel, a monumental trophy with infcriptions; fome- 
times five hundred or a thoufand copper coins 
were ftruck on occafion of the viftory, which, 
doing honour to the General, we will place to 
his account \ and laftly, fometimes, although not 
very frequently, a triumphal arcfc. Thefe are all 
the rewards, that I can call to mind, which a vic- 
torious general received after his return from the 
moft glorious expedition ; having conquered fome 
great kingdom, brought the King himfelf, his fa- 
mily and nobles, to adorn the triumph in chains \ 
and made the kingdom either a Roman province, 
or at bed a poor depending date in humble alli- 
ance to that empire. Now, of all thefe rewards^I 
find but two^ which were of real profit to the GeU 

iiersi^ 
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ncra! ; the laureUcronvn made and fent him at the 
charge of the public, and the embroidered garment ; 
but 1 cannot find, whether this laft was paid for 
by the fonate or the General; however, we will 
take the more favourable opinion *, and in all the 
reft admit the whole expcncc, as if it were ready 
money in the Gcncrars pocket. Now, accord- 
ing to thefe computations on both fides, wc will 
draw up two fair accounts j the one of Roman 
gratitude, and the other of Britifh ingratitude, 
and fet them together in balance. 
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is is an account of the vifiblc profits on botli 
, and if the Roman general had zny private 
fitesy they may be eafily difcounted, and by 
probable computations 5 and differ yet more 

upon 
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upon the balance, if we confider, that all the 
gold and filver for faftguards and CQntrihuthns^ 
alfo all valuable prizes taken in the war, were 
openly txpofed in the triumph, and then lodged 
in the Capitol for the public fervice. 

So that, upon the whole, we are not yet quite 
fo bad at 'w:irjl as the Romans were at hejl. And 
I doubt thofe, who raife this hideous cry of in* 
gratitude, may be mightily midaken in the coo- 
fcquence they propofe from fuch complaints. I 
remember a faying of Seneca, Mulfoi ingratos in* 
venimus, plures facimus : wt Jind many ungrateful 
perfons in the world, but we make more, by fet- 
ting too high a rate upon our pretenfions, and 
undenraluing the rewards we receive. When 
vn^eafonable bills are brought in, they ought to 
be taxed, or cut oflF in the middle. Where there 
have been long accounts between two perfons, I 
have known one of them perpetually making 
large demands, and preffing for payments ; who^ 
when the accounts were call up on both fides, 
was found to be debtor for fame hundreds. I 
am thinking, if a proclamation were iflued out 
for every man to fend in his bill of merits , and 
the lowed price he fet them at, what a pretty 
fum it would amount to, and how many fuch 
iflands as this mud be fold to pay them. I form 
my judgment from the pra£tice of thofe, who 
fometimes happen to pay themf elves, and, I dare 
affirm, would not be fo unjull to take a farthing 
foore than they think is due to their deferts. I 

wiU 
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will inftance only in one article : A Lady * of my 
acquaintance appropriated twenty-fix pounds a- 
ycar out of her allowance for certain ufes, which 
her woman received f, and was to pay to the 
Lady or her order, as it was called for. But af- 
ter eight years it appeared, upon the ftrifteft cal- 
culation, that the woman had paid but four 
pounds a^year, and funk two and twenty for her 
owit pocket. It is but fuppoiing, inftead of twen- 
ty-fix pounds, twenty-fix tboufand j and by that 
you may judge, what the pretenfions of modern 
merit sac, where ic happens to be its own payma- 
ftcr. 

No 17. 

• Snppofed to be licr late Majefty g. Anne. 

t The matter was this. At the Queen's acceffion to 
t)ie goTernment, ihe nfed to lament to mc, that the crown 
hemg impovcriihed by former grnts, Ihe wanted the pow» 
•r her predeceilors had enjoyed to reward faithfnl fer- 
vants ; and ihe deiired me to take out of the privy pnrfe 
aooo J. a-year, in order to purchafc for my advantage. 
■ 4g her Majefty was fo good to provide for my chil- 
dven, and as the offices I enjoyed by her favonr bronght 
m» in more than 1 wanted— T conftantly declined it^ 
till ihe was pleafed to diftnifs me from her fervice. 

Then indeed 1 fent the Oueen one of her own letters^ 

la which Ihe had preiTed me to' take the 2000 I. a year; 
and I wrote at the fame time to afk her iVIajefty. whether 
ihe woold allow me to charge in the privy-pnvfc ac- 
connts, which I was to fend her, that yearly fum /row 
the tiffw of the ofer, amounting to 1 8,000 1. Her Majefty 
was pleafed to anfwer, I might charge it. This therc- 
fcre I did. j4cfunt of the eon'iu^ ^f tho Dirma^er Dutckcfi 
of Marlborough^ p. 294^ a9jf. Howk^. 
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£«Af res luxuries in fligitris, avarjtin in rapinrs, faperh/s 
in contumeliis officere potuiffct; eas emnes fefe^ hoc un9 
frxtore per trtennium, pcrtuUjfc Mtehant. 

\7r"^HEN I firft undertook this paper, I was 
▼V refolved to concern myfelf only with 
things^ and not with perfons* Whether I have 
kept or broken this refolution, I cannot recoUeft; 
and I will not be at the pains to examine, but 
leave the matter to thofe little antagonifts, wha 
may want a topic for criticifm. Thus much I 
have difcovered, that it is in writing as in build- 
ing, where, after all our fchemes and calcula- 
tions, we are mightily deceived in our accounts^ 
and often forced to make ufe of any materials we 
can fiiid, that the work may be kept a-going. 
Befides, to fpeak my opinion, the things I have 
occafion to mention are fo clofely linked to per-- 
fonsy that nothing but time (the father of oblivion) 
can fcparatc them. Let mc put a parallel cafe: 
Suppofe I fhould complain, that lad week my 
coach was within an inch of overturning in a 
fmootheven way, and d^awnby very gentle horfes 5 
to be fare all my friends would immediately lay 
the fault upon John, becaufe they knew he then 
preftded in my coach-box. Again, fuppofe I 
ihould difcover fome uneaCncfs to find myfelf, I 
knew not how, pvcr head and ears in debt, al- 
though I were fure my tenants paid their rents 
Tcry well, and that I never fpent half my income , 

they 
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they would certainly advife me to turn off Mr 
Oldfox * my receiver j and take another. If, as 
a Juftice of Peace, I fhould tell a friend, that my: 
warrants and mittimufes were never drawn up as 
I would have them 5 that I had the misfortune 
to fend an honed man to goal, and difmifs a 
knave; he would bid me no longer truft Charles 
and Harry f, my two clerks, whom he knew to 
be ignorant, wilful, afluming, and ill-inclined 
fellows. If I (hould add, that my tenants made 
me very uncafy with their fquabbles and broils a- 
mong themfelves, he would counfel me to ca- 
fliier Will Bigamy \^ ^t fenefchal of my mailor. 
And laftly, if my neighbour and I happened to 
have a mifunderftanding about the delivery of a 
mejfnge^ n^iat could I do lefs than ft rip and dif- 
card the ilundering or malicious rafcal who car- 
ried it? 

It is the fame thing in the conduft of public 
affairs, where they have been managed with rafti- 
nefs or wilfulnefs, corruption, ignorance, or in- 
juftice. Barely to relate the fafts, at leaft while 
they are frefh in memory, will as much refleft 
upon tkit perfons concerned, as if we had told their 
names at length. 

I have therefore fince thought of another ex- 
pedient, frequently praftifed with great fafety 
and fi^ccefs by fatyrical writers \ which is that of 

Vol. III. D looking 

• Lor4 Godolphin. 

t Earl of Sunderland, and Henry Boyle, Ef«i? were at 
tiiifl time Secretaries of State, 
t Lord( 
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looking into hiftory for fomc cFiaraSer bearing 2 
fefemblance to the perfon wc would defcribc; 
tod with the abfolute power of altering, adding, 
•r fvpprefBng what circumftances wc pleafe, I 
Conceive wc muft have very bad luck, or rcry 
Kttlc (kill,- to fail. However, fome days age, m 2 
€Oficc-houie, looking into one of the politic week- 
ly papers, I found the writer had falkn into thi^ 
Ichemc; and I happened to Ught on that part, 
trherc be was defcribing a perfon, who, from 
finall beginnings, grcw'(as I remember) to be Con- 
ftable of France, and had a very haughty imperii 
MdS wife. I took the author for a friend to our 
foBion (for fo, with great propriety of fpeech, 
tbcy call the Queen and miniftry, almoft the 
whole clergy, and nine parts in ten of the king- 
dom ;) and I faid to a geatkinan near me, that 
although I knew well enough what perfons the 
author meant, yet there were feveral particulars 
in the hujban^s charafter which I could not re- 
concile; for that of the Lady^ it was juft an<l ade- 
quate enough. But it feems I miftook the whole 
matter, and applied all I had read to a couple of 
perfons, who were not at that time in the wrkert 
thoughts. 

Now, to avoid fuch a misfortune as this, I have 
been for fomc time confulting Livy and Tacitus, 
to find out the chara£ter of a Princept fet^ctus^ a 
Prator urhanuSy a ^tajlor arariusy a Cafar't ah epi" 
JloUSf and a Proconful : But among the word of 
them I cannot difcover one, from whom to draw 
a parallel, without doing injury to a Roman me- 
mory^ 
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<nory i (o that I am compelled to have recourse 
to Tully. But this author, relating fadls only 
as an orator, I thought it would be bell to ob« 
ferve his method, and make an extra£i; from fix 
harangues of his againil Verres, only ftill pre* 
ferving the form of an oration. I remember a 
younger brother of mine, who deceafisd about 
two months ago, prcfentcd the world with a 
fpeech of Alcibiades againft an Athenian brewer* 
Now, I am told for certain, that in thofe day» 
there was no ale in Athens ; therefore that 
fpeech, or at lead a great part of it, muft needs 
be fpurious* The difference between my bro* 
Iher and me is this ; he makes Alcibiades fay a 
great deal more than be really did, and I make Ci- 
cero (ay a great deal lefs. This Verres * had been 
the Roman governor of Sicily for three years ( 
and, on his return from his government, the Si- 
cilians intreated Cicero to impeach him in the 
fenate % which he accordingly did in feveral ora- 
tions, from whence I have faithfully tranflated 
and abftradicd that which follows ; 

«* My Lords, 
<* A pernicious opinion hath for fome time 
" prevailed, not only at Rome, but among our 
** neighbouring nations, that a man who hath 
'« money enough, although he be ever fo guilty, 
** cannot be condemned in this place. But, how- 
" Qver induftrioufly this opinion be fpread to caft 
<< an odium on the fenate, we have brought be« 
D 2 -^ « for« 

* Xarl of Wharton^ Lord-Lieutenant of Irclaad* 
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^« fore your Lordihips Caius Verrcs, a perfon for 
•« his life and aftions already condemned by all 
** men : But, as he hopes and gives out, by the 
•* influence of his wealth, to be here abfolved i in 
** condemning this man, you have an opportuni- 
•' ty of belying that general fcandal, of redeem- 
•* ing the credit lo/i by former Judgments ^ and rcco- 
«« vcring the love of the Roman people, as well 
*< as of our neighbours. I have brought here a 
" man before you, my Lords, who is a robber 
•* of the public treafure, an overtumer of law and 
*« juftice, and the difgrace as well as deftruftiort 
" of the Sicilian province j of whom if you (hall 
•* determine with equity and due feverity, your 
*« authority will remain entire, and upon fuch 
<< an edablifiiment as it ought to be : But if his 
•* great riches will be able to force their way 
*< through that religious reverence and truth, 
*• which become fo awful an aflembly ; I fliall 
** however obtain thus much, that the defeft will 
•' be laid where it ought, and that it fhall not 
** be objedled, that the criminal was not produ- 
" ced, or that there wanted an orator to accufe 
«< him. This man, my Lords, hath publicly faid, 
" that thofe ought tobeafraidof accufations, who 
" have only robbed enough for their own fupport 
** and maintenance •, but that he hath plundered 
«' fufficicnt to bribe numbers j and that nothing 
«* is fo high or foholy, which money cannot cor- 
«« rupt. Take that fupport from him,'^ndhc 
*J can have no other left : For what eloquence 
*^ will be able to defend a man, whofe life hath 

** been 
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** been tainted with fo many fcandalous vices, 
« and who hath been fo long condemned by the 
*< univerfal opinion of the world ? To pafs over 
« the foul ftains and ignominy of his yoiith, his 
" corrupt management in all employments he 
" hath borne, his treachery and irreligion, his 
'* injuftice and oppreflion.; he hath left of latd 
" fuch monuments of his villanies in Sicily, 
" made fuch havock and confufion there, during 
*< his government, that the province cannot by 
** any means bcr reftored to its former date,' 
" and can hardly recover itfelf at all under many' 
" yearS) and by a long fucceflion of good goveni- 
** ors. While this man governed in that ifland,' 
*« the Sicilians had neither the benefit of our 
•* laws nor their own, nor even of common right. 
" In Sicily no man now pofleiTes more, than 
** what the governor's luft and avarice have 
*< overlooked, or what he was forced to ne- 
<< gle£l out of mere wearinefs and fatiety of op- 
" pref&on. Every thing, where he prefided, was 
** determined by his arbitrary will ; and the beft 
" fubjeds he treated as enemies. To recount 
" his abominable debaucheries would ofFend any 
** modeftear, fince fo many could not prcferve their 
" daughters and wives from his luft. I believe 
" there is no man, who ever heard his name, 
" that cannot relate his enormities. We bring 
" before you in judgment, my Lords, a public 
" robber, an adulterer, a defiler of al- 

D 3 «« TARS, 
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<^ TARS *,an enemy of religion and of all that it 
*< facred. In Sicily he fold ail empiojrments of judi* 
*' cature, magiftracy, andtrufti places in the coun- 
«* fel, and the priefihood itfelf, to the higbeft bid- 
*< der; and hath plundered that ifland of forty 
^< millions of federces. And here I cannot but ob*- 
*< ferve to your Lordfliipsi in what manner Verres 
*' pafled the day : The morning was fpent in ta* 
*^ king bribes and felling employments ; the reft 
** of it in drunkennefs and lull. His difcourfe at 
*^ table was fcandalouily unbecoming the dig^ 
^' nity of his flation ; noife, brutalityi and ob- 
^< fcenenefs. One particular I cannot omit ; that 
** in the high chara£ler of governor of Sicily, 
•< upon a folemn day, a day fet apart for public 
** prayer for the fafety of the commonwealth, he 
•* ftole at evening in a chair to a married woman 
<< of infamous charafler, againft all decency and 
** prudence, as well as againft all laws both hu- 
" man and divine. Didft thou think, O Verres ! 
** the government of Sicily was given thee with 
" fo large a commiflion, only, by the power of 
•^ that, to break all the bars of law, modcfty, and 
** duty J to fuppofe all mens fortunes thine, 
" and leave no houfc free from thy rapine and 
•*Muft?" ^c. 

This extraft, to deal ingcnuoufly, hath coft me 
more pains, than I think it is worth; having only 
ferved to convince me, that modern corruptions 

arc 

^ Tlie ftory of the Lord Wharton is true ; who, with 
fomc other wretches, went into a pulpit and defiled it ia 
the moft filthy manner. 
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are not to be paralleled by antient examples^ 
without having recourfe to poetry or fable. For 
inilance, I never read in ftory of a law ena£bed 
to take away the force of all laws whatfoever; 
by which a man may fafcly commit, upon the 
laft of June, what he would infallibly be hanged 
for if he committed on the firft of July ; by which 
the greateft criminals may efcape, provided they 
continue long enough in power to antiquate their 
crimes, and by ftifling them a while can deceive 
the iegiflatureinto an amnefyj of which the enad-* 
ors do not at that time forefee the confequence. 
A cautious merchant will be apt to fufpe^^, when 
he finds a man who has the repute of a cunning 
dealer, and with whom he hath old accountSi 
urging for a general releafe. When I reflect on 
this proceeding, I am not furprifed that thofe, 
who contrived a pariiamentary ff^nge for their 
crimiSy are now afraid of a new Revolution^ 
Jpongi for their money ; and, if it were poflible, 
to contrive a fponge that could only z^t&. thofc 
who had need of the other, perhaps it would not 
be ill employed. 

K® 18. Thurfclay, December 9. i7io, 

Qutppe uht fas D^rfum atque nefas ; t^t hdh fer ^rbfm; 
Tofn mult£ [uUrum fxhs > < ■ " 

I AM often violently tempted, to let the world 
freely know who the author of this paper is, 
to tell them my name and titles at length ; which 
would prevent -abundance of inconfiftent criti- 

cifms 
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cifms I daily hear upon it. Thofe who are ene- 
mies to the notions and opinions I would advance, 
arc fometimes apt to quarrel with the Examiner^ 
as defeftive in point of wit, and fometimes of 
truth. At other times, they are fo generous and 
candid to allow, it is written by a club, and that 
very great hands h^ve^ngers in it. As for thofe 
who only appear its adverfaries in print, they 
give ine but very little pain. The paper, I hold, 
lies at my mercy, and I can govern it as I pleafe; 
therefore, when I begin to find the wit too bright, 
the learning too deep, and the fatire too keen 
for me to deal with, (a very frequent cafe, no 
doubt, where a man is conilantly attacked by 
fuch Ihrewd adverfaries) I peaceably fold it up, 
or fling it afide, and read no more. It would 
be happy for me to have the fame power over 
people's tongues, and not to be forced to hear my 
own work railed at, and commended, fifty times 
a-day; afFeding all the while a countenance 
wholly unconcerned, and joining out of policy 
or good manners with the judgment of both par- 
ties : This, I confefs, is too great a hardfhip for 
fo bafhful and unexperienced a writer. 

But, alas ! I lie under another difcouragement 
of much more weight. I was very unfortunate 
in the choice of my party, when I fet up to be a 
writer. Where is the merit, or what opportuni- 
ty *to difcover our wit, our courage, or our learn- 
ing, in drawing our pens for the defence of a 
caufc, which the Queen and both Houfes of par- 
liament, and nine parts in ten of the kingdom, • 

have 
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have fo unanimoufly embraced ? I am cruelly a- 
fraidy we politic authors muft begin to leflen 
our expences, and lie for the future at the mer- 
cy of our printers. All hopes arc now gone of 
writing ourfelves into places or penfions. A cer- 
tain (larveling author, who worked under the 
late adminiftration, told me with a heavy heart, 
above a month ago, that he, and fome others of 
his brethren, had fecretly offered their fervice, 
dog-cheap, to the prefent miniftry, but were all 
refafed ; and are now maintained by contribu- 
tion, like Jacobites or fanatics. I have been of 
jl^late employed, out of perfedt commiferation, in 
doing them good offices : For whereas fome were 
of opinion, that thefe hungry zealots Ihould not 
be fuffered any longer, in their malapert way, to 
fnarl at the prefent courfe of public proceedings; 
and whereas others propofcd, that they Ihould 
be limited to a certain number, and permitted 
to write for their majhrs^ in the fame manner 
as counfel,are affigned for other criminals, that 
is, to fay all they can in defence of their client, 
but not reflect upon the court ; I humbly gave 
my advice, that they (hould be fuffered to write 
on, as they ufcd to do s which I did purely out 
of regard to their perfons; for I hoped it would 
keep them out of harm's way, and prevent them 
from falling into evil courfes j which, although 
of little confequence to the public, would cer- 
tainly be fatal to themf elves. If I have room at 
the bottom of this paper, I will tranfcribe a pe- 
tition to the prefent miniHry, fent me by ooe 
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of tliefe authors in behalf of himfclf and four- 
icore of his brethren. 

For my own party notwith (landing the littk 
encouragement to be hoped for at this time from 
the men in power, I (hall continue my paper, 
till either the world or myfelf grow weary of it: 
The latter is eafiiy determined ; and for the for^ 
mer, 1 Ihail not leave it to the partiality of ^ther 
party, but to the infallible judgment of my prin- 
ter. One principal end I defigned by it^ was 
to undeceive thofe welUn^aning people^ who 
have been drawn unawares into a wrong fenfc 
of things, either by the common prejudicee of > 
ducation and company, the great perfonal qua^ 
lilies of fome party-leaders, or the foul mifrepK* 
fc Illations that were conftantly made of all, who 
durft differ from them in the fmalleft article. I 
have known fuch men ftruck with the thoughts 
t)f fome late changes, which, as they pretend to 
think, were made without any rciifon vifible iQ 
the world. In anfwer to this, it is not fufficient 
to alledge, what no-body doubts, that a good 
and wife prince may be allowed to change his 
miniiiers without giving a reafon to his fubjedsf 
becaufe it is probable, that he will not make 
iuch a change without very important reafonsi 
and a good fubjeft ought to fuppofc, that ia 
Iuch a cafe there are fuch reafons, altho«gh he 
be not apprifed of them } otberwife he muft in- 
-wardly tax his prince of capricioufnefs, ' incoa^ 
ftancy, or ill defign. Such reafons indeed may 
mot be obvious to peifons prejudked^ or at a 

gre^t 
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great diftance, or fliort thinkers -, and therefore 
if there be no fecrets of date, nor any ill confe« 
qucnces to be apprehended from their publican 
tion, it is no Hncommendable work in any pri* 
tate hand to hy them open for the fatisfa£lion 
et all men. And if what I have already faid, 
or {hall hereafter fay, of this kind, be thought 
to refle^l upon perforts^ although none hare been 
named, I know not how it can poffibly be ayoid* 
mL The Queen, in her fpeech, mentions tvitb 
great concern^ that <* the navy and ether offices 
<' are burthened with heavy debts ; and defires^ 
•* that the like may be prevented for the time 
** to come." And if it be now poffible to pre- 
vent the continuance of an evil that hath been 
fo long growing upon us, and is arrived to fuch 
a height ; furely thofe corruptions and mifma- 
nagements rauft have been great, which firft in- 
troduced them, before our taxes were eaten up 
by annuities. 

If I were able to rip up And difcover, in all 
their colours, only about eight or nine thoufand 
of the mod fcandalous abufes, that have been 
committed in all parts of public management for 
twenty years paft, by a certain fet of men and 
thetr inftru*ments, I ihould reckon it fome fer\'icc 
to my country and pofterity. But to fay the 
truth, I fbould be glad the authors names were 
conveyed to future times along with their a£tions. 
For although the prefent age may underftand 
well enough the little hints we give, the paral- 
lels we draw^ and the characters we defcribe ; 

yet 
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yet all this will be loft to the next. However, if 
thefe papers, reduced into a more durable form^ 
fliould happen to live till our grandchildren be 
men, I hope they may have curiofity enough 
to confult annals, and compare dates, in order to 
find out what names were then intrufted with 
the condu£l: of affairs, in theconfequences where- 
of themfelves will fo deeply (hare ; like a heavy 
debt in a private family, which often lies an in- 
cumbrance upon an eftate for three generations. 

But leaving the care of informing pofterity to 
better pens, I (hall, with due regard to truth, 
difcretion, and the fafety of my perfon from the 
men of the tieiv-f angled moderation ^ continue to 
take all proper opportunities* of letting the mifled 
part of the people fee how grofsiy they have 
been abufed, and in what particulars. 1 (hall 
alfo endeavour to convince them, that the pre-, 
fent courfe we are in is the moft probable iheanSf 
with the blefling of God, to extricate ourfelves 
out of all our difficulties. 

Among thofc who are pleafed to write or talk 
againft this paper, I have obferved a flrange man- 
ner of reafoning, which I (hould be glad to hear 
them explain themfelves upon. They make no 
ceremony of exclaiming upon all occafions againft 
a change of miniftry in fo critical and dangerous 
a conjunfture. What (hall we, who heartily 
approve and join in thofe proceedings, fay in de- 
fence of them ? We own the juncture of affairs 
to be as they defcribe : We are pu(hed for an an- 
fwer 5 and are forced at laft freely to confefs, 

that 
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that the corruptions and abufes in every branch 
of the adminiflration were fo numerous and in- 
tolerable, that all things mud have ended in ruin^ 
without fome fpeedy reformation. This I have 
already aflerted in a former paper ; and the re- 
plies I have read, or heard, have been in plain 
terms to affirm the dircGL contrary ; and not only 
to defend and celebrate the late perfons and pro- 
ceedings, but to threaten me with law and ven- 
geance for calling refledlions oa fo many great 
and honourable men, whofe births^ virtue, anda^ 
hilitiesy nvhofefnorals and religion, whofe love of their 
country, and its conflitution in church and Jlate^ 
were fo univerfally allowed^ and all this fet off 
with odious comparifons, reflecting on the pre- 
fent choice : Is not this in plain and direft terms 
to tell all the world, that the Queen hath, in a 
mod dangerous crifis, turned out a whole fet 
of the bed minifters, that ever ferved a prince, 
without any manner of reafon, but her royal 
pleafure, and brought in others of a charafter 
directly contrary ? And how fo vile an opinion 
as this can confift with the lead pretence to loy- 
alty or good manners, let the world determine. 

I confefs myCelf fo little a refiner in politics, 
as not to be able to difcover what other motive, 
befides obedience to the Queen, a fenfe of public 
danger, and a true love of their country, joined 
with invincible courage, could fpirit up thofc 
great men, who have now, under her Majefty's 
authority, undertaken the direftion of afFairs. 
What can they expefl:, but the utmod efforts of 

Vol. III. E malice. 
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malice, from a fet of enraged domeftic adver- 
fiuies perpetually watching over their conduft, 
crofling all their defigns, and ufing every art to 
foment divifions among them, in order to join 
with the weakeft, upon any rupture ? The diffi- 
culties they mud encounter are nine times more 
and greater than ever; and the profpefts of in- 
tereft, after the reapings and gleanings of fo many 
years, nine times lefs. Every misfortune at home 
or abroad, although the neceflary confequencc 
of former counfels, will be imputed to them ; 
and all the good fuccefs given to the merit of for- 
mer fchemes. A (harper hath held your cards 
all the evening, played booty, and loft your mo- 
ney; and, when things are almoft defperate, 
you employ an honeft gentleman to retrieve your 
loffes. 

I would aflc, Whether the Queen^s fpeech doth 
not contain her intentions, in every particular re- 
lating to the public, that a good fubjeft, a Bri- 
tain, and a Proteftant, can poffibly have at heart? 
** To carry on the war in all its parts, particu- 
** larly in Spain, with the utmoft vigour, in 6r- 
^ der to procure a fafe and honourable peace for 
** us and our allies ; to find fome ways of paying 
« the debts of the navy ; to fupport and encou- 
*^ rage the church of England ; to prefenre the 
«* Britifh conftitution according to the Union; 
^* to maintain the indulgence by law allowed to 
*^ fcrupulous confcicnccs \ and to employ none but 
<« fuch as are for the Proteftant fucceffion in the 
^ houfe of Hanover.*' It is known enough, that 

fpeeches 
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fpeeclies on thefe occafions are ever digefled 
the advice of thofe who are in the chief confi- 
dence; and confequcntly, that thefe are the fen- 
timents of her Majefty's minifters, as well as her 
own ; and we fee the two Houfes have unani- 
moufly agreed with her in every article. When 
the lead counterpaces are made to any of thefe 
refolutionsy it will then be time enough for our 
malecontents to bawl out popery ^ perfecutiottj ar^ 
hitrary poHJDtr^ and the Pretender, In the mean 
while, it is a little hard to think, that this ifland 
can hold but fix men of honefty and ability e- 
nough to fervc their prince and country; or 
that our fafety fhould depend upon their cre- 
dit, any more than it would upon the breath in 
their noftrils. Why fhould not a revolution in the 
siiniftry be fometimes neceflfary, as. well as a 
nvduiien in the crown ? It is to be prefumed^ 
tbe former is at leaft as lawful in itfelf, and per- 
haps the experiment not quite fo dangerous. The 
revolution of Utitfun about the earth was formerly 
thought a neceflary expedient to folve appear-* 
antes, although it left many difficulties unan- 
fweredi until philofophers contrived a better^ 
which is that of the €artVs revolution about the 
fun. This is found upon experience to fave 
much time and labour, to corre£t many irregular 
motions, and is better fuited to the refpe<^ due 
from zplanit to dk fixed Jlar. 

E a. No 19^ 
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day, December 14. 17 10. 

/n fatjra videar nimis acer, et ultrM 
Jtere opus : fine nervis aitgra ^uicfuid 
/i pars ejfc futat 

V yliEN the printer came laft week for his 
>^ copy, h(^ brought along with him a bun- 
dle of thofe papers, which, in the phrafe of ivhig-- 
coffee-houfesy YiTi^^t /winged off the E^caminer : mdft 
of which I had licver feen or heard of before. I 
remember fome time ago, in one of the Tatlers^ to 
have read a letter, wherein feveral reafons are 
•ffigned for the prefent corruption and degenera- 
cy of our tafte ; but I think the writer hath o- 
mitted the principal one, which I take to be the 
prejudice of parties. Neither can I excufe either 
fide of this infirmity : I have heard the arranteft 
drivellers pro and con commended for their 
Ihrewdnefs, even by men of tolerable judgment ; 
and the beft performances exploded as nonfenfc 
and ftupidity. This indeed may partly be im- 
puted to policy and prudence ; but it is chiefly 

' owing to that blindnefs, which prejudice and paf- 
fions caft over the underftanding. I mention 
this, becaufe I think it properly within my pro- 
vince in quality oi Examiner. And, having grant- 
ed more than is ufual for an enemy to do, I muft 
now take leave to fay, that fo weak a caufe^ and 
fo ruined a faElion^ were never provided with 
pens morerefembling their condition, or lefs fuit- 
ed io their occafions. 

Non 
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Non tali auxilioy nee defenforibus t/fiff 
T'empus eget 

This is the more to be wondered at, when we 
confider they have the full liberty of the prefs \ 
that they have no other way left to recover them* 
felves ; and that they want not men of excellent 
parts to fet their arguments in the bed light they 
will bear. Now, if two men would argue on 
both (ides with fairnefs, good fenfe, and good 
manners, it would be no ill entertainment to the 
town, and perhaps be the mod efFedlual means 
to reconcile us. But I am apt to think, that men 
of great genius are hardly brought to proftitutc 
their pens in a very odious caufe ; which, befides, 
is more properly undertaken by noife and impu- 
dence, by grofs railing and fcurrility, by calum- 
ny and lying, and by little trifling cavils* and 
carpings in the wrong place, which thofe nvhif-^ 
Jters ufe for arguments and anfwers. 

I was well enough pleafed with aftory of one of 
thefe anfwerers, who in a paper laft week found 
many faults with a late calculation of mine. Be- 
ing, it feems, more deeply learned than his fel- 
lows, he was refolved to begin his anfwer with 
a Latin verfe as well as other folk* His bufincfs 
was to look out forfomething againft an Examine 
fTj that would pretend to tax accounts •, and turn- 
ing over Virgil, he had the luck to find thefe 
words, 

fugiant examina taxos : 

E 3 So 
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So down they went, and out they wculd have 
come, if one of his unluckly prompters had not 
hindered it. 

I here declare, once for all, that if thefe peo* 
pie will not be quiet ; I (hall take the bread out 
of their mouths, and anfwer the Examiner my- 
felf J which I proteft I have never yet done, al- 
though I have been often charged with it ; nei- 
ther have thofe anfwers been written or publifli- 
ed with my privity, as malicious people are plea- 
fed to give out \ nor do I believe the commoa 
'whiggijh report^ that the authors are hired by 
the miniftry to give my paper a value. 

But the friends of this paper have given me 
more uneafinefs with their impatience, than its 
enemies by their anfwers. I heard myfelf cen- 
iiired laft week by fome of the former, for pro- 
ittifmg to difcovcr the corruptions of the late ad- 
miniftratioa, but never [Performing any thing.. 
The latter, on the other fide, are thundering out 
their unatbemas againft me for difcovering fa 
many. I am at a lofs how to decide between 
thefe contraries, and (hall therefore proceed af- 
. ter my own way, as I have hitherto done \ my 
defign being of more importance, than that of 
writing only lo gratify the fpleen of one fide, or 
provoke that of the other, although it may occa- 
fionally have both efFe<^s. 

I (hall therefore go on to relate fome fafts that,, 
in my humble opinion, were no hindrance to tlie 
change of the miniftry. 
The fixfl: I -fliall mention, was that of intro- 
ducing; 
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ducing certain new phrafes into the court-ftylc^ 
which had been very feldom, or never, made ufc 
of in former times. They ufual]y run in the 
folloMTing terms : " Madam, I cannot fervc jovk 
" while, fuch a one is in employment. I delire 
" humbly to reiign my commtflion, if Mr — -«. 
** continues fecretary of ftate. I cannot anfwer 
" that the city will lend money, unlefs my L — d 

** be Prefident of the council. I muft beg 

<< leave to furrender, except has the ftafiv 

<< I mud not accept the feals, unlefs comes 

<< into the other office." This hath been the lan-^ 
guage of late years frjjm fubjefts to their prince* 
Thus they flood upon terms, and muft have their 
own conditions to ruin the nation. Nay, this 
dutiful manner of capitulating bad fpread fo far, 
that every under-ftrapper began at length to perk 
up and aflume ; he expeifei a regiment i or his fan 
muft he a major ; or bis brother a coIieBor / elfe he 
threatened to vote according to his confcience. 

Another of their glorious attempts was the 
ciaiiie intended in the biU^r the encouragement of 
lemmings by taking ofF the obligation upon fellows 
of colleges in both universities to enter upon ho-^ 
ly orders : the defign of which, as I have heard 
the undertakers often confefs, was to remove the 
care of educating youth out of the hands of the 
clergy, who are apt to infufe into their pupils too 
great *» regard for the church and the monarchy.. 
But there was a farther fecret in this claufe^ 
which may heft be difcovered by the firft projec- 
tor«^ or at lead the garblers of it \ and thefe are 

knowu 
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known to be Collins and Tindal, in conjun£iioa 
with a mod pious lawyer, their difciple. 

What fliall we fay to their prodigious (kill in 
mrlthmetic^ difcovered fo conftantly in their dcci- 
fion of eleftions ; which they were able to make 
out by the rule offalfe^ that three were more than 
three and twenty^ and fifteen than fifty ? Nay, it 
• was a maxim, which I never heard any of them 
difpute, that in determining ele£lions they were 
not to confider where the right lay, but which 
of the candidates was likelier to be true to the 
eaufe. This they ufed to illuftrate by a very apt 
and decent fimilitude of gaming with a fharper ; 
if you cannot cheat as well as he, you are cer- 
tainly undone. 

Another caft of their politics was, that of en- 
deavouring to impeach an innocent Lady*, for no 
reafon imaginable, but her faithful and diligent 
fervice to the Queen, and the favour her Majefty 
bore to her upon that account, when others had 
aAed contrary in fo (hameful a manner. What 
elfe was the crime ? Had llie treated her Sj»yal 
Myirefs with tnfolence or negleB ? Had fhe enrich^ 
ed herfelf by a long praBice of bribery ^ and obtain* 
ing exorbitant grants ? Had flie engroffed her Mq" 
jeftfs favourSy without admitting any accefs but 
through her means ? Had fhe heaped employments 
upon herfelf her family y and dependants ? Had flic 
un imperious haughty behaviour ? Or, after all, 
ivas it a perfect blunder, and miflake of one per* 
Jhn for another ? I have heard of a man, who 

lay 
* The Lady Maiham. 
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hy all night on a rough pavement, and in the 
morning wondering what it could poflibly be 
that made him reft fo ill, happening to fee a 
feather under him, imputed the uneafinefs of his 
lodging to that. I remember like wife a ftory of 
a giapt in Rabelais^ who ufed to feed upon wind" 
mills, but was unfortunately choaked with a fmall 
lump of fre/b Suiter before a warm oven. 

And here I cannot but obferve, how very re- 
fined fome people are in their generofity and gra- 
titude.^ There is a certain great perfon (I ihall 
not fay of what fex) who for many years paft 
was the conftant mark and butt, againft which 
our prefent malecontents ufed to difcharge their. 
refentment ; upon whom they beftowed all the 
terms of fcurrility that malice, envy, and indig- 
nation could invent; whom they publicly accu- 
fcd of every vice that can poflefs a human heart ; 
pride, covetoufnefs, ingratitude, oppreflion, trea- 
chery, dif&mulation, violence, and fury, all in 
the higheft extremes : But of late they have 
changed their language on a fudden ; that per- 
fon is now the moft faithful and juft that ever 
ferved a prince 5 that perfon, originally differing . 
lirom them in principles as far as eaft from weft^ 
but united in pra£tice, and falling together, they 
arc now reconciled, and find twenty reCemblan- 
ces between each other, which they could never 
difcover before* Tanti eji ut placeam tihi perire ! 

But to return : How could it be longer fufFered 
in a free nation, that all avenues to preferment 
fliould be (hut up, except a very few \ when one 

or 
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or two flood conftant ceniry^ who docked all fa- 
Tours they handed down, or fpread a huge invi- 
fible net between the prince and fubjeft, through 
which nothing of value could pafs ? And here I 
cannot but admire at one confequcnce from thi« 
management, which is of an extraordinary na- 
ture. Generally fpeaking, princes, who have 
ill miniftcrs, arc apt to fuffer in their reputation^ 
as well as in the love of the people ; But it was 
not fo with the Queen. When the fun is over- 
caft by thofe clouds he exhales from the earth, wc 
ftill acknowledge his light and influence, and at 
laft find he can difpel, and drive them down to 
the horizon. The wifcft prince, by the necei&ty 
of affairs, the mifreprefentations of defigning. 
men, or the innocent miftakes even of a good 
predeceflbr, may find himfclf encompafied by a 
crew of courtiers, whom time, opportunity, and 
fuccefs, have miferably corrupted : And if he can 
fave himfelf and his people from ruin under the 
ivorji adminiitration, what may not his fubjeda 
hope for, when with their univerfal applaufe he 
changeth hands, and maketh ufe of the heft ^ 

Another great objcftion with me againft the 
late party, was the cruel tyranny they put upoa 
C9nfcience by 2iharvarous inquiJiUoMy refufing to ad* 
mit the leaft toltratwn or indulgence. They impofed 
an hundred teJIs ; but could never be prevailed 
on to difpenfe with, or take off the faialleft, or e- 
vcn to admit of accnjional confinnitys but went 
on daily (as their apoftle Tindal exprefleth it) 
narrowing their terms ef c^mwrnntm^ pronouncing 

nine 
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nine parts in ten of the kingdom btreiicsy and 
(hutting them Wt of the pale of their church. 
Thefe very men, who talk fo much of a compre- 
henjion in religion among us, how came they to 
allow fo little of it in politics^ which is their file 
rtligitm ? You fhall hear them pretending to be- 
wail the animosities kept up between the church 
of England and diflenters, where the differences 
in opinion are fo few and inconfiderable } yet 
thefe very fons of moderation were pleafed to ex^ 
€9mmunicate every man, who difagreed with them 
in the fmalleft article of their political creed^ or 
who refufed to receive any new article^ how dif- 
ficult foever to digeil, which the leaders impofed 
at pleafure to fcrve their own intereft. 

I will quit this fubje£^ for the prefent, when 
I have told one ftory : " There was a great king 
•* in Scythia, whofe dominions were bounded 
«* on the north by the poor mountainous terri- 
** tories of a petty lord, who paid homage as 
«* the King's vaflal. The Scythian prima mini- 
<* ftcr, being largely bribed^ indirectly obtained 
" his matter's confcnt to fuflPer this lord to build 
" forts, and provide himfelf with arms, under 
" pretence of preventing the inroads of the Tar- 
** tars. This little depending fovereign, finding 
<^ he was now in a condition to be troublefome, 
<* began to infift upon terms, and threatened up^- 
«• on every occafion to unite with the Tartars : 
w Upon which, the prime minifter, who began 
« to be in pain about his heudy propofed a match 
^ betwixt bis matter, and the only daughter of 

« this 
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•< this tributary lord, which he had the good lucls 
•< to bring to pafs ; and from that time valued 
<< himfelf as author of a mod glorious unioti^ 
** which indeed was grown of abfolute neceffity 
** by his corruption." This paflage, cited literal- 
ly from an old hidory of Sarmatia, I thought fit 
to fet down on purpofe to perplex little fmatter- 
ing remarkers, and put them upon the hunt for 
application. 

N*^ 20. Thurlclay, December 21, 17 10, 

p ugnaceni fclrent fap'tente t/iinorem, 

I A M very much at a lofs how to proceed up- 
on the fubje6^ intended in this paper, which 
a new incident hath led me to engage in. The 
fubjeft I mean, is that of foldiers and the army ,* 
but being a matter wholly out of my trade, I 
ihall handle it in as cautious a manner as I 
am able. 

, It is certain, that the art of war hath fuffered 
great changes almoft in every age and country of 
the world 5 however, there are fome maxims re- 
lating to it, that will be eternal truths, and which 
every reafonable man mull allow. 

In the early times of Greece and Rome, the 
armies of thofe flates were compofed of their ci- 
tizens, who took no pay, becaufe the quarrel was 
their own ; and therefore the war was ufually de- 
cided in one campaign; or, if it lafted * longer," 
yet in winter the foldiers returned to their feve- 
ral callings, and were not diftinguifhed from the 

reft 
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reft of the peopk. The Gothic governments in 
Europe, although they were of mtiitary mftitu- 
lion, yet t^ferred almoft the fame method. I 
(hall inftaiice only here m England : Thofe who 
held lands in a^iie of the King, were obliged to 
attend him in his wars with a certain number of 
men» who all held lands from them at eafy rents 
t»i that condition. Tbefe fought without pay ; 
and, when the fervicc was over, returned again 
to their farms. It is recorded of William Rufus, 
that being abfent in Normandy, and engaged in 
a war with his brother, he ordered twenty thou- 
fand men to be raifed, and fentover from hence 
to fuppiy his army; but having ftruck up a 
•peace before they were embarked, he gave them 
leave to difband, upon condition they would pay 
him ten {hillings a man, which amounted to ^ 
mighty fum in thofe days. 

Confider a kingdom as a great family, where- 
of the prince is the father, and it will appear 
plainly, that mercenary troops are only fervants 
inrmedf citlier to awe the children at home, or elfe 
to defend from invaders the family, who arc o- 
therwife employed, and chufe to contribute out 
of their ftock for paying their defenders, rather 
than leave their affairs to be negledled in their 
abfence. The art of making foldiery a trade, 
and keeping armies in pay, feems, in Europe, to 
have-had two originals : The firft was tifurpation; 
when popular men deftroycd the liberties of their 
country, and feized the power into their own 
hands, which they were forced to maintain by 

Vol,. III. r hiring 
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hiring guards to bridle the people. Such were 
antiently the tyrants in moft of the fmall ftates 
of Greece ; and fuch were thofe in fcveral parts 
of Italy about three or four centuries ago, as Ma- 
chiavel informs us. The other original of mer- 
cenary armies fecms to have rifen from larger 
kingdoms, or commonwealths, which had fub- 
dued provinces at a diflance, and were forced to 
maintain troops upon them to prevent infurrec- 
tiohs from the natives. Of this fort were Mace- 
don, Carthage, and Rome of old ; Venice and 
Holland at this day ; as well as mod kingdoms of 
Europe. So that mercenary forces in a free 
ftate, whether monarchy or commonwealth^ feem 
only neceflary, either for preferving their con- 
quefts, (which, in fuch governments, it is not 
prudent to extend too far), or elfe for maintain- 
ing war at a diftance. 

In this laft, which at prefent is our moft im- 
portant cafe, there are certain maxims, that alV 
wife governments have obfecved. 

The firft I (hall mention is, that no private 
man fliould have a commiflion to be general for 
Itfej let his merit and fervices be ever fo great. 
Or, if a prince be unadvifedly brought to offer 
fuch a commiflion in one hand, let him (to favc 
time and blood) deliver up his crown with the 0- 
ther. The Romans, in the height and perfedion 
of their government, ufually fet out one of the 
n^w^confuls to be general againft their moft for-' 
midable enemy, and recalled the old one, who ' 
often returned before the next ele&ion, and, ac- 
cording 
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cording as he had merit, was fent to command 
in fome other part ; which perhaps was continued 
to him for afecond, andfometimes a thivd year. 
But, if Paulus ^milius, or Scipio himfelf, had 
prefumed to move the fenate to continue their 
commijjions for life^ they would certainly have fall- 
en a facrifice to thd jealoufy of the people. Cae- 
far indeed (between whom, and a certain general, 
fome of late,* with much difcretion, have made a 
parallel) had his command in Gaul continued to 
him for five years ; and was afterwards made 
perpetual di£tator, that is to fay, general for life s 
which gave him the power and the will of utterly 
deftroying the Roman liberty. But in his time 
the Romans were very much degenerated, and 
great corruptions had crept into their morals and 
difcipline. However, we fee there ftill were fome 
remains of a noble fpirit among them ; for when 
Csefar fent to be chofen conful, notwithftanding 
.hi» abfenee, they decreed he fliould come- in 
pctfon, give up his command, and petere mort 
majorum. 

It is not impoflible, but a general may defire 
fuch a commiffion out of inadvertency ^ at the in- 
fiigction of his friends^ or perhaps of his enemies ; 
or merely for the benefit and honour of it ^ without 
intending any fuch dreadful confequences ; and in 
that cafe a wife prince, or ftate, may barely re- 
fufe it, without fliewing any marks of their dif- 
pleafure. But the requeft in its own nature is 
highly criminal, and ought to be entered fo up- 
fa oa 
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on record^ to terrify others ia time to come froi 
venturing to make it. 

Another maxim to be obferved by a free ftai 
engaged in war is, to keep the military pow< 
in abfolute fubje&ion to the civil, nor ever fuffi 
the former to influence or interfere with the la 
ter. A General and his army 2xzjervants^ bin 
by the civil power to a& as they are dire&e 
from thence, and with a commilTion large or 1 
mited, as the adminiflration fhall think iit; f( 
which they are largely paid in profit and honou 
The whole fyftem by which armies arc goveme( 
is quite alien from the peaceful inft itutions of ftat< 
at home; and if the rewards be fo inviting as t 
tempt a fenator to take a poft in the army, whil 
he is there on his duty, he ought to confide 
himfelf in no other capacity. I know not ar 
fort of men fo apt as foldiers are to repriman 
thofe who prefume to interfere in wba.t relati 
to their trade. When they hear any of us, in 
coffee*houfe, wondering that fuch a viftory w; 
not purfued \ complaining that fuch a town co 
more men and money than it was worth to tali 
it \ or that fuch an opportunity was loft of figh 
ing the enemy ; they prefently reprove us, an 
often with juftice enough, for meddling in ma 
ters out of our fpherej and clearly convince i 
of our miftakes by terms of art that none of i 
underftand. Nor do we efcape fo \ for they n 
fleft with the utmoft contempt on our ignorance 
that we, who fit at home in eafe and fecurit; 
never ftirring from our fire-fides, fhouW preten* 

froj 
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from books and general reafoni, to argue upon 
military afFairs; which after all, if we may judge 
from the {hare of tntelled:uals in fome who arc 
faid to excel that way, is not fo very profound 
or difficult a fcience. But, if there be any weight 
in what they oflFer, as perhaps there may be 4 
great deal, furely tbefi^ gentlemen have a much 
weaker pretence to concern thcmfelves in matter! 
of the cabinet, which arc always either far abov^e* 
or much befide their capacities. i>oldier9 may af 
well pretend to prefcribc rules for trade, to de- 
termine points in philofophy, to be moderators 
m an aflembiy of divines, or dircik in a court of 
juftice, as to mifplace their talent in examining 
affairs of ftate, efpecially in what relates to the 
eboicg of mintfiersy who are never £0 likely to be 
ill chofen as when approved by them. It would 
be cndkfs to (hew, how pernicious all fteps of 
this nature have been in many parts and ages of 
the woiid* 1 fliall only produce two at prefent; 
one in Rome, the other in England. The firfl; 
is of Cvfar : When he came to the city with his 
foldiers to fettle the miniftry^ there was an end of 
their liberty for ever. The fecond was in the 
great rebellion againft K. Charles I. The King 
and both Houfcs were agreed upon the terms of 
a peace ; but the officers of the army, as Ludlow 
relates it, fet a guard upon the Houfe of Com- 
mons, took a lift of the members, and kept all by 
force out of the Honfe except thofe who were 
for bringing the King to a trial. Some years af- 
ter, when they ereOed a military government^ 
r 3 and 



66 The examiner; N^ 20. 

and ruled the ifland by Major-generals, we re- 
ceived moft admirable inftances^ of their ikili in 
politics. To fay the truth, fuch formidable flick- 
lers can have but two reafons for defiring to in- 
terfere in the adminiftration *, the firft is that 
of Csefar and Cromwell, of which God forbid I 
ihould accufe or fufpe£l any body, fince the 
fecond in pernicious enough, and that is, topre^ 
Jerve thofe inpoiver ivho are for perpetuating a war^ 
rather than fee others advanced j ivboy they are fur e, 
nvill ufe all proper means to promote a fafe and 
honourable peace. 

Thirdly, Since it is obferved of armies, that 
in the prefent age they are brought to fome de- 
gree of humanity, and a more regular demeanour 
to each other and to the world, than in former 
times, it is certainly a good maxim to endeavour 
preferving this temper among them; without 
•which they would foon degenerate into favages. 
To this end it would be prudent, among other 
things, to forbid that deteflable cuftom of drink" 
ing to the damnation or confufion of any perfon 
whatfoever. 

Such defperate a£ls, and the opinions infufed 
along with them into heads already inflamed by 
youth and wine, are enough to fcatter madnefs 
and fedition through a whole camp. So feldom 
upon their knees to pray^ and fo often to curfe! 
this is not properly atheifm, but a fort of anti^ 
religion prefcribed by the devil, and which an a- 
theift of common fenfe would fcom as an abfurdity. 
I have heard it mentioned as a common praflice 

laft 



eit atrairs, witn lometning more wan a glance 
ft ^A^ ^een herfelf. And if it be true, that 

orgies were attended with certain doubtful 
r of Jiandtng by their General^ who without 
ion abhorred them, let any man confider 
:onfequence of fuch difpofitions, if they 
d happen to fpread. I could only wifh, for 
onour of the army, as well as of the Queen 
niniilry, that a remedy had been applied to 
ifeafe in the place and time where it grew, 
rn of fuch principles were able to propagate 

in a camp, and were fure of a general for 
^ho had.any tin£lure of ambition, we might 
bid farewel to minifters and parliaments^ 
her new or old. 

im only forry fuch an accident hath hap- 
l towards the clofe of a war; when it is 
y the intereft of thofe gentlemen, who have 
in the army, to behave themfelves in fuch 
mer, as might encourage the legiflature to 
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litics to help towards its refumBlon. Their fu- 
ture dependence is wholly upon the prince and 
parliament, to which they will never make their 
way hyfolemn execrations of the mintftry: a mini- 
ftry of the Queen's own ele£kion, and fully an- 
fwering the wilhei of her people. This unhap- 
py ftep in fome of their brethren^ may pafs for an 
uncontroulahle argument, that politics are not 
their bufmefs, or their element. The fortune 
of war hath raifed fereral perfons up to fwelling 
titles, and great commands over numbers of men, 
which they are too apt to transfer along with 
them into civil life, and appear in all companies, 
as if they were at the head of their regiments, 
with a fort of deportment that ought to have 
been dropt behind in that (hort paflage to Har- 
wich. It puts me in mind of a dialogue in Lu- 
cian, where Charon wafting one of their prede- 
cejQTors over Styx, ordered him to. ftrip off his 
armour and fine clothes, yet ftill thought him 
too heavy ; " But, /aid he^ put off likewife that 
«* pride and prefumption, thofc high -fwelling 
•« words, and that vain-glory ;** becaufe they were 
of no ufe on the other fide the water. Thus, 
if all that array of military grandeur were confi- 
ned to the proper fcene, it would be much more 
for the intereft of the owners, and lefs offenfive 
to their fcilow-fubje£t6. 

No ai. 
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N*^ 2i, Thurfday, December 28. 17 10. 

Nkm et majgrum inftituU tueri, facris eerem^niifquc rr- 
tinendhf fapieuiis eft* 

R uiturMfue femper 
Stat (mirum I J mehs 

TTyHoEVEiris a true lover of our conftitu- 
VV tion, muft needs be plcafed to fee what 
fuQcefsfttl endeavours are daily made to reftore 
it in every branch to its antient form, from the 
hnguiihing condition it hath long lain in^ and 
^th fuch deadly fymptoms. 

I have already handled fome abufes during the 
kde m^.'fuigement^ and fhall in.convenient time go 
on with the reft. Hitherto I have confined my» 
(elf to thofe of the ftate \ but^ with the good 
leave of fome who think it a matter of fmall mo* 
ment^ I (hall now take liberty to fay fomething 
of the church. 

For fcveral years paft there hath not, I think, 
in £urope, been any fociety of men upon fo un* 
happy a foot as the cUrgy of England ; nor more 
hardly treated by thofe very perfons, from whom 
they deferved much better quarter, and in whofe 
power they chiefly had put it to ufe them fo ill. 
I would not willingly mifreprefent facts, but I 
think it generally allowed by enemies and friends, 
that the bold and brave defences made before 
the Revolution againft thofe many invafions of our 
rights proceeded principally from the clergy; 
who are likewife known to have rejedled all ad- 
tances made them to dofe with (be meafures at 

that 
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that time concerting ; while the diJfenUrs^ to 
gratify their ambition and revenge, fell into the 
bafcit compliances with the Court, approved of 
all proceedings by their numerous and fulfomc 
addrefles, and took employments and commif- 
fions by virtue of the difpenfing power, againft 
the dired laws of the land. All this is fo true, 
that if ever the Pretender comes in, they will, 
next to thofc of his own religion, have the faireft 
claim and pretentions to his favour from their 
merit and eminent fervices to his fuppofed fa- 
ther, who, without fuch encouragement, would 
probably never have been milled to go the lengthi 
he did. It (hould like wife be remembered to 
the cverlafling honour of the London divineSf 
thit in thofe dangerous times they writ and pu- 
bliflied the heft coUed^ion of arguments againft 
popery^ that ever appeared in the world. At the 
Revolution, the body of the clergy joined heartily 
in the common caufe (except a few, whofc fuf- 
ferings perhaps have atoned for their miftakes) 
like men who are content to go about for avoid- 
ing a gulph or a precipice, but come into the 
old ft rait road again as foon as they can. But 
another temper had now begun to prevail : For 
as, in the reign of K. Charles I. feveral well- 
meaning people were ready to join in reforming 
fome abufes, while others, who had deeper de- 
figns, were ft ill calling out for a thorough refor* 
matioTij \yhich ended at laft in the ruin of the 
kingdom ; fo, after the late King's coming to 
Ae throne, there was a rcfticfs cry, from men of 

th 
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f me principles, icfr:i thorough revolution; which, 
>me were carrying it on, muft have ended 
le deftrudlion of the monarchy and church, 
''hat a violent humour hath run ever fince a- 
it the clergy, and ftt)m what corner fpread 

fomented, is, I believe, manifeft to all 
. It looked like a fet quarrel againft Chri/H^ 
u and, if we call to mind feveral of the 
TSy it muft, in a great meafure, have been 
ally fo. Nothing was more common in wri- 

and converfation, than to hear that reverend 
f charged in grofs with what was utterly in- 
illent 5 defpifed for their poverty, hated for 
r riches ; reproached with avarice, and taxed 
I luxury J accufed for promoting arbitrary 
er, and for refifting the prerogative \ cen» 
d for their pride, and fcomed for their mean- 
1 of fpirit. The reprefentatives of the lower 
5y were railed at for difputing the power of 
jifhops by the known abhorrers of Epifcopacy ; 
abufcd for doing nothing in the convocations 
hofe very men who helped to bind up their 
ds. The vice, the folly, the ignorance of 
•y fingle man, were Wd upon the charafter : 
ir jurifdi6^ion, cenfures, and difcipline tram- 
l under foot ; yet mighty complaints againft 
r exceflive power : The men of wit employ- 
o turn the priefthood itfelf into ridicule : In 
t, groaning every-where under the weight 
loverty, oppreiFion, contempt, and obloquy* 
air return for the time and money fpent in 
r education to fit them for the fervice of the 

altar} 
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altar \ and a fair encouragement for worthy ra< 
to come iato the church ! However, it maf 1 
{bmecomfortforperfonsofthathoiy function, th 
their divine founder, as well as his harbinger, tn 
with the like reception : Join came wither a 
ing wr drinking^ and they fay , He IxUh u devil; i 
Son of moM came eating and drinking^ and iheyfc 
Behold a glutton and a wine^bihher, &c. 

In this deplorable ftate of the clergy, nothij 
but the hand of Providence, working by its gl 
arious inilrument, the Queen, could have be4 
able to turn the people's hearts fo furprifingly 
their favour. This princefs, deftined for tl 
fafety of Europe, and a blei&ng to her fubje£l 
began her reign with a noble benefa£tion to t) 
church 9 and it was hoped the nation would ha 
followed fuch an example ^ which nothing cou 
have prevented, but the falfe politics of a fet • 
men, who form their maxims upon thofe of' 
very tottering commonwealth, which is al^'a; 
ftruggling for life, fubfiCiing by expedients, ai 
often at the mercy of any powerful neighbou 
Thefe men take it into their imagination, thi 
trade can never flourifh, unlefs the country b< 
comes a common receptacle for all nations, rel 
gions, and languages ; a fyftem only proper f< 
Anall popular ftates, but altogether unworth 
and below the dignity of an imperial crown 
whicli with us is heft upheld by a monarchy i 
poflcffion of its juft prerogative, a fenate of m 
bles and of commons, and a clergy eilaWifhtd i 
its due rights^ with a fuitable maiatenance b 

lav( 
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But thefe men come with the fpirit ofjbop^ 
• to frame rules for the ad mintft ration of 
Dms, or as if they thought the whole art 
/ernment confided in the importation of 
yj, and the curing of herrings. Such an 
as ours can afford enough to fupport the 
:y of a crown, the honour of nohility, and 
gnity of a magiltracy : we can encourage 
nd fciences, maintain our bifhops and cler- 
id futFer our gentry to live in a decent hof- 
e manner i yet (till there will remain hands 
ent for trade and manufaftures, which do 
s indeed deferve the beft encouragement, 
ot to a degree of fending every living foul 
he ivarchoufe or the worh-Jhop, 
is pedantry of republican politics hath done 
te mifchief among us. To this we owe 
noble fchemes of treating Chriftianity as a 
1 of fpectdaiive apiniotiSj which no man 
I be bound to believe; of making the being 
le worfhip of God a creature of the itate ; 
ifequence of thefe, that the teachers of re- 
ought to hold their maintenance at plea- 
or live by the alms and charitable colleftion 
; people, and be equally encouraged of all 
>ns 5 that they fhould hcprefcribed what to 
hv tliofe who are to learn from them ; and 
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more. When I think of that inundation of a- 
theifm, infidelityy profanenefs, and licentionf- 
iiefs, which was like to overwhelm us, from what 
mouths and hearts it firft prdceeded, and how 
the people joined with the Queen's endeaVonn 
to divert this flood, I cannot but refle£l on that 
remarkable pa£age in the Revelations, where thi 
firpent with seven heads caft out of his mouth wa- 
ter after the woman like a Jtood^ that he tnigh 
eaufe her to he carried aivay cf the jlood : But thi 
£ A R T H helped / A^ w o M A N , and the earth opened he^ 
mouthy and /wallowed up the jlood ^ which the dra- 
gon had caji out of his mouth. For the Queen ha- 
ving changed her miniftry fuitable to her owi 
wifdom, and the wiihes of her fubje£ks, and ha* 
ving called a free parliament, and at the fam( 
time fummoned the convocation by her royal writ 
ets in all times had been accujlomed ; and foon af 
tcr their meeting, fent a mod gracious letter u 
the Archbiftiop of Canterbury, to be communi- 
jcated to the bifliop and clergy of his province 
taking notice of " the loofe and profane princi- 
** pies, w^hich had been openly fcattcred and pro 
«« pagated among her fubjeds : That the conftil 
« tations of the clergy were particularly requifitt 
<< to rcprefs and prevent fuch daring attempts 
« for which her fubjefts, from all parts of th« 
<< kingdom, have (hewn their juft abhorrence! 
■*« She hopes the endeavours of the clergy in thi 
<« refpeft will not be unfuccefsful 5 and, for he 
-«« part, is ready to give them all fit encourage 
^ ment to proceed in the difpatch of fuch bu6 

« nef 
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s att properly belongs to them } and to grant 
m powers requisite to carry on fo good a 
rk :" In conclufion, " earneftly recommend- 
to them to avoid difputes; and determi* 
g to do all th^ in her lies to compole and 
inguiih them/' 

s to be hoped, that this laft part of her Ma- 
. letter will be the firft fhc will pleafe to 
te ; for, it feems, this very letter created 
11 difputej the fa<Sl whereof is thus related: 
LTppcr-houfe having formed an addrefs to 
ueen, before they received her Majefly's ' 
, fent both addrefs and letter together to the 
r-houfe, with a mefiage excuiing their not 
oning the letter in the addrefs, becaufe this 
onned before the other was received. The 
r-houfe returned them, with a defire that 
Irefs might be formed with due regard and 
wledgments for the letter. After fome dif- 
les, the fame addrefs was^ fent down again^ 
I claufe inferted, making fome ihort mention 
: faid letter. This the Lower-houfe did not 
fufficient, and fent it back again with the 
requeft \ whereupon the Archbifhop, after 
t confultation with fome of his brethren, 
diately adjourned the convocation for a 
1 : and no addrefs at all was fent to the 
n. 

nderfland not ecclefiaftical affairs well e- 
1 to comment upon this matter : but it 
to me, that all methods of doing fervice to 
lurch 9nd kingdom, by means of a convoca^ 
G 2 tion^ 
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tion^ may be at any time eluded, if there be n( 
remedy againft fuch an incident. And if thi 
proceeding be agreeable to the inftitution,y^;ni 
ual ajfemblies mud needs be ftrangely contrived 
very different from any lay fenate yet known i 
the world. Surely, from the nature of fuch 
fynody it muft be a very unhappy circumftanct 
when the majority of the bifhops draws one wa 
and that of the lower clergy another. The la 
ter, I think, are not at this time fufpe£^ed f 
any principles bordering upon thofe profefled \ 
enemies to Epifcopacy ; and if they happen 
differ from the greater part of the prefent Jet 
biIliops> I doubt it will caliyo;w^ things to mil 
that may turn the fcale of general favour on tl 
inferior clergy's fide 5 who, with a profound du 
to her Majedy, are perfe6^1y pleafed with tl 
prefent turn of affairs. Be fides, curious people w 
be apt to inquire into the dates offome promotion 
to call to mind what defij^ns were then upon t 
anvil \ and from thence make malicious deduclio) 
Perhaps they will obferve the manner of voti: 
on the bifhops bench, and compare it with wt 
Ibal] pafs in the Upper-houfe of convocatic 
There is however one comfort, that under t 
prefent difpofitions of the kingdom, a diflike 
the proceedings of any of their Lordfhips, ev 
to the number of a majority^ will be puiely />« 
fonalj and not turned to the difadvantage of t 
order. And for my part, as I am a true lover 
the church, I had rather find the inclinations 
the people favourable to Epifcopacy in gener 

th 
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fee a majority of prelates cried up by thofe 
are kfwivn enemies to the charafter. Nor 
d hath any thing given me more offence for 
il years paft, than to ohferve, how fome of 
)ench have been c^reifed by certain perfons : 
thers ^them openly celebrated by the infa- 

pens of atheifts, republicans, and fanatics. 
ne and mortality can only remedy thefe in- 
niencies in the church, ^hieh are not to be 
, like thofe in the (late, by a change of mini^ 

If we may guefs the temper of a convocation 
the choice of z prolocutor ^ as it is ufual to do 
)f a Houfe of Commons by the fpeaker^ we 
ixpeft great things from that reverend body, 
lave done themfelves much reputation by 
ng upon a gentleman of fo much prcty, wit, 
earning, for that office, and one who is 
)roughly verfed in thofe parts of knowledge 
1 are proper for it. I am forry that the 

Latin fpeeches delivered upon prefenting 
y-olocutor wtrt not made public ; they might 
ps have given us fome light into the difpo- 

of each Houfe : and befides, one of them 
1 to be fo peculiar in the ftyle and matter, 
ght have made up in entertainment what is 
sd in inJlruHion. 



N^ 22. 
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N^ 2:. Thurfclay, January 4. 1710. 

NhIU funt 9cculti§rfj inJiJid, quam edt, gux latent in fitnu* 
iittioue officii, aui in nliquv ntcejjltudinis nomine. 

The following anfwer is written in the true ftylc^ • 
and with the ufual candour of fuch pieces ; 
which I have imitated to the beft of my ikill^ 
and doubt not but the reader will be extreme- 
ly fatisfied with it. 

T^he EXAMINER crofs-examined ; or ^ full 
anfwerto the loft EXAMINER. 

IF I durft be fo bold with this aiuhor, 1 would 
gladly alk him a familiar queftion \ Praj^ 
Sir, ivho made you an examiner ? He talks in one 
of his infipid papers of eight or nine thoufand cor" 
ruptionsj while ive were at the head of affairs ; 
yet in all this time he hath hardly produced fifty : 

Parturtunt montes, &c. HoR. 

But I fhall confine myfelf at prefent to his laft 
paper. He tells us, the ^een began her reign 
ivith a noble benefaBion to the church. Here hpriej-' 
craft with a witnefs ! This h the conftant lan- 
guage of your high-fiyersy to call thofe who arc 
hired to teach the religion of the magijlrate, by the 
name of the church. But this is not all ; for in 
the very next line he fays, // was hoped the na- 
tion would have followed this example. You fee 
the y^^/d^« begins already to fpeak out: This is 
an open demand for the abbay-land ; this furious 
zealot would have us prieft-ridden again, like our 
Popiflx anceftors ; but it is to be hoped the go- 
vernment 
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lent will take timely care to fupprefs fucfa 
ious attempts ; elfe we have fpent fo much 

and treafure to very little purpofe in main- 
g religion and the Revolution » But what 
e expe£b from a man, who at one blow en- 
urs to ruin our trade ? A country^ fays be,. 
ourijb (thefe are his own words) nvithout hi^ 
e common receptacle for all nations^ religions^ , 
anguages. What I we muil immediately 
1, or murder the Palatines ; forbid all fo- 

merchants not only the Exchange,, but the 
om ; perfecute the diffenters with fire and 
; and make it high-treafon to fpeak any o- 
tongue but Engliih* In another place he 
of 2iferpent ^ith. feven htads^ which is a ma^ 
: corruption of the text ; for the words, y^- 
eads<i are not mentioned in that verfe. How- 

we know what ferpent he would mean \ a 
It "wixh fourteen legs s or indeed no y^^fr^ at 
>ut feven great men, who were the befl mi- 
/, the truefl ProteflantSj and the moft difinte" 
' patriots, that ever ferved a prince. But 
ing is fo inconfiftent as this writer. I know 
nrhether to call him a Whig or a Tory, a 
;{lant or a Papift j he finds fault with con- 
tions ; fays, they are ajfemhlies frangely con* 
d ; and yet lays the fault upon us, that we 
I their hands : 1 wifh we could have bound 

tongues too. But, as far as their hands were 
id, they could make a (hift to hold their ^^^/, 
have their Ihare in the guilt of ruining the 
f ullefi party and miniftry that ever prefer}- 

bed 
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bed to a crown. This captious gentleman is an- 
gry to fee a majority of prelates cried up by thofe 
nvho are enemies to the charaEier : Now, I always 
thought, that the conceflions of enemies were 
more to a man's advantage, than the praife of 
his friends, ^ime and mortality^ he fays, can on^ 
'ly remedy thefe inconveniencies in the church : That 
is, in other words, when certain bifhops are 
dead, we (hall have others of our own ftamp. 
Not fo fail: you are not yet fo fure of your game. 
We have already got one comfortable lofs in Spain, 
although by a general of our own : For joy of 
which our junto had a merry meeting at the 
houfeof their great profelyte, on the very day 
we received the happy news. One or two more 
fuch blowt would perhaps fet us right again ; and 
then we can employ mortality as well as others. 
He concludes with w:iihing, that three letters^ 
Jpoken Hvhen the prolocutor was prefented^ nvere made 
public. I fuppofe he would be content with one^ 
and that is more than we (hall humour him to 
grant. However, I hope he will allow it pofli- 
ble to have gracey without either eloquence or La^ 
tin : which is all I fhall fay to this malicious in- 
nuendo, * 

. Having thus, I hope, given a full and f at if 
faBory anfiver to . t\\Q Examiner's lad paper, I 
fliall now go on to a more important affair, which 
is to prove, by feveral undeniable inflances, that 
the late miniflry, and their abetters, were true 
friends to the church, It is yet, I confefs, a fe- 
cret to the clergy wherein this friendfhip did 

confift. 
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confift. For information, therefore, of that reve- 
rend body, that they may never forget their be- 
ncfaftors, as well as of all others who may be 
equally ignorant, I have determined to difplay 
our merits to the world upon that weighty ar- 
ticle. And I could wifh, that what I am to fay 
were to be written in brafs for an eternal memo- 
rial; the rather, becaufe for the future the church 
muft endeavour to ftand unfupported by thofe 
patrons, who expired in doing it their laf, good 
Ojfficey and will never ri/e to preferve it any more. 

Let us therefore produce the pious endeavours 
of thefe church-defenders, who were its patrons 
by their power and authority, as well as orna*- 
ments of it by their exemplary lives. 

F/r/iy St Paul tells us, there muft he herejtes in 
the churchy that the truth may be manifejt ; and 
therefore, by due courfe of reafoning, the more 
herefies there are, the more manifeft will the 
truth be made. This being maturely confidered 
by thefe lovers of the church, they endeavoured 
to propagate as many herefies as they could, ihat 
the light of the truth might ftiine the clearer. 

Secondlyy To (hew their zeal for the church's 
defence, they took the care of it entirely out of 
the hands of God Almighty (becaufe that was a 
foreign jurifdiBioti J and made it their own crea-- 
turey depending altogether upon them ; and if- 
fued out their orders to Tindal, and others, to 
give public notice of it. 

Thirdlyy Becaufe charity is the mod celebrated 
of all CUrillian virtues, therefore they extended 

their* 
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theirs bejroDcl all bouads *, and, inftead of fliut- 
ting the church aguinit dijfentersy were ready U 
open it to all comers^ and break Jown its wallsp 
rather than that any fhould want room to enter* 
The ftrcngth of a ftate, we know, confiftetk ia 
the number of people, how different foever ia 
tliclr callings, and why lliould not the Arengtk 
of a church confift in the fame, how different fo- 
cver in their crt^eJs ? For that reafon they charl 
tably attempted to abolifh the teft^ which tied up 
fo many hands from getting employments, in or- 
der to protedi the church. 

I know very well, that this attempt is objeft- 
cd to us as a crime by ftveral malignant Tories^ 
and denied as a ilander by many unthinking 
people among ourfelves. The latter are apt, in 
their defence, to afk fuch qucftions as thefej 
** Was your teft repealed ? Had we not a majo- 
** rity ? Might we not have done it, if we plea- 
*« {c(\ ?" To which the others anfwcr, «« You 
** did what you could : You prepared the way, 
•* but you found a fatal impediment from that 
** quarter, whence the fan£^ion of the law muft 
** come 5 and therefore, to favc your credit, you 
** Xiondemned a paper to be burnt, which your* 
** felves had brought in." But alas I the mif* 
carriage of that noble projeft for the fafcty of 
the church had another original ; the knowledge 
whereof depends upon a piece of fecret hiftory,. 
which I fhall now lay open. 

Thefe church-proteftors had dire<3:cd zprejhj^ 
terian preacher to draw up a bill for repealing the 

tejl. 
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ttft. It was accordingly done with great art ; 
and in the preamble, feveral expreflions of civi- 
lity to the eflablijhed church j and when it came 
to the qualifications of all thofc who were to 
enter on any oflSce, the compiler had taken fpe- 
cial care to make them large enough for all Chri- 
ftians whatfoever, by tranfcribing the very words 
(only formed into an oath) which Quakers arc 
obliged to profefe by a former aft of parliament; 
as I {hall here fet them down \ ^^ \ A. B. pro- 
•*fefs' faith in God the Father, and in Jefus 
** Chrift his eternal Son, the true God ; and in 
♦* the Holy Spirit, one God, blefled for cver- 
•* more ; and do acknowledge the holy fcriptures 
" of the Old and New Teftament to be given by 
<« dirinc infpiration.^ This bill was carried to 
the chief readers for their approbation, with 
thefc terrible words turned into an oath. What 
Ihould they do? Thofc few among them, who 
fancied they. believed in God, were fure they did 
not believe in Chrift^ or the Holy Spirity or one 
fyllable of the Bible ; and they were as fure that 
every body knew their opinion in thofe matters, 
which indeed they had been always too fincere 
to difguife ; how therefore could they take fuch 
an oath as that, without ruining their reputation 
with Tindal, Toland, Coward, Collins, Clen- 
4on, and all the tribe of Free-thinkers, and fo 
^ve a fcandal to weak unbelievers ? Upon this 
nice point of honour and confcience the matter 
wag hufihed, the ptrcjeft for repealing the tejl let 

fill, 
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fall, and the facramcnt left as the fmaller ev: 
the two. 

Fourtkl^y Thefe pillars of the church, bee 
the harvejl was gr^aty and the labourers few^ 
becaufe they would eafe the bifhops from 
grievous trouble of laying on hands^ w^ere wil 
to allow that power to all men whatfoever 
prevent that terrible confequence.of unchun 
thofe who thought a hand from under a cIol 
efFeclual as from lawti-Jlceves, And indeed > 
could more contribute to the advancemen 
true religion, than a bill of general natura 
iion for priejihood ? 

Fifthly^ In order to fix religion in the m 
of men, becaufe truth never appears fo fa 
when confronted with falfehood, they dire 
books to be publifhed that denied the beir 
a God, the divinity of l\iQfecotid and third Pe 
the truth of all revelation, and the immort 
of the foul. To this we owe that great fen 
religion, that rcfpeft and kindnefs to the cl< 
and that true love of virtue, fo manifeft oi 
years among the youth of our nation. Nor c 
any thing be more difcreet, than to leave 
merits of each caufe to fuch wife, imp. 
judges ; who might othcrwife fall under tli< 
very of believing by educ, tion and prejudice. 

Sixthly y Becaufe nothing fo much diftradi: 
thoughts, as too great variety of fuhjefts, tl 
fore they had kindly prepared a bill to pref 
the clergy what fubjefts they fliould preach 
bnj and in what manner, that they might I 
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; and this no doubt was a proper work for 

mds, fo thoroughly verfed in the theory 

idice of aM Chriftian dutbs- 

^iyy To fove trouble and expencc to the 
they contrived that convocations fhould 
feldom as poffible \ and, when they were 

I to aflemble, would never allow them to 
with aivy bulinefs^ becaufe, they f aid y 

[re of a clergyman was enough to take up 
lie man. For the fanoe reafon they were 
firous to excufe the biihops from fitting 
ament, that they might be at more lei- 
ftay at home and look after the inferior 

II mention at prefent but one more in- 
>f their pious zeal for the church. They 
lewhere heard the maxim, that Sanguis 
m eji femen ecclefta^ therefore, in order to 
feed^ they began with impeaching a clergy-^ 
md that it might be a true martyrdom in 
rcumftance, they proceeded as much as 
againft common law ; which the long^rohe 
the managers knew was, in an hundred 
8, directly contrary to all their pofitions, 
e fufficiently warned of it before-hand 'j but 
e of the church prevailed. Neither was 
eachment an affair taken up on a fudden ; 
rtain great perfon (whofe charafter hath 
ely publifhed by fome ftupid and lying 
who very much diftinguifhed himfelf by 
for forwarding this impeachment ^ had fe- 
ars ago endeavoured to perfuadc the late 

III. H King 
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King to give way to juft fuch another attempt 
He told his Majefty, there was a certain clergy- 
man, who preached very dangerous fermons, and 
that the only way to put a (lop to fuch infolence 
was to impeach him in parliament. The King 
inquired the character of the man : " Oh Sir,** 
faid my Lord, " the mod violent, hot, pofitivc 
** fellow in England ; fo extremely wilful, that 
** I believe he would be heartily glad to be a mar- 
tyr." The King anfwered, " Is it fo ? then I 
•« am refolved to difappoint him ;" and would ne- 
ver hear more of the matter; by which that 
hopeful projeft unhappily mifcarried. 

I have hitherto confined myfelf to thofe cdp 
deavours for the good of the church, which were 
common to all the leaders and principal men of 
our party ; but, if my paper were not drawing 
towards an end, I could produce feveral inftances 
of particular perfons, who, by their exemplary 
lives and adlions, have comfirmed the charafter 
fo juftly due to the whole body. ' I fliall at pre- 
fent mention only two, andilluftrate the merits of 
each by a matter of fa<9:. 

That worthy patriot and /r«^/(?v^r of the church, 
whom a late Examhier is fuppofed to refleft on 
under the name of Verres, felt a pious impulfe 
to be a benefadlor to the cathedral of Gloucefter ; 
but how to do it in the mod decent generous 
manner, was the queilion. At laft he thought 
of an expedient : One morning, or night, he dole 
into the church, mounted upon the altar, and 
there did that, which in cleanly phrafe is call- 
ed 



|. The examiner: Bf 

mrthening of nature. He was difcovered, 
uted, and condemned to pay a thoufand 
; which fum was all employed to fupport 
trch^ as no doubt the htnefadior meant it. 
Te is another perfon, whom the fame wri- 
hought to point at under the name of Will. 
y. This gentleman, knowing that mar- 
ees were a confiderabie perquifite to the 
» found out a way of improving them ctnt. 
/. for the good of the church. His invention 
marry a fecond wife, while the firft was 
convincing her of the lawfulnefs by fuch 
ents, as he did not doubt would make o- 
follow the fame example. Thefe he had 
up in writing, with intention X.o publifh 
e general good : and it is hoped he may 
ave leifure to finifh them. 



J3* ThurfUay, January ii. 1710. 

Jta fufc:piatur, ut nihil aliud nifi fax qu£fita vide"* 
atur» 

a fatisfied, that no reafonable man of ei- 
er party can juftly be ofifended at any thing 
in one of my papers relating to the army^ 
the maxims I there laid down, perhaps 
perfons may conclude, that I had a mind 
)rld fhould think there had been occafion 
by fome late abufes among men of that 
; ; and they conclude right : for my inten- 
, that my hints may be underftood, and 
H 2 my 



88 The EXAMINER, ti'^it. 

my quotations and allegories applied : and I am 
in fome pain to think, that in the Orcades on 
one fidcy and the weftcrn coafts of Ireland on 
the other, the Examiner may want a key in feve* 
ral parts, which I wifh I could furniih them with. 
As to the French King, I am under no concern 
at all : I hear he hath left off reading my papers^ 
and, hy what he hath found in them, diflikes our 
proceedings more than ever ; and intends cithci 
to make great additions to his armies, or propofe 
new terms for a peace. So falfe is that, vfhicb 
is commonly reported of his mighty fatisfaftioa 
in our change of miniftry. And 1 think it clcjtr, 
that his late letter of thanks to the T&ries of 
Great- Britain miift either have been extorted 
from him againft his judgment, or was a caft of 
politics to fct the people againfl: the prcfcnt mi- 
niftry ; wherein it hath wonderfully fucceeded. 

But though I have never heard, or never re- 
garded any objedlions made againft that paper, 
which mentions the army \ yet I intended this 
as a fort of apology for it. And firft I declare, 
(becaufe we live in a miftaken world) that in 
hinting at fome proceedings, wherein a few pelf- 
fons arc faid to be concerned, I did not intend to 
charge them upon the body of the army. I hx9t 
too much detefted that barbarous in}ufti:ce among 
the writers of a late party to be ever guilty of it 
myfelf ^ I mean the accufing focieties for the 
crimes of a few. On the other fide, I muft take 
leave to believe, that armies are no more exempt 
from corruptions than other numbrrd of men; 

The 
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The msaims prapoCesiL vcte occafioxxAUy in^rodo* 
ccd by the report o£ certain fa^b^ which I am 
kund to belKve are true, becaafe I am £uxCp 
confidering what hath pafled^ it would be a 
crime to think otherwife. All pofts in the army, 
all employments at coiut, and many others^ are» 
•romght to hty giren and re&imed at the mere plea^ 
fure of the prince \ yet when I fee a great ofiicev 
broke, a change made in the court or the mini* 
ftry, and this under the moft }uft and gracious 
princefs that ever reigned, I muft naturally con* 
etude it is done npen prudent confiderations, 
and for fome great demerit in the fufierers. But 
then is not the punifhment fufficient? Is it ge» 
neroufr or cbaFkabte to trample on the unfortu- 
nate, and expofe their foults to the world in the 
ftrongeft colowrs ? And would it not fuit better 
with magnanim^ity, as well as common good na- 
ture, to leare then* at quiet totheir own thoughts 
and repentance? Yes, without queftion ; provided 
It could be fo contrrved that their very names, 
as well as aftions, might be forgotten for ever ; 
fach an aft of oblivion would be for the honour 
of our nation, and beget a better opinion of us 
with pofterity \ and then I might have fparcd the 
world and myfclf the trouble of examiniftg. But 
at prefcnt there is a cruel dilemma in the cafe \ 
the friends and abettors of the late miniftry are 
every day publifhing their praifcs to the world, 
and cafting refleftions upon the prefent perfons 
in power. This is fo barc-foced an afpcrfion up- 
on the Queen, that I know not how any good 
H 3 fubjeft 
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fubje£l can with patience endure it» although he 
were ever fo indifferent with regard to the opi- 
nions in difpute. Shall they, who h^ve loft all 
power and love of the people, be allowed to fcat- 
ter their poifon ; and ihall not thofe, who are at 
leail of the Itrongeft fide, be fuffered to bring an 
antidote ? And how can we undeceive the delu- 
ded remainder, but by letting them fee, that thefe 
difcarded (latefmen were juftly laid afide ; and 
producing as many inftances to prove it as we 
can, not from any perfonal hatred to them, but 
in juRification of the beft of Queens? Themanj 
fcurrilities I have heard and read a^ainit this 
poor paper of mine, are in fuch a drain, that 
confidering the prefent ftate of affairs, they loci 
like a jeft. They ufually run after the following 
manner : " What ! (hall this infolent writer pre 
" fume to cenfure the late miniftry, the ableft 
'< the mod faithful, and trued lovers of thei 
«« country and its conditution, that ever fcrved ; 
" prince ? Shall he refledk on the bed Houfe o 
«« Commons, that ever fat within thofe walls 
*« Hath not the Queen changed both for a mini 
« dry and parliament of Jacobites and High^Jlyen 
« who are felling us to France, and bringin 
«< over the Pretender /*" This is the very fum an 
force of all their reafonings, and this is their mc 
thod of complaining againd the Examiner. I 
them it is humble and loyal to refleft upon th 
Queen, and the minidry and parliament fhe hat 
chofen, with the univerfal applaufe of the people 
In us it is infolent to defend her Majedy and he 

choice 
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choice, or to anfwcr their objeftions, by (hew- 
ing the rcafons why thofe changes were ncceflary. 

The fame ftyle hath been ufed in the late cafe 
concerning fome gentlemen in the army. Such 
a claQiour was raifed by a fet of men, who had 
the boldnefs to tax the adminiftration with cruel- 
ty and injullice, that I thought it neceffary to 
interfere a little, by fhewing the ill confequen-^ 
ces that might arife from fome proceedings, al- 
though without application to particular perfons. 
And what do they offer in anfwer ? Nothing but 
a few common places againft calumny and inform^ 
ers; which might have been full as jull and fea- 
fonable in a plot againft the facred perfon of the 
Queen. 

But, by the way, why are thefe idle people fo 
indifcreet to name thofe two words which afford 
occaGon of laying open to the world fuch an in- 
famous fcene oi fubornation and perjury y as well at 
calumny and informing^ as 1 believe is without ex- 
ample 9 when a whole cabal attempted an aElionj 
wherein a condemned criminal * refufed to join 
with them for the reward of his life ? Not that I 
difapprove their fagacity, who could foretel fo 
long before by what hand they fhould one day 
fall, and therefore thought any means juftifiable 
by which they might prevent it. 

But waving this at prefent, it muft be owned, 
in juftice to the army, that thofe violences did 
not proceed fo far among them as fome have be- 
lieved 5 nor ought the madnefs of a few to be 
laid at their doors* For the reft, I am fo far 
• Greg. from 
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from denying the due praties to tboTe braiw 
'troops who did their part in procuring to «wnf 
viftories for the al/iej, th^t I could wi(h Cferf 
officer and prirate foldier had their full fhare of 
honour in proportion to their deferts ; being thus 
far of the Athenians mind, who, when it was 
propofed that the flatue of Miltiades Oiould be 
fet up alone in fome public place of the city, bH 
they would agree to it, whenever he conquered *• 
lone^ but not before. Neither do I at all blame 
the officers of the army for preferring in their 
hearts the late miniftry before the prefent 5 or, if 
wiihing alone could be of any ufe, for wiflring 
their continuance, becaufe then they might be 
fecure of the war's continuance too ; wiiereas, 
fince affairs have been put into other hands, they 
may perhaps lie under fome apprchenfions of a 
peace ; which no army, efpecially in the courfe of 
fuccefs, was ever inclrnedto \ and which all wife 
Rates have in fuch ajunfture chiefly endeavoured. 
This is a point, wherein the civil and military 
politics have always difagreed : And for that rea- 
fon, I affirmed ic neceffary, in all free govern- 
ments, that the latter fhould be abfolutely in 
fubje6lion to the former ; otherwife one of thefc 
two inconveniencies muft arife, either to be per- 
petually in war, or to turn the civil inftitution in- 
to a military. 

I am ready to allow all that hath been faid of 
the valour and experience of our troops, who have 
fully contributed their part to the great fucceffes 
abroad ; nor is it their fault that thofe important 

viftories 
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vMkmiSft bad ao better coniequenccs iatt homCy 
though it may be their mdvaniage. War is their 
trade sindbuHnefs : To improve and cultivate the 
advantages of fuccefs, is an affair of the cabinet ; 
aod the neg]le& of this, whether proceeding from 
weaknefs or corrtiption» according to the ufual 
uncertainty of wars, may be of the moft fatal 
confequence to the nation. For pray^ let me re- 
prefent our condition in fuch a light, as I believe 
both parties will allow, though perhaps not the 
coofcquences I (hall deduce from it. We have 
beeh for above nine years bleft witb a Queen, 
wboj befides all virtues that can enter into the 
comvpofitioQ of a private perfbn, poflefleth every 
regal quality that can contribute to make a peo- 
ple happy: Of great wifdom, yet ready to re- 
ceive the advice of her counfellors \ of much dif- 
cernment in chufing proper inftruments, when 
(be follows ber own jixigment ; and only capable 
of being deceived by that excefs of goodnefs, 
which makes her judge of others by herfelf : Fru- 
gal in ber management, in order to contribute 
to the public^ which in proportion fhe doth, and 
that voluntarily, beyond any of her fubjc^s •, but 
from ber own nature generous and charitable to 
all who want or deferve \ and, in order to exer- 
cife thofe virtues, denying herfelf all cntcrtaini. 
ments of expence, which many others enjoy. 
Then, if we look abroad, at leail in Flanders, our 
arms bave been crowned with perpetual fuccefs 
an battles and ficgcs \ not to mention feveral for- 
tunate actions i» Spaiiv. Tbeib fa£ls being thu& 

(latcd^ 
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ftatedy which none can deny ; it is natural to a(k| 
how we have improved fuch advantages, zoAiH 
what account they have turned ; I fhall ufe no 
difcouraging terms. When a patient grows dai- 
ly worfe by the tampering of mountebanks^ there 
is nothing left but to cali in the bed phyficians^ 
before the cafe grows defperate. But I would 
a(k whether France, or any other kingdom, would 
have made fo little ufe of fuch prodigious oppor- 
tunities ? the fruits whereof could never have fal- 
len to the ground without the extremeft degree 
of folly and corruption : and where thofe have 
lain, let the world judge. Inftead of aiming at 
peace, while we had the advantage of the war, 
which hath been the perpetual maxim of all wife 
ftates, it hath been reckoned faftious and malig- 
nant even to cxprefs our wifhes for it ; and fuch 
a condition impofcd, as was never offered to any 
prince, who had an inch of ground to difpute: 
^4a enim efl conditio pacts y in qua «, cum quopacem 
facia fy nihil concedi poteji ? 

It is not obvious to conceive what could move 
men, who fat at home, and were called to con- 
fult upon the good of the kingdom, to be fo utter- 
ly averfe froni putting an end to a long expenfivc 
war, which the viftorious, as well as conquered 
fide, were heartily weary of. Few, or none of 
them, were men of the fword ; they had no (hare 
in the honour ; they had made large fortunes, 
and were at the head of all affairs. But they 
well knew by what tenure they held their power; 
^ that the Queen faw through their defigns j that 

they 
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they had entirely loft the hearts of the clergy j 
that the landed men were againft them j that they 
were dctefted by the body of the people j and that 
nothing bore them up but their credit with the 
bank, and other ftocks, which would be neither 
formidable nor neceflary when the war was at 
an end. . For thefe reafons they refolved to dif- 
appoint all, overtures of a peace, until they and 
their party ihould be fo deeply rooted as to make 
it impoflible to fhake them. To this end they 
began to precipitate matters fo faft, as in a little 
time muft have ruined the conftitution, if the 
crown had not interpofed, and rather ventured 
the accidental effects of their malice, than fuch 
dreadful. confequences of their power. And in- 
deed if the former danger had be^n greater, than 
fomc hoped or feared, I fee no difEculty in the 
choice, which was the fame with his, who faid 
be had rather he devoured by ivolves than by rats. 
I therefore ftill infift, that we cannot wonder at, 
or find fault with, the army for concurring with 
the miniftry, which was for prolonging the war. 
The inclination is natural in them all ; pardon- 
able in thofe who have not yet made their for- 
tunes 5 and as lawful in the reft, as love of power, 
or love of money, can make it. But, as natural, 
as pardonable, and as lawful as this inclination 
is, when it is not under check of the civil 
power, or when a corrupt miniftry joins in gi- 
ving it too great a fcope, the confequence can be 
nothing lefs than infallible ruin and flavery to a 
ftatc. 

After 
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After I had finiihed this paper, the print€rf«&t 
me two ffliall pamphlets, called, 'The in§^ 
'nagement of the ivar; written wkh feia|^ 
plaufibility, much artifice, and f^undancc 
of mifreprefentationa, as well as dired falfe- 
hoods in point of faft. Thefc I have thought 
worth examining^ which I (hall accordingly 
do, when I find an oppoitumty. 



l8, tjio, } 



N*^ 24, Thurtlay, January 

Psrva in9menta in fpcm metumfut inifcllunt •nim^u 

HOPES are natural to moft men, efpecially 
to fonguine completions 5 and among .. 
the various changes that happen in the courfc 
of public affairs, they are feldom without fomc 
grounds. Even in defperate cafes, where it is 
impoffible they (hould have any foundation, they 
are often afFefted to keep a countenance, and 
make an enemy think we have feme refource, 
which they know nothing of. This appears to 
have been for feveral ^months paft the condition 
of thofe people, whom I am forcecf, for waot 
of other phrafes, to call the ruined party. They 
have taken up fince their fall fome real, and fome 
pretended hopes. When the Earl of Sunderland 
was difcarded, they hoped her Majefty would 
.proceed no farther in the change of her miniftry; 
and had the infolence to mifreprefent her words 
to foreign ftates. , They hoped no-body durft ad- 
vife the diflblution of the parliament. When 
this was done, and further alterations made in 

court, 
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court, they boped^ and endeavoured to ruin the 
credit of the nation. They likewife hoped, that 
•€ fliould have fome terrible lofs abroad, which 
would force us to unravel all, and begin again 
upon their bottom. But of all their hopes, whe- 
ther real or affumed, there is none more extra- 
ordinary -than that, which they now would feen^ 
to place their whole confidence in. That this 
great turn of ailairs was only occafioned by a 
ihort jnadnefs of the people, from which they 
will recover in a little time, when their eyes are 
open, and they grow cpol and fober enough to 
confider the truth of things, and how much they 
luve been deceived. It is not improbable, that 
fome few of the deepeft-fighted among thefe rea- 
foners are well enough convinced, how vain all 
fuch hopes muft be : But for the reft, the wifeft 
of them feem to have been very ill judges of the 
people's difpofitions ; the want of which know- 
ledge was a principal occafion to haften their 
ruin J for furely, had they fufpedled which way 
the popular current inclined, they never would 
bave run againft it by that iiypeachment. I there- 
fore conclude, they generally are fo blind, as to 
imagine fome comfort from this fantaftical opi- 
nloHj that the people of England are at prefent 
diftraded, but will fliortly come to their fenfes 
again. 

For the fervice therefore of our adverfaries and 

friends, I fliall briefly examine this point, by (liew- 

*ing what are the caufes and fymptoms of a peo- 

VoL. III. I pie's 
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plc*8 madnefs 5 and how it cBffers £rom their ns 
tural bent and inclination. 

It is Machiavel's obfervation, that the pcopfi 
^hcn left to their own Judgment^ do feWoi 
miftakc their true interefts ; and indeed they a 
turally love the conftitutioa they are bom ur 
der ; never defiring to change> but under grei 
oppreflions. However, they are to be deceive 
by feveral means. It hath often happened i 
Greece, and fometimes in Rome, that riiofe vci 
men, who have contributed to (hake off a foi 
mer tyranny, have, inftead of reftoring the ol 
conftitution, deluded the people into a wofi 
and more ignominious flavery. Be(ide$, all gw 
changes have the fame effeft upon commor 
wealths, that thunder hath upon liquors, makin 
the dregs fly up to the top ; the lowed plebeiw 
rife to the head of affairs, and there prefers 
themfelves, by reprefenting the nobles, and ( 
ther friends to the old government, as enem« 
to the public. The encouraging of new myft 
ries and new deities, with the pretences of fa 
ther purity in religion, hath likewife been a fr 
quent topic to miilead the people. And, not 
mention more, the promoting falfe reports 
dangers from abroad hath often ferved to pr 
vent them from fencing againft real dangers 
home. By thcfe and the like arts, in conjun 
tion with a great depravity of manners, and 
weak or corrupt adminiflration, the madnefs 
the people hath rifen to fuch a height, as 
break in pieces the whole frame of the beft-inf 

tut 
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I govemiBents. But however fuch great 
ueS| being artificially raifed, are a perfe6b 

and conftraint upon human nature ; and 
r a wife fteady prince will certainly decline 
emfelves, fettling like the fea after a ftorm; 
heu the true bent and genius of the people 
uppear. Ancient and Aiodern ftory are full 
[lances to illuflrate what I fay. 
our own ifiand we had a great e&ample of 
g raadnefs in the peoplC) kept up by a tbot»* 
artifices, like intoxicating medicines, un- 
e confUtution was deftroyed ; yet the ma- 
;y being fpent, and the humour exhauft^d 
fervid to foment it, before the ufurpers 
1 fix upon a new fcheme, the people fud- 
' recovered) and peaceably reftored the old 
itution. 

3m what I have offered, it will be eafy to 
e, whether this late change in the difpofi- 
of the people was a new madnefs, or a rc- 
y from an old one. Neither do I fee how 
I be proved, that fuch a change had, in any 
noftance, the leaft fymptoms of madnefs, 
bcr my defcription of it be right, or no. It 
eed, that the trueil way of judging the dif- 
on of the people in the choice of their repr&- 
tives is by computing the county-eleftions i 
in thefe it is manifell, that five in fix are 
:ly for the prcfent meafures; although the 

was fo far firom interpofing its credit, that 

was no change in the admiralty, not above 

or two in the lieutenaqcy, nor any other 

I z methods 
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methods ufed to influence eIe£iions. The free 
unextorted addrefTes fent fome time before fron 
evef y part of the kingdom, plainly fhewed wha 
fort of bent the people had taken, and from wha 
motives. The election of members for this grea 
city, carried, contrary to all conjedure, again! 
the united intereft of thofe two great bodies, th 
Bank and Eaft-India Company, was another coi) 
vincing argument. Befides, the Whigs their 
felves have always confefled, that the bulk ( 
landed men in England was generally of Torie 
So that this change muft be allowed to be ai 
cording to the natural genius and difpofition < 
the people, whether it were juft and reafonab 
in itfelf, or no. 

Not with (landing all which, you fliall frequen 
ly hear the part if arts of the late men in pow 
gravely and decifively pronounce, that the pr 
fent miniftry cannot poflibly (land. Now, th' 
who affirm this, if they believe themfelves, mi 
ground their opinion upon the iniquity of the l 
being fo far eflablifhed and deeply rooted, tl 
no endeavours of honeft men will be able to i 
ftore things to their former (late. Or elfe the 
reafoners have been fo milled by twenty yes 
mifmanagemcnt, that they have forgot our co 
ftitution, and talk as if our monarchy and re^ 
lution began together. But the body of the pc 
pic is wiferj and by the choice they have mac 
ihew they do underftand our conftitution, a 
wouli bring it back to the old form; which 
the new miniiters take care to maintaiuj tli 
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will and ought to (land ; otherwife they may fall 
like their predeccflbrs. But I think, we may 
eafily forcfec what a parliament, freely chofen^ 
without threatening or corruption, is likely to 
do, when no man fhall be in any danger to lofe 
his place by the freedom of his voice. 

But, who are thofe advancers of this opinion, 
that the prefent miniftry cannot hold ? It muft 
be either fuch as are afraid to be called to an ac- 
count, in cafe it fhould hold; or thofe who 
kcq> offices, from which others better qualified, 
>wre removed, and may reafonably apprehend to 
kc turned out for worthier men to come into 
their places; fince perhaps it will be neceflary to 
make fome changes, that the public bufinefs of 
the nation may go on : or laftly, Jlock-jobbers^ 
vho induftrioufly fpread fuch reports, that ac- 
tions may fall, and their friends buy to advantage. 

Yet thefe hopes, thus freely exprefled, as they 
*rc more fincere, fo they are more fupportable, 
than when they appear under the difguife and 
pretence oi fears. Some of thefe gentlemen are 
employed to fhake their heads in proper com- 
panies J to doubt where all this will end ; to be 
in mighty pain for the nation ; to fliew how im- 
poffible it is that the public credit can be fup- 
ported ; to pray that all may do well, in what- 
ever hands; but very much to doubt, that the 
Pretender is at the bottom. I know not any 
thing fo nearly refembling this behaviour, as 
what I have often feen among the friends of a 
Cck man^ whofe intereft it is that he (hould die. 
1 3 The 
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The phfficiane proteft they fee no danger i tl 
fymptoms are good, the medicines anfwer i 
pedation ; yet ftill they are not to be eomforte 
they whifper, he is a gone man, it is not poffi 
be (hould hold out ; he hath perfe£]b death in 
face ; they never liked his do£bor. At laft, i 
patient recovers, and their joy is as fdfe as tb 
grief. 

I believe there is no man (o fanguine, ^ 
did not apprehend fome ill confequences from 
late change ; though not in any proportion 
the good ones; but it is mantfeft, the fort 
have proved much fewer and lighter than w 
expefled, either at home or abroad, by the fe 
of our friends, or the hopes of our enem: 
Thofe remedies that ftir the humours in a < 
eafed body, are at firft more painful than 
malady itfelf ; yet certain death is the cor 
quence of deferring them too long. A£l:i< 
are fallen, and the loans are faid to come 
flowly. But befides that fomething of this m 
have been, whether there had been any chan 
or no; befides that the furprife of every chan 
for the better as well as the worie, is apt 
afie£t credit for a while ; there is a farther r 
fon, which is plain, and icandalous. Wl 
the late party was at the helm, thofe who w 
called the Tories never put their refentmcnts 
balance with the fafety of the nation ; but che 
fully contributed to the common caufe : Now 
fcene is changed, the fallen party feems to 
from very difercnt motives *, they have^ivw 
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wtrddiaat;' they wUl keep their money, and 
kpai&ve ; and in this pointy (land upon the fame 
foot with Papifts and Ntmjurors. What would 
lave become of the public, if the prefent great 
majority had a£^ed thus during the late admini^ 
ftntioQy before the others were mafters of that 
wealth they have Iqueezed out of the landed 
nifii, and with the ftrength of which they would 
vxnr hold the kingdom at defiance ? 

Thus much I have "diought fit to fay, without 

pinting reflexions upon any particular perfon, 

vhich I have hitherto but fparingly done, and 

that only towards thofe whofe charaders are too 

profligate, that the managing of them fliould be 

of any oonfequence. Befides, as it is a talent I 

un not naturally fond of ; ib in the fubje£i8 1 

treat, it is generally ncedlcfs. If I difplay the 

cfeds of avarice and ambition, of bribery and 

corruption, of grofs immorality and irreligion;; 

ihofe who are the lead convcrfant in things, will 

eafily know where to apply them. Not that I 

lay any weight upon the objeftions of fuch, who 

charge me with this proceeding : It is notorious 

enough, that the writers of the other fide were 

the firft aggreflbrs. Not to mention their fcur* 

rilous libels, many years ago, diredily levelled 

at particular perfons 1 how many papers do now 

come out every week, full of rude inveflives a- 

gainft the prefent minillry, with the firft and 

laft letters of their names to prevent miftakes i 

It is good fometimes to let thefe people fee, that 

we neither want fpirit iK)r materials to retaliate \ 

and 
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and therefore, in this point alone, I (hall follow 
their example, whenever I find myfelf fufficient* 
Ijr provoked ; only with one addition, that what- 
ever charges I bring, either general or particular, 
ftiall be religiouily true, founded either upon a* 
▼owed faAs, which none can deny, oi fuch as I 
can prove from my own knowledge. 

Being rcfolved publicly to confefs any miftakd 
I have been guilty of, I do hereby humbly defire 
the reader's pardon for one of mighty import- 
ance, about a hSi in one of my papers faid to 
be done in the cathederal of Glouceften A 
whole Hydra of errors in two words ! For, as I 
am fince informed, it was neither in the cathe- 
dral, nor city, nor county of Glouccfter, but 
fome other church of that diocefe. If I had ever 
met any other objeftion of equal weight, al- 
though from the meaneit hands, I ihould certain* 
ly have anfwercd it. 

N^ 25. Thurfday, January 2^. 1710.' 

Ata\fl;K/AU0t rlftt a-v^n, ro /iniv rvfitxmt M ri ri» Swmritct | 

xa7a rav l^^fuv avvafioa-av, 

Summ/Jfa guadam voce colUcutt funt, futrum famma t rat it 
deminatiom, fibi confirmanda, nc inimich delcndh C9tf 
juration 

NOT many days ago I obferved a knot of dif- 
contcnted gentlemen, curfing the Tories 
to hell for their uncharitablenefs in affirming, 
that if the late miniftty had continued to this 
time, we Ihould have neither church nor mo' 

narchj 
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fiarcbj left. They arc ufually fo candid^ as to 
call that the opinion of the party, which they 
hear in a cofiee--houfe, or over a bottle, from fome 
warm young people, whom it is odds but they 
have provoked to fay more than they believed, by 
fome pofitions as abfurd and ridiculous of their 
own. And fo it proved in this very inftance : 
For, aiking one of thefe gentlemen, what it was 
that provoked thofe he had been difputing with, 
to advance fuch a paradox ; he afiured me in % 
▼cry calm manner, it was nothing in the world, 
hut that himfelf and fome others of the company 
had made it appear, that the de(ign of the pre* 
fcnt parliament and miniftry was to bring m 
Popery f arbitrary power^ and the Pretender j which 
I take to be an opinion fifty times more improba- 
bte, as well as more uncharitable, than what is 
charged upon the Whigs : becaufe I defy our ad- 
Tcrfaries to produce one Tingle reafcn for fufped^- 
ing fuch defigns in the pcrfons now at the helm ; 
whereas I can, upon demand, produce twenty to 
ihew, that fome late men had (Irong views to- 
wards a cotttmofiwealih^ and the alteration of the 
iburch. 

It is natural indeed, when a ftorm is over, that 
hath only untiled our houfes and blown down 
fome of our chimnies, to confider what farther 
mifchiefs might have enfued, if it had laded 
longer. However, in the prefent cafe, I am not 
of the opinion above mentioned. 1 believe the 
church and date might have l^iAed fomewhat long^^ 
tr^ although the late enemies to both had done 

their 
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their worft. I can hardly conceive, how tli 
would have been foon ripe for a ncvr revolutio 
I am convinced, that if they had ofiered to ; 
fuch large and fuddeh ftrideSi it muft have coo 
to blows 'i and, according to the computatio 
we have now reafon to think a right one, I eattl 

* partly guefs what would have been the iflue. B^\ 
fides, we arc fure the Queen would hare irUH^l 
pofed, before they came to extremities i and HI 

' little as they regarded the regal authority^ would | 
hcAC been a check in their career* 

But, inftcad of this queilion, what would hafB | 
been the coiifequence, if the late miniftry bs|d 
<ontinued ? I will propofe another, which will \ 
be more ufcful for us to confider ^ and that is. 
What ive may rcafonably expeii they wili do, jfevif 
ihey come Into fower again ? Thisj we know, it 
the deOgn and endeavour of all thofe fcribbles 
which daily Hy about in their favour § of all the 
falfe, infolent, and fcaiidalous libels againft the 
prefent adnunidration } and of all thofe engines, 
fet at work to fink the oBions^ and blow up the 
public credit. As for thofe who (hew their is* 
clinations by writing, there is one confideratiOD, 
which I wonder tloth not fometimes affe£l them: 
For how can they forbear having a good opinion 
of the gentlenefs and innocence of thofe, whp I 
permit them to employ their pens as they do? ] 
It puts me in mind of an infolent, pragmatical 
orator fomewhere in Greece, who, railing with 
great freedom at the chief men in the (late, was 
anfwerpd byi>ne, who bad been very inftnuncntal 

in 
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in recovering the liberty of the city, that •« he 
•♦ thanked the gods, they had now arrived to the 
* condition he always wiflicd them in, when 
■* every ntan in that city might fecurely fay what 
^ he plcafed." I wifli thefe gentlemen would 
lowever compare the liberty they take, with 
Krhat their mafters ufcd to give ; how many mef- 
ftngers and warrants would have gone out a- 
gainft any, who durft have opened their lips, or 
drawn their pens, againfl the perfons and pro- 
ceedings of thciT juntos and cabals ? How would 
their weekly writers have been calling out for 
profecution znApuniJbment? We remember, when a 
poor nick-name *, borrowed from an old play of 
Ben Johnfon, and mentioned in a fermon without 
any particular application, was made ufe of as a 
motive to fpur on an impeachment. But after 
an it muft be confefled, they had reafons to be 
thus fevere, which their fucceflbrs have not : 
Their faults would never endure the light; and 
to have expofed them fooner would have raifed 
the kingdom againft the aftors, before the pro- 
per time. 

But to come to the fubjefl: I have now un- 
dertaken^ which is to examine what the confe- 
qoences would be, upon fuppofition that the 
Whigs were now reftored to their power. I al- 
ready imagine the prefent free parliament diflbl- 
vcd, and another of a different epithet met by the 
force of money and management. I read imme- 
diately 

♦ Yolpone vta4 a nick-aamr given to Lord Treafurer 
Gddolpbbi. 
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diately a dozen or two flinging votes againft th( 
proceedings of the late miniitry. The bill * noTi 
to be repealed would then be re-ena£ied^ and th< 
birthright of an Englifliman reduced again to the 
value of twelve pence. But to give the reader a 
ftronger imagination of fuch a fcene, let me rc- 
prefcnt the defigns of fome men, lately endea- 
voured and projedledj in the form of a paper of 
votes* 

" Ordered, 

«* That a bill be brought in for repealing the 
^* facramental tejt. \ 

«< A petition of Tindal, Collins, Clendon, 
«* Coward, and Toland, in behalf of themfelvcs 
*« and many hundreds of their difciples, fome of 
** whom are members of this Honourable Houfcj 
** defiring that leave maybe given to bring in a 
«« bill for qualifying Atkeifls, Deiflsy and Sociniatis^ 
<« to fcrve their country in any employment ecclc- 
•* fiallical, civil, or military. 
« Ordered, 

** That leave be given to bring in a bill accorJ- 
«* ing to the prayer of the faid petition ; and that 
«« Mr Lechmere f do prepare and bring in th< 
" fame. 

« Ordered, 

** That a bill be brought in for removing the 
« education of youth out of the bands of th( 
♦* clergy* 

«< Another to forbid the clergy preaching cer- 

" tain 

• A bill for a general naturalization, 
f M l.cchni' ■ c was one of the managers againft 0^ 
Sachererel, an^ fummed up the evidence. Hintkef. 
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" tain duties in religion ; efpecially obedience to 
•* princes • 

" Another to take away the jurifdiftion of bi- 
" fliops. 

•* Another for conftituting a general yjr life ; 
"with in(lru<3:ions to the committee, that care 
** may be taken to make the war lad as long as 
** the life of the faid general. 

" A bill of attainder againft James Duke of 
"Ormond, John Duke of Buckingham, Lau- 
" rence Earl of Rochefter, Sir Simon Harcourt 
" Knight, Robert Harley and William Shippen 
" Efquires, Abigail Mafliam fpinfter, and others, 
"for high-treafon againft the junto. 
" Refolved, 
" That Sarah Dutchefs of Marlborough hath 
"been a moft dutiful, juft, and grateful fervant 
" to her Majefty. 
" Refolved^ 
" That to advife the diflblutioft of a Whig par- 
; " liament, or the removal of a Whig miniilry, 
" was in order to bring in Popery and the P;v- 
" tender ; and that the faid advice was high-trea- 
"fon. 

" Refolved^ 
*'That by the original compaBy the govern- 
'* ment of this realm is by a junto^ and a king 
" or queen ; but the adminijlration folely in the 
^^jutito. 

« Ordered, 
" That a bill be brought in for farther limit- 
" ing the prerogative. 
Vol. m. . K " Ordered, 
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" Ordered^ 

«* That it be a (landing order of this ho«f( 
** that the merit of elections be not determine 
** by the number of voices, or right of eledon 
•* but by weight ; and that one W^hig fliall weig 
•* down ten Tories, 

*« A motion being made, and the queftion b( 
«* ing put, that when a WT^ig is detected of ma 
«« nifeft bribery, and his competitor, being a Tor) 
•« hath ten to one a majority, there fliall be 
** new clediion ; it pafTed in the negative. 
" Refolved^ 

•< That for a king or queen, of this realm 
«< to read, or examine, a paper brought them t 
«* be figned by z junto minifter, is arbitrary an 
** illegal, and a violation of the liberties of th 
« people.'* 

Thefe, and the like reformations, would i 
all probability be the firft-fruits of the Whigs n 
furreEiion / and what flrudlures fuch able artifl 
might in a. fliort time build upon fuch foundj 
tions, I leave others to conjefture. All hop< 
of a peace cut off; the nation induftrioufly 11 
volved in farther debts, to a degree that noi 
would dare undertake the management of affair 
but thofe whofe intereft lay ii> ruining the coi 
ftitution. I do not fee, how the wifeft princ 
under fuch neceflities, could be able to extrica 
himfelf. Then as to the church; the biflio] 
would by degrees be difmifled, firft from the pa 
liament, next from their revenues, and at la 

fro] 
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from their oflicc; and the clergy, inftead of 
their idle claim of independency on the ftate^ 
would be forced to depend for their daily bread 
on every individual. But what fyftem of future 
government was defigned ; whether it were al- 
ready digefted, or would have been left for time 
and incidents to mature, I fhall not now examine* 
Only upon this occafion I cannot help reflefting 
on a fa£V, which it is probable the reader knows 
as well as myfelf. There was a pifture drawn 
fome time ago, reprefenting five perfons as large 
as the life, fitting in council together, like a 
pentarchy ; a void fpace was left for a fixth, 
which was to have been the Queen, to whom 
they intended that honour : But her Majefty ha- 
ting fince fallen under their difpleafure, they 
have made a fliift to croud in two better friends 
in her place, which makes it a complete hep" 
tarchy *. This piece is now in the country, re- 
ferved until better times ; and hangs in a hall 
among the pictures of Cromwell, Bradihaw^ 
Ireton, and fome other prcdeceflbrs. 

I muft now defire leave to fay fomething to a 
gentleman, who hath been pleafed to publifb a 
(lifoourfe againft a paper of mine relating to the 
convocation. He promifeth to fet me right ivith^ 
9ut any undue refieEiionSy or indecent language. I 
fuppofe he means, in comparifon with others, 
who pretend to anfwer the Examiner, So far he 
» right J but if he thinks he hath behaved him- 
K 2 felf 

• Tbis licptftrchy was the ferpent witli fcYcn beadx 
t^atbiiediaK* 21, 22. Hwrnkef. 
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felf as becomes a candid antagoniil, I believe Y 
is miftaken. He fays in his titJe-page, my ri 
prefetitations are unfairy and tuy reflexions unjuft 
And his conclufion is yet more fevcre ; wher 
he doubts I and my friends are enraged againft th 
Dutch y becaufe they p reft rved us from Popery andar 
b'Urary poiuer at the Revolution ; and fnce th 
time from being over^run by the exorbitant power c 
France, and beco77iing a prey to the Pretender 
Becaufe this author feems in general to writ 
with an honefl. meaning, I would ferioufly pi 
to him the queftion, whether he thinks / an 
my friends are for Popery, arbitrary power, Frana 
and the Pretender P I omit other inflancesof fmalle 
moment, which however do not fuit, in my op 
nion, with due rejleclion, or decent language. Tfc 
fadl: relating to the convocation came from^ a goc 
hand ; and I do not find this author differs fro 
me in any material circumilance about it. R! 
refledlions were no more, than what might 1 
obvious to any other gentleman, who had lieai 
of their late proceedings. If the notion be righ 
which this author gives us of a Lower-houfe 
convocation ; it is a very melancholy one, and 
me feems utterly inconfiftent with that of a hot 
of men, whom he owns to have a negative : Ai 
therefore, fince a great majority of the clerj 
differ from him in feveral points he advances, 
{hall rather chufe to be of their opinion than hi 
I fancy, when the nvhole fynod met in one houfe, 
this writer affirms, they were upon abetter'fo 
with their bifliops \ and therefore, whether th 

treatmen 
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treatment, io c\trtmt\j de haut en baSj fmcetbcir 
cxclufion, be fuitable to primitive cuftom, or pri- 
mitive humility towards bretbren, is not my bu- 
Inefs to inquire. One may allow tbe divine, 
)rapoflolic right of Epifcopacy, and its great fu- 
>eriorit)r over prefbyters ; and yet difpute tbe me- 
hods of exercifing the latter, which being of hu- 
nan inftitution are fubjeft to encroachments and 
ifurpations. I know every clergyman in a diocefe 
lath a great deal of dependence upon bis bifhop, 
nd owes bim canonical obedience : But I was 
ptto think, that when the whole reprefentatives 
f the clergy met in a fynod, they were confi- 
ered in another light ; at leaft fince they arc 
llowed to liave a negative. If I am miflaken, I 
lefire to be excufed, as talking out of my trade ; 
•nly there is one thing, wberein I entirely differ 
rora this author :* Since in the difputes about 
irivilfiges, onefuie mujl recede \ where fo very few 
>rivileges remain, it is a hundred to one odds, 
hat the encroachments are not on the inferior 
Jergy's fide 5 and no man can blame them fo» 
nfifting on the fmall number that is left. There 
^one fa6t, wherein I muft take occafion to fct 
tMs author right, that the perfon * who firft 
noved the Queen to remit the firft-fiuits and 
tenths to the clergy, was an eminent injlrumefit 
'« the late turn of offn'irs ; and as I am told, hath 
^tely prevailed to have the fame favour granted 
for the clergy of Ireland f . 

K 3 But 

Earl of Oxford, Lord Trcafnrcr. 
t Thii was done by the auilioi^ follcitation. See liis 
""ers to Arckbilhop King. 
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But I muft beg leave to inform tliis author 
that my paper is not intended for the manage- 
ment of controverfy ; which would be of vcrj 
little import to mod readers, and only mifpend 
time, that I would gladly employ to better pur- 
pofes. For where it is a man's bufmefs to en- 
tertain a whole roomfull, it is unmannerly to 
apply himfelf to a particular perfon, and turn 
his back upon the reft of the company. 

N° 16. Thurfday, February i. 1710. 

Ea autem ffl ghrga, laus reCfe fxiCi9rumy • tnagn9rufH(jue h 
rempublicam meritorutfi: fux cum optitni cujuf^uff tun 
cthtn mmltituilinh, tefiim$ni$ comfrobatur, 

I AM thinking what a mighty advantage it fa 
to be entertained as a writer to a ruinet 
€aufe. I remember tl fanatic preacher ^ who was in- 
clined to come into the churchy and take orders 
but upon mature thoughts was diverted fron 
that defign, when he confidered, that the col 
Icftions of the godly were a much heartier an< 
readier penny, than he could get by wranglin; 
for tithes. He certainly had reafon; and th 
two cafes are parallel. If you write in defenc 
of a fallen party, you are maintained by contri 
bution, as a neceflary perfon : You have littl 
more to do than to carp and cavil at thofe, wh< 
^hold the pen on the other fide ; you are fure t 
be celebrated and carefled by all your party, t< 
a man; you may affirm and deny what yoi 
pleafe without truth or probability, fincc it h 
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but lofs of time to contradi<a you. Bcfides, cont" 
tniferation is often on your fide ; and you have a 
pretence to be thought honeft and difintercfted 
for adhering to friends in diftrefs: after which, 
if your friends ever happen to turn up again, 
you have a ftrong fund of merit towards making 
your fortune. Then, you never fail to be well 
fumifhed with materials j every one bringing in 
Ws quota; and falfehood being naturally more 
plentiful than truth : not to mention the wonder- 
ful delight of libelling men in power, and hug- 
ging yourfelf in a comer with mighty fatisfaftion 
for what you have done. 

It is quite otherwife with us, who engage as 
volunteers in the fervice of a flourifhing mini- 
ftry, in full credit with the Queen, and beloved 
by the people ; becaufe they have no finifter ends 
)r dangerous defigns, but purfue with fleadinefs 
md refolution the true intereft of both. Upon 
»rhich account they little want, or defire, our 
iffiftance ; and we may write till the world is 
^cary of reading, without having our pretences 
illowed either to a place^ or a pen/ton : Befides, wc 
ire refufed the common benefit of the party, to 
have our works cried up of courfe; the readers 
of our fide being as ungentle, and hard to pleafe, 
^ if we writ againft them 5 and our papers never 
wake their way in the world, but barely in pro- 
portion to their merit. The defign of their la- 
bours, who write on the conquered fide, is like- 
^fe of greater importance than ours : They arc 
U^e cordials for dying men, which mult be re- 
peated ; 
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peated; whereas ours arc, in the fcripturc-phrafe. 
but maitfr babes : at lead, all I can pretend « 
to undeceive ihc ignorant, and thofe at a di- 
fiance ; but their taik is to keep up the finkinj 
fpirits of a whole party. 

After fuch refleftions, I cannot be angry witi 
thofe gentlemen for perpetually writing againf 
mc : It furnilbes them largely with topics ; andis 
bcfides, their proper bu fine fs; neither is it affec 
tation, or al together y?^r«, that I do not reply 
But as things arc, we both aft fui tabic to our fc 
veral provinces : Mine is, by laying open fom 
corruptions in the late management, to fetthol 
who are ignorant, right in their opinions of pei 
fons and things: It is theirs to cover withjf^ 
leaves all the faults of their friends, as well i 
they can. When I have produced my fa£t:s, an 
oiFered my arguments, I have nothing farther 1 
advance; it is their olHceto deny, and difprov( 
and then let the world decide. If / were as the 
my chief endeavour fliould certainly be to batt 
down the Examiner; therefore I cannot but a 
prove their defign. Bcfides, they have inde( 
another reafon for barking inceCantly at tl: 
paper : They have in their prints openly taxed 
mod ingenious perfon, as author of it; one wl 
is in great, and very deferved, reputation wi 
the world, both on account of his poetic 
works, and his talents for public bufinefs. Tb 
were wife enough to confider, what a fandion 
would give their performances, to fall under t' 
animadvcrfion of fuch a pen j and therefore uf 
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all the forms of provocation commonly pracSifed 
ly little obfcure pedants, who are fond of diflin- 
guifhing themfelves by the fame of an adverfary. 
So nice a tafte have thefc judicious critics in pre- 
tending to difcover an author by his ftyle, and 
manner of thinking! not to mention the juftice 
and candour of exhaufting all the dale topics of 
fcurrility in reviling a paper, and then flinging at 
a venture the whole load upon one who is en-. 
tirely innocent, and whofe greateft fault perhaps 
is too much gentknefs towards a party, from 
whofe leaders he hath received quite contrary 
treatment. 

The concern I have for the eafe and reputation 
of fo deferving a gentleman, hath at length 
forced me, much againit my intereft and inclina- 
tbn, to let thefe angry people know who is not 
the author of the Examiner. For I obfervcd the 
opinion began to fpreadj and I chofe rather to 
facrifice the honour I received by it, than let in"- 
judicious people entitle him to a performance, that 
perhaps he might have reafon to be afhamed of; 
ftill faithfully promifmg never to difturb thofc 
worthy advocates ; but fufFer them in quiet to 
roar on at the Examiner^ if they or their party 
find any cafe in it ; as phyficians fay there is toi 
people in torment, fuch as men in the gout, or 
Women in labour. 

However, I muft acknowledge myfelf indebtcd- 
to them for one hint, which I (hall now purfue^ 
although in a different manner. Since the fall 
of the late miniftry, I have fecn many papers filK 

c4 
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ed with their encomiums ; I conceive, in imita 
tion of thofe who write the lives of famous men 
where after their deaths immediately follow thei 
charaflers. When I faw the poor virtues tbn 
dealt at random, I thought the difpofers bai 
flung their names, like valentines ^ into a hat^ tob 
drawn, as fortune plcafed, by tht Junto and thci 
friends. Their Crall'us drew liberality and graii 
tude; Fuhia, humanity and gentlenefs : Clodius 
piety ?indju/lice : Gracchus, loyalty to his prince 
Cinna, love of his CGuntry and conjiitution : and f 
of the reft. Or, to oult this allegory, I have ol 
ten feen of late the whole ii t of difcarded ftatei 
men celebrated by their judicious hirelings fo 
thofe very qualities, which their admirers owne 
they chiefly wanted. Did thefe heroes put o 
and lock up their virtues when they came int 
employment ? and have they now refumed thei 
fince their difmiflions ? If they wrote them, 
am fure it was under their grentne/s, and withoi 
ever once convincing the world of their vj/!biU 
or influence * 

But why fliould not the prefent miniftry fii 
a pen to praife them, as well as the laft ? This 
what I (hall now undertake ; and it may be mo 
impartial in me, from whom they have dqferv< 
i^ little. I have, luithout being called^ ferved the 
half a year in quality of champion ; and, liy he 
of the Queen, and a majority of nine in ten 
the kingdom, have been able to proteft them 
gainft a routed cabal of hated politicians with 
dos^a of fcribblers at their bead: yet, fo f 

ba 
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Jicy been from rewarding me fuitable to 
:fert8, that to this day they never fo much 
t to the printer to inquire who I was ; al« 
h I have known a time and miniflry, where 
fon of half my merit and confideration 
1 have had fifty promifes : and, in the mean 
a penfton fettled on him, whereof the firji 
Tjbould he honejllj paid. Therefore my rc- 
ents {hall fo far prevail, that in praifing 
who are now at the head of affairs, I (hall 
fame time take notice of their defers* Was 
lan more eminent in his profeflion than the 
It Lord Keeper *, or more diftinguiflied by 
oquence and great abilities in the Houfe of 
nous ? and will not his enemies allow him 
fully equal to the great ftation he now a* 
? But then it muft be granted, that he is 
y ignorant in the fpeculative, as well as 
ical part oi polygamy ; he knows not how to 
norphofe a fober man into a lunatic: he is 
ee'thinker in religion, nor hath courage to 
^ron of an atheiftcal book, while he is guar- 
)f the Queen's confcience. Although after 
o fpeak my private opinion, I cannot think 
fuch mighty obje£lions to his charatSter^ 
ae would pretend. 

e perfon who now prefides at the council f 
cended from a great and honourable father^ 

not 
r Simon Harcourt^ afterwards Lord Harcourt, was 
Lord Keeper upon the reitgaatton of Lord Chan* 
Cowper. Hawkrf. 

lorence Hyde, late Earl of Rochefter, lu the room 
d Somert. HaVfkef^ 
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not from the dregs of the people : he was at the 
head of the treafury for fome years, and rather 
chofc to enrich his prince than himfelf. Jn the 
height of favour and credit, he facrificed the 
greateft employment in the kingdom to his coti" 
fctence and honour; he hath been always firm in 
his loyalty and religion, zealous for fupporting 
the prerogative of the crown, and preferving the 
liberties of the people. But then his heft friends 
mud own, that he is neither Deiji nor Socinian; 
he hath never converfed with Toland to open 
and enlarge his thoughts, and difpel the preju- 
dices of education ; nor was he ever able to ar- 
rive at that perfeftion of gallantry, to ruin and 
imprifin the hufhand^ in order to keep the wife with' 
out difurbance* 

The prefent Lord Steward * hath been always 
diftinguiflied for his wit and knowledge ; is of 
confummate vi^ifdom and experience in affairs; 
hath continued conilant to the true intereil of 
the nation, which he efpoufed from the begin- 
ning \ and is every way qualified to fupport the 
dignity of his oiBce : but, in point of oratory^ 
mud give place to his predeceflbr. 

The Duke of Shrewfbury f was highly inftru- 
mcntal in bringing about the Revolution^ in which 
fervice he freely expofed his life and fortune. 
He hath ever been the favourite of the nation, 
being poffefied of all the amiable qualities that 

can 

' • The Duke of Buckingham and Normandy, in th< 
room of the Duke of Dcvonfhire. H ivk f 

t Lord Chamberlain^ in the room of the Marquis oi 
Kent. Hawkef, 
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can accomplifli a great man; but in the agree- 
ablenefs and fragrancy of his perfon, and the 
profoundnefs of his politics^ muft be allowed to 
fall vcrjr ihort of . 

Mr Harlcy * had the honour of being chofen 
fpeaker fucceffively to three parliaments. He 
was the firft of late years who ventured to reftorc 
the forgotten cuftom of treating his prince with 
duty and refpeB ; eafy and difengaged in private 
converfation, with fuch a weight of affairs 
upon his fhoulders ; of great learning, and as 
great a favourer and proteftor of it ; intrepid 
by nature, as well as by the confcioufnefs of his 
own integrity \ and a defpifer of money ; pur< 
fuing the true intereft of his prince and country 
againft all obflacles ; fagacious to view into the 
remoteft confequences of things, by which all 
difnculties fly before him ; a firm friend, and a 
placable enemy j facrificing his jufteft refent- 
ments> not only to public good, but to common 
interceflion and acknowledgment. Yet with all 
thefe vir|:ues, it muft be granted there is fome 
mixture of human infirmity. His greateft ad- 
mirers muft confefs his (kill at cards and dice to 
be very low and fuperficial ; in horfe-racing he is 
utterly ignorant 5 then, to fave a few millions to 
the public, he never regards how many worthy 
citi%ens he hinders from making up their plumb f. 
And furely there is one thing never to be forgi- 

VoL. III. L ven 

• chancellor of the Exchequer upon the removal of 
I«4ird Gotlolphin. H-wk.-'i. 

f A canc-word'ui Eogland for 100,000 1. 
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ven him, that he delights to have his table filled 
with black coats^ whom he ufeth as if they were 
gentlemen. 

My Lord Dartmouth * is a man of letters, full 
of good fenfc, good-nature, and honour; of 
ftridl virtue and regularity in his life ; but la- 
bours under one great dcfe£l, that he treats hij 
clerks with more civility and good manners than 
others in his flat ion have done the Queen. 

Omitting fome others, I fhall clofe this cha- 
rafter of the prefent minfflry with that of Mr Si 
John f, who, from his youth, applying thoft 
admirable talents of nature, and improvcmentJ 
ef art to public bufinefs, grew eminent in court 
and parliament, at an age when the generality oi 
mankind is employed in trifles and folly. It is 
to be lamented, that he hath not yet procured 
himfelf a bujyy importaut countenance : nor learn* 
cd that profound part of wifdom, to be difficuh 
of accefs. Befides, he hath clearly miftaken th( 
true ufe of books ^ which he hath thumbed, an< 
fpoiled with reading, when he ought to hav 
multiplied them on his (helves : Not like a grea 
man of my acquaintance, M^ho knew a book b 
the back better than a friend by the face ; al 
though he had never converfed with the formej 
and often with the latter. 

No %\ 

* Me fucceedcd the Carl of Sunderland aa Secretary 
State. H.nvkrf. 

t Secretary of State, iii the room of Mr Henry Boyl 
ihi was afcerwjirds created- Lord Vifcouiu Bolingbroke. 
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•N<> 27. Thurdlay, February 8. 1710. 

Ciput efi in 9mni procuratioTte negotii ct mumrts fublh'tt 
ut avar/t/£ pellatur etiam mlnimA [uf^iclo* 

T^HERE is no vice which mankind carried 
-*■ to fuch wild extremes as that of avarice. 
Thofe two, which feem to rival it in this point, 
are luft and ambition \ but the former is check- 
ed by difficulties and difeafes, deftroys itfelf by 
its own purfuits, and ufually declines with old 
age ; and the latter, requiring courage, conduct; 
ind fortune, in a higher degree, and meeting with 
a thoufand dangers and oppofitions, fucceeds too 
feldominan age to fall under common obferv at ion. 
Or, avarice is perhaps the fame paffion with am- 
bition •, only placed in more ignoble and daflard- 
ly minds, by which the objed is changed from 
^fnvoer to money. Or it may be that one man pur- 
sues power in order to wealth, and another 
wealth in order to power ; which laft is the fafer 
vay, although longer about ; and fuiting with 
every period, as well as condition of life, is more 
generally followed. 

However it be, the extremes of this paflion 
are certainly more frequent than of any other ; 
and often to a degree fo abfurd and ridiculous, 
that if it were not for their frequency, they could 
hardly obtain belief. The Jiage^ which carries 
other follies and vices beyond nature and probabi- 
lity, falls very fliort in the reprefentations of ava-- 
L 2 rices 
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rice : nor arc there any extravagancies ii 
kind defcribed by ancient or modern com 
which are not outdone by an hundred infl: 
commonly told among ourfelves. 

I am ready to conclude from hence, t 
▼ice, which keeps fo firm a hold upon hum< 
ture, and governs it with fo unlimited a tyr 
fince it cannot wholly be eradicated, ou^ 
lead to be confined to particular objects ^ to 
and penury, to private fraud and extortior 
never fuH'ered to prey upon the public ; and f 
^certainly be reje^led as the moil unqualify ir 
cumflance for any employment, where b 
and corruption can poflibly enter. 

If the mifchief of this vice in a public f 
were confined to enriching only thofe part 
perfons employed, the evil would be mor 
portable \ but it is ufually quite otherwife. ^ 
Vijieivard defrauds his lord^ he muft conni 
the reft of the fervants^ while they are foll< 
the fame praflice in their feveral fphere 
that in fome families you may obferve a ful 
nation of knaves in a link downwards t 
▼ery helper in the ftables, all cheating by co 
and with impunity. And even if this wei 
perhaps the mafter could bear it without 
undone ; but it fo happens, that for ever^ 
ling the fervant gets by his iniquity, the r 
lofeth twenty ; the perquifites of fervants 
but fmall compofitions for fufFering {hop-k< 
to bring in what bills they pleafe. It is es 
the fame thing in a date : An avaricious 
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in office is in confederacy with the whole clan of 
his diftri£l or dependence* which, in modem 
terms ©f art, is called to live and let live ; and yet 
their gains are the fmalleft part of the public's 
Jofs. Give a guinea to a knavifh land-waiUr, 
and he fhall connive at the merchant for cheating 
the Queen of an hundred- A brewer gives a bribe 
to have the privilege of felling drink to the na- 
Ty \ but the fraud is an hundred times greater 
than the bribe, and the public is at the whole lofs. 
Moralifts make two kinds of avarice : That o£ 
Catiline, alieni appeiens^ Jut prof uf us ; and the o- 
thcr more generally underftood by that name, 
which is the endlefs defire of hoarding. But I 
take the former to be more dangerous in a (late,, 
becaufe it mingles with ambition, which I think 
the latter cannot ; for although the fame breaft 
may be capable of admitting both, it is not able 
to cultivate them ; and where the love of heaping 
wealth prevails, there is not, in my opinion, 
' much to be apprehended from ambition. The 
difgrace of that fordid vice is fooner apt to fpread 
than any other; and is always attended with 
the hatred and fcorn of the people 5 fo that when- 
ercr thofe two paffions happen to meet in the 
feme fiibjeft, it is not unlikely that Providence 
hath placed avarice to be a check upon anihiiion; 
and I have reafon to think fome great minijlers of 
fiate have been of my opinion. 

The divine authority of holy writ, the pre- 
cepts of philofophcrs, the laflies and ridicule of 
fetyrical poets, have been all employed in explo- 
L 3 ding 
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ding thisihfatiable thirft of money^; and all c 
ly controuled by the daily pradicc of mar 
Nothing now remains to be faid upon the 
fion} and if there did, I muft remembe 
chara£ber, that I am an examiner only, an 
a reformer. 

However, in thofe cafes where the frailt 
particular men do nearly afFeft the public 
fare, fuch as a prime minifter of (late, 
great general of an army; mcthinks 
ihould be fome expedient contrived to let 
know impartially, what is the world's op 
an the point. Encompafled with a croud c 
pending flatterers, they are many degrees 
der to their own. faults than the common 
mities of human nature can plead in thei 
cufe. Advice dares not to be offered, or is w 
loft, or returned with hatred : and whatevc 
pears in public againft their prevailing vice, 
for nothing ^ being either not applied, or pj 
only for libel and flander, proceeding fror 
malice and envy of party. 

I have fometimes thought, that if I had 
at Rome in the time of the firft Triumviri 
ihould have been tempted to write a lette 
from an unknown hand, to thofe three 
men, who had then ufurped the fovereign po 
wherein I would freely and (incerely tell ea 
them that fault which I conceived was moft 
ous, and of worft confequence to the comj 
wealth. That to CraCus fhould have been 
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to him after his conlquefts in Mefopotainia, zni 
in the following terms. 

" To Marcus Crassus, health. 

«TF you apply, as you ought, what I now 
« 1 write, you will be more obliged to me 
" than to all the world, hardly excepting your 
" parents, or your country. I intend to tell you, 
"without difguife or prejudice, the opinion 
" which the world hath entertained of you ; and 
" to let you fee I write this without any fort of 
'* ill-will, you fliall firft hear the fentiments they 
" have to your advantage. No man difputes the 
" gracefulnefs of your perfon 5 you are allowed 
" to have a good and clear underflanding, culti- 
" vated by the knowledge of men and manners, 
" although not by literature ; you are no ill ora- 
" tor in the fenate 5 you are faid to excel in the 
" art of bridling and fubduing your anger, and 
" ftifling or concealing your refentments ; you 
" have been a moft fuccefsful general, of long 
" experience, great conduft, and much perfonal 
" courage \ you have gained many important 
" viftories for the commonwealth, and forced 
'* the ftfongeft towns in Mefopotamia to furren- 
' der, for which frequent fuppl'tcattons have been 
* decreed by the fenate. Yet with all thefe qua- 
' lities, and this merit, give me leave to fay, 
' you are neither beloved by the patr{cians nor 
plebeians at home, nor by the officers or private 
foldiers of your own army abroad. And do 

« you 
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** you knoW| CrafTus, that this is owing to : 
" of which you may cure yourfelf byone m 
" rcfleaion ? What fliall I fay ? You a 
** richeft pcrfon in the commonwealth 
•* have no male-child ; your daughters 
•* married to wealthy patricians ; you are 
** the decline of life, and yet you are 
•* flained with that odious and ignoble 
•• covetoufnefs. It is affirmed, that you d 
<* even to the meancft and moft fcandalc 
•* grecs of it ; and while you poflefs fc 
** millions, while you are daily acquiring fc 
•' more, you are folicitous how to fave a 
*^ feflerce: of which an hundred ignominii 
** fiances are produced, and in all mens nr 
** I will only mention that pafTage of the huj 
«* which, after abundance of perfuafion 
would hardly fuffer to be cut from you 
when they were fo wet and cold, that t 
** kept them on would have endangered yo 
" Inftead of ufing the common argu 
** to difTuade you from this weaknefs, I v 
•* dcavour to convince you, that you are 
•* guilty of it ; and leave the cure to yoi 
•* good fenfe. For perhaps you arc not y 
«* fuaded that this is your crime ; you ha^ 
** bably never yet been reproached for it t 
•* face ; and what you are now told come 
*« one unknown, and it may be from an < 
** You will allow yourfelf. indeed to be p 
«* in the management of your fortune j j 

; Wet ftockings. 
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a prodigal, like Clodius or Catiline ; but 
ly that deferves not the name of avarice. I 

inform you how to be convinced. Dif- 
*e your perfon, go among the common peo- 
in Rome, introduce difcourfes about your- 
, inquire your own charadler : Do the 
e in your camp ; walk about in the even* 

hearken at every tent 5 and if you do not 
r every mouth cenfuring, lamenting, cur- 

this vice in you, and even you for this 
, conclude yourfelf innocent. If you be 
yet perfuaded, fend for Atticus, Servius 
>icius, Cato, or Brutus *, they are all your 
ndsi conjure them to tell you ingenuoufly, 
ch is your great fault, and which they would 
;fly wi(h you to correal } if they do not a- 
I in their verdift, in the name of all the god f^ 

are acquitted. 

^hcn your adverfaries refleft how far you 
gone in this vice, they are tempted to talk 
F we owed our fucccffes not to your courage 

conduct:, but to thofe veteran troops you 
ima^d ; who are able to conquer under any 
eral, with fo many brave and experienced 
cers to lead them. Befides, we know the 
fequences your avarice hath often occafion- 
The foldier hath been ftarving for bread, 
rounded with plenty, and in an enemy's 
mtry ; but all under fafegtmrds znd contribu" 
IS : which, if you had fometimes pleafed to 
re exchanged fox provijions^ might, at the ex- 

« pence 
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** pence of a few talents in a campaign, liave fo 
** endeared you to the army, that they would ha?c 
** defired you to lead them to the utmoft limits 
** of Afia. But you rather chofe to confine youc 
** conquells within the fruitful country of Me* 
•* fopotamia, where plenty of money might be 
** raifed. How far that fatal greedinefs of gold 
" may have influenced you in breaking off the 
«« treaty with the old Parthian King Orodes, you 
** bed can tell : Your enemies charge you with it; 
** your friends offer nothing material in your de* 
** fence ; and all agree there is nothing fo per- 
** nicious, which the extremes of avarice may 
** not be able to infpire. 

" The moment you quit this vice, you will be 
*« a truly great man ; and dill there will imper* 
** fedtions enough remain to convince us you arc 
•* not a god, Farewel." 

Perhaps a letter of this nature, fent to fo rca» 
nable a man as CrafTus, might have put him up* 
on examining into himfelf, and correcting that 
little fordid appetite, fo utterly inconfiftent witb 
all pretences to heroifm. A youth in the heat of 
blood may plead, with fomc fliew of reafon, that 
he is not able to fubdue his lufls. An ambitiow 
man may ufe the fame arguments for his love oi 
power, or perhaps other arguments to juftify it 
But excefs of avarice hath neither of thefe plea 
to offer ; it is not to be juflified, and cannot pre 
tend temptation for excufe. Whence can th 
temptation come? Reafon difclaims it altogc 

thcr 
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Acr ; and it cannot be faid to lodge in the blood 
or Mnimal fpirits. So that I conclude, no man 
fj true valour^ and true tmder/landingy upon nvhom 
Has vice hath fiolen unawares^ when he is convin^ 
ad he is guilty y wllfuffer it to remain in his breqfl 
mhowr. 

No 28. ThurClay, February 15. 17 10. 

Jnultus tti iu rifsris CotyttU? 

' An anfwer to the Letter to the Examiner. 

SIR, London, Feb. 15. 1710-1I. 

ALTHOUGH I have wanted leifure to acknow- 
ledge the honour of a letter you was plea- 
fed to write to me about fix months ago, yet I 
have been very careful in obeying fome of your 
commands, and am going on as fail as I can 
with the reft. I wifli you had thought fit to 
have conveyed them to me by a more private 
hand than that of the printing*-houfe ; for altho* 
I was pleafed with the pattern of ftyle and fpi- 
rit, which I propofed to imitate, yet I was forry 
Ae world ftiould be a witnefs how far I fell fhort 
in both. 

I am afraid you did not confider what an a- 
bandance of work you have cut out for me ; nei- 
riitrr am I at all comforted by the promife you 
arc fo kind to make, that when " I have per- 
^ formed my tafk, D — n fhall blufli in his grave 
^ among the dead, Walpole among the living, 
♦* amd even Volpone (hall feel fome remorfe.'* 

How 
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How the gentleman in his grave may ha?c kq>t 
his countenance, I cannot inform you, having 
no acquaintance at all with tiie fexton : but for ^ 
the other iwo^ I take leave to aflure you, there ; 
have not yet appeared the leaft figns of blujbing 
or remorfe in either, although fome very good Gp» 
portunities h2iwc offered y if they had thought *fit to 
accept them : So that, with your permiflion, I had 
rather engage to continue this work until thejht 1 
in their graves too j which I am furc will happen 
much fooner than the other. 

You defire I would colle£l fome of ihoft indig' \ 
nlties offered loft year to her Majejiy. I am ready 
to oblige you ; and have got a pretty tolerable 
colleQion by me, which 1 am in doubt whether 
to publifti by itfelf in a large volume in folio^ or 
fcatter them here and there occafionally in my 
papers. Although indeed 1 am fometimes think- 
ing to ftille them altogether ; becaufe fuch a hi- 
ftory will be apt to give foreigners a monftrous o- 
pinion of our country. But fince it is your ab- 
folute opinion that the world ftiould be inform- 
ed, I will, with the firft occafion, pick out a 
few choice infiancesy and let them take their chance 
in the enfuing papers. 1 have likewife in my ca- 
binet certain quires of paper filled with the fafts 
of corruption, mifmanagement, cowardice, trea- 
chery, avarice, ambition, and the like \ with an 
alphabetical table, to fave trouble. And perhaps 
you will not wonder at the care I take to be fo 
well provided, when you confider the vaft ex- 
pence I am at. I feed weekly two or three w//- 

Jlarved 



)P28. The EXAMINER. 133 

jfcfwrf writers, who have no other vifible fup- 
port, befides feveral others, who live upon my 
©ff-fals. In (hort, I am like a nurfe, who fuckles 
twins at one time, and hath befides one or tw0 
wbelps conftantly to draw her breads. 

I muft needs confefs (and it is with grief I 
^k it) that I have been the innocent caufe of 
t great circulation of dulnefs : At the fame time 
I have often wondered how it hath come to pafs, 
that thefe induftrious people, after poring fo con- 
ftantly upon the Exaftufurj a paper writ with 
plain fenfe, and in a tolerable ftyle, have made 
fc little improvement. I am fure it would have 
lailen out quite oth^rwife with me $ for, . by 
what I have fecn of their performances, (and I 
am credibly informed they are all of a piece) if 
I had perufed them until now, I fho.uld have 
been fit for little, but to make an advocate in the 
bmc caufe. 

You, Sir, perhaps will wonder, as moft others 
do, what end thefe angry folks propofe in wri- 
ting perpetually againft the Examiner : It is not 
to beget a better opinion of the late miniftry, or 
with any hope to convince the world that I am 
in the wrong in any one fa£l I relate ; they know 
all that to be loft labour, and yet their dcfign is 
important enough: They, would fain provoke 
me, by all forts of methods within the length 
of their capacity, to anfwer their paper ; which 
would render mine wholly ufelefs to the public : 
for if it once ^ame to rejoinder and yeply, we 

Vol. III. M fhould 



whatever he fays of truth, relates not at 
the evils we complain of, or tontroult oi 
lable of what I have ever advanced, Na 
that 1 know of, did ever difpute the Du 
Marlborough's courage, conduct, or fuccefs 
have heen always unqueilionable, and wii 
tinue to be fo in fpite of the malice of hi 
mies, or, which is yet more, the nvtaknifi 
advocates. The nation only wiihes to fei 
taken out of ill hands, and put into better, 
what is all this to the condu£l of the late 
ftry, the fliameful mifmanagements in Sps 
the wrong ftcps in the treaty of peace j \ 
cret of which will not bear the light, and i 
fequently, by this author, very poorly defe 
Thefe, and many other things, I would 
(hewn ; but upon fecond thoughts, deter 
to have it done in a difcourfe by itfelf. 
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fktman he hath picked up among the boys who 
follow the camp, whofe chara£ler it would fuit 
itattch better than that of the fuppofed author \ 
at lead the foul language, the idle, impotent 
menaces, and the grofa perverting of an innocent 
expreflion in the fourth Examiner^ joined to that 
lefped I fliall ever have for the funftion of a rf/- 
vkff would incline me to believe fo. But when 
hcturnsoff his^//»^z/i, and difclaims that poil- 
fqript, I will tear it out, and fee how far the 
reft deferres to be confidered. 

But, Sir, I labour under a much greater dif- 
ficulty, upon which I (hould be glad to hear your 
advice. I am worried on one fide by the Whigs j 
for being toofevere : and by the Torier on the 
tAtTf for being to& gentk. I have formerly 
hinted a complaint of this : but having lately re- 
oehred two peculiar letters, among many others, 
I thought nothing could better reprefent my con- 
^ion, or the opinion which the warm men on 
both fides have of my condu^, than to fend you 
a tranfcript of each. The ibrmer is exactly in 
Adc words : 

** To the E X A M I N E R. 

*« Mr. Examiner, 

" BY your continual reflefting upon the con- 
'* duQ of the late miniftry, and by your enco- 
'* miums on the prefent, it is as clear as the fun 
** t^ noofi'^day^ that you are a Jefuit^ or Nonjuror ^ 
" employed by the friends of the Pretender to en- 
M 2 ** deavour 
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** acavourto introduce Popery ^vind Jlavery, andar- 
•* bit rary power f and to infringe t\\t facred zQi for 
'* toleration of dijfenters. Now, Sir, fi nee /^/ moji'w* 
** genious authors^ who write weekly againft you, 
** arc not able to teach you better miners, I 
** would have you to know, that thofe great and 
** excellent men, as low as you think them at prc- 
** fent, do not want friends that will take the 
** firft proper occafion to cut your throaty as all 
** fuch enemies to moderation ought to be ferved. 
** It is well you have cleared another perfon from 
" being author of your curfcd libels \ although, 
" d — m me, perhaps after all, that may be a 
*' bamboozle too. However, I hope we fhall foott 
*^ ferret you out. Therefore I advifc you as a 
** friend to let fall your pen, and retire betimes; 
** for our patience is now at an end. It is e- 
** nough to lofe our povsfer and employmcntSf 
** without fetting the whole nation againft us. 
•* Gonfuler three years is the life of ^ party; d— a 
" me, every dog hath his dayy and it will be our 
** turn next : therefore take warning, and learn to 
^^ Jleep in a ivholejkin ; or whenever we are up- 
** permoft, by G — d you ftiall find no mercy.** 

The other letter was in the following terms : 

"To the EXAMINER. 

<^ S I R, 

<* I AM a country membir^ and conftantly fend 
«* a dozen of your papers down to my ele^ors. * 

<« have 
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e read them all, but, I confefs, not with the 
sfaffcion I expeftcd. It is plain you know 
•eat deal more than you write : Why will 
I not let us have it all out ? We are told, that 
Queen hath been a long time treated with 
)lence by thofe (he hath moft obliged. Pray, 

let us have a few good ftories upon that 
d. We have been cheated of feveral mil- 
is; why will not you fet a mark on the 
ves who arc guilty, and fhew us what way« 
y took to rob the public at fuch a rate ? In- 
m us, how we came to be difappointed of 
cc about two years ago. In ihort, turn the 
ole myftery of iniquity infide out, that every 
ly may have a view of it. But above all, 
(lain to us what was the bottom of that 
le impeachment : I am fure I never liked it; 

at that very time a dijfenting preacher in 

• neighbourhood came often to fee our par- 
; it could be for no good, for he would 

Ik about the barns and the ftables, and de- 
d to look into the church, as nvho Jhould fay^ 
efe will Jhortly he mine : And we all belie- 
i he was then contrivi^ig fome alterations, 
linfl he got into pofleflion. And I fhall ne- 

• forget that a Whigjujlice o^ered me then 
•y high for my bifhop's leafe. I muft be fo 
Id to tell you, Sir, that you are too favour- 
le : I am fure there was no living in quiet 

• us, while they were in thtfaddle. I was 
med out of the commiiTion, and called a 
icobiiCy although it coftme a thoufand pounds 

M 3 "in 
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« in joining with the Prince of Orange at 4c 
« Rfvoiutton. The difcoveries I would havcyot 
•« makc» arc of fomc fads, for which they ought 
^ to be hanged v not that I value their headfli liut 
" I would fee them cxpofed, which may be done 
<< upon the ovinef^ s JbouUirs as well a8 upon a 

Thefe, Sir, arc the fentiment^ of a whole par- 
ty on one fide, and of confiderable numbers oi 
the other : However, taking the medium betweez 
thefe extremes, I think to go on as I have hither- 
to done, although I am fenlible my paper woiili 
be more popular^ if I did not lean too much t< 
the favourable fide. For nothing (klights th( 
people more, than to fee their opprefibrs hiw* 
bled, and all their zikiotis painted with prope: 
colours, fet out in open view, Exa£loj tyrannosden 
Jum humerit hihtt at^re vulgus. 

But as for the Whigs j I am in forae doubt 
whether this mighty concern they fhew for tb 
honour of the late miniftry, may not be afFefted 
at leaft whether their mailers will thank thee 
for their zeal in fucji a caufe. It is, I think, 
known ftory of a gentleman, who fought anothe 
for calling him fon of a whore ; that the lady de 
fired her fon to make no quarrels upon that ful 
je£l, becaufe it was true. For pray. Sir, doth 
not look like a jeft, that fuch a pernicious crev 
after draining our wealth, and difcovering tt 
mod deftruftive defigns againft our church an 
ftate, inftead of thanking fortune that th^ ai 
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fF fafe In their perfons and plunder, fliould 
thefe bullies of the pen to defend their re- 
bns ? I remember, I thought it the hardeft 
n the world, when a poor acquaintance of 
having fallen in among {harpers, where he 
11 his money, and then compkinmg he was 
ed, got a good, beating into the hsLrpimfor 
ig to affront gentlemen. I believe the, only 
a why thefe purloiners of the public^ caufc 
a clatter to be made about their reputations, 

prevent inquisitions that might tend to- 
3 making them refund : Like tho£e women 
Zdll Jbop^l'tfierSy who, when they are chaU 
d for their thefts,, appear to be mighty an« 
nd affronted for fear of being Marched. 
TiXL difmifs you^ Sir, when I have taken tto^ 
o£ one particular. Perhaps you may have 
ved, in the tolerated fa£)iiou& papers of the 
, that the Earl of Rochefter is frequently re- 
:d on for having been EccleOaftieal Commif- 
r, and Lord Treafurer, in the reign of the 
C. James. The fa£i is true ; and it will not 
nied, to his immortal honour, that becaufe 
»uld not comply with the meafured then ta- 

he refigned both thofe employments ; of 
b the latter was immediately fupplied by a 
niihon, compofed of two Fop^ifli Lords^ 
Lhe prefent Earl of Godolphin* 



V^^^ 
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N® 29. Thurfday, February 22. 17 

Laus fttmmn in forturiM honh, n§n extuifJPf fe in pot 
n9n fuiffe InfoUmUm in fecuniih n§n fe prttulijl 
profUr abumdAnttAm fgrtuna. 

I.AM confcious to myfelf, that I write thi 
per with no other intention hut that o 
ing good. I never received injury from th< 
mini dry, nor advantage from the prefent, 
ther than in common with every good ful 
There were among the former one or two, 
muft be allowed to have poffefTed very val 
qualities ; but proceeding by a fyftem of pc 
which our conflitution could not fuffer, an< 
..covering a contempt of all religion, efpecia 
that which hath been fo happily eflablifh 
mong us ever fince the Reformation ; they 
to have been juftly fufpefted of no very goc 
clinations to either. 

It is poflible that a man may fpeculativeb 
fer the conftitution of another country, or j 
topia of his own, before that of the nation ^ 
he is born and lives ; ypt, from confiderir 
dangers of innovation, the corruptions of 
kind, and the frequent impoflibility of red 
ideas to praftice, he may join heartily in p 
ving the prefent order of things, and be i 
friend to the government already fettled, i 
religion, a man may'perhaps have little or 
of it at heart \ yet if he conceals his opinio: 



I 
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he endeavours to make no profelytes, advances no 
impious tenets in writing or difcourfes ; if, ac- 
cording to the common acheiftical notion, he be- 
Jieves religion to be only a contrivance of politi- 
cians for keeping the vulgar in awe ; and that the 
prefent model is better adjufted than any other 
tofo ufeful an end; although the condition Of 
fuch a man, as to his own future ftate, be very 
deplorable; yet Providence, which often works 
good out of evil, can make even fuch a man an 
inftrument for contributing towards the preferva** 
tion of the church. 

On the other fide, I take a fl:ate to be truly in 
danger both as to its religion and government, 
when a fet of ambitious politicians, bred up in 
a hatred to the conftitution, and a contempt for 
all religion, are forced upon exerting thefe qua- 
lities in order to keep or increafe their power, by 
widening their bottom, and taking in, like Ma- 
homet, fome principles from every party that is 
in any way difcontented at the prefent faith and 
fettlement ; which was manifcftly our cafe. Up- 
on this occafion, I remember to have afked fome 
confiderable WhigSy whether it did not bring a 
difreputation upon their body, to have the whole 
herd of Prefbyterians, Independents, Atheifts, 
Anabaptifts, Deifts, Quakers, and Socinians, 
openly and univerfally lifted under their banners ? 
They anfwered, that all this was abfolutely ne- 
cefiary in order to make a balance againft the 
Tories : and all little enough: For indeed, it 
was as much as they could poiBbly do, although 

affiftcd 
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how a princefS) thus befieged on all fides, could 
alone have courage and prudence enough to extri- 
cate herfelf. 

And indeed there is a point of hiftory relating 
to this matter, which well deferveth to be con&* 
dered. When her Majefty came to the crown, 
flie took into favour and employment fevcral pcr- 
fons, who were efteemed the bed friends of dw 
old conilitution ; among whom none were rec- 
koned farther gone in the higb^church principkl 
(as they are ufually called) than two or three who 
had at that time mod credit \ and ever Once, uoc 
til within thefe few months, ppfTefTed all powci 
at court. So that the firft umbrage given to db4 
Wh'tgs^ and the pretences for clamouring again! 
France and the Pretender, were derived fron 
them. And I believe nothing appeared thei 
more unlikely, than that fuch different opinion 
ihould ever incorporate ; that party having upoi 
former occafions treated thofe very perfons witl 
enmity enough. But fome Lords then abou 
court, and in the Queen's good graces, not abl 
to endure thofe growing impofitions upon th 
prince and people, prefumed to interpofc j an« 
were confequently foon removed and difgraced 
However, when a moft exorbitant grant wa 
propofed, antecedent to any vifible merit, it mil 
carried in parliament, for want of being feconde( 
by thofe who had moft credit in the houfe 5 an< 
who, having always oppofed the like ex cedes h 
a former reign, thought it their duty to do f< 
ftill, to (hew the world, that the diflike was no 

againf 
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agamft perfons, but things* But this was to crofs 
the oligarchy in the tendcreft point ; a point 
w^hich outweighed all confiderations of duty and 
^titude to their prince, or regard to the Gonfti- 
tution: and therefore, after having, in feveral 
)rivate meetings, concerted meafures with their 
)ld enemies^ and granted as well as received 
renditions ; they began to change their ftyle and 
iheir countenance, and to put it as a maxim in 
the mouths of their emifiaries, that England 
muft he fcwei by Whigs. This unnatural league 
Was afterwards cultivated by another incident, I 
mean the a^^ offi^urity^ and the confequences of 
it, which every body knows ; when (to ufe the 
words of my correfpondcftt *) the fovereign auth" 
ritj was pareelltd out among the faHion^ and mad*, 
the purchafe of indemnity for an offending mtnifter. 
Thus the union of the two kingdoms improved 
that between the miniftry and the junto^ which 
was afterwards cemented by their mutual danger 
in that ftorm they fo narrowly efcaped about 
three years ago, but however was not perfe£t:ed 
tik Prince George's death f 5 and then they went 
lovingly on together, both fatisfied with their fe- 
deral fliares, and at full liberty to gratify their 
predominant inclinations ; the firfl, their ava- 
rice and ambition; the other, their models of 
innovation in church and ftate. 

• Therefore, whoever thinks fit to revive that 
baffled queftion. Why was the late minijlry chan^ 

Vol. III. N gedf 

• Letter to the Examiner. 

+ Prince George of Denmark, Imfbaisi to the ^uccn. 
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ged? may receive the following anfwer : That it 
M'as become necefl'ary, by the infolence and ava- 
rice of fome about the Queen^ who, in order to 
perpetuate their tyranny, had made a monftrous 
alliance with thofe who profefs principles de- 
ftruftive to our religion and government. If this 
will not fufHce, let him make an abflra^ of all 
the abufes I have mentioned in my former pa- 
pers, and view them together ; after which, if 
he dill remain unfatisfied, let him fufpend his 
opinion a few weeks longer. Although, after 
all, I think the queflion as trilling as that of the 
Papills, when they aik us. Where was our reli' 
gion before Luther ? And indeed the miniftry wa$ 
changed for the fame reafons that religion was 
reformed *, becaufe a thoufand corruptions had 
crept into the difcipline:in^ doBrineoi t\it Jlateh) 
the pride, the avarice, the fraud, and the ambi- 
tion of thofe 'u>ho adminifiered to us infecular affairs* 
I heard myfelf cenfured the other day in a cof- 
fee-houfe for feeming to giance, in the letter ta 
CraiTus, againfl a great man, who is ftill in em* 
ployment, and likely to continue fo. What if I 
had really intended that fuch an application 
fhould be given it ? I cannot perceive how I 
could be juftly blamed for fo gentle a reproof- 
If I faw a handfome young fellow going to a ball 
at court, with a great fmut upon his face, could 
he take it ill in nie to point out the place, and 
defire him, with abundnace of good words, to 
pull out his handkerchief and wipe it oflF; or 
bring him to a glafs where he might plainly 

fee 
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» it with his own eyes ? Doth any man think 
fliall fuffer my pen to inveigh againft vices, on- 
becaufe they arc charged upon perfons, who 
e no longer in power? Every body knows, 
lat certain vices are more or lefs pernicious, ac- 
>rding to the ftations of thofe who poffefs them. 
3r example, lewdnefs and intemperance are not 
' fo bad confequences in a town-rake as in a 
vine ; cowardice in a lawyer is more fupport- 
>le than in an officer of the army. If I ihould 
id fault with an admiral becaufe he wanted pO' 
'enefsf or an alderman for not underftanding 
reek ; that indeed would be to go out of the 
ay for occafion of quarrelling. But exceffivc 
rmce in a general is, I think, the greateft de- 
i& he can be liable to, next to the want of cou- 
ige and conduft, and may be attended with 
be moft ruinous confequences, as it was in Craf- 
us, who to that vice alone owed the deftru£lion 
»f himfelf and his army. It is the fame thing 
n praifing mens excellencies, which are more 
>r lefs valuable, as the perfon you commend 
lath occafion to employ them. A man may per- 
laps mean honeftly ; yet if he be not able to fpell, 
ic (hall never have my vote to be a fecretary. 
Another may have wit and learning in a poft 
ebcre honefty, with plain common fenfe, are of 
nuch more ufe. You may praife a foldier for 
lis flcill at che/Sf becaufe it is faid to be a military 
pmc, and the emblem of drawing up an army ; 
mt this to a treafurer would be no more a com- 

N2 p.s^ 
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/*• S. I have received ^ letter relating to Mr 1 :■ 
GreenfhieUs ; the perfon that ient it may ; 
knowy that I will fay fomething to it in t\M 
next paper. 

N^ 30. Thursday, March i. 17 10. 

gjiM enim domus turn fttthiltJ, qus tarn prmA civitM eft 
quM n»n§dih atqttt dijjfdiij fuHdiims ftjpt ev<rt/f 

IF we examine what focieties of men are ia 
clofeft union among themfelves, we fliall 
find them cither to be thofe who are engaged in 
fome evil defign, or who labour under one com-? 
mon misfortune. Thus the troops of banditti in 
feveral countries abroad, the knots of highway* 
tnen in our own nation, the feveral tribes o£ 
Jloarpersy thieves^ and pick-pockets^ with many o* 
thers, are fo firmly knit together, that nothing i$ 
more dilBcult than to break or diflblvc their fe- 
veral gafigs ; fo likewife thofe, who are fellow-* 
fufferers under any misfortune, whether it be in 
reality or opinion, are ufually contrafted into a 
very ftrift union ; as we may obferve in the Ptf- 
pijis throughout this kingdom, under thofe real 
difficulties which are juftly put on them ; and 
in the feveral fchifms of PrtJhyterianSy and othei; 
fe6ls, under that grievous perfecution of the mo* 
dern kind, called ivant of power. And the rea- 
fon why fuch confederacies are kept fo facred 
and inviolable, is very plain ; becaufe in each of 
tihofe cafes I have mentionedj the whole body 19 

moved 
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cd by one fpirit in purfuit of one genenU 
and the intereft of individuals is not crofltd 
ach other, or by the whole, 
ow, both thefe motives are joined to unite 
ngh'-Jlying Whigs at prefent : They have been 
ys engaged in an evil dejlgn^ and of late they 
aft, or rivctted by that terrible calamity, the 
of power. So that whatever defign a mi£- 
i^ous crew of dark confederates may poilibly 
rtain, who will ftop at no means to compafs 
1, may be juftly apprehended from theie. 
n the other (ide, thofe who wifh well to the 
ic, and would gladly contribute to its fervice, 
ipt to differ in their opinions about the me#- 
is of promoting it ; and when their party flou*- 
:s, are fometimes envious at thofe in power ; 
y to over-value their own merit, and be im- 
ent until it be rewarded by the meafure they 
5 prcfcribed for thcmfelves.. There is a far- 
topic of contention, which a ruling party is 
to fall into in relation to retrofpeB'tons^ and in- 
y into paft mifcarriagcs j wherein fome are 
ight too warm and zealous, others too cool 
remifs ; while in the mean time thefe divi- 
5 are induftrioufly fomented by the difcarded 
ion ; which, although it be an old praftice, 
I been much improved in the fchools of the 
f//;, who, when they defpaired of perverting 
nation to Popery by arguments or plots againft 
ftate, fcnt their emiflaries to fubdivide us in- 
:hifms. And this expedient is now, with great 
jriety, taken up by our men of incetifed mode*- 
N 3 ration s 
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ration ; becaufe they fuppofe themfelves able to 
attack the flrongeft of our fubdivifions^ and ta 
fubdue us one after another. Nothing better re- 
fembles this proceeding, than that famous com- 
bat between the Horatii and Curiatii; where two 
of the former being killed, the third, who re* 
mained entire and untouched, was able to kill 
bis three wounded adverfaries, after he had divi- 
ded them by a ftratagem. I well know with how 
tender a hand all this (liould be touched ; yet at 
the fame time I think it my duty to ivarn the 
friends, as well as expofe the enemies of the pu- 
blic-weal ; and to begin preaching up union^w^n 
the fird fufpicion that any fteps are made to di** 
Aurb it. 

But the two chief fubjefts of difcontent, which 
upon moft great changes in the management of 
public affairs are apt to breed differences among 
thofe who are in pofleffion, are what I have juft 
now mentioned ; a defire of puniihing the cor- 
ruption of former managers; and the rewarding 
merit among thofe who have been any way in- 
ftrumental or confenting to the change* The 
firft of thefe is a point fo nice, that I fliall pur- 
pofely waTC it : but the latter I take to fall pro- 
perly within my diftrift. By merit I here un- 
derfland that value, which every man puts upon 
his own defervings from the public. And I be- 
lieve, there could not be a more diflScult employ- 
ment found out, than that of pay mailer-gene- 
ral to this fort of merit; or a more noify, croud- 
cd placej than a court of judicature crefted to 

fettle 
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fettle and adjuft every man's claim upon that 
article. I imagine, if this had fallen into the 
fancy of the ancient poets, they would have 
4lrefled it up after their manner into an agreeable 
£dion; and given us a genealogy and defcrip- 
tion of merit, perhaps not very diiFerent from 
, that which follows. 

^ poetical genealogy and defcription of MERIT. 

" That true Merit was the fon of Virtue and 
/' Honour $ but that there was likewife a fpurious 
" child, who ufurped the name, and whofe pa- 
" rents were Vanity and Impudence. That at a 
" diftance there was a great refemblance between 
" them, and they were often miftaken for each 
" other. That the baflard ijfue had a loudjbrill 
** voice, which was perpetually employed in era- 
^ vings and complaints ; while the other never 
** fpoke louder than a nvhifper, and was often fo 
*« bafliful, that he could not fpeak at all. That 
"in all great affemblies the yi^ Afm/ would 
" ftep before the true, and Hand juft in his way; 
" was conftantly at court, or great mens levees, 
" or whifpering in fome minifter's ear. That 
" the more you fed him, the more hungry and 
^* importunate he grew. That he often pafTed 
** for the true fon of Virtue and Honour, and 
" the genuine for an impoftor. That he was 
** born diftorted and a dwarf, but by force of art 
" appeared of a handfome (hape, and taller than 
^ the ufual fize ; and that none but thofe who 

•* were 
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<« were wife and good, as well as vigilant, could 
« difcover his littlcncfs or deformity. That the 
*< true Merit had been often forced to the indig- 
« nity of applying to the falfe for his credit with 
« thofe in power, and to keep himfelf from ftar- 
«< ving. The fal/e Merit filled the antichamhm 
«< with a crew of his dependents and creaturCBf 
•* fuch zs projedlorsjfchematiftjy occafional converts 
" to a party^ proftitute ftatterers^ Jlarveling nvfi- 
«* terSy buffoons y /hallotv politicians ^ empty orators f 
« and the like ; who all owned him for their pa- 1 
*« tron, and grew difcontented, if they were not ^ 
** immediately fed." 

This metaphorical defcription of falfi' Merit is, 
I doubt, calculated for mod countries in Chriftcn- 
dom \ as to our own, I believe it may be faid 
with a fuCicient referve of charity, that we arc 
fully able to reward every man among us accord- 
ing to his real defcrvings : And, I think, I may 
add without fufpicion of flattery, that never any 
prince had a miniftry.with a better judgnient to 
diftinguifli between ^a^ and real tnerit^ than that 
which is now at the helm ; or whofc inclination, 
as well as intereft, was greater to encourage the 
latter. And it ought to be obferved, that thofe 
great and excellent perfons we fee at the head of 
affairs, arc of the Queen*s own perfonal voluntary 
choice ; not forced upon her by any infolent over* 
grown favourite y or by the pretended neceflity of 
complying with an unruly fa&ion. 

Yet tbefe axe the perfons whom thofe fcan* 

dais 
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his to the prefa, in theif daily pamphlets and 
fapcrs, openly revile, at fo ignominioiw a rate, 
u I believe was never tolerated before under any 
{overnment. For furely no lawful power deri* 
vcd from a prince fhould be fo far affronted, a9 
to leave thofe who are in authority expofed to 
(very fcurrilous libeller : Becaufe in this point I 
make a mighty difference between thofe who ai^ 
t»9 and thofe who are out of power ; not upon 
any regard to their perfons, but the ftations they 
are placed in by the fovereign. And if my di« 
ilin&ion be right, I think I might appeal to any 
man, whether if a ftranger were to read the in» 
vediives which are daily publilhed againft the 
prefent miniftry, and the outrageous fury of the 
authors againfl me for cenfuring the lafl ; he 
voold not conclude the IVhigs to be at this time 
in fall poiTcfnon of power and favour, and the 
^^rks entirely at mercy. But all this now ccafes 
to be a wonder, fince the Queen hcrfelf is no 
longer fpared ; witnefs the libel publifhed fome 
days ago, under the title of, A letter to Sir Jacoh 
Banks, where the refleftions upon her facred 
Majefty are much more plain and direft, than 
CTCr the Examiner thought fit to publifti againft 
tbc moft obnoxious perfons" in the mini/try^ dif- 
carded for endeavouring the ruin of their prince 
and country. Cxfar indeed threatened to hang 
the pirates for prefuming to difturb him, while 
be was their prifoner aboard their fhips. But it 
was Caefar who did fo, and he did k to ^ crew 
^public robhersi and it became the grcatncfs of 

his. 
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his fpirit, for he lived to execute" what he had 
threatened. Had they been in his power, and 
fcnt fuch a mcflage, it could be imputed to no- . 
thing but the extremes of impudence, folly, or 
madnefs. 

I had a letter laft week relating to Mr Greeft^ 
fhields, an Epifcopal clergyman of Scotland, and 
the writer feems to be a gentleman of that part 
of Britain. I remember formerly to have read a 
printed account of Mr Greenfhields's cafe, who 
has been profecuted and filenced, for n« other 
rcafon befides reading divine fervicc after the 
manner of the church of England to his own con- 
gregation, who (lefired it ; though, as the gentle- 
man who writes to me fays, there is no law in 
Scotland againd thofe meetings; \ and he adds^ 
that the fentence pronounced againft Mr Grcen- 
(hields ivillfoon be affirmed^ \ffrfne care he not taken 
to prevent it, I am altogether uninformed in the 
particulars of this cafe, and befides, to treat it 
juftly, would not come within the compafs of 
my paper ; therefore I could wi(h the gentleman 
would undertake it in a difcourfe by itfelf ; and 
I fliould be glad he would inform the public in 
one faft ; whether Epifcopal aflemblies are freely 
allowed in Scotland ? It is notorious, that abun- 
dance of their clergy fled from thence fome years 
ago into England and Ireland, as from a perfecu- 
tion ; but it was alledged by their enemies, that 
they refufed to take the oaths to the government, 
ivhich however none of them fcrupled when 
they came anaong us. It is fomewhat extraordi- 
nary 
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f to fee our Whigs and Fanr^tics keep fuch a 
about the /acred aci of toleration^ while their 
hren will not allow a connivance in fo near a 
rhbourhood ; efpecially if what the gentleman 
(Is on in his letter be true, that nine parts in 
of the nobility and gentry, and two in three 
he commons, are Epifcopal ; of which one ar* 
nent he ofiereth, is the prcfent choice of their 
cefentatives in both Houfes, though oppofed 
he utmoft by the preachings y threateningSy and 
themas of the kirk. Such ufage to a majority 
f, as he thinks, be of dangerous confeque nee; 
[ I entirely agree with him. If thefe be the 
nciples of the high kirk^ God preferve, at leaft, 
I fouthem parts from their tyranny. 

^0 ji. Thurfllay, March 8. 1710. 



-Gfirrit aniles 



Ex re fiihcllas. 

HAD laft week fcnt me by an unknown hand 
a paflage out of Plato, with fome hints how 
ipply it. That author puts a fable into the 
uth of Ariftophanes, with an account of the 
jinal of love; That mankind was at firft crea- 
with four arms and legs, and all other parts 
ible to what they arc now •, till Jupiter, as a 
lifhment for his fins, cleft him in two with a 
mder-boltj fince which time we are always 
king out for our other half 5 and this is the 
ifc of love. But Jupiter threatened, that if 

they 
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they did not mend their mannersi he would gi^ 
them the other flit, and leave them to hop abc 
in the (hape of figures in hajfb nlievo. The ede 
of this lait threatening, my correfpondent im 
ginesy is now come to pafs ; and that as the fii 
fpiitting Mras the original of Uve^ by inclining i 
to fearch for our other half} fo the fecond w 
the caufe of hatred, by prompting us to fly firo 
our other Jidi, and dividing the fame iwi/y into tw 
gave each flice the name oi z party. 

I approve the fable and application^ with th 
refinement upon it: Y or partier do not oniyfpJ 
ti nation, but every individual among them, lo 
ving each but half their ftrength, and wit, an 
honefty, and good-nature \ but one eye and « 
for their fight and hearing, and equally loppin 
the reft of the fenfes. Where parties are prett 
equal in a ftate, no man can perceive one bad qua 
lity in his own, or good one in his adverfarie! 
Befides, party being a dry, difagreeable fubjefl 
it renders converfation infipid, or four, and cor 
fines invention. I fpeak not here of the leaden 
but the infignificant croud of followers in a pai 
ty, who have been the inftruments of mixing 
in every condition and circumftance of life, l 
the zealots among the Jews bound the law aboi 
their foreheads and wrifts, and hems of the 
garments ; fo the women among us have got ll 
diftinguifliing marks oi party in their muffs, the 
fans, and their furbelows. The Whig ladies p 
on their patches in a different manner from t' 
Tories. They have rci^&Qfchifms in the play-hou 

ai 
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and each have their particular fides at the opera : 
and when a man changeth his party^ he muft in- 
fallibly count upon the lofs of his miftrefs. I ajQc- 
cda gentleman the other day, how he liked fuch 
a lady ? But he would not give me his opinion^ 
till I had anfwercd him whether flie were a Whig 

pr a Tory. Mr , fincc he is known to vifit 

the prefent miniftry, and lay fome time under a 
fufpicion of writing the Examiner^ is no longer a 
man of wit \ his ytxjpoetns have contrafted a ftu- 
pidity, naany years after they were printed. 

Having lately ventured upon a metaphorical 
|enealogy of merits I thought it would be pro- 
per to add another of party ^ or rather oifaBion 
(to avoid miftake) not telling the reader whether 
it be my own, or a quotation, till I know how it 
18 approved. But whether I read, or dreamed it, 
the fable is as follows : 

" LiBEUTT, the daughter of Oppreflion, af- 
" ter having brought forth feveral fair children, 
" as Riches, Arts, Learning, Trade, and many 
" others, was at laft delivered of her youngeil 
"daughter, called Faction, whom Juno, do- 
. " ing the office of the midwife, diftorted in its 
" birth, out of envy to the mother, from whence 
" it derived \t% peev'ijbnefs and fickly conftitution. 
** Ho.wever, as it is often the nature of parents 
" to grow moll fo^d of their youngeil and difa- 
" greeableft children, fo it happened with Li- 
'^ berty, who doated on this daughter to fuch a 
" degree, that by her good will (he would never 
Vol. III. O " fuJer 



«* froward, that there was no enduring h 
** longer in heaven: Jupiter gave her wan 
«« be gone; and her mother, rather than i 
*« her, took the whole family down to eartt 
«* landed firft in Greece j was expelled 
** grees through all the cities, by her dau: 
*' ill conduft : Fled afterwards to Italy ; a 
*' ing banifhed thence, took fhelter amo 
** Goths, with whom (he pafled into mof 
•* of Europe : but, being driven out every ^ 
" {he began to lofe efleem, and her dauj 
** faults were imputed to herfelf : So that 
** time (lie has hardly a place in the world 
** tire to. One would wonder what f 
" qualities this daughter muft poffefs, fuf 
** to blaft the influence of fo divine a m 
** and the reft of her children. She alwj 
** fcfted to keep mean and fcandalous con 
«* valuing no-body, but juft as they agreec 
«« her in every capricious opinion (he though 
*« take up \ and rigoroufly exafting compl 
" though (he changed her fentiments ever 
*« ten. Her great employment was to bre< 
** cord among friends and relations, and 
" up monftrous alliances between thofe, 
** difpofitions Icaft refembled each other. 
'< ever offered to contradict ter, though i 
" moft infignificant trifle, fh^^ould be f 
*^ diftinguifli .by fome ignominious appel 
*« and allow them to have neither honour, 

" hi 
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" beauty, learning, honefty, or common fenfe. 
•*She intruded into all companies at the moft 
** unfeafonable times ; mixed at balls, aflemblies, 
" and other parties of pleafure, haunted every 
" ^offee'houfe and hookfeller^s Jhop ; and by her 
"perpetual talking filled all places with difturb- 
" ance and confufion : She buzzed about the 
" merchant in the Exchange, the divine in his 
^^ pulpit f and xht Jhop^heper behind his counter. 
"Above all, fhe frequented public ajjemhlies^ 
" where Ac fat in the fliape of an obfcene^ ominous 
" i/ri, ready to prompt htr friends as they fpoke." 

If I underftand this fable of Faction right, 
it ought to be applied to thofe who fet thcm- 
felves up againft the true intereft and conftitu* 
tion of their country 5 which I wiili the under- 
takers for the late miniftry would pleafe to take 
ivotice of, or tell us by what figure of fpeech they 
pretend to call fo great and unforced a majority, 
with the Queen at their head, by the name of 
tbefoBion; which is not unlike the phrafe of 
the Nonjurors^ who dignifying one or two de- 
prived bifiiops, and half a fcorc clergymen of the 
fame ftanip, with the title of the Church of Eng^ 
lafid^ exclude, all the reft z% fchifmatics : or like 
the Prefhyterians laying the fame accufation, with 
equal juftice, againft the eftablifhcd religion. 

And here it may be worth inquiring, what 

are the true chai^Rerifticrof TifaBion ; or how it 

18 to be diftinguiihcd from that great body of the 

people, who are friends to the conftitution? 

O 2 The 
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The heads of a faBton arc ufually a fet of up- 
ftarts, or men ruined in their fortunes^ whom 
fome great change in a government did at firft» 
out of their obfcurity, produce upon the ftage. 
They afTociate theniftlves with thofe who diflikc 
the old eflablifhment, religious and civil. Thcf 
are full of new fchemes in politics and divinity; 
they have an incurable hatred againfl the old no- 
bility^ and ftrengthen their party by dependents 
raifed from the lowed of the people. They have 
feveral ways of working themfelvcs into power; 
but they are fure to be called, when a corrupt 
adminiftration wants to be fupported againft, 
thofe who are endeavouring at a reformation; 
and they firmly obferve that celebrated maxim of 
preferving poiver by the fame arts by which it il 
attained. They aft with the fpirit of thofe, 
who believe their time is but.fhort; and their 
firft care is to heap up immeiife ridhes at the 
public expence ; in which they have two cndi 
befides that common one of infatiable avarice, 
which are, to make themfelves neceffary, and to 
keep the commonwealth in dependence. , Thus 
they hope to compafs their defign, which is, in- 
flead of fitting their principles to the conftitu- 
tion, to alter and adjuft the conftitution to theit 
own pernicious principles. 

It is eafy determining by this teft, to whicl 
fide the name of fa5ilon nioft properly belongs 
But however, I will give them any fyftem of lav 
or regal govenment, from William the Con 
c^ueror to this prefent; time, to try whether the; 

cai 
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can taHy it with their late models; excepting 
onljr that of Cromwell, whom perhaps they wilt 
Jecbon for a monarch. 

If the prefent miniftry, and fo great a majority 
in the parliament and kingdom, be only zfaEfion^ 
itmuft appear by fome a£bions, which anfwer 
tbe idea we ufually conceive from that word. 
Htvc they abufed the prerogative of the prince^ 
or invaded the rights and liberties of the fubjeft ? 
Have they offered at any dangerous innovations 
in church or ftate ? Have they broached any doc- 
trine of herefy, rebellion, or tyranny ? Have 
any of them treated their fovereign with info- 
knee, engrofTed and fold all her favours, or de- 
ceived her by bafe, grofs mifreprefentations of 
her moft faithful fervants ? Thefe are the arts of 
Uciion \ and whoever hath praftifed them, they 
*nd their followers muft take up with the name. 

It is ufually reckoned a Whig principle to ap- 
peal* to the people ; but that is only when they 
have been fo wife as to poifon their underftand- 
mgs before-hand. Will they now fcand to this 
appeal, and be determined by their vox popul'iy 
to which Mii their title oi faclion belongs ? And 
Aat the people are now left to the natural free- 
dom of their undcrllanding and choiec, I believe 
^uradverfaries will hardly deny. Thi-y will now 
efufe this appeal, and it is rcafonablc they ihould j 
nd I will farther add, that, if our people re- 
imbled the old Grecians, there mijjjht be dan '•er 
1 fuch a trial. A pragmatical orator told a 
reat man at Athens, that whenever the people 
O 3 v/ere 
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were in their rage, they would certainly tear 
pieces; yes, fays the other, and they will 
fame to you, whenever they are in thei 
But, God be thanked, our populace is mor 
ciful in their nature, and at prefent under 
direftion ; and the oratofs among us h 
tempted to confound both prerogative ai 
in their fovereign's prefence, and befor 
higheft court of judicature, without any 
to their perfons. 

N° 32. Thurfday, March 13. i 

i^4n ift ea medicina, cutn fan^t p.irt: corporis fcalpei 
hihetur, atque hte^rx ; cartiijichii^jj} ijia, et cr 
Hi rnedentur refpublicx, qui exficant pejlem 
tavquam firumnvi civitatis. 

I AM diverted from the general fubjeft 
difcourfes to refleft upon an event of 
extraordinary and furprifing nature. A 
minifter, in high confidence with the ( 
under whofc management the weight of 
at prefent is in a great meafure fuppofed 
fitting in council, in a royal palace, with a 
of the chief officers of the (late, is llabbed 
rery board, in the execution of his office, 
hand of a French Papiji *, then under ex; 

• The Abbot de Bourlie, who, having quitted 
live country, folitited to be employed againft it 
ral courts of Europe, and alTumed the title of I 
de Guifcard. He at length obtained a comn'.lflI( 
Q. Anne, and embarked in an expedition agiinft 
viiich^nifcarried; and his expcciations being dlf;i 
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>n for high treafon ; the afTafTin redoubles his 
m to make fure work ; and concluding the 
lancellor was difpatched *, goes on with the 
nc rage to murder a principal Secretary of 
!te f : And the whok noble afiembly are for- 
1 to rife and draw their fwords in their own 
Fence, as if a wild beaft had been let loofe a- 
)ng them. 

This faft hath fome circumftances of aggraya- 
n, not to be paralleled by any of the like 
id we meet Nvith in hifiory. Cocfar*s murder 
ng performed in the fenate, comes ncarcft to 
: cafe ; but that was an affair concerted by 
:at numbers of the chief fenators, who wert 
ewife the a£lors in it ; and not the work of a 
I fingle ruffian. Harry the third of France 
s dabbed by an enthufiaftic friar, whom he 
Fered to approach his perfon, while thofe who 
ended him flood at fome diftance. His/uc' 
9r met the fame fate in a coach^ where nci- 
r he nor his nobles in fuch a confinement werfc 
e to defend themfelves. In our own country 
have, I think, but one inftance of this fort, 
ich has made any noife ; I mean tr.at of Fel- 
:, about fourfcore years ago ; but he took the 

opportunity 

■>y the new miniftnr, he endeavoured to make his 
:e at home by actin;» here as a fpy. and commenced 
rcifonable correfpoiidcnte : His letters were iuter- 
ted, and produced to him by Mr Harley, at his ext- 
ation. H..'wkt'f. 

Mr Harley, then Chancellor of the Exchequer, aT- 
vardj» Eail of Oxford. 

Mr Henry St John, afterwards JLord Bolingbroke. 



i64 The EXAMINER. No 31. 

opportunity to (lab the Duke of Buckingham ia 
paiTing through a dark lobby from one room ttf 
another. The blow was neither fcen nor heard, 
and the murderer might have efcaped, if his owi 
concern and horror, as.it is ufual in fuch cafes, 
had not betrayed him. Befidea, the a£^ of Fd- 
ton will admit of fome extenuation from the 
motive he is faid to have had : But this attempt 
of Guifcard feems to have outdone them all in.' ■ 
c\'Cry heightening circumftance, except the dif- . 
ference of perfons between a king and a great ' 
minifter, for I give no allowance at all to the dif- 
ference of fucccfs (which however^ is yet uncer* ■ 
tain and depending) nor think it the lead alle* 
viation to the crime, whatever it may be. to the 
punifliment. 

I am fcnfible it is ill arguing from particulars 
to generals, and that we ought not to charge up- 
on a nation the crimes of a few defpcrate villains 
it is fo unfortunate to produce ; yet at the fame 
time it muft be avowed, that the French have for 
thefe laft centuries been fomewhat too liberal of 
tlieir daggers upon the perfons of their greateft 
men ; fuch as the Admiral de Coligny, the Dukes 
of Guifc, father and fon, and the two kings I laft 
mentioned. I have fometimcs wondered how a 
people, whofe genius feems wholly turned to 
fmging, and dancing, and prating, to vanity and 
impertinence ; who lay fo mugh weight upon 
Diodes and geftures ; whofe efientialities are ge- 
nerally fo veryfupcrficial; who are ufually fo 
ferious upon trifles, and fo trifling upon what is 
* ferious. 
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srious, have been capable of committing fuch 
iBd villanies, more fuitable to the gravity of a 
paniard, or the filence and thoughtfulnefs of an 
talian ; unlefs it be, that in a nation naturally fo 
all of themfelves, and of fo reftlefs imaginations, 
rhcn any of them happen to be of a morofe arid 
;loomy conftitmtion, that huddle of confufed 
boughts, for want of evaporating, ufually termi- 
latcs in rage or defpair, D' Avila obferves, that 
[acques Clement * was a fort of buffoon, whom 
ie Teft of the friars ufed to make fport with ; 
rot at laft giving his folly a ferious turn, it end- 
ed in enthufiafm, and qualified him for that dcf- 
pcrate aft of murdering his king. 

But in the Marquis de Guifcard, there feems to 
have been a complication of ingredients for fuch 
an attempt. He had committed feveral enormi- 
ties in France, was extremely prodigal and vi- 
cious, of a dark melancholy completion, and 
cloudy countenance, fuch as in vulgar phyfiogno- 
myis called itnilllook. For the reft, his talents 
were very mean, having a fort of inferior cunning, 
but very fmall abilities ; fo that a great man of 
the late miniftry, by whom he was invited over^ 
and with much difcretion raifed, at firft ftep, 
from a profligate Popi/h prtejl to a lieutenant-ge- 
neral, and colonel of a regiment of horfe, was at 
Iftft forced to drop him for fhame. 

Had fuch an accident happened under that 
miniftry, and to fo confiderable a member of it, 
they would have immediately charged it upon the 

whole 
• The monk who ftabbed Henry III. of France. Haivhtf* 
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whole body of thofe they arc plcafcd to 
faEl'ton. This would have been ftyled a h'lg, 
principle ; the clergy would h ive been ; 
as promoters and abetters of the fact \ < 
tees would have been fent to promife th 
nal his life, provided they might have li 
direft and dictate his coiifeilion •, and a 
•wouKi have been printed of all thofe \ 
been ever feen in the murderer's compai 
the prefent men in power hate and de 
fuch deteftable arts, Vliich they might n 
upon their adverfaries with much more ] 
lity, than ever thcie did their honourab 
tiutions with Greg **. 



• In the bcpjinnitirr of the yc^r 1738, "Wiiriam 
nnfler clevk to Mr Secretary Harley, M'as dctc 
con efjiondence whli Moniieiir ChamUlar'% o 
French King's miniftcrs ; to wliom he tranfri 
proccedin^rs of both Honrcs of parlla'nent wish 
tlic au«rnientatioTi of the Kritifli torccs, and oth 
of jrreat iinnortance. Oreg, ^vhen he was in 
this trcaf>n, pleaded guilty; which gave occal 
Harlty'.s cr.eir/ics to iniinuaie that he was privy 
practices, and had, by HfFurance of pardon, 
nj>on him to plead guilty, in order to prevent t 
nation of witnelTes. The Houfe of Lords ap 
committee of fcven, of whom Lord Sunderland > 
per, to inquire into the afiair. The committee 
an addrefs to the Qin^^n, in which complaint \ 
that all Mr Harley's papers had been hnig C3 
the mean eft clerks in his office; and it was 
that more caution might be i:ftd for the futui 
this addrefs the execution of Greg was deferred 
during wh'ch time he was folicited, threatened, 
Diifed; but dill pcrfiilins ^^ ^^^ ^^^ whole g 
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And here ic may be worth obfcrving, how una- 
imous a concurrence there is between fome per- 
ms once in great power, and a French Papift ; 
Dth agreeing in the great end of taking away 
[r Harley's life, though differing in their mc- 
lodsj the firft proceeding by fubornation, the 
Lhcr by violence ; wherein Guifcard feems to 
ave the advantage, as aiming no further than 
is life ; while the other defigned to deftroy at 
ncc both that and his reputation. The malice 
f both againft this gentleman feems to have 
fen from the fame caufe, his difcovering de- 
gns againft the government. It was Mr Harley 
'^ho detected the treafonable correfpondence of 
rreg, and fecured hbn betimes \ when a cer- 
lin great man, who fliall be namelefs, had, out 
f the depth of his politics, fent him a caution 
) make hisefcape, which would certainly have 
xed the appearance of guilt upon Mr Harley: 
»ut when that was prevented, they would have 
aticed the condemned criminal, with promife 
fa pardon, to write and fign an accufation a- 
ainft the Secretary : but, to ufe Greg's own ex- 
reflion, his death 'was nothing near fo ignominious^ 
s would have been fuch a life^ that mujl befavedhy- 
roftituting his confcience. The fame gentleman 
low lies ftabbed by his other enemy, a Popijb Jj^y^ 

whofe 

imfelf, he was at length executed, having, in a paper 
'Wch he left behind him, juftified Mr Harley in par- 
cular; which he would fcarce have thought nccclTary, 
' no particular attempt had been made againft -him* 
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whofc trcafon he hath difcovcred. God prefen 
the reft of her Majefty's minifters from fuch f-m 
tiftantsy and from fuch Papifts P 

I (hall take occafion to hint at fome partietl 
larities ia this furprifing fa£^^ for the fake o 
thofe at a diftance, or who may not be thorough||j 
informed. The murderer confeiled in Newgate 
that his chief defign was againft Mr Secretaq 
St John, who happened to change feats witl 
Mr Harley for more convenience of examining 
the criminal ; and being aiked what provokec 
him to ftab the Chancellor, he faid, that not be- 
ing able to come at the Secretary, as he intended; 
it was ibme fatisfaftion to murder the pcHbc 
whom he thought Mr St John loved beft *. 

And here if Mr Harley hath ftill any enemies 
left, whom his blood fpilt in the public fervict 
cannot reconcile, I hope they will at leaft admire 
his magnanimity, .which is a quality efteemcc 
even in an enemy : And I think there are fe« 
greater inftances of it to be found in ftory. Af 
ter the wound was given, he was obferved nei- 
ther to change his countenance, nor difcover an] 
concern or diforder in his fpeech. He rofe u{ 
and walked about the room while he was able 
with the greateft tranquillity, during the heigh 
of the confufion- When the furgeon came, h< 
took him afide, and defired he would infom 
him freely whether the wound were mortal, be 
caufe in that cafe, he faid, he had fome affair 

tc 

• How much he was miftaken, appears by Lord Boluig 
broker's letter to Sir William Windham. 
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to fettle relating to his family. The blade of 
the penknife, broken by the violence of the blow 
againft a rib within a quarter of an inch of the 
handle, was dropt out (I know not whether from 
, die wound, or his cloaths) as the furgeon was 
going to drefs him : He ordered it to be taken 
tip, and wiping it himfelf, gave it fome-body to 
keep, faying, he thought it now properly belonged 
to him. He fhewed no fort of refentment, nor 
fpoke one violent word againft Guifcard, but ap- 
peared all the while the leaft concerned of any 
in the company. A ftate of mind, which, in 
fuch an exigency, nothing but innocence can 
give, and is truly worthy of a Chriftian philofo- 
pher. 

If there be really fo great a difference in prin.- 
ciple between the high-Jlying JVhtgt and the friends 
of France, I cannot but repeat the queftion, how 
came they to join in the deftrudtion of the fame 
man ? Can his death be poflibly for the intereft 
of both i or have they both the fame quarrel a- 
gainft him, that he is perpetually difcovcring and 
preventing the treacherous defigns of our ene- 
mies? However it be, this great minifter may 
HOW fay with St Paul, that he hath been //; /><»- 
rUs by his oivn countrymen ^ and in perils by Jlr angers. 

In the midft of fo melancholy a fubjeft, I can- 
not but congratulate with our own country, that 
fuch a favage monfter as the Marquis de Guifl 
card is none of her produ<f\Ion \ a wretch por- 
haps more deteftable in his own noturc, than 
even this barbarous aft has been yet able to re- 

VoL. III. P prcfent 
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prefent him to the world. For there are good 
reafons to believe from feveral circumilances, 
that he had intentions of a deeper dye than thof( 
he happened to execute ; I mean fuch as ever] 
good fubjed muft tremble to think on. He hatt 
of late been frequently feen going up the back- 
ilairs at court, and walking alone in an outei 
room adjoininpr to her Majefty's bed-chamber 
He hath often, and earneftly preffed, for fonM 
time, to have accefs to the Queen, even &m 
his correfpondence with France. And he hai 
now given fuch a proof of his difpofition, a 
leaves it eafy to guefs what was before in hii 
thoughts, and what he was capable of attempting 
It is humbly to be hoped, that the legiflatun 
will interpofe on fo extraordinary an occafion ai 
this, and direft a puniihment * fome way pro 
portionable to fo execrable a crime. 

£t quicunqtte tuum violavit vuhere corpm^ 
Mortt luat merit a 

K* 33. Tburfday, March 22. 17 10. 

!>€ liber tote rethjertth, qua etrte nihil eji dultfus, tihi c 

fcntior, 

TH E apologies of the ancient fathers are rc< 
koned to have been the mod ufeful par 
of their writings, and to have done greateft fei 

vi< 

• An a(5t was immediately pafled to make an attew 
•n the life of a Privy-councellor, i" the executioa 
l^u office, felony without bene^t of clergy. Hav/ke/. 
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lice to the Chriftian rtligioti ; becaufe thcjr i*-» 
Hwved thore mifreprefentations which had done 
It moft injury. The methods thefe writers took, 
were openly and freely to difcover every point of 
their faith, to dcted the falfehood of their ac- 
Cttfers, and to charge nothing upon their advert 
faries but what they were fure to make good. This 
Example hath been ill followed of later times ; 
tfcc Papi/ts Cncc the Reformation ufing all arts to 
p«Hiate the abftirdities of their tenets, and load- 
ing the reformers with a thoufand calumnies ; 
the confequence of which hath been only a mor* 
prions, wide, and inveterate feparation. It ii 
the fame thing in civil fchifms: A Whig forms 
tin image of a Tory juft after the thing he moft 
hbbors, and that image ferveth to reprefent thfc 
yhole body. 

I am not fenfible of any material difference 
there is between thofe who call themfelves the 
old WhrgSy and a great majority of the prefent 
Tories: at Icaft by all I could ever find from ex- 
amining feveral perfons of each denomination. 
Bot it muft be confefled, that the prefent body of 
W'higSf as they now conftitute that party, is a 
"very odd mixture of mankind, being fofced to 
enlarge thiir bottom by taking in every hetero- 
dox profeiTor either in religioft or goverfiment, 
wkofe opinions they were obliged to encourage 
for fear of leffening their number ; while the 
bulk of the landed men and people were entirely 
of the old fentiments. However, they ftill pre^ 
tended a due regard to the monarchy and the 
P 2 shurch^ 
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churchy even at the time when they were making 
the largeft fteps towards the ruin of both : But 
not being able to wipe off the many accufations 
laid to their charge, they endeavoured, by throw- 
ing off fcandal, to make the Tories appear black- 
er than themfelves; that fo the people might join 
with them as the fmaller evil of the two.. 

But among all the reproaches which the Whiii 
have flung upon their advcrfaries, there is none 
hath done them more fervicc than that oi pajlvi 
obedience y as they rcprefent it with the confequen- 
ces of non-refijiancey arbitrary power j indefeafihU 
righty tyranny^ Popery^ and what not. There is 
no accufation which hath paffed with more plaufi- 
bility than this j nor any that is fupportcd witi 
lefs juftice. In order therefore to undeceive 
thofe who have been mifled by falfe reprcfenta 
tions> I thought it would be no improper under 
taking to fet this matter in a fair light, which 
think hath not yet been done. A Whig afks 
whether you hold pajftve obedience ? You affirr 
it : He then immediately cries out, you are 
JacobitCy a friend of France and the Pretender 
becaufe he makes you anfwerable for the defin: 
tion he hath formed of that term, however diffe 
rent it be from what you underftand. I wi 
therefore give two defcriptions oipaffive obedience 
the firft as it isfalfely charged by the WhigSy tV 
other as it is really profeffed by the Tories^ at lea 
by nineteen in twenty of all I ever converfe 
with. 

PaJt^ 
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Pajfive obedUnce^ as charged by the JVH IGS. 

The doftrine of paj/ive obedience is to believe, 
that .a king, even in a limited monarchy, holding 
his power only from God, is only anfwerable to 
him : That fuch a king is above all law j that the 
cruelleft tyrant muft be fubmitted to in all things; 
and if his commands be evcrfo unlawful, you muft 
neither fly nor refift, nor ufe any other weapons 
than prayers and tears. Although he fhould 
force your wife or daughter, murder your chil- 
dren before your face, or cut off five hundred 
heads in a morning for his diverfion ; you are 
ftill to wiiji him a long profperous reign, and to 
he patient under all his cruelties with the fame 
reBgnation as under a plague or famine ; becaufe 
to refiit him, would be to refift God in the per- 
fon of his vicegerent. If a king of England 
ihould go through the ftreets of London in order 
to murder every man he met, pajftve obedience 
commands them to fubmit. All laws made to 
limit him fignify nothing, although pafled by his 
own confent, if he thinks fit to break them. God 
will indeed call him to a fevere account, but the 
whole people united to a man cannot prefume to 
hold his hands, or offer him the leaft aElive difobe- 
dience : The people were certainly created for 
him, and not he for the people. His next heir, 
although worfe than what 1 have defcribed, altho' 
a fool or a madman, hath a divine indefeafible 
right to fuccced him, which no law can difannul j 
»ay, although he fhould kill his father upon the 
P 3 throne, 
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throne, he is immediatdy king to all intents smi 
purpofes ; the poffeflion of the crown wiping oi 
all ftains. But whofoever fits on the thron 
without this title, though ever fo peaceahljr, an( 
by confent of former kings and parliaments, i 
an ufurpery while there is any-where in the work 
another pcrfon, who hath a nearer hereditar 
yight ; and the whole kingdom lies under morta 
fin, till that heir be reftored, becaufe he hath i 
divine title, which no human law can defeat* 

This, and* a great deal more, hath, in a thott 
fand papers and pamphlets, been laid to that doc 
trine ni pqffive obedience which the Whigs ar 
pleafcd to charge upon us. This is what the 
are perpetually diftilling into the people as th 
undoubted principle by which the prefent mini 
ftry, and a great majority in parliament, do { 
this time proceed. This is what they accufe th 
clergy of delivering from the pulpits, and ( 
preaching up as a doftrinc abfolutely neceflai 
to falvation. And whoer<6f affirms in genera 
thzt pqfftve obedience is due to the fupreme powe 
he is prefently loaded by our candid adverfari< 
^ith fuch confequences as thefe. Let us then 
fore fee what this doftrine is, when ftript of fuc 
Inifreprefentations, by defcribing it as real) 
taught and praftifed by the Tories / and then ; 
will appear what grounds our adverfaries have t 
accufe us upon this article. 

■ JPaffiv 
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PaJlive obedUnci^ at proftjftd and praSlifcd by the 
TOR lES. 

Thet think that in erery government, whcr 
tfaer monarchy or republic, there is placed a.fu- 
preme, abfolute and unlimited power, to which 
"i^ffive obedience is due. That where-ever is enr 
:rufted the power of making laws, that power is 
Krithout all bounds ; can repeal, or ena£^ at 
pileafure whatever laws it thinks fitj and juftly 
lemand univerfal obedience and non-refiitance. 
rhat among us, as every body knows, this 
pourer is lodged in the King or Queen, together 
with the Lords and Commons of the kingdom ( 
ind therefore all decrees whatfoever, made by 
that power, are to be adlively or paffively obeyed. 
That the adminiftration, or executive part of 
this power, is in England folely entrufted with 
the prince, who in adminiftering thofe laws 
ought to be no more refifted that the legiflative 
power itfelf. But they do not conceive the fame 
abfolute pajfive obedience to be due to a limited 
prince's commands, when they are direftly con- 
trary to the laws he hath confented to, and 
fworn to maintain. The crown may be fued, 
as well as a private perfon ; and if any arbitrary 
king of England Ihould fend his officers to feize 
my lands or goods againft law, I can lawfully 
refift them. The minifters, by whom he a<fts, 
are liable to profecution and impeachment, al- 
though his own perfon be facred. But if he in- 
terpofe his royal authority to fupport their info- 

lence. 
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lencCy I fee no remedy, until it grows a general 
grievance, or until the body of the people have 
reafon to apprehend it will be fo 5 after which 
it becomes a cafe of ncceflity, and then I fup- 
pofc a free people may afl'ert their own rights, 
yet without any violation to the perfon or law- 
ful power of the prince. But although the 
Tories allow all this, and did juftify it by the 
iharc they had in the Revolution ; yet they fee no 
reafon for entering into fo ungrateful a fubjeftj 
or raifmg controvcrfies upon it, as if we were in 
daily apprehenfions of tyranny under the reign ol 
■fo excellent a princefs, and while we have fo 
many laws of late years made to limit the prero- 
gative \ when, according to thofe who know om 
conftitution beft, things rather feem to lean tc 
the other extreme, which is equally to be avoid- 
ed. As to the fucceffion ; the Tories think ai 
hereditary right to be the beft in its own naturC; 
and moft agreeable to our old conftitution ; ye 
at the fame time they allow it to be defeafible b] 
aft of parliament ; and fo is magna charta toe 
if the Icgiflature think fit : Which is a truth f 
manifeft, that no man, who underftands the m 
ture of government, can be in doubt concen 
ing it. 

Thefe I take to be the fentiments of a gre; 
majority among the Tories with refpeft to pajjt'. 
obedience: And if the Whigs infift, from tl 
writings or common talk of warm and ignorai 
men, to form a judgment of the whole bod; 

accordin 
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according to the firft account I have here given y 
I will engage to produce as many of their fide, 
who arc utterly againft pajive obedience even to 
the legiflature ; who will aflert the lad refort of 
power to be in the people againll thofe whom 
they have chofen and trufted as their reprefenta- 
tives, with the prince at the head ; and who 
will put wild improbable cafes to fljew the rea- 
fonablenefs and neceility of refifting the legifla- 
tivc power in fuch imaginary junftures. Than 
which, however^ nothing can be more idle •, for I 
J^re undertake in any fyftem of goverment, ei- 
ther fpcculative or pradlical, that was ever yet 
in the world, from Plato's Republic to Harring- 
ton's Oceanaj to put fuch diiHculties as cannot 
le anfwered. 

All the other calumnies raifed by the Whtgs 
may be as eafily wiped oiFj and I have charity to 
wifh they could as fully anfwer the juft accufa- 
tions we have againft them. Dodwell, Hicks, 
and Leiley, are gravely quoted to prove, that the 
Tories defign to bring in the Pretender; and if 
I (hould quote them to prove that the fame 
thing is intended by the Whlgs^ it would be full 
asreafonable ; fince I am fure they have at leaft 
as much to do with Nonjurors as we. But our 
objeftions againft the Whigs are built upon their 
conftant pra6lice for many years, whereof I 
have produced an hundred inibances, againft any 
fingle one, of which no anfwer hath yet been at- 
tempted, although I have been curious enough 
to look into all the papers I could meet with, 

that 
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that are written againft the Exarmner : fucha 
tafk as, I hope, no man thinks I would under- 
go for any other end but that of finding an op- 
portunity to own and rcftify my miitakes; as I 
would be ready to do upon the call of the meanefi 
adverfary. Upon which occafion I fhall take 
leave to add a few words. 

I flattered myf<ilf lad Thurfday, from the na- 
ture of my fubjt£l, and the inofFenfivc manned 
I handled it, that I Ihould have one week's re* 
fpite from thofe mercilefs pens, whofe feverity 
will fome time break my heart : But I am de- 
ceived, and find them more violent than ever. 
They charge me with two lies and a blunder. The 
firft lie is a truth, that Guifcard was inritcd ovcrj 
but it is of no confcquence. I do not tax it ast 
fault J fuch fort of men have often been ferrkc- 
Ikble : I only blamed the indifcretion of raififag 
a profligate abbot, at the firft ftep, to a litih 
tenant-general and colonel of a regiment of horfe 
without (laying fome reafonable time, as is ufual 
in fuch cafes, until he had given fome proofs rf 
his fidelity, as well as of that intereft and credit 
he pretended to have in his country. But thai 
is faid to be another lie ; for he was a Papift^ and 
cx)uld not have a regiment : However, this^o* 
iher lie is a truth too ; for a regiment he had, 
and- paid by us, to his agent, Monfieur la Ba9, 
for his ufe. The third is a blunder ; that I fay> 
Guifcard's defign was againft Mr Secretary St 
John, and yet my reafonings upon it are as i» 
it were pcrfonally againft Mr Harley. But ^ 
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fay no fuch thing, and my reafonings are juft. I 
relate only what Guifcard faid in Newgate, be- 
caufe it was a particularity the reader might be 
curious to know (and accordingly it lies in a pa- 
ragraph by itfelf, after my refledlions) but I ne- 
ver meant to be anfwerable for what Guifcard 
&id, or thought it of weight enough for me to 
draw conclufions from thence, when I had tfie 
aiidrefs of both Houfes to direft me better ; where 
it is exprefsly faid, " That Mr Harle/s fidelity 
*' to her Majelly, and zeal for her fervice, have 
" drawn upon him the hatred of all the abet- 
•* ters of Popery and faftion." This is what I 
bdicve, and what I (hall (tick to. 

But, alas ! thefe are not the paflages which 
have raifed fo much fury againft me. One or 
two midakes in fads of no importance, or a 
fingle blunder, would not have provoked them ; 
they are not fo tender of my reputation as a wri*. 
ter. All their outrage is occafioned by thofe pafc 
fagcs in that paper, which they do not in the 
Icaft pretend to anfwer, and with the utmoft re*- 
Inftancy are forced to mention. They take a?, 
bandance of pains to clear Guifcard from a defign 
againft Mr Harley's life ; but offer not one ar- 
gument to clear their other friends, who, in the 
bufinefsof Greg, were equally guilty of th^ fame 
di/ign againfl tht fame per/on ; lu^ofe tongues were 
^ /words, and whofc penknives were axes. 

N^ 34- 
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N® 34. Thur(clay, March 29. 1711. 

Suttt hie etLim fua pr^mia laudi ; 
^UNt iacbrymd rcrum, et mentem mtrtalta tangunU 

I Begin to be heartily weary of jtny employ- ^ 
mcntas Examiner, which 1 wifh the miniftry 
would confider with half fo much concern as I' 
4o, and adign me fome other with lefs pains, . 
and a pcnfion. There may foon be a vacancy 
cither on the bench, in the revenue, or the army, 
and I am equally qualified for each ; but this trade 
of examitiitigy I apprehend, may at one time or 
other go near to four my temper. I did lately ..^ 
propofe, that fome of thofe ingenious fens, which 
are engaged on the other fide, might be employ- 
ed to fucceed me ; and 1 undertook to bring 
them over for /* ot/jcr crown : But it was aiifwer- j 
cd, that thofe gentlemen do much better fcr- ] 
vice in the (lations where they are. It was add- 
ed, that abundance of abufes yet remained to 
be laid open to the world, which 1 had often 
promifed to do, but was too much diverted by 
other fubje6ls that came into my head. On the 
other fide, the advice of fomje friends, and the 
threats of many enemies, have put me upon con- 
fidering, what would become of me, if times 
fjould alter : This I have done very maturely; 
and the refult. is, that I am in no manner of pain. 
I grant, that what I have faid upon occafion, 
concerning the late men in power, may be called 
fatire by fome unthinking people, as long as that 
fa£lion is down : But if ever they come into 

play 
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lay again, I muft give them warning before- 
and, that I (hall expe£l to be 7i favourite^ and 
lat thofe pretended advocates of theirs will be 
illoried for libellers. For I appeal to any man, 
whether I ever charged that party, or its leaders, 
dth one fingle aftion or defign, which (if we 
lay judge by their former practices) they will 
ot openly profefs, be proud of, and fcore up 
>r merit, when they come again to the head of 
flPairs ? I faid, they were infolent to the Queen: 
Vill they not value themfelves upon that, as an 
rgument to prove them bold aflertors of the peo- 
le's liberty ? I affirmed, they were againft a 
eace : Will they be angry with me for fetting 
orth the refinements of their politics, in purfu- 
ng the only method left to preferve them in 
K)wer ? -I faii, they had involved the nation in 
lebts, and engroflcd much of its money : They 
50 beyond me, and boaft they have got it a//, and 
:he credit too. I have urged the probability of 
:hcir intending great alterations in religion and 
jovernment : If they deftroy both at their next 
:oming, will they not reckon my foretelling it 
rather as a panegyric than an affront ? I faid, 
they had formerly a defign againft Mr Harley's 
life * : If they were now in power, would they 
not immediately cut off his head, and thank me 
for juftifying the fincerity of their intentions ? 
In (hort, there is nothing I ever faid of thofe Vv^or- 
thy patriots, which* may not be as well excufed : 
therefore, as foon as they refumc their places, I 
Vol. III. Q^ poHtively 

* SecThe Exa//ii/fer, N° 32. 
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pofitivcly defign to put in my claim ; and, I think, 
may do it with a better grace than many of that 
party, v'ho now make their court to the prefent 
miniftry. I know two or three great men, at 
whofe levees you may daily obferve a fcorc of the 
moft forward faces, which every body is afhamcd 
of, except thofe who wear them. But I conceive, 
my pretenfions will be upon a very different foot. 
Let me offer a parallel cafe : Suppofe K. Charles I. 
had entirely fubdued the rebels at Nafeby, and 
reduced the kingdom to his obedience-, who- 
ever had gone about to reafon from the former 
conduft of thofe faintly that if the vidlory had 
fallen on their fide, they would have murdered 
their prince, deftroyed monarchy and the churchy 
and made the King's party compound for theii 
cftatcs as delinquents,, would have been callec 
a falfe uncharitable libeller by thofe very perfons. 
who afterwards gloried in all this, and called i 
the ivork of the Lordy when they happened t( 
fucceed. I remember there was a perfon finec 
and im^nfowtmox fcandalum magnatuniy becauC 
he faid the Duke of York was a Papift : Bu 
when that prince came to be king, and mad 
open profeffion of his religion, he had the juftic 
immediately to releafe his prifoner, who in hi 
opinion had put a compliment upon him, an 
not a reproach: And therefore Colonel Titui 
who had warmly afferted the fame thing in pai 
liament, wasmade a Privy-counfellor. 

By this rule, if that, whith for fome politi 
reafons is now called fcaudal upon the late m 

niftr 
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niftry, proves one day to be only an abftraft of 
fuch a cbara£ter as tbey will afTume, and be 
proud of, I think I may fairly offer my preten- 
fions, and hope for their favour : And I am the 
more confirmed in this notion, by what I have 
obferved in thofe papers that come out weekly 
againft the Examiner. The authors are perpetu- 
ally telling me of my ingratitude to my mailers ; ' 
that I blunder and betray the caufe ^ and write 
vith more bitternefs againft thofe who hire me, 
than againft the Whigs. Now, I took all this at 
£rft only for fo many ftrains of wit, and pretty 
paradoxes, to divert the reader *, but upon further 
lUnkingy I find tbey are ferious. I imagined I 
had comfplimented the prefent miniftry for their 
dutiful behaviour to the Queen, for their love 
of the old Gonftitution in church and ftate, for 
tlicir generofity and juftice, and for their defire 
of a fpeedy honourable peace : But it feems I 
mm miftaken, and they reckon all this for fatire, 
becaufe it is direftly contrary to the practice of 
aU thofe whom they fet up to defend, and utter- 
ly againft all their notions of a good miniftry. 
Therefore I cannot but think they have reafon on 
tbcir fide : For, fuppofe I fhould write the cha- 
rader of an honeft, a religious, and a learned 
man ; and fend the firft to Negwate, the fecond 
to the Grecian Coffee-houfe, and the laft to 
White's ; would they not all pafs for fatires, and 
juftly enough, among the companies to whom 
they were fent ? 
Having therefore employed feveral papers in 
Q^^ fuch 
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fuch fort oi panegyrics^ and but very few on wtat 
they underftand to hcfatires^ I fhall henceforth 
upon occafion be more liberal of the lattery of 
which they are Hke to have a tafte in the re- 
mainder of this prefent paper. 

Among all the advantages which the kingdom 
hath received by the late change of miniftry, the 
greateft muft be allowed to be the calling of the 
prefent parliament upon the diflblution of the 
laft. It is acknowledged, that this excellent af- 
fembly hath entirely recovered the honour of 
parliaments, which had been unhappily proftitu- 
ted for fomc years pad by the factious proceed- 
ings of an unnatural majority, in concert with a 
mod corrupt adminiftration. It is plain by the 
prefent choice of members, that'the ele<flors of 
England, when left to themfelves, do rightly un- 
derftand their true intereft. The moderate Whigs 
begin to be convinced, that we have been all thif 
while in wrong hands, and that things are nov 
as they fliould be. And that as the prefent 
Houfe of Commons is the beft reprefentative of 
the nation that hath ever been fummoned in our 
memories j fo they have taken care in their firft 
feflion, by that noble bill of qualification *, that 
future parliaments (hould be compofed of landed 
va^x\ ; and our properties lie no more at the mercy 
of thofe who have none themfelves, or at leaft 
only what is tranfient or imaginary. If there 
be any gratitude in pofterity, the memory of 

this 

• The qualification required by this a<5l is fome eftat* 
inland, either in pofTeSon or certain re verilou. See N°44' 
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:his aflembly will be always celebrated ; If other- 
»^ife, at lead we, who {hare in the bleffings they 
derive to us, ought with grateful hearts to ac- 
tnowledge them. 

I defign in fome following papers to draw up a 
lift (for I can do no more) of the great things 
this parliament hath already performed ; the 
many abufes they have detefted ; their juftice in 
deciding eleftions without regard to party ; their 
chearfulnefs and addrefs in raifmg fupplies for 
the war, and at the fame time providing for the 
nation's debt ; their duty to the Queen, and their 
kindnefs to the church. In the mean time, I can- 
not forbear mentioning two particulars, which, 
in my opinion, do difcover, in fome meafure, the 
temper of the prefent parliament, and bear a- 
nalogy to thofe paflages related by Plutarch in 
the lives of certain great men j which, as himfelf 
obferveth, ." although they be not of aftions 
" which make any great noife or figure in hi- 
" ftory, yet give more light into the charafters of 
" perfons, than we could receive from an account 
" of their moft renowned atchievements." 

Something like this may be obferved from two 
btc inftances of decency and good-nature in that il- 
luftrious aflembly I am fpeaking of. The firft 
was, when, after that inhuman attempt upon Mr 
Harley, they were pleafed to vote an addrefs to 
llie Queen, wherein they exprefs their utmoft 
dcteftation of the fa£l:, their high efteem and 
great concern for that able minifter, and juftly 
impute his misfortunes to that zeal for her Ma- 
0.3 jefty's 
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jefty^s fcnricc, which had drawn upon him the ha* 
tred of all the abetters of Popery and faBion. I 
dare affirm^ that fo diftinguifhing a mark of 
honour and good will from fuch a parliament 
was more acceptable to a pcrfon of Mr Harlc/s 
generous nature^ than the moft bountiful grant 
that was ever yet made to a fubjeft ; as her Ma- 
jefty*s anfwer^ filled with gracious expreffions in 
his favour , adds more to his real glory, than any 
titles (he could beftow. The prince and reprc- 
fentatives of the whole kingdom join in their 
concern for fo important a life : Thefe are the 
true rewards of virtue ; and this is the commerce 
between noble fpirits in a coin which the giver 
knows where to beftow, and the receiver how 
to value, although neither avarice nor ambition 
would be able to comprehend its worth* 

The other inftance I intend to produce of rf^ 
cency and good-nature in the prefent Houfe of 
Commons, relates to their moft worthy fpeaker * \ j 
who having unfortunately loft his eldeft fon, the ; 
aflembly, moved with a generous pity for fo fen- 
fible an affliftion, adjourned themfelves for a 
w^eek, that fo good a fervant of the public might 
have fome interval to wipe away a father'5. tears. 
And indeed that gentleman hath too juft an oc- 
cafion for his grief by the death of a fon, who 
had already acquired fo great a reputation for 
every amiable quality, and who might have lived 
to be fo great an honour and an ornament to his 
ancient family. 

Before 
• William Breroley, Efq^ 
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. Before I cosclude, I muft defire one favour of 
the reader y that when he thinks it worth his 
while to perufe any paper written againft the -£;e- 
eminery he will not form his judgment by any 
mangled quotation out of it, which he finds in 
fuch papers, but be fo juft to read the paragraph 
referred to ; which I am confident will be found 
a fufficient anfwer to all that ever thofe papers 
can objed : At leaft, I have feen abo? e fifty of 
them, and never yet obferved one fingle quotas 
tion tranfcribed with common candour. 



N® 35*. ThurlHay, April 5. 171 1. 

Httlli fu9 peceato impedUntur, quo minus alterius petcaU 
demonJirMre poJfmU 

IHave been confidering the old conftitution 
of this kingdom ; comparing it with the mo- 
narchies and republics whereof we meet fo many 
accounts in ancient ftory, and with thofe at pre- 
fent in moft parts of Europe. I have conGdered 
our religion, eftabliflied here by the legiflature 
foon after the Reformation. I have likewife ex- 
amined the genius and difpofition of the people 
under that reafonable freedom they poffefs. Then 
I have turned my refledlions upon thofe two 
peat divifions of Whig and Tory (which feme way 
or other take in the vhole kingdom) with the 
principles they both profefs, as well as thofe 
wherewith they reproach one another. From all 
this I endeavour to determine from which fide 

her 
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hcrprcfcnt Majcfty may reafonably hope for mod 
fccurity to her perfon and government ; and to 
vhich (he ought in prudence to truft the admini- 
ftration of her affairs. If thcfe two rivals were 
really no more than parties ^ according to the 
common acceptation of the word, I fhould agree 
with thofe politicians, who think a prince de- 
fcends from his dignity by putting himfelf atthe 
head of either ; and that his wifeft courfe is to 
keep them in a balance, raifing or depreffing ci- 
ther, as it beft fuits with his defigns. But when 
the vifible intereft of his crown and kingdom lies 
on one fide ; and when the other is but SL/aHion^ 
raifed and ftrengthened by incidents and in- j 
trigues, and by deceiving the people with falfe re- .' 
prcfentations of things; he ought in prudence 
to take the firft opportunity of opening his fub- 
jefts eyes, and declaring himfelf in favour of 
thofe who are for preferving the civil and reli- 
gious rights of the nation, wherewith his own 
are fo interwoven. 

This was certainly our cafe : For I do not take 
the heads, advocates, and followers of the JFhigs 
toniTike up, ftriftly fycTikingyZ national party ; be- 
ing patched up of heterogeneous, inconfiftent 
parts, whom nothing ferved to unite, but the 
common intereft of fharing in the fpoil and plun- 
der of the people; their prefent dread of their 
adverfaries, by whom they apprehended to be 
called to an account ; and that general confpi- 
racy of endeavouring to overturn the church and 
ftate, which, however, if they could have com- 

paffed, 
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pafled, they would certainly have fallen out a- 
mong themfelves, and broke in pieces, as tkeir 
fredecejfors did after they deftroyed the monarchy 
and religion. For how could a Whig^ who is 
againft all difcipline, agree with a Pre/byteriariy 
who carries it higher than the Papijis themfelves ? 
How could a Socinian adjuft his models to either ? 
Or how could any of thefe cement with a Deijl 
Kit Free-thinker y when they came to confult upon 
points of faith ? Neither would they have agreed 
better in their fyftems of government; where, 
fomc would have been for a king under the limi- 
tations of a duke of Venice ; others for a Dutch 
republic ; a third party for an ariftocracy ; and 
mod of all for fome new fabric of their own con- 
triving. 

But however, let us confider them as ^party^ 
and under thofe general tenets wherein they a- 
greed, and which they publicly owned, without 
charging them with any that they pretend to 
deny. Then, let us examine thofe principles of 
the Tories^ which their adverfaries allow them 
to profcfs, and do not pretend to tax them with 
any adions contrary to thole profeihons : After 
which let the reader judge, from which of thefe 
two parties a prince hath moft to fearj and 
whether her Majefty did not confider the eafe, 
the fafety, and dignity of her perfon, the fecurity 
of her crown, and the tranfmiffion of monarchy 
to her Proteftant fucceflbrs, when fhe put affairs 
into the prefent hands. 

Suppofe the matter were not entire ; the 

Queen 
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Queen to make her choice : and for that end, 
ihould order the principles on both (ides to be 
fairly laid before her. Firft, I conceive, the Whigs 
would grant, that they have naturally no very 
great veneration for crowfied heads ; that they 
allow the perfon of the prince may, upon many 
occafions, be refifled by arms ; and that they do 
not condemn the war raifed againft K. Charles L 
or own it to be a rebellion, although they 
would be thought to blame his murder. They 
do not think the prerogative to be yet fufficiehdy 
limited; and have therefore taken care (as a 
particular mark of their veneration for tKc illuf- 
trious Houfe of Hanover) to clip it Aill clofcr a- 
gainft the next reign; which -confequently the j 
would be glad to fee done in the prefent : Not 
to mention, that the majority of them, if it 
were put to the vote, would allow that they 
prefer a commonwealth before a monarchy. A« 
to reltgion ; their univerfal undifputed maxim 
is, that it ought to make no di(lin£lion at all a- 
mong Protefants; and in the word ProteJla»t 
they include every body who is not a Paptft^ and 
who will by an oath give fecurity to the govern- 
ment. Union in difcipline and do£trine, the 
oflPenfive fin of fchifm, the notion of a church 
and a hierarchy, they laugh at as foppery, cant, 
znd priejcraft. They fee no necefDty at all that 
there (hould be a national faith ; and what vc 
ufually call by that name, they only ftylc the r*- 
ligion of the magijlrate *. Since the difienters and 

we 

• Sec Leittr 9n the Tefi, Vol. IV. 
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c agree in the main, why fhould the difference 
: a few fpeculative points or modes of drefs 
capacitate them from fcrving their prince and 
mntry, in a jundure when we ought to have 
1 hands up againft the common enemy ? And 
hy fliould they be forced to take the facrament 
•om our clergy's hands, and in our pofture ; or 
idced why compelled to receive it at all, when 
icy take an employment which has nothing to 
with religion ? 

Thefe are the notions which moil of that 
arty avow, and which they do not endeavour 
) difguife or fct off with falfe colours, or com* 
lain of being mifreprefented about. I have 
ere placed them on purpofe in the fame light, 
'hich themfelvcs do in the very apologies they 
lake for what we accufe them of ; and how in- 
iting even thefe doftrines are for fuch a mo- 
arch to clofe with, as our law, both ftatute 
nd common, underftands a king of England to 
e, let others decide. But then, if to thefe we 
lould add other opinions, which mod of their 
wn writers juftify, and which their univerfal 
radice hath given a fanftion to ; they are no 
lore than what a prince might reafonably expe<!l, 
8 the natural confequence of thofe avowed prin- 
iples. For when fuch perfons are at the head 
f affairs, the low opinion they have of princes 
rill certainly lead them to violate that refpeft 
hey ought to bear; and at the fame time, their 
wn want of duty to their fovereign is largely 
ttade up, by exafting greater fubmiflion to 

themfelvci 
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themfelvcs from their fellow- fubj efts : It being 
indifputably true, that the fame principle of 
pride and ambition makes a man treat his equals 
with infolence, in the fame proportion as he 
affronts his fuperiors ; as both prince and people 
have fufliciently felt from the late miniftry. 

Then, from their confefl'ed notions of religion 
as above related, I fee no reafon to wonder, 
why they countenanced not only all forts of dif- 
fenters, but the feveral gradations of Free-think' 
trs among us (all which are openly enrolled in 
their party) nor why they were fo very averfe 
from the prefent eftablifhed form of worfhip, 
which, by prefcribing obedience to princes from 
the topic of confcience, would be fure to thwart 
all their fchemes of innovation. 

One thing I might add, as another acknow- 
ledged maxim in that party, and in my opinion 
as dangerous to the conftitution as any I have 
mentioned ; I mean, that of preferring on all 
occafions the imn'.ed intereft before the landed; 
which they were fo far from denying, that they 
would gravely debate the reafonablenefs andju- 
ftice of it \ and at the rate they went on, might 
in a little time have found a majority of reprc- 
fentatives fitly qualified to lay thofe heavy bur- 
dens on the rell of the nation, which thcmfelves 
would not touch with one of their fingers. 

However, to deal impartially, there are fome 
motives which might compel a prince, under 
the neceffity of affairs, to deliver himfelf over to 
that party. They were/aid to poffefs the great 
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bejed. Their fentiments in relation to th 
church are known enough, and will not be coih 
troverted, being juft the reverfe to what I ha 
delivered as the do£trine and ^pra£lice of thi 
Whigs upon, that article. 

But here I muft likewife deal impartially too \ 
and add one principle as a chara^leriflic of the 
Tories i which hath much difcouraged fome priucei 
from making ufe of them in aBFairs. Give the 
JVhigshul power enough to infult their fovereign,; 
engrofs his favours to themfelves, and to op*; 
prefs and plunder their fellow-fubje£ts \ thept 
prefently grow into good humour and good lao* 
guage towards the crown j profefs they wiH 
itand by it with their lives and fortunes ; and 
whatever rudeneffcs they may be guilty of in 
private, yet they aflure the world that there ne- 
ver was fo gracious a monarch. But, to the 
ihame of the Toriesy it muft be confefled, that 
nothing of all this hath been ever obferved in 
them ; in or out of favour, you fee no alteration, 
farther than a little chearfulnefs or cloud in 
their countenances : The higheft employments 
can add nothing to their loyalty.*, but their be- 
haviour to their prince, as well as their exprcf- 
(ions of love and duty, are in all conditions ex- 
a£lly the fame. 

Having thus impartially ftated the avowed 
principles of IFheg and Tory; let the reader de- 
termine as he pleafeth, to which of thefe two a 
wife prijjce may, with mod fafety to himfelf and 

the 
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:the public, truft his perfon and his affairs ; and 
whether it were rafhnefs or prudence in her Ma- 
Ijcfty to make thofe changes in the miniftry, 
J which have been fo highly extolled by fome, and 
. condemned by others. 

. N® 36. ThurfJay, April 12. 17 11. 

Tres fpecUs tarn dtffitntls, tru taU.% texta, 
Vna dicj dtdit exitio 

I Write this paper for the fake of the Diffen'^ 
tersy whom I take to be the moft fpreading 
branch of the Whig party that profejfeth Chriftia^ 
•nity^ and the only one that fetjms to be zealous 
for any particular fyilem of it ; the bulk of thofe 
we call the low'church being generally indifferent 
and undetermined in that point ; and the other 
fubdivifions having not yet taken either the Old 
orNewTeftamcnt into their fcheme. By the Z)^ 
fintersy therefore, it will be eafily underftood that 
I mean the Prejbyterians^ as they include the fefts 
of Anabapttftsf Independents j and others, which 
have been melted down into them fmce the Re-- 
juration. This feft, in order to make itfelf na- 
tional, having gone fo far as to raife a rebellion, 
murder their king, deftroy monarchy and the 
church, was afterwards broken in pieces by its 
Own divifions ; which made way for the King's 
""cturn from his exile. However, the zealous a- 
niong them did dill entertain hopes of recover- 
ing the dominion of grace ; whereof I have read a 
remarkable paflage in a book publifhed about the 
R 2 year 
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year 1 66 1 , and written by one of their own ^de» 
As one of the regicides was going to his execit- 
tion, a friend aiked him, " Whether he thought 
'« the cauft' would revive ?" He anfwered, " The 
" aiufe is in the bofom of Chrift ; and as fure as 
<« Chrift rofe from the dead, fo fure will the caufi 
<« revive alfo." And therefore the Nonconforntijls 
were ft r icily watched, and reft rained hy penal 
laws, during the reign of K. Charles II. the court 
and kingdom looking on them as a faBion ready 
to join in any dcfign againft the government in 
church or ftate. And furely this was reafonabk 
enough, while fo many continued alive who had 
voted, and fought, and preached againft both, 
and gave no proof that they had changed their 
principles. The Nonconformifts were then exactly 
upon the fame foot with our Nonjurors now, whom 
we double tax, forbid their conventicles, and 
keep under hatches, without thinking ourfelvcs 
poffeficd with a perfecuting fpirit ; becaufe wc 
know they want nothing but the power to ruin 
us. This, in my opinion, fhould altogether fi- 
lence the Dijfenters complaints of perfecution 
under K. Charles II. or make them fhcw us 
wherein they differed at that time from what our 
Jacobites are now. 

Their inclinations to the church were foon dif- 
covered, when K. James II. fuccceded to the 
crown, with whom they unanimoufly joined in 
its ruin, to revenge themfelves for that reftraint 
they had moft juftly fufFered in the foregoing 
reign, not from the perfecuting temper of the 
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2^, IS their clamours would fugged, but th« 
ience and caution of the legiflature. The 
B indulgence againft law was made ufe of by 
n ^nd the Papifts : and they amicably em* 
'ed their powefj as in defence of one com- 
i intereft. 

^it the Revolution happening foon after, fer- 
to wafh away the memory of the rebellion ; 
n which the run againft Popery was no doubt 
lift and feafonable as that of Fanaticifm after 
Reftoration ; and the dread of Popery being - 
I our lateft danger, and confequently the 
\ frefh upon our fpirlts, all mouths were o- 
againft that : The D'tffenters were rewarded 
1 an indulgence by law ; the rebellion and 
g's murder were now no longer a reproach ; 
former was only a civil war, and whoever 
\ call it a rebeHiotJ^ was a Jacobite and friend 
rancc. This was the more unexpefted, be- 
'e the Revolution being wholly brought a- 
t by church of England hands, ihey hoped 
good confequence of it would be, the relie- 
; us from the encroachments of Dijfenters^ 
rcll as thofe of Papijis ; fince both had equal- 
oiifcderated towards our ruin : And there- 
, when the crown was now fettled, it was bo- 
at leaft that the reft of the conftitution would 
ifftored. But this affair took a very different 
: The Dijfe?iters had juft made a (hift to 
a tide, ii:id join with the Prince of Orange, 
n they found all was defperate with their 
'eclcr K. James ; and obfcrving a party then 
R 3 forming 
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forming againft the old principles in church and 
ftatCi under the name of Whigs and loHiJ^ehurch* 
tnen^ they lifted themfelves of it, where they 
have ever fmce continued. 

It is therefore, upon the foot they now arc> 
that I would apply myfelf to them, and defire 
they would confider the different circumftances 
at prefent, from what they were under when 
they began their defigns againft the church and 
monarchy about feventy years ago. At that junc- 
ture, they made up the body of the party j and 
whofoever joined with them from principles of re- 
venge, difcontent, ambition, or love of change, 
were all forced to fhelter under their denomina- 
tion ; united heartily in the pretences of a fur- 
ther and purer reformation in religion, and of 
advancing the great work (as the cant was 
then) that God was about to do in thefe nations; 
received the fyftems of dodlrine and difcipline 
prefcribed by the Scots, and readily took the co- 
tenant; fo that there appeared no divifion a- 
mong them, till after the common enemy was 
fubdued. 

But now their cafe is quite otherwife j and I 
can hardly think it worth being of a /flrr/jr, upon 
the terms they have been received of late years. 
For fuppofe the whole faElion fhould at length 
fucceed in their defign of deftroying the church ; 
are they fo weak to imagine, that the new-mo- 
modelling of religion would be put into their 
hands ? Would their brethren, the hw-churchtnen 
zn^ free-thinkers^ fubmit to their dlfctpHney their 
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fynods^ or their clajfes ; and divide the lands of 
biihops, or deans and chapters, among them ? 
How can they help obferving, that their allies, 
inftead of pretending more fandity than other 
men, are fome of them for levelling all religion ; 
and the reft for abolifliing it ? Is it not manifeft 
that they have been treated by their confederates 
exa£lly after the fame manner as they were by 
K. James II. made inftruments to ruin the 
church ; not for their own fakes, but under a 
pretended projeft of univerfal freedom in opinion 
to advance the dark defigns of thofe who employ 
them ? For, excepting the antimonarchical prtU" 
€ipUy and a few falfe notions about liberty^ I fee 
but little agreement betwixt them 5 and even in 
thefe, I believe it would be impoflible to con- 
trive a frame of government that would pleafe 
them all, if they had it now in their power to 
try. But however, to be fure, the Prejbyterian 
inftitution would never obtain. For fuppofe they 
fliould, in imitation of their predeceflbrs, pro- 
pofe to have no king but our Saviour Christ ; 
the whole clan oi free-thinkers would immediately 
objedb, and refufe his authority. Neither would 
their hw^hurch brethren ufe them better, as well 
knowing what enemies they are to that do£Vrine 
of unlimited toleration, where-ever they are fuf- 
fered to prefide. So that upon the whole I do 
not fee, as their prefent circumftances ftand, 
where the Dijfenters can find better quarters than 
from the church of England. 
Bcfides, I leave it to their confideration, whe- 
ther. 
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Ihcr, with all their zeal agaihft the churchy they 
ought not to Ihew a little decency ; and how fat 
it confifts with their reputation tb a£l in concert 
with fuch confederates. It was reckotied a very 
infamous proceeding in the prefent Moft Gbri- 
ftian Krng *, to alCfl the Turk againft the Im* 
peror : P61icy and reafons of ilate wiete not a!** 
Sowed fuficient excufeft for taking part with an 
injldei againft a believer. It is one of the Dijfen-^ 
ters quarrels againft the church, that fhe is not 
enough reformed from Popery ; yet they boldly 
entered into a league with Papijlsy and a Popijk 
prince^ to deftroy her, They profcfs much fane* 
titVf and objedl: aga^^nft the wicked lives of feme 
of our members ; yet they have been long^ and 
ftill continue, in ftridX combination with Liher-^ 
tims and Atheifts^ to contrive our ruin. What if 
the Jews fliouid multiply, and become a formi- 
dable party among us? Would the Diffenttts 
join in alliance with them likewife, becaufe they 
agree already in fome general principles^ and be- 
taufe the Jews are allowed to be TLjiiff-necked and 
rebellious people ? 

It is the part of wife men to conceal their paf- 
fions, when they are not in circumftancee of ex- 
trting them to purpofe : ^Hie arts of getting pow- 
er, and preferving indulgence, are very different* 
For the former, the reafonable hopes of the Dif- 
/enters feem to be at an end ; their comrades, the 
Whigs and Free-thinkers ^ are juft in a condition 
proper to be forfaken j and the patliaifient, as 

well 
• Lewis XIV. King of France. 
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well ~si$ the body of the people, will be deluded 
no longer. Befides, it fometimes happens for a 
cauf^ to be exhauded and worn out, as that of 
the Whigs in general feems at prefent to be : The 
natioa had felt enough of it. It is as vain to 
hope reftoring that decayed intereft^ as for a man 
of fixty to talk of entering on a new fcene of life, 
that is only proper for youth and vigour. N«w 
circumftances and new men niuft arife, as weil 
as new occafions, which are not like to happen 
in our time. So tljat the Di£enters have no game 
left at prefent, but to fecure their indulgence :. In 
order to which, I will be fo bold to oiler them 
fome advice. 

Fir/ff That until fome late proceedings are a lxt-» 
tie forgot, they would take care not to provoke, by 
any violence of tongue or pen, fo great a majo<* 
rity as there is now againft them ; nor keep up any 
longer that combination with their broken allies ) 
but difperfe Uiemfelves, and lie dormant againft 
fome better opportunity. I have fhewn they could 
have got no advantage, if the late party had pre* 
vailed ; and they will certainly lofe none by it» 
fall, unlefs through their own fault. They pre* 
tend a mighty veneration for the Queen 5 let 
them give proof of it by quitting the ruined inte* 
reft of thofe who have ufcd her fo ill, and by a 
due refpe£t to the perfons fhe is pleafed to truft 
at prefent with her affairs. When they can no 
longer hope to govern, *when ftruggling can do 
them no good, and may poffibly hurt them j what 
is left, but to be filent and paiSve ? 

Secondly, 
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Secondly^ Although there be no law (bcfidei 
that of God Almighty) againft occafional conformi" 
ty^ it would be prudence in the DiJfenUrs to ufc 
it as tenderly as they can : For befides the infa- 
mous hypocrify of the thing itfelf, too frequent 
pra£lice would perhaps make a remedy neceiTary. 
And after all they have faid to juffify themfelvc! 
in this pointy it {\ill continues hard to conceive, 
how thofe confciences can pretend to be fcru- 
pulous, upon which an employment hath more 
power than the love of unity. 

In the lajl place, I am humbly of opinion, that 
the Dljfenters woiild do well to drop that kjfm 
they have learned from their direftors, ot afFeft- 
ing to be under horrible apprehenfions that the 
Tories are in the intereft of the Pretender^ and 
would be ready to embrace the firft opportunity 
of inviting him over. It is with the worft grace 
in the world that they offer to join in the cry up- 
on this article : As if thofe who ahne flood in 
the gap againft all the encroachments of Popery 
and arbitrary ponvery are not more likely to keep 
out both, than a fet (yi fchifmatics^ who, to gratify 
their ambition and revenge, did, by the meaneft 
compliances, encourage and fpirit up that unfor- 
tunate Prince to fall upon fuch meafures, as muft 
at laft have ended in the ruin of our liberty and 
religion. 

p. S. I wifli thofe who give themfelves the trouble 
to write to the Examiner^ would confider whe- 
ther what they fend be proper for fuch a pa- 
per 
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per to take notice of. I had one letter laft 
week, written, as 1 fuppofe, by a divine, to de- 
fire I would offer fome reafons againft a bill 
now before the parliament for afcertakning the 
iythe of hops ; from which the writer appre- 
hends great damage to the clergy, efpecially 
the poor vicars. If it be as he fays (and he 
feems to argue very reafonably upon it) the 
convocation now fitting, will, no doubt, upon 
due application, reprefent the matter to the 
Houfe of Commons ; and he may expe£l all 
juftice and favour from that great body^ who 
have already appeared fo tender of their rights. 
A gentleman likewife, who hath fent mc 
feveral letters relating to perfonal hardfhips 
he received from fome of the late miniftry, is 
advifed to publiih a narrative of them, they be- 
ing too large, and not proper for this paper. 

N° 37. Thurfday, April 19- 171 1. 

Semper cauft event orum magts movent quam ipfa events, 

r AM glad to obferve, that feveral among the 
L Whigs have begun very much to change 
beir language of late. The ftyle is now, among 
be reafonable part of them, when they meet a 
lan in bufinefs, or a member of parliament ; 
' Well, gentlemen, if you go on as you have 
' hitherto done, we (hall no longer have any pre- 
* tcnce to complain.'* They find, it feems, that 
here have been yet no overtures made to bring 

ia 
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in th^PrHendery nor any preparatory^ ftep towards 
it. They read no enflaving totes, nor bills brought 
>n to endanger the fubjeft. The indulgence to 
fcrupiilous confciences is again confirmed from 
the throne, inviolably preferred, and not the 
Icaft whifpcr offered that may affe£b it. All care 
w taken to fupport the war ; fupplics chearfully 
granted, and funds readily fubfcribed to, in Ipite 
of the little artis made- ufc of to difcredit them. 
The juft refentments of fome, which arc lau- , 
dable in themfelves, and which at another junc- 
ture it might be proper to give way to, have 
been foftened or diverted by the calmnefs of o- 
thcrs. So that, upon the article of prefent ma- 
nagement, I do not fee how any objedtion of 
weight can be well raifed. 

However, our adverfaries ftill alledge, that this 
great fuccefs was wholly unexpeftcd, and" out of 
all probable view: That in public affairs we ought 
lead of all others to judge by events : That the 
attempt of changing a miniftry, during the diffi- 
culties of a long war, was rafh and inconfiderate: 
That if the Queen were difpofed, by her incli- 
nations, or from any perfonal diflike, for fuch a 
change, it might have been done with more 
fafety in a time of peace : That if it had mifcar- 
ried by any of thofe incidents, which in all ap- 
pearance might have intervened, the confequencei- 
would perhaps have ruined the whole confedc* 
racy \, and therefore, however it hath now fuc- 
ceeded, the experiment was too dangerous to try. 

But this is v/hat we can by no means alW 

them. 
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them. Wc never will admit raftinefs or chance 
to have produced all this harmony and order. It 
is viiible to the world, that the feveral fteps to- 
Krards this change were flowly taken, and with 
the utmoft caution. The movers obferved as they 
HTcnt on, how matters would bear ; and advan- 
ced no farther at firft, than fo as they might be 
able to ftop or go back, if circumftances were 
not mature. ^ Things were grown to fuch a 
height, that it was no longer the queftion, whe- 
ther a perfon who aimed at an employment, were 
a Wl/tg or Tory ; much lefs whether he had me- 
rit or proper abilities for what he pretended to : 
He muft owe his preferment only to the favour- 
ites ; and the crown was fo far from mminat'mgj 
that they would not allow it a negative. This 
the Queen was refolved no longer to endure ; 
and began to break into their prefcriptlony by bc- 
ftowing one or two places of confequence with- 
out confulting her ephoriy after they had fixed 
them for others, and concluded as ufaal, that 
all their bufinefs was to fignify their pleafure to 
her Majefty. But although the perfons the Queen 
had chofen were fuch, as no objeftion could 
well be raifed againft upon the fcore of party, 
yet the oligarchy took the alarm ; their fovereigii 
authority was, it feems, called in queftion ; they 
grew into anger and difcontent, as if their un- 
doubted rights were violated. All former obli- 
gations to their fovereign now became cancelled ; 
and they put themfelves upon the foot of people. 
Vol. III. S ' who 
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M'ho are hardly ufcd after the moft eminent fer- 
viccs. 

I believe all men, who know any thing in po- 
litics, will agree, that a prince thus treated by 
thofe he hath moft confided in, and perpetually 
loaded with his favours, ought to extricate him- 
felf as foon as poflible ; and is then only blame- 
able in his choice of time, when he defers one 
minute after it is in his power ; becaufe from the 
monllrous encroachments of exorbitant avarice 
and ambition he c.innot tell how long it may con- 
tinue to be fo. And it will be found upon in- 
quiring into hiftory, that moft of thofe princes, 
who have been ruined by favourites^ have owed 
their misfortune to the negleft of earlier reme- 
dies ; deferring to ftrugglc, unt 
funk. 

The JVhigs arc every day c 
vernable rage, the haughty pri 
covetoufnefs of a certain perfoh 
their fall \ and arc apt to tell th 
enefingle removal might have fc 
But the interefts of thTitJi/jg/e 
upon experience fo complicates 
the reft by love^ by aioe, by ma 
that they would rather confc 
earth, than difl'olve fuch an un 

1 have always heard and ui 
king of England, poflelTed of h: 
at. the head of a free parliamer 
greement with a great majority 
figure in the world that fuch a 
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) do ; and purfued the real intereft of himfelf 
id his kingdom. Will they allow her Majefty 
) be in thofe circura (lances at prefent ? And was 
not plain by the addrcfles fent froni all parts 
f the ifland, and by the vifible difpofition of 
le people, that fuch a parliament would un- 
oubtedly be chofen ? And fo it proved, without 
be court's ufing any arts to influence eleftions. 
What people then are thcfe in a comer, to 
irhom theconftitution muft truckle ? If the whole 
lation's credit cannot fupply funds for the war, 
nthout humble applications from the entire le- 
cture to a few retailers of money, it is high 
ime we fliould fue for a peace. What new ma- 
rims are thefe, which neither we nor our fore- 
' 'Sers ever heard of before, and which no wife 
:itution would ever allow ? Muft our laws 
m henceforward pafs the Bank and Eaft- India 
Jiripariy, or have their royal ajfent before they 

in force ? 

^*ro hear fome of thofe worthy reafoners talking 

^Credjty that (he is fo nice, fo fqueamifh, fo 

5*iricious, you would think they were defcribing 

tady troubled with vapours, or the cholic, to 

k removed only by a courfe ofjleel^ or /wallowing 

^uUet. By the narrownefs of their thoughts, 

' would imagine they conceived the world to 

10 wider than Exchange-alley. It is probable 

may have fuch a fickly dame among them ; 

\R it is well if (he hath no worfe difeafes, con- 

Rring what hands (he paiTes through. But the 

bf/fi/ifl/ Credit is of another completion ; of 

S 2 found 
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found health, and an even temper , her life and 
cxiflence being a quintefTence drawn from the 
vitals of the whole kingdom : And we find thefe 
fnotiey^poHticians^ after all their noife, to be of 
the fame opinion by the court they paid her, when 
fhe lately appeared to them in the form of a loU 
tery. 

As to that mighty error in politics they charge 
upon the Queen, for changing her miniftry in 
the height of a war, I fuppofe it is only looked 
upon as an error under a WhiggiJI^ adminijiration : 
«therwife the late King had much to anfwer for, 
who did it pretty frequently. And it is well 
tnown, that the late miniftry, oi famous memory^ 
was brought in during the prefent war ; only 
with this circumftance, that two or three of the 
chief did firft change their own principles, and 
then took in fuitable companions. 

But however, I fee no reafon why the Tories 
ihould not value their wifdomby events, as well 
as the Whigs, Nothing was ever thought a 
«nore precipitate, rafli counfel than that of al- 
iering the coin at the jundlure it was done j yet 
the prudence of the undertaking was fufficiently 
juftified by the fuccefs. Perhaps it will be faid, 
that the attempt was necefiary, becaufe the whole 
fpecies of money was fo grievoufly clipped and 
counterfeited: And is not her Majefty's autho- 
rity as facred as her coin ? And hath not that 
been moft fcandaloufly clipped and mangled, and 
often counterfeited too ? 

It is another grievous complaint of the WhigSy 

that 
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that their late friends, and the whole party, are 
treated with abundance of feverity in print, and 
in particular by the Examiner* They think 
it hard, that when they are wholly deprived of 
power, hated by the people, apd out of all hope 
of re-eftablifhing themfelves, their infirmities 
fhould be fo often difplayed in order to render 
them yet more odious to mankind. This is what 
they employ their writers to fet forth in their 
papers of the week ; and it is humourous enough 
to obferve one page taken up in railing at the 
Examiner^ for his inve<ftives againft a difcarded 
miniftry, and the other fide filled with the falfefl: 
and vileft abufes againft thofe who are now in 
the higheft power and credit with their fove- 
reign, and whofe leaft breath would fcatter them 
into filence and obfcurity. However, although 
I have indeed often wondered to fee fo much li- 
centioufnefs taken and connived at, and am fure 
it would not be fuiiered in any other country of 
Chriftendom ; yet I never once invoked the af- 
fiftance of the gaol or pillory^ which, upon the 
leaft provocation, was the ufual ftyle during their 
tyranny. There hath not paflTed a week thefe 
twenty years without fome malicious paper fcat- 
tered in every coffee-houfe by the emifTaries of 
that party, whether it were dcwn or up. I believe 
they will not pretend to obje6l the fame thing 
to us : Nor do I remember any conftant weekly 
paper with refledlions on the late miniftry or 
junto. They have many weak defencelefs parts ; 
they have not been ufed to a regular attack, and 
S 3 therefore 
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therefore it is that they are fo ill able to en- 
dure one, when it comes to be their turn. So 
that they complain more of a few months truths 
from usy than wc did of all their lies and malice, 
for twice as many years. 

I cannot forbear obferving upon this occafion, 
that thofc worthy authors, I am fpeaking of, 
feem to me not fairly to reprefent the iendments 
of their party ; who, in difputing with us, do ge- 
nerally give up feveral of the late minillry, and 
freely own many of their failings. They confefs 
the monftrous debt upon the navy to have been 
caufedby mod fcandalous mifmanagement ; they 
allow the infolence of fomej and the avarice of (h 
ikerSf to have been infupportable : But thefe gen- 
tlemen are moft liberal of their praifes to thofc 
perfons, and upon thofjp very articles, wherje their 
•wifeO: friends give up the point. They gravely 
tell us, that fuch a one was the moft faithful fcr- 
vant that ever any prince hadj another^ the moft 
dutiful ; a thirdy the moft generous; zfhurth^ of 
the greateft integrity : So that I look upon thefe 
champions rather as retained by a cabal^ than a 
party : which I defire the reafonable men among 
them would pleafe to confider. 

Is;° 38. Thurfday, April 26. 1711. 

Iftdfjnum eft in ea dvftatf, qu£ legihus continetttr, dffiedt " 

Have been often confidering how it conies 
to pafs, that the dexterity of mankind in evil 

Oiould 
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fhould always out-grow not only the prudence 
and caution of private perfons, but the continuad 
expedients of the wifeft laws contrived to prevent 
it. I cannot imagine a knave to poflefs a greater 
fhare of natural wit or genius than an honeft 
man. I have known very notable fharpeis at 
play, who, upon all occafions, were as great 
dunces as human fhape can well allow ; and, i 
believe, the fame might be obferved among the 
other knots of thieves and pick-pockets about 
this town. The propofition however is certain- 
ly true, and to be confirmed by an hundred in- 
ftances. A fcrivener, an attorney, a ftock-job- 
hcYj and many other retailers of frauds fhould not 
only be able to over-reach others much wifer 
than themfelves, but find out new inventions to 
elude the force of any law made again ft them. I 
fuppofe the reafon of this may be, that as the ag- 
greflbr is faid to have generally the advantage of 
the defender; fo the makers of the law, which is 
to defend our rights, have ufually not fo much 
induftry or vigour as thofe whofe intereft lead* 
them to attack it. Befides, it rarely happens that 
men are rewarded by the public for their juftice 
and virtue ; neither do thofe who a6^ upon fuch 
principles, expert any recompence until the next 
vrorld : Whereas fraud, where it fucceeds, gives 
prefent pay ; and this is allowed the greateft 
fpur imaginable both to labour and invention. 
When a law is made to ftop fome growing evil, 
the wits of thofe whofe intereft it is to break 
it with fecrecy or impunity, are immediately at 

work 5 



2ia The EXAMINER. N°38. 

work J and even among thofe who pretend to 
'fairer charaQcrs, many would gladly find mean* 
to avoid what they would not be thought to vio- 
late. They dcfire to reap the advantage if pof- 
fiblc without the fliame, or at leall without the 
danger. This art is what I take the dextrous 
race of men, fprung up foon after the Rievolu- 
tion, to have ftudied with greater application 
ever fince, and fro have arrived at great perfec- 
tion in. Accordiug to the doftrine of fome Ho- 
rn ilh cafuills, they have found out quam prope ad 
peccatumjine pec cat o pojjint accede re : they can tell 
how to go within an inch of an impeachment, 
and yet come back untouched. They know what 
degree of corruption will juft forfeit an employ- 
ment, and whether the bribe you receive be fuf- 
ficient to fct you right, and put fomething in your 
pocket be fides ; how much, to a penny, you may 
fafely cheat the Queen, whether forty, fifty, or 
fixty ^^r cent, according to the flation you are in, 
and the difpofitions of the perfons in office below 
and above you. They have computed the price 
you may fecurely take to give for a place, or 
what part of the falary you ought to referve : 
They can difcreetlydiftribute five hundred pounds 
in a fmall borough, without any danger from the 
ftatutes againil bribing eledtions. They can ma- 
nage a bargain for an office by a third, fourth, 
or fifth hand ; fo that you ffiall not know whom 
to accufe : They can win a thoufand guineas at 
-play in fpite of the dice, and fend away the lo- 
fer fatisfied. They can pafs the moll exorbitant 

accounts, 
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accounts, over-pay the creditor with half his dc^ 
jnands, and dnk the reft. 

It would be endlcfs to relate, or rather indeed 
impoflible to difcover the feveral arts, which cu- 
"rious men have found out to enrich themfelves 
by defrauding the public in defiance of the law. 
The military men, both by fea and land, have 
equally cultivated this mod ufeful fcience : Nei- 
ther hath it been altogether neglefted by the o- 
ther fex ; of which, on the contrary, I could 
produce an indance, that would make ours bluih 
to be fo far outdone. 

Befides, to confefs the truth, our laws them- 
felves are extremely defedlivc in many articles, 
which I take to be one ill effedl of our bed pof- 
feflion, liberty. Some years ago the ambafl'ador 
of a great prince * was arretted, and outrages 
committed on his perfon in our ftreets, without 
any poffibility of redrefs from Weftminller-hall, 
or the prerogatives of the fovereign ; and the 
legiflature was forced to provide a remedy a^ 
gainfl the like evils in time to come. A com- 
miflioner of the damped paper was lately difco- 
vered to have notorioufly cheated the public of 
great fums for many years, by counterfeiting the 
ftamps, which the law hath made capital : but 
the aggravation of his crime proved to be the 
eaufe that faved his life; and that additional 
heightening circum dance of betraying his truft 
was found to be a legal defence. I am afl'ured, 
that the notorious cheat of the brewers at Portf- 

mouthy 

• Peter tlie Great, Car of MofcoTy; 
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mouth, deteded about two months ago in par- 
liament, cannot^ by any law now in force, be 
puniihed in any degree equal to the guilt and in- 
famy of iu Nay, what is almoil incredible, 
had Guifcard * furvived his deteftable attempt 
-upon Mr Harley's peribn, all the inflaming cir- 
cumftances of the fadt would not have fufficed, 
in the opinion of many lawyers, to have pu- 
niihed him with death ; and the public muft have 
lain under this dilemma^ eirher to condemn him 
by a law ex poji faSlOy (which would have been of 
dangerous confequence, and from an ignomi- 
nious precedent), or undergo the mortification 
to fee the greatcft villain upon earth efcape un- 
puniflied, to the infinite triumph and delight of 
Popery zndfaSIion. But even this is not to be 
wondered at, when we confider, that of all the 
infolences offered to the Queen fince the a£t of 
indemnity (at lead that ever came to my ears) 
I can hardly inftance above two or three, which 
by the letter of the law could amount to high- 
treafon. 

From thefe defefts in our laws, and the want 
of fome difcretionary power, fafely lodged, to 
exert upon emergencies, as well as from the 
great acquirements of able men to elude the pe- 
nalties of thofe laws^they break, it is no won- 
der that the injuries done to the public are fo 
feldom redrefled. But befides, no individual 
fuffers by any wrong he doth to the common- 
wealth, in proportion to the advantage he gains 

' by 

• Ho died of tbc wounds he received. Ha-wkef, 
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by doing it. There areNfeven or eight millionsy 
'who contribute to the lofs, while the whole gain 
is funk among a few. 1 he damage fuffered by 
the public is not fo immediately or heavily felt 
"by particular perfons ; and the zeal of profecu- 
tions is apt to drop and be lofl among numbers. 

But imagine a fet of politicians for many years 
at the head of affairs^ the game vifibly their own^ 
and by confequence ading with great fecurity; 
may not thefe be fometimes tempted to forget 
their caution by length of time, by excefs of 
avarice and ambition, by the infolence or vio- 
lence of their nature, or perhaps by a mere con- 
tempt for their adverfaries ? May not fuch mo- 
tives as thefe put them often upon aftions di- 
rcftly againft the law, fuch as no evafions can 
be found for, and Svhich will lay them fully open 
to the vengeance of a prevail mg intereft, when- 
ever they are out of power ? It is anfwered in 
the aflSrmative. And here we cannot refufe the 
late miniftry their due praifes j who forefeeing a 
ftorm, provided for their own fafety by two ad- 
mirable expedients, by which, with great pru- 
dence, they have efcaped the punifhments due 
to pernicious counfels and corrupt management. 
The firft was to procure, under pretences hardly 
fpecious, a general a£l of indemnity, which cuts 
off all impeachments- The fecond was yet more 
refined : Suppofe, for inftance, a counfel is to 
be purfued, which is necefiary to carry on the 
dangerous defigns of a prevailing party, to pre- 
ferve them in power, to gratify the unmeafu- 

rable 
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rable appetite of a few leaders civil and miiitary, 
siltbough by hazar$ling the ruin of the whole na- 
tion i this counfel, defperate in itfclf, unprece- 
dented in its nature, they procure a majority td 
form into an addrefs, which makes it look like 
the fenfe of the nation. Undct that flielter they 
carry on the work, and lie fecure againft aft^r- 
reckonings. 

I muft be fo free to tell my meaning in this} 
that, among other things, I underftand it of the 
addrefs made to the Queen about three years a- 
go, to dcfire that her Majefty would not confent 
to a peace, without the entire reftitution of 
Spain. A proceeding which, to people abroad, 
muft look like the higheft ftrain of temerity, fol- 
ly, and gafconade. But we at home, who allow 
the promoters of that advice to be no foole, can 
eafily comprehend the depth and myftery of it* 
They were aflurcd by this means to pin down 
the war upon us ; confequcntly to incrcafe their 
own power and wealth, and multiply difficulties 
on the Queen and kingdom, until they had fixed 
their party too firmly to be fhaken, whenever 
they (hould find ^themfelves difpofed to reverfe 
their addrefs, and give us leave to wi(h for a 
peace. 

If any man entertains a more favourable opi- 
nion of this monftrous ftep in politics, I would 
alk him, what we muft do, in cafe we find it im- 
poflible to recover Spain ? Thofe among the 
Whigs who believe a God, will confefs that the 
events of war lie in his hands \ and the reft of 

them, 
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ihcm, who acknowledge no fuch power, will al- 
low, that fortune hath too great a (hare in the 
good or ill fucceis of military aflions to let a 
wife man reafon upon them, as if they were en- 
tirely in his power. If Providence Ihall think fit 
to refufe fuccefs to our arms, with how ill a 
grace, with what (hame and confufion, fhall wc 
be obliged to recant that precipitate addrefs, un- 
lefs the world will be fo charitable to confider, 
that parliaments among us di^er as much as 
princes; and that by the fatal conjunftion of 
many unhappy circumftances, it is very pofliblc 
for our iiland to be rcprefented fometimes by 
thofe who have the leall pretenfions. So little 
truth or juftice there is in what fome pretend to 
advance, that the a£lions of former fenates ought 
always to be treated with refpedl: by the latter ; 
that thofe aflemblies are all equally venerable, 
arid no one to be preferred before another : J3y 
which argument, the parliament that began the 
rebellion againft K. Charles I. voted his trial, and 
appointed his murderers, ought to be remember- 
ed with refpefl. 

But to return from this digreffion ; it is very 
plain, that, confidering the defeftivenefs of our 
laws, the variety of cafes, the weaknefs of the 
prerogative, the power, or the cunning of ill-de- 
figning men, it is poflible that many great abufcs 
may be vifibly committed, which cannot be le- 
gally punifhed j efpecially if wevadd to this, that 
fome inquiries might probably involve thofe 
whom, upon other accounts, it is not thought 

Vol. IIL T convenient 
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convenient to difturb. Therefore it is very falfe 
reafoningy efpecially in the management of pu- 
blic affairs, to argue that men are innocent, be- 
caufe the law hath not pronounced them guilty. 

I am apt to think it was to fupply fuch defeds 
as thefe, that fatirc was firft introduced into the 
world ; whereby thofe, whom neither religion, 
nor natural virtue, nor fear of punifhment, were 
able to keep within the bounds of their duty, 
might be with-held by tbe (hame of having their 
crimes expofed to open view in the Iftrongeft co- 
lours, and themfelves rendered odious to man-, 
kind. Perhaps all this may be little regarded by 
fuch hardened and abandoned natures as I have 
to deal with ; but, next to taming or binding a 
favage animal, the beft fervice you can do the 
neighbourhood, is to give them warning cither 
to arm themfelves, or not to come in its way. 

Could I have hoped for any figns of remorfc 
from the leaders of that fa£tion, I fhould very 
gladly have changed my ftyle, and forgot, or paf- 
fed by their million of enormities. But they 
are every day more fond of difcovering their im- 
potent zeal and malice : Witncfs their condufl: 
in the city about a fortnight ago, which had no 
other end imaginable, befides that of perplexing 
our affairs, and endeavouring to make things de- 
fperate, that themfelves may be thought necef- 
fary. While they continue in this frantic mood, 
I fhall not forbear to treat them as they defervc ; 
that is to fay, as the inveterate, irreconcileablc 
enemies to our country and its conflitution. 

N^ 39. 
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N^ 39 • Thurfilay, May 3. 17 11. 

Quis tulerit Gracchos de fed} t: one querent es f 

THERE have been certain topics of reproach 
liberally bellowed for fome years paft by 
the Whigs and Tories upon each other. Wc 
charge the former with a defign of deftroying 
the ejiahlifiid churchy and introducing fanaticijm 
and free-thinling in its ftead. We accufc them 
as enemies to monarchy ; as endeavouring to un- 
dermine the prefent form of government, and to 
build a commonwealth, or fome new fcheme of 
their own, upon its ruins. On the other fide, 
their clamours againft us may be fummed up in 
thofc three formidable words. Popery^ arbitrary 
pcnver^ and the Pretender. Our accufations a- 
gainft them we endeavour to make good by cer- 
tain overt adls ; fuch as their perpetually abufing 
the whole body of the clergy, their declared con- 
tempt for the very order of priefthood, their aver- 
ilon againil Epifcopacy, the public encouragement 
and patronage they gave to Tindal, Toland, and 
other atheiilical writers ; their appearing as pro- 
fefied advocates retained by the Diffenters, excu- 
fing their fepar^tion, and laying the guilt of it 
to be the obftinacy of the church ; their frequent 
endeavours to repeal the tell, and the fetting up 
the indulgence to fcrupulous confciences as a 
point of g'reater importance than the eftabliflied 
worfliip. The regard they bear to our monarchy 
hath appeared by their open ridiculing the »wr- 
T 2 tyrdom 
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tyrdom of K. Charles I. in their CalveVhead 
ClubSj their common difcourfes> and their pam- 
phlets ; their denying the unnatural war raifed 
againft that prince, to have been a rebellion; 
their judifying his murder in the allowed papers 
of the week ; their induftry in publifhing and 
fpreading feditious and republican tradtsj fuch as 
Ludlow's Memoirs, Sidney of Government, and 
many others ; their endlefs lopping of the prero- 
gative, and mincing into nothing her Majefty*! 
titles to the crown. 

What proofs they bring for our endeavouring to 
introduce Pe/>^ry, arbitrary power, znd xht Pretend* 
er^ I cannot readily tell, and would be glad to hear \ 
however thofe important words having, by dex- 
trous management, been found of mighty fervicc 
to the caufe, although applied with little colour 
cither of rcafon or jufticc ; I have been confidcr- 
ing, whether they may not be adapted to more 
proper objefts. 

As to Popery^ which is the firft of thefe ; to 
deal plainly, I can hardly think there is any fet 
of men among us, except the profefibrs of it, 
who have any direft intention to introduce it 
here \ but the queftion is, whether the princi- 
ples and pradtices of us or the Whigiy be moft 
likely to make way for it ? It is allowed on all 
hands, that among the methods concerted at 
Rome, for bringing over England into the bofom 
of the Catholic church, one of the chief was to 
fend Jefuits, and other emiflaries, in lay-habit$j 
who, perfonating trade/men and mechanics^ fhould 

mix 
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mix with the people, and, under the pretence of 
a further and purer reformation^ endeavour to di- 
ridc us into as many fefts as poflible ; which 
would either put us under the neceflTity of return- 
ing to our old errors to preferve peace at home ; 
or by our divifions make way for fome powerful 
neighbour, with the afliftance of the Pope's per- 
miffion and a confecrated banner, to convert and 
enjlave us at once. If this hath been reckoned 
good politics (and it was the bed the Jefuit fchools 
could invent) I appeal to any man, whether the 
Whigif for many years pad, have not been em« 
ployed in the very fame work ? They profefled 
on all occafions, that they knew no reafon why 
any one fyftem of fpeculative opinions (as they 
term the dodrines of the church) fhould be efta- 
blifhed by law, more than another j or why em- 
ployments fhould be confined tothereligionof the 
magiftrate, and that called the church ejfablijbed. 
The grand maxim they laid down was, ^ that no 
man, for the fake of a few notions and ceremonies^ 
under the names of doBrine and difciplincy fhould 
be denied the liberty of ferving his country j as 
if places would go a-begging, unlefs Brownijls^ 
FamiiiJiSf Sweet-Jingers^ ^aierSy Anabaptijls^ and 
Mugg/etonianSy would take them off our hands. 

I have been fometimcs imagining this fcheme 
brought to perfeftion, and how diverting it would 
be to fee half a dozen Sweet-Jingers on the bench in 
their ermines, and two or three ^takers with their 
white ftaves at court. I can only fay, this -pro- 
T3 jca 
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jeft is the very counter-part of the late K. James's 
defign, which he took up as the beft method for 
introducing his otvn religion under the pretext of 
an univerfal liberty of conjcience^ and that no dif- 
ference in religion fhould make any in his favour. 
According] y, to fave appearances, he dealt fome 
employments among Diffenters oi ino^ denomina- 
tions ; and what he did was no doubt in purfu- 
ance of the beft advice he could get at home or a- 
broad ; but the church thought it the moil dan- 
gerous ftep he could take for her deftruftion. It 
is true K. James admitted Papijls among the reft, 
which the Whigs would not: But this is fuffici- 
cntly made up by a material circumftance, where- 
in they feem to have much outdone that prince, 
and to have carried their liberty of conjcience ^^ a 
higher point, having granted it to all the cmfes 
of Free-thinkers (which the nice confcience of a 
Popijb prince would not give hitn leave to do) and 
were therein mightily overfeen ; becaufe it is a- 
greed by the learned, that there is but a very nar- 
row flep from atheifm to the other extreme, fu' 
perjlition. So that upon the whole, whether the 
Whigs had any real defign of bringing in Poper;) 
or no, it is very plain that they took the moft ef- 
fcdual flep towards it; and if the Jefuits had 
been their immediate diredlors, they could not 
have taught them better, or have found aptef 
fcholars. 

Their fecond accufation is, that we CQCOuragc 
and maintain arbitrary power in princes ; and pro-.- 
mote enjlaving do5lrines among the people. This 

they 
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they go about to prove by inftances, producing 
the particular opinions of certain divines in K. 
Charles II's reign, a decree of Oxford Univerfity, 
and fome few writers fince the Revolution, What 
they mean is the principle oi pajftve ohedietice and 
non'reftflance^ which thofe who affirm, did, I be- 
lieve, never intend (hould include arbitrary power. 
However, although I am fenfible that it is not 
reckoned prudent in a difputc to make any con- 
ceflions without the laft neceffity ; yet I do agree, 
that, in my own private opinion, fome writers did 
carry that tenet of pajjive obedience to a height 
which fecmed hardly confident with the liberties 
of a country, whofe laws can neither be enadled 
nor repealed without the confent of the whole 
people; I mean not thofe who affirm it due in 
general, as it certainly is, to the legiflature ; but 
fuch as fix it entirely in the prince's perfon. This 
laft hath, I believe, been done by a very few ; 
but when the Whigs quote authors to prove it 
upon us, they bring in all who mention it as a 
duty in general, without applying it to princes 
abftraftcd from their fenate. 

By thus freely declaring my own fentiments 
^ipajjive obedience^ it will at leaft appear that I 
do not write for a party ; neither do I upon any 
occafion pretend to fpeak their fentiments, but 
my own. The majority of the two Houfes, and 
the prefent miniftry (if thofe be a party) feem to 
me in all their proceedings to purfue the real in- 
tcreft of church and ftate ; and if I fhould hap- 
pen to differ from particular perfons among them, 

in 



are under no neceflity of employing pre 
pens ; they have no dark defigns to prom 
advancing heterodox opinions. 

But, to return ; fuppofe two or three ] 
divines under K. Charles II. did a little ovc 
the doElrine of pajjive obedience to princes ; 
allowance might be given to the memory ( 
unnatural rebellion againft his father, and t' 
mal confequence$ of re/ijlance. It is ph 
the proceedings of the churchmen before 
the Revolution, that this doftrine was ne\ 
figned to introduce arbitrary poiver, 

I look upon the Whigs and Dijfenters to 
aGly of the fame.political faith; let us the 
fee, what fhare each of them had in adv; 
arbitrary power. It is manifefl, that the i^ 
made Cromwell the moft abfolute tyrant in 
ftendom. The i?«w/aboli{lied the Houfe of. 
the Army abolifhed the Rnnipy ^and by this 
oi faints he governed. The Dijfenters took 
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ing army in times of peace ; vhich hath in all 
ages been the firft and great ftep to the ruin of 
liberty. They were befides difcovering every day 
their inclinations to deftroy the rights of the 
churchy and declared their opinion in all com- 
panies againft the bifhops fitting in the Houfe of 
PeerSf which was6xa£tly copying afier their pre- 
AcccffoTS of Jbrty^one. I need not fay, their real 
mtentions were to make the King abfolute ; but 
whatever be the dcfigns of innovating men, they 
ufually end in a tyranny, as we may fee by an 
, hundred examples in Greece, and in the later 
commonwealths of Italy, mentioned by Machi- 
avel. 

In the third place, the Whtgs accufe us of a 
defign to bring in the Pretender : and to give it a 
greater air of probability, they fuppofe the Queen 
to be a party in this defign ; which however is 
no very extraordinary fuppofition in thofe who 
h^e advanced fuch fingular paradoxes concern- 
ing Greg and Guifcard. Upon this article their 
. charge is general, without ever offering to pro- 
duce an inilance. But I verily think and believe 
it will appear no paradox, that, if ever he be 
brought in, the Whigs are his men. For, firft, 
it is an undoubted truth, that, a year or two af- 
ter the Revolution f feveral leadfers of that party 
had their p2Lrdons fent them by the late K. James; 
and bad entered upon meafures to reftore him 
on account of fome difobligations they received 
from K. William. Befides, I would aik, whe- 
ther thofe who are under the greatcft ties of gra- 
titude 



fntice^ born ot the Jate Queen's body 
whether it be true or falfe, is very unf 
advanced, confidcring the weight fuch 
nion muft have with the vulgar, if they i 
roughly believe it. Neither is it at all im 
that the Pretender himfelf puts his ch 
in the friend fhip he expefis from the 
and li^higf^ by his choice to invade the 
when the latter were moil in credit ; ar 
reafon to count upon the former, from 
cious treatment they received from his 
father, and their joyful acceptance of 
further, what could be more confiftent 
Whiggijb notion of a revolution-princi 
to bring in the Pretender? A retook 
ciple^ as their writings and difcourfes ha 
us to define it, is a principle perpetually 
men to revolutions : And this is fuitable 
mous faying of a great W/jig, That the m 
tions the better ; which, how odd a maxin 
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perpetual changes and perpetual revolutions : be- 
lides, the Whigs owe all their wealth to wars 
and revolutions; like the girl at Bartholomew- 
fair, who gets a penny by turning round a hun- 
dred times with fwords in her hands. 
• To conclude ; the Whigs have a natural facul- 
ty of bringing inpretenders, and will therefore pro- 
bably endeavour to bring in the great one at laft. 
How many pretenders to wit, honour, nobility, 
politics, have they brought in thefe laft twenty 
years ? In (hort, they have been fometimes able 
to procure a majority oi pretenders in parliament 5 
and wanted nothing to render the work complete, 
except a Pretender at their head. 

N® 40. Thurfclay, May 10. 17 ii* 

Dos eft magna parentum virtus* 

I Took up a paper * fome days ago in a coffec- 
houfe ; and if the correclnefs of the ftyle, 
and a fuperior fpirit in it, had not immediately 
undeceived me, I fhould have been apt to ima- 
gine I had been reading an Examiner, In this 
paper there were feveral important propofitions 
advanced! For inftance. That " Providence rai- 
^ fed up Mr Harley to be an inftrument of great 
I « good in a very critical j unfture, when it was 
" much wanted." That his " very enemies ac- 
"knowledge his eminent abilities and diftin- 

" guifliing 

• The Speftker^f congratulation of Mr Harley, in the 
naneof the Houfe, on his cfcapc and recovery. Sec the 
text number* Hawkcf, 
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•* guifliing merit, by their unwearied and reftlefe 
** endeavours againft his perfon and reputation f 
that " they have had an inveterate malice againft 
•* both •, that he hath been wonderfully prefer- 
*^ ved from some unparalleled attempts;" with 
more to the fame purpofc. I immediately com- 
puted by rules of arithmetic, that in the laft- 
cited words there was fomething more intended 
than the attempt of Guifcard, which, I think, 
can properly pafs but for one of the some. And 
although I dare not pretend to guefs the author's 
meaning j yet the cxprcflion allows fuch a lati- 
tude, that I would venture to hold a wager, mod 
readers, both JV/jtg and Tory, have agreed with 
me, that this plural number muft in all probabi- 
lity, among other fadls, take in the buiinefs of 
Greg. 

See now the difference of ftyles. Had I been 
to have told my thoughts on this occafion; in- 
ftead of faying how Mr Harley was treated hj 
fome perfons^ znA preferved from fome unparalleled 
attempts^ I (hould with intolerable bluntnefs and 
ill-manners have told a formal ftory of a com- 
mittee fent to a condemned criminal in Newgate 
to bribe him with a pardon, on condition he 
would fwearhigh-treafon againft his mafter^ who 
difcovered his correfpondence and fecured his 
perfon, when a certain grave politician had given 
him warning to make his efcape : And by this 
means I fliould have drawn a whole fwarm of 
hedge-writers to exbauft their catalogue of fcur- 
rilities againft me, as a liar and a flanderer. 

But 
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dth fubmiffion to the author of that forc- 
oned paper, I think he hath carried that 
lion to the utmoft it will bear ^ for after 
s noife, I know of but two attempts againft 
arley, that can really be called unparalleled^ 
i are 'thofe aforefaid of Greg and Guif- 

for as to the reft, I will engage to parallel 

from the ftory of Catiline, and others I 

produce. 

wcver I cannot but obferve, with infinite 
ire, that a great part of what I have char- 
ipon the late prevailing fa£lion, and for 
ling which I have been adorned with fo 

decent epithets, hath been fufficiently con- 
d at feveral times by the refolutions of one 
e other Houfe of parliament, I may there- 
low fay, I hope with good authority, that 

Aath been fonie unparalleled attempts againjt 
Harley ; that the late miniftry were juftly 
ame in fome managements, which occafion- 
e unfortunate battle of Almanza, and the 
>pointment at Thoulon ; that the public 
been grievoufly wronged by moft notorious 
Is during the Whig adminijiration ; that 
; who advifed the bringing in the Palatines 

enemies to the kingdom ; that the late 
igers of the revenue have not duly paflcd 

accounts for a great part of thirty-five mil- 
, and ought not to be trufted in fuch cm- 
nnents any more. Perhaps in a little time, 
y venture to affirm fome other paradoxes of 
kind, and produce the fame vouchers. And 
OL. III. U perhaps 
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perhaps alfo, if it had not been fo bufy a period, 
inilead of one Examiner, the late miniflry might 
have had above four hundred, each of wbofe 
little fingers would be heavier than my loins. It 
makes me think of Neptune's threat to the winds: 

^ios ego^ed moios pr aflat componere JluBus. 

Thus, when the fons of ..^lus had almoil funk 
the fhip with the tempefts they raifed, it was 
peceiTary to fmooth the ocean, and fecure the 
vcffel, inftead of purfuing the offenders. 

But lobferve the general expeftation atprefent, 
inftead of dwelling any longer upon conjectures 
who is to be punifhcd for paft mifcarriages, 
feems bent upon tjie rewards intended to thofe 
who have been fo highly inftrumental in rcfcu- 
ing our conftitution from its late danger. It is 
the obfervation of Tacitus in the life of Agricola, 
that his eminent fervices had raifed a general 
opinion of his being defigned by the Emperor 
for Praetor of Britain : Nullis in hoc fuis fenmni' 
huSy fed quia par videbatur ; and then he adds, 
Non femper err at Fama^ aliquando et eligit. The 
judgment of a wife prince, and the general dif- 
pofition of the people, do often point at the 
fame perfon ; and fometimes the popular wifhes 
do even foretel the reward intended for fome 
fuperior merit. Thus, among feveral dcferving 
perfons, there are two whom the public vogue 
hath in a peculiar manner Gngled out as defiga- 
ed very foon to receive the choiccft marks of the 
jroyal favour. One of them to be placed in a very 

high 
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bigh ftation, alid both to increafe the number of 
)ur nobility *. This, I fay, is the general con- 
e^ure; for I pretend to none, nor will be 
:hargeable if it be not fulfilled ; fince it is enough 
For their honour that the nation thinks them 
ivorthy of the greateft rewards. 

Upon this occafion I cannot but take notice^ 
hat of all the herefies in politics, profufely feat- 
ured by the partizans of the late adminijlration^ 
lonc ever difplcafed me more, or feemed to have 
aore dangerous confequeilces to monarchy^ than 
hat pernicious talent fo much affefted, of dif- 
overing a contempt for birthy family ^ and ancient 
ohility. All the thread-bare topics of poets and 
rators were difplayed to dilbover to us, that 
lerit and virtue were the only nobility ; and that 
be advantages of blood could not make a knave or 
fool either honeft or wife. Mod popular com- 
lotions we read of in the hiftories of Greece 
nd Rome took their rife from unjuft quarrels to 
he nobles : and in the latter, the plebeians en- 
roach ments on the patricians were the firft caufe 
•f their ruin. 

Suppofe there be nothing but opinion in the difi- 
erence of blood, every body knows, that author- 
ity is very much founded on opinion^ But furcty' 
hat difierence is not wholly imaginary. The ad- 
'antages of a liberal education, of chufing the 
left companions to converfe with, not being un- 
Icr the necefRty of pra£lifing little mean trickii 
)]r a fcanty allowance, the enlarging of thought, 
U 2 and 

• Harlcy and St Joha. 
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and acquiring the knowledge of men and things 
by travel, the example of anccftors inciting to 
great and good a£lions ; thefe are ufually feme 
of the opportunities that fall in the way of thofc 
who are born of what we call the better fami- 
lies : and allowing genius to be equal in them 
and the vulgar, the odds are clearly on their fide. 
Nay, we may obferve in fome, who by the ap- 
pearance of merit, or favour of fortune, have 
rifen to great ftations from an obfcure birth, that 
they have ftill retained fome fordid vices of their 
parentage or education^ either infatiahle avarice^ or 
ignominious falfehood and corruption. 

To fay the truth, the great negleft of educa- 
tion in feveral noble families, whofe fons are 
fuffered to pafs the moft improveable feafons of 
their youth in vice and idlenefs, have too much 
leflened their reputation : But even this misfor- 
tune we owe, among all the reft, to that Whtg'^ 
gijb praftice of reviling the univerftties^ under 
the pretence of their inftilling pedantry^ narrow 
principles^ and high-church doEirines. 

I would not be thought to undervalue mtni 
and virtue^ where- ever they are to be found ; but 
will allow them capable of the higeft dignities in 
a ftate, when they are in a very great degree of 
eminence. A pearl holds its value, though it 
be found in a dunghill \ but however, that is not 
the moft probable place to fearch for it. Nayi 
I will go farther, and admit, that a man of qua- 
lity without merit is juft fo much the worfc for 
his quality \ which at once fets his vices in a 

more 
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re public view, and reproach eth him for them* 
t on the other fide, I doubt thofe, who arc 
^ays undervaluing the advantages of birth, and 
sbrating perfonal merit, have principally an 

t* their own, which they ire fully fatisfied 
h, and which no^body will difpute with them 
ut ; whereas they cannot without impudence 
I folly pretend to be nobly born 5 bccaufe this 

fecrct too eafily difcovered : for no man's pa- 
tage is fo nicely inquired into as that of af- 
ling upftarts, efpecially when they affeft ta 
ke it better than it is, as they often do, or be- 
e thcmfelves with infolence. 
3ut whatever may be the opinion of others 
)n this fubje<9:, whofe philofophical fcom for 
d 7m^ families reacheth even to thofe that are 
7/, or perhaps took its rife from a WhiggiJI> 
itempt of the latter ; I am pleafed to find t^ivo^ 
h inftances of extraordinary merit as I have 
ntioned, joined with ancient and honourable 
:h ; ^vhich,^ whether it be of real or imagi- 
y. value, hath been held in veneration by all 
e polite flates both ancient and modern. And 
nuch a foppery as men pretend to think it, 
hing is more obfervable in thofe who rife ta 
at place or wealth from mean originals, than 
ir mighty folicitude to convince the world 
t they are not fo low as is commonly believed. 
sy are glad to find it made out by fome ftrain- 
gcnealogy, that they have a remote alliance 
h better families. Cromwell himfelf was 
afcd with the impudence of a flatterer, who 
U 3 undertook 
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undertook to prore him defcended from a brancfa 
of the royal (lem. I know a citizen who adds 01 
alters a letter in his name with every plumb he 
acquires ; he now wants only the change of a 
Towel * to be allied to a fovereign prince in I- 
taly f ; and that perhaps he may contrive to be 
done by a mijiake of the graver upon his tomlnftone. 
When I am upon this fubjeft of nobility^ I am 
forry for the occafion given me to mention the 
lofs of a perfon^ who was fo great an ornament to 
it, as the late Lord Prefident % \ who began early 
to diftinguifh himfelf in the public fervice^ and 
pafled through the higheft employments of ftatc, 
in the mod diflBcult times^ with great abilities 
and untainted honour. As he was of a good old 
age, his principles of religion and loyalty had re- 
ceived no mixture from late infuftons^ but were 
inftilled into 1bim by his illuftrious father, and 
other noble fpirits, who had expofed their lircs 
and fortunes for the Royal Martyr : 

Pulcherrima proles^ 

Magnanimi heroes nati melioribus annisJ 

His firft great aftion was, like Scipio, to de- 
fend his father when opprefifed by numbers ; and 
his filial piety was not only rewarded with long 
life, but with a fon, who, upon the like occa- 
fion, would h^ve fhewn the fame refolution. No 
man ever prcferved his dignity better when he 
\\'a8 out of power, nor fhewed more affability 
while he was in. To conclude, his charader 

(which 
f Sir H. Furjicfc. f Faracfc. | Earl of Rochcftcr. 
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(which I do not here pretend to draw) is fuch as 
his neareft friends may fafely truft to the molt 
impartial pen ; nor wants the lead of that allow* 
ance which, they fay, is required for thofe who 
are dead. 



N<^ 41. Thurftlay, May 17. 17XU 

— j2«^«« cur difirhigere conetg 
Tutus tA ififcfiis iatronibus? 

INeter let flip an opportunity of endeavour* 
ing to convince the world, that I am not 
partial ; and to confound the idle reproach of 
ny being hired or dire£ted what to write in de-» 
fence of the prefent miniftry, or for deteAing the 
praftices of the former. When I firft undertook 
this paper, I firmly refolved, that if ever I ob- 
fcrved any grofs neglefl:, abufe, or corruption in 
the public management, which might give any 
juft offence to reafonable people ; I would take 
notice of it with that innocent boldnefs which 
becometh an honeft man, and a true lover of his 
country ; at the fame time preferring the refpe£t 
due to perfons fo highly entrufted by fo wife and 
excellent a Queen. I know not how fuch a li- 
berty might have been refented \ but I thank God 
there hath been no occafion given me to exercife 
t ; for I can fafely affirm, that I have with the 
itmoft rigour examined all the aftions of the 
jrefent miniftry, as far as they fall under gene- 
-al cognizance^ without being able to accufe 

them 
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them of one ill or mi (taken ftep. Obferving in- 
deed feme time ago, that feeds of diflention had 
been plentifully fcattered from a certain comer, 
and fearing they began to rife and fpread, I im* 
mediately writ a paper on the fubjedl, which I 
treated with that warmth I thought it required v 
but the prudence of thofe at the helm foon pre- 
vented this growing evil : And at prefent it feems 
likely to have no confcqucnces. 

I have had indeed for fome time a fmall oco 
fion of quarrelling, which I thought too incon- 
fidcrable for a formal fubje£i of complaint, al- 
though I have hinted at it more than once. But 
it is grown at prefent to as great a height, as a 
matter of that nature can poffibly bear ; and 
therefore I conceive it high time that an effec- 
tual flop (liould be put to it. I have been ama- 
zed at the flaming licentioufnefs of fevcral week- 
ly papers, which for fome months paft have been 
chiefly employed in bare-faced fcurrilities againft 
thofe who are in the greateft truft and favour 
with the Queen, with the firft and lafl: letters of 
their names frequently printed, or fome periphro' 
Jls defcribing their ilation, or other innuenios 
contrived too plain to be miftakcn* The confc- 
quence of which is (and it is natural it fhould be 
fo) that their long impunity hath rendered theffl 
ftill more audacious. 

At this time I particularly intend a paper call- 
ed the Medley, whofe indefatigable inceflant rail- 
ings againft me I never thought convenient to 
take notice of, becaufe it would have diverted my 

defigni 
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defign, which I intended to be of public ufe. 
Befides, I never yet obferved that writer, or thofe 
Birriters (for it is every way a Medley) to argue a- 
^ainft any one material point or fa£t that I had 
idvanced, or make one fair quotation. And af- 
:er all, I knew very well how foon the world 
jrows weary of controverfy. It is plain to me, 
:hat three or four hands at leaft have been joined 
it times in that worthy compofition j but the 
DUtlines, as well as the finifliing, feem to have 
been always the work of the fame pen, as it 
is vifible from half a fcore beauties of ftylc 
bafeparable from it. But who thefe tnedlers are, 
or where the judicious leaders have picked them 
up, I (hall never go about to conjedlure : Faftious 
rancour, falfe wit, abandoned fcurrility, impu- 
dent falfehood, and fervile pedantry, having fo 
many fathers, and fo few to own them, that Cu- 
riofity herfelf would not be at the pains to guefs. 
It is the firft time I ever did myfelf the honour 
to mention that admirable paper ; nor could I 
imagine any occafion likely to happen that 
would make it neceflary for me to engage with 
fuch an adverfary. This paper is weekly publifli- 
cd, and, as appears by the number, hath been fo 
forfevcral months; and is, next to the Obferva* 
toTy allowed to be the beft produ6l:ion of the par- 
ty. Laft week my printer brought me that of 
May 7. No 32. where there are two paragraphs 
relating to the fpeaker of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, and to Mr Harley, which, as little as I am 
inclined to engage with fuch an antagonift, I 

cannot 
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cannot let pafs without failing in my duty to the 
public : And if thofe in power will fufFer fuch 
infamous infinuations to pafs with impunitjTi 
they 2lQ: without precedent from any age or coun- 
try in the world. 

I dcfire to open this matter, and leave the 
Whigs thcmfelves to determine upon it. The 
Iloufc of Commons refolved, nemine ccntradicente^ 
that the fpeaker fliould congratulate Mr Harley's 
efcape and recovery in the name of the Houfe, 
upon his firft attendance on their fervicc. This 
is accordingly done \ and the fpeech, together 
with the Chancellor of the Exchequer's, aW 
printed by order of the Houfe. The author of 
the Medley takes this fpeech to talk the very next 
week after it ia pubiiflied •, telling us in the fore* 
faid paper, that the " fpeaker's commending Mr 
•* Harley for being an injirument of great good U 
<« the nation^ was ill-chofen flattery \ becaufe Mr 
•« Harley had brought the nation under great dif- 
•^ ficulties, to fay no more." He fays, " That 
«< when the fpeaker tells Mr Harley," that Provi- 
dence hath wonderfully prejerved him from fome un^ 
paralleled attempts (for that the Medley alludes to) 
** he only revives a falfe and groundlefs calumny 
** upon other men ; which is an inftance of im- 
•^ potent, but inveterate malice that makes him 
** (the fpeaher) (lill appear more vile and con* 
** temptiblc." This is an cxtrafl: from his firft 
paragraph. In the next this writer fays, " That 
*< the fpeaker's praying to Gotl for the continu- 
•< ance of Mr Barley's life, as an invaluable blef- 

fingi 
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^ fing, was a fulfome piece of infincerity, which 
** expofeshim to fhame and derifion; becaufe he 
^ is known to bear ill-will to Mr Harley, to have 
^ an extreme bad opinion of him, and to think 
<< him an obftruftor of* thofe fine meafures he 
** would bring about." 

I now appeal to the Whigs themfelves, whe- 
ther a great minifter of date, in high favour 
with the Queen, and a fpeaker of the Houfe of 
Commons, were ever publicly treated after fo 
extraordinary a manner in the mod licentious 
times ? For this is not a clandeftine libel ilolen 
into the world, but openly printed and fold with 
:he bookfeller's name and place of abode at the 
>ottom. And the junfture is admirable, when 
^4r Harley is generally believed upon the very 
point to be made an Earl, and promoted to the 
moft important ftation of the kingdom ; nay, the 
rery marks of efteem he hath fo lately received 
from the whole reprefentative body of the people, 
are called " ill-chofen flattery, and a fulfome 
" piece of infincerity, expofing the donors to 
•* ftiame and derifion." 

Does this intrepid writer think he hath fufl5- 
ciently difguifed the matter by that dale artifice 
of altering the ftory, and putting it as a fuppofed 
cafe ? Did any man, who ever faw the con- 
gratulatory fpeech, read either of thofe para- 
graphs in the Medley without interpreting them 
juft as 1 have done ? Will the author declare 
upon his great fincerity, that he never had any 
fttch meaning? Is it enough, that a jury at 

Weftminfter- 
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WeJdminfterohall would perhaps not find him 
guilty of defaming the fpeaker' and Mr IJarley 
in that paper ? Which however, I am much in 
doubt of too 'f and mud think the law very de- 
fective, if the reputation of fuch perfons muft 
lie at the mercy of fuch pens. I do not remem- 
ber to have feen any libel, fuppofed to be writ 
with caution and double meaning in order to 
prevent profccution, delivered under fo thin a 
cover, or fo unartificially made up as this, whe- 
ther it were from an apprehenfion of his reader's 
dulnefs, or an effe£l of his own. He hath tran- 
fcribed the very phrafes of the fpeaker, and put 
them in a different charafter, for fear they 
might pafs unobferved, and to prevent all pof- 
fibility of being miftaken. I (hall be pleafed to 
fee him have recourfe to the old evafionj and fajf 
that I who make the application am chargeable 
with the abufe : Let any reader of either party 
be judge. But I cannot forbear aflerting as my 
opinion, that for a miniftry to endure fuch open 
calumny, without calling the author to account, 
is next to deferving it. And this is an omiflion I 
venture to charge upon the prefent miniftry, 
who are too apt to defpife little things, which 
however have not always little confequences. 

When this paper was firft undertaken, one 
defign among others was, to examine fomc of 
thofe writings fo frequently publifhed with an 
evil tendency either to religion or government; 
but I was long diverted by other inquiries, which 
I thought more immediately neceflary : To ani- 
madvert 
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madvcrt upon mens anions, rather than their 
fpeculations } to fliew the neceffity there was of 
changing the miniftry, that our conflitution in 
church and (late might be preferved ; to expofe 
fome dangerous principles and praftices under 
the former adminiflration \ and prove^ by many 
nilances, that thofe who are now at the helm 
ire entirely in the true intereft of prince and 
people. This, I may modeftly hope, hath, in 
bme meafure, been already done, fuflScient to 
infwer the end propofed, which was to inform 
:he ignorant, and thofe at a didance, and to con- 
vince fuch as are engaged in party from no other 
notive than that of confcience. I know not 
Birhether I Ihall have any appeti.te to continue 
:his work much longer ; if I do, perhaps fomc 
rime may be fpent in expofing and overturning 
:he falfe reafonings of thofe who engage their 
[>cns on the other fide, without lofing time in 
irindicating myfelf againft their fcurrilities, much 
lefs in retorting them. Of this fort there is a 
certain humble companion, a French maitre des 
fangues *, who every month publiflieth an extra6t 
trom votes, news-papers, fpeeches, and procla- 
mations, larded with fome infipid remarks of his 
own; which he calls, T^e political Jl ate of Greats 
Britain. This ingenious piece, he tells us him- 
felf, is conftantly tranflated into French, and 
printed in Holland, where the Dutch no doubt 
conceive moil noble fentimerits of us, conveyed 
through fuch a vehicle. It is obfervable in his 
Vol. III. X account 

• One Abel Boyer. 



242 The EXAMINER. NO41. 

account for April, that the vanitf fo predomi- 
nant in many of his nation hath made him more 
concerned for the honour of Guifcardy than the 
fafety of Mr Harley. And for fear we ihould 
think the worfe of his country upon that affaffiiis 
account) he tcUs u» there have been more mnr- 
ders, parricides, and villanies committed in £1^- 
land than any other part of the world. I cannot 
imagine how an illiterate foreigner, who » nei<' 
ther mafter of our language,- or indeed of ccwb- 
mon fenfe ; and who is deroted to a £si£bion, I 
fuppofe for no other reafon, bmt his having more 
Whig cuftomers than Tories^ fliould take it into 
his head to write politic tradis of our afeirs. 
But I prefume, he builds upon the foundation of 
having been called to an account for his info* 
lence in one of bis former monthly produdions: 
Which is a method that feldom fails of giving 
fome vogue to the foolilhcft compofition. If fuch 
•a work mull be' done, I wi(h fome tolerable hand 
would undertake it; and that we would not 
fufFer a little whiffling Frenchman to ncgleft bis 
trade of teaching his language to our children, 
and prefume toinftruft foreigners in our politic& 



N^4> 
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N^ 42. Thurtlay, May 24. 171 1- 

Dcima wajorum immeritus lufS^ 
Romane, dome templa refeceris, 
JEiiefquf Uhepites diorum ;— 

SEVERAL letters have been lately fent me, de- 
firing I would make honourable mention of 
the pious defign of building fifty churches in fe- 
veral parts of London and Wcftminfter, where 
they are moil wanted, occafianed by an addrefs 
of the convocation to the Queen, and recommend- 
ed by her Majefty to the Houfe of Commons; 
who immediately promifed they ivotdd enable her 
to accomplijbfi excellent a defign^ and are now pr4S- 
paring a bill accordingly. I thought to have de- 
ferred any notice of this important affair until 
the end of this fefTion ; at which time I propcfed 
to deliver a particular account of the great and 
iifeful things already performed by this prefent 
parliament. But in compliance to tbofe who 
give themielves the trouble of advifing me \ and 
partly convinced by the reafons they offer, I am 
content to beftow a paper upon a fubjcdl that in- 
deed ib well deferveth it. 

The clergy, and whoever elfe have a true con- 
cern for the conilitution of the church, cannot 
but be highly pleafed with one profpe£}; in this 
»ew fcene of public affairs. They may very well 
^remember the time, when every feffion of parlia- 
ment was like a cloud hanging over their heads % 
and if it happened to pafs without burfting into 
X 2 fome 
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fomc dorm upon the church, we thanked God, 
and thought it an happy efcape until the next 
meeting ; upon which we refumed our fecret 
apprehcnfions, although we were not allowed to 
believe any danger. Things are now altered, 
the parliament takes the necelBties of the church 
into confi deration, receives the propofals of the 
clergy met in convocation, and amidil all the 
exigencies of a long expenjive ivar^ and under the 
prejfure of heavy debts ^ find a fupply for ere£^ing 
fifty edifices for the fervice of God. And it ap- 
pears by the addrefs of the Commons to her Ma- 
jefly upon this occafion (wherein they difcovered 
a true fpirit of religion) that applying the money 
granted to accomplijbfo excellent a defign^ would, in 
their opinion, be the mo ft efFeftual way of carry- 
ing on the war ; that it would (to ufe their own 
words) «* be a means of drawing down bleffings 
** on her Majefty's undertakings, as it adds to the 
•* number of thofe places, where the prayers of 
<* her devout and faithful fubjefts will be daily 
•* oflFered up to God for the profperity of her go- 
** vcrnment at home, and the fuccefs of her arms 
« abroad." 

I am fometimes hoping, that we are not natu- 
rally fo bad a people as we have appeared for 
fome years paft. FaBJony in order to fupport 
itfelf, is generally forced to make ufe of fuch a- 
bominable inftruments, that as long as it prevails^ 
the genius of a nation is overprefled, and cannot 
appear to exert itfelf^ but when that is broken 
and fupprefled, when things return to the old 

courfe, 
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courfe, mankind will naturally fall to aft from 
principles of reafon and religion. The Romans, 
upon a great victory or efcape from public dan- 
ger, frequently built a temple in honour of fomc 
god, to whofe peculiar favour they imputed their 
fuccefs or delivery ; and fometimes the general 
did the like, at his own expenccy to acquit himfelf 
of fome pious vow he had made. How little of 
any thing refembling this hath been done by us 
after all our victories ! And perhaps for that rea- 
fon, among others, they have turned to fo little 
account. But what could we expeft ? We aft- 
ed all along as if we believed nothing of a God, 
or his providence; and therefore it was confid- 
ent to offer up our edifices only to thofe whom 
we looked upon 2^3 givers of all viBory in his (lead. 
I have computed that fifty churches may be 
built, by a medium, at fix thoufand pounds for 
a church, which is fomewhat under the price of 
i^fuhjeEfs palace; yet perhaps the care of above 
two hundred thoufand fouls, with the benefit of 
their prayers for the profperity of their Queen 
and country, may be almcfl put in the balance 
with the domeftic convenience, or even magnifi- 
cence of zxvsf fuhjeEl what foe vcr. 

Sir William Petty, who, under the name of 
Captain Graunt, publifhed fome obfervations up- 
on the bills of mortality about five years after the 
ReJloratioHj tells us the pariflies in London were 
even then fo unequally divided, that fome were 
tv/o hundred times larger than others. Since 
tliat time the incr^iafe of trade, the frequency of 
X 3 parliaments* 
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parliaments, the defirc of living in the aietropo- 
lis, together with that genius for building which 
began after the^Jr/, and hath e?cr fince continue 
edy have'prodigioufly enlarged this town on aU 
(ides, where it was capable of increafe ; and thofe 
tra£ls of land built into ftreets^ have generally 
continued of the fame parifb they belonged to 
while they lay in fields ; fo that the care c^ a« 
bove thirty thoufand fouls hath been fomedmes 
committed to one minifter, whoie church would 
hardly contain the twentieth part of bis flock: 
neither, I think, was any family in thofe pariibes 
obliged to pay above a groat a^year to their fpi* 
ritual pallor. Some few of thofe parifhes have 
been fince dirided, in others were ere£bed cha- 
pels of eafe, where a preacher is maintained by 
general contribution. Such poor fhifts and ex- 
pedients, to the infinite fhame and fcandal of fb 
vaA and flourifliing a city, have been thought 
fufficicnt for the fervice of God and religion, a* 
if they were circumftances wholly indifferent. 

This defeft, among other confequences of it,, 
hath made fchlfm a fort of neceffary evil ; there 
being at leaft three hundred thoufand inhabitants 
in this town whom the churches would not be 
able to contain, if the people were ever fo well 
difpofed : And in a city not overflocked with 
zeal, the only way to preferve any degree of re- 
ligion, is to^ make all attendance upon the duties 
of it as eafy and cheap as poiSble •, whereas, on 
the contrary, in the larger parifhes, the prefs is 
fo great, and the pew-keepers tax fo exorbitant, 

that 
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lat thofe who love to fave trouble and money, 
ther ftay at home, or retire to the contftnticUs. 
beliere there are few examples, in any Chriftian 
^untry, of fo great a negleft of religion j and 
c difieating teachers have made their advantage 
rgely by it, fowng tares among the nuheat while 
tnjle^j being much more expert at procuring 
»ntribiitions, which is a trade they are bred up 
I, than xnen of a liberal education. 
And to fay truth, the way praftifed by federal 
unfiles in and about this town, of maintaining 
eir clergy by voluntary fubfcriptions, is not on- 
an indignity to the chara£l:er, but hath many 
;micious confequences attending it ; fuch a 
ccarious dependence fubjefting a clergyman, 
ho hath not more than ordinary fpirit and refo- 
tion, to many inconveniencies, which are ob- 
ous to imagine ; but this defe£l will no doubt 
I remedied by the wifdom and piety of the pre-* 
nt parliament, and a tax laid upon every houfe 
I a pariihy for the fupport of their paftor. Nei- 
ler indeed can it be conceived, why a houfe 
rhofe purchafe is not reckoned above one-third 
^fs than land of the fame yearly rent, ihould 
ot pay a twentieth part annually (which is half 
tythe) to the fupport of the minifter. One 
hing I could wiih, that in fixing the mainte- 
lance to thefeveral minifters in thefe new intend- 
dparifhes, no determinate fum of money may be 
lamed, which in all perpetuities ought by any 
ncans to be avoided, but rather a tax in propor- 
ion to the rent of each houfe, although it be 

but 
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but a twentieth, or even a thirtieth part. The 
contrary of this, I am told, was done in fcveral 
parities of the city after the^r^, where the in- 
cumbent and his fucceflbrs were to receive for 
ever a certain fum ; for example, one or two 
hundred pounds a-year. But the lawgivers did 
not confider, that what we call|at prefent one 
hundred pounds will not in procefs of time have 
the intrinfic value of twenty ; as twenty pounds 
now are hardly equal to forty (hillings three hun- 
dred years ago. There are a thoufaiid inftances 
of this all over England in referved rents applied 
to hofpitals, in old chiefries, and even among 
the clergy themfelves, in thofe payments which, 
I think, they call a modus. 

As no prince had ever better difpofitions than 
her prefent Majefty for the advancement of true 
religion ; fo there never was any ^ge that pro- 
duced greater occafions to employ them on. It 
is an unfpeakable misfortune, that any defign of 
fo excellent a Queen fhould be checked by the 
necefTities of a long and ruinous war, which the 
folly or corruption of modern politicians have in- 
volved us in, againft all the maxims whereby 
our country flouriflied fo many hundred years; 
clfe her Majefty 's care of religion would certain- 
ly have reached even to her American plantations. 
Thofe noble countries, ftocked by numbers from 
hence, whereof too many are in no very great re- 
putation for faith or morals, will be a perpetual 
reproach to us, until fome better care be taken 
for cultivating Chriftianity among them. If the 

governors 
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governors of thofe fevcral colonics were obliged 
at certain times to tranfmit an exaft reprefenta- 
tion of the ftate of religion in their feveral di- 
[Irifts, and the legiilature here would, in time 
Df leifure, take that affair under their confidera- 
tion, it might be perfefted with little difficulty, 
ind be a great addition to the glories of her Ma- 
jefty's reign. 

But, to wave further fpeculations upon fo re- 
mote a fccne, while we have fubje£ls enough to 
employ them on at home ; it is to be hoped the 
clergy will not flip any proper opportunity of 
improving the pious difpofitions of the Queen and 
kingdom for the advantage of the church ; when 
by the example of times paft, they confider how 
rarely fuch conjeftures are like to happen. What 
if fome method were thought on towards repair- 
ing of churches : For which there is like to Sc 
too frequent occafion ; thofe ancient Gothic 
ftru£):ures throughout this kingdom going every 
year to decay. That expedient of repairing or 
rebuilding them by charitable colleftions fecms, 
in my opinion, not very fuitable either to the dig- 
nity and ufefulnefs of the work, or to the honour 
of our country ; fince it might be fo eafily done, 
with very little charge to the public, in a much 
more decent and honourable manner, while par- 
liaments are fo frequently called. But thefe and 
other regulations niuft be left to a time oi peace, 
which I Ihall humbly prcfume to wi(h may foon 
be our (hare, however ofFcnfive it may be to any, 
either abroad or at home, who arc gainers by the war. 

NO 43. 
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N^ 43. ThurfJay, May 31- 1711. 

Scilicet, ut tojjis curvo dignofcere reCfum. 

HAVING been forced in my papers touCietbe 
cant words of Whig and Torj, which hare 
fo often varied their fignifications for twenty years 
pall 5 I think it neceflary to fay fomething of the 
fe>'eral changes thofe two terms haye undergone 
fince that period ; and then to tell the reader 
what I have always underilood by each of them, 
fince I undertook this work. I reckon that theie 
forts of conceited appellations are ufually invent- 
ed by the vulgar ; who, not troubling themfelvei 
to examine thoroughly the merits of a caufe, are 
confequently the moll violent partifans of wliat 
they efpoufe, and in their quarrels ufually proceed 
to their beloved argument of calling names^ until 
at length they light upon one which is fure to 
ftick : and in time each party grows proud of that 
appellation, which theiradver£ariesat firft intend- 
ed for a reproach. Of this kind were the Prafini 
and Veneti, the Guelfs and Gibelines, Hugonots 
and Papifts, Round-heads and Cavaliers, imh 
many others of ancient and modem date. Among 
us of late there feems to have been a barrejuie£i 
of invention in this point \ tlie words Whig and 
9Vy, although they be not much above thirty 
years old, having been prefied to the fervice of ma» 
ny fucceflions of parties with very different ideas 
faftencd to them. This diftinftion, 1 think, be- 
gan towards the latter part of £U Charles U's reign, 

was 
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rai dropt daring that cf his fucceiTor^ and then 
tTiYcd at the Rivolutkn ; fince which it hath 
•crpetually flourifhed, although applied to very 
i&rent kinds of piincTpks and perfons. In that 
onventiofft of Lords and Commons^ fomc of 
oth Hottfes were for a regiHcj to the Prince of 
lfange» with a re£srratxon of ftyle and title to 
le abfent King, which flioold he made ufe of in 
II public z&% : Others^ when they were brought 
) allow the throne vacant, thought the fuccef- 
on fhould immediately go to the next heir, ac- 
ording to the fundamental laws of the kingdom^ 
I if the laft king were actually dead. And al«- 
noQgh the diflenting Lords (in whoie Houfe the 
bief oppofition was) did at laft yield both thofe 
oints, took the oaths to the new king, and many 
f the new employments \ yet they were looked 
ipon with an evil eye by the warm zealots of 
he other fide ; neither did the court ever hcarti- 
y favour any of them, although fome of them 
ircre of the mod eminent for abilities and vir- 
tue, and ferved that prince, both in his councils 
md his army, with untainted faith. It was ap- 
prehended at the fame time, and perhaps it 
night have been true, that many of the clergy 
woold have been better pleafed with the fcheme 
of a regiticyy or at lead an uninterrupted lineal 
fiicceiSon, for the fake of thofe whofe confcien- 
CC» were tT\x\j fcrupulous ; and they thought there 
were fome circumftances in the cafe of the de- 
prived biihops, that looked a little hard, or at 
Icaft deferved commiferation. 

Thcfc 
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Thefe and other the like reflections, did, as I 
conceive, revive the denominations of Whig and 
Tory. 

Some time after the Revolution, the diftinftion 
of high and low church came in, which was rai- 
fcd by the Diflcnters in order to break the church- 
party by dividing the members into high and low; 
and the opinion raifed, that the high joined with 
the Papyisy inclined the low to fall in with the 
Dypftters. 

And here I (hail take leave to produce fomc 
principles, which, in the feveral periods of the 
late reign, ferved to denote a man of one or the 
other party. To be againfl a {landing army in 
time of peace was all high-church , Tory^ and Tath 
tivy ; to differ from a majority of bifhops was 
the fame. To raife the prerogative above la^xr 
for ferving a turn, was low-church and Whig. The 
opinion of the majority in the Hqufe of Com- 
mons, efpecially of the country party or landed 
intcreft, was High-fly and rank Tory, To exalt 
the king's fupremacy beyond all precedent, was 
lonv'chitrchy ivhiggifh^ and moderate. To make the 
leall doubt of the pretended Prince's being fup- 
pofititious, and a tiler^s fon, was, in their phrafe, 
i/ip and top-gallant ^ 2ir\6. perfeB Jacohitifm. T6 re- 
fume the mod exorbitant grants that were ever 
given to a fet of profligate favourites, and apply 
them to the public, was the very .quintcflenceof 
Toryifm; notwith (landing thofe grants were known 
to be acquired by facrificing the honour and the 
wealth of England. 

In 
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In moft of thefe principles the two parties 
;em to have ihifted opinions, fince their inftitu- 
on under K. Charles 11. and indeed to have 
one very different from what was expefted from 
ach, even at the time of the Revolution. But as 
> that concerning the Pretender, the Whigs have 
3 far renounced it, that they are grown the great 
dvocates for his legitimacy: Which gives me 
he opportunity of vindicating a noble duke, who 
7as accufed of a blunder in the Houfe, when, 
ipon a certain Lord's mentioning the pretended 
^rince^ his Grace told the Lords " he muft be 
« plain with them, and call that perfon not the 
« pretended Prince, but the pretended Impoftor :'* 
SVhich was fo far from a blunder in that polite 
Lord, as his ill-willers give out, that it was only 
I refined way of delivering the avowed fentiments 
-A his whole party. 

But to return : This was the ftate of principles, 
when the Queen came to the crown ; fome time 
after which it pleafed certain great perfonsy who 
had been all their lives in the altitude of Tory 
profeffion, to enter into a treaty with the Whigs ^ 
from whoni they could get better terms than from 
their old friends, who began to be refty, and would 
not'allow monopolies of power and favour, nor 
confent to carry on the war entirely at the cxpence 
of this nation, that they might have penfions from 
abroad; while another people, more immediately 
concerned in the war, traded with the enemy as 
in times of peace; whereas the other party, whofc 
cafe appeared then as defperate, was ready to yield 
Vol. IIL Y to 
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to any comlitions that would bring them into 
play. And I cannot help affirming, that this na- 
tion was made a facrifice to the unreafonable ap- 
petite of power and wealth in a veryfew^ thatfiiall 
be namelefs, who, in every ftep they made, afted 
directly againil what they had always profcffccL 
And if his Royal Highnefs the Prince * had died 
fome years fuoner, (who was a perpetual check 
in their career), it is dreadful to think how far 
they might have proceeded. 

Since that time the bulk of the Whigt appear- 
ed rather to be linked to a certain fet oi perfonsy 
than any fct oi principle ^ fo that if I were to de- 
fine a member of that party, I fhould fay, he was 
one ivho believed in the late minijiry* And there- 
fore whatever I have affirmed of Whigs in any of 
thefe papers, or objected againft them, ought to 
be underftood either of thofe who were partifans 
of the late men in power, and privy to their de- 
figns, or fuch who joined with them from a ha- 
tred to our monarchy and church, as unbelievers 
and Dijfenters of all fizes ; or men in office, who 
had been guilty of much corruption, and dreaded 
a change, which would not only put a ftop to 
further abufes for the future, but might perhaps 
introduce examinations of what was pad; or 
thofe who had been too highly obliged to quit 
their fupporters with any common decency; or 
laflly, the money-tradersy who could never hope 
to make their markets fo well of premiums^ and 

exorbitant 

• Prince George of Denmark. 



No 43- T H E E X A M I N E R. 25J 

exorbitant intereft, and high remittatices, by any- 
other adminiftration. 

Under thefe heads may be reduced the whole 
body of thofe whom I have all along underftood 
for Whigs : For I do not include within this 
number any of thofe who have been mifled by 
ignorance, or feduced by plaufible pretences, to 
think better of that fort of men than they de- 
ferve,and to apprehend mighty dangers from their 
difgrace j becaufe I believe the greateft part of 
fuch well-meaning people are now thoroughly 
converted. 

And indeed it muft be allowed, that the two 
fantaftic names of Whig and Tory have at prefent 
very little relation to thofe opinions, which were 
at firft thought to diilinguiih them. Whoever 
formerly profefled himfelf to approve the Revolu- 
tiorif to be againft the Pretender, to juftify the 
fuccefEon in the hdufc of Hanover, to. think the 
Britifli monarchy not abfolute, but limited by 
laws which the executive power could not dif- 
penfe with, and to allow an indulgence to fcru- 
pulous confciences 5 fuch a man was content td 
be called a Whig. On the other fide, whoever 
aflerted the Queen's hereditary right, that the 
perfons of princes were facred, their lawful au- 
thority not to be refifted on any pretence ; nor 
even their ufurpations, without the moft extreme 
neceffity ; that breaches in the fucceffion were 
fcighly dangerous ; that fchifm was a great evil 
both in itfelf and its cotifequences 5 that the 
niin of the church would probably be attended 
Y 2 with 
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with that of the JIate; that no power (houldbc 
trufteJ with thofc who are not of the eftabliflied 
religion ; fuch a man was ufually called a Tory. 
Now, although the opinions of both thefc arc 
very confident, and I really think are maintained 
at prefent by a great majority of the kingdom; 
yet according as men apprehend the danger great- 
er, either from the Pretender and his party, or 
from the violence and cunning of other enemies 
to the conllitution ; fo their common difcourfes 
and reafonlngs turn cither to the firft or fecond 
fct of thefe opinions I have mentioned, and they 
are confequently llyled cither IVhigs or Tories* 
"Which is as if two brothers apprehended their 
lioufe would be fct upon, but difagreed about the 
place from whence they thought the robbers 
would come, and therefore would go on differ- 
ent fides to defend it ; they muft needs weaken 
and expofe themfelves by fuch 2l fep oration ; and 
fo did we, only our cafe was worfe ; for in or- 
der to keep off a weah remote enemy^ from whom 
we could not fuddenly apprehend any danger, 
we took a nearer and zjironger one into the houje. 
I make no comparifon at all between the two e- 
nemies ; Popery and Jlavery are without doubt 
'the greateft and mod dreadful of any •, but I may 
venture to affirm, that the fears of thefe have not, 
at lead fincc the Revolution^ been fo clofe and 
preffing upon us as that from another faBion ; ex- 
*cepting only one fhort period, when the leaders 
of that very faftion invited the abdicated king 
to return \ of which I have formerly taken notice. 

Having 
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Having thus declared, what fort of perfons I 
ire always meant under the denomination of 
higSf it will be eafy to (hew whom I underftand 
Tories. Such whofe principles in church and 
te are what I have above related ; whofe ac- 
ns are derived from thence, and who have no 
achment to any fet of minijiers^ further than 
they are friends to the conllitution in all its 
-ts ; but will do their utmoft to fave their 
nee and country, ivhoever beat the helm. 
By thefe defcriptions of Whig and Tory, I am 
ifible thofe names are given to feveral perfons 
-y undefervedly \ and that many a man is call- 
by one or the other, who has not the leaft 
e to the blame or praife I have beftowcd oa 
:h of them throughout my papers. 

N®44. Thurfday, June 7. 171 1, 

ina vis eft, magnum nomen, unum ei idemfentUntis fc"- 
natus, 

V Ho EVER calls to mind the clamour and 
the calumny, the artificial fears and 
loufies, the (hameful mifreprefentation of per- 
is and of things, that were raifed and fpread 
the leaders and inftruments of a certain party ^ 
on the change of the laft miniftry and diflblu- 
n of parliament ; if he be a true lover of 
country, mud feel a mighty pleafure, al- 
)ugh mixed with fome indignation, to fee the 
(hes, the conjeftures, the endeavours of an 
ctcrate faction entirely difappointed ; and this 
y 3 important 
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important period wholly fpent in reftoring the 
prerogative of the pHnce, and liberty to the fub- 
je£l; in reforming paft abufes and preventing 
future, fupplying old deficiencies, providing for 
debts, reftoring the clergy to their rights, and 
taking care of the neceflities of the church ; and 
all this unattended with any of thofe misfortunes 
which fome men hoped for, while they pretended 
to fear. 

For my own part, I muft confefs, the difficul- 
ties appeared fo great to me from fuch a noifc 
and fliew of oppofijion, that I thought nothing 
but the abfolute neceflity of affairs could evei 
juftify fo daring an attempt. But a wife and 
good prince, at the head of an able miniftry, and 
of a fenate freely chofen, all united to purfue 
the true intereft of their country, is a power,. a- 
gainft which the little inferior politics of anj 
faftip^ .Yirill be able to make no long refiftance. 
To this: y/e may add one additional ftrengthj 
whiclv-in the opinion of our adverfaries, is the 
grealeft and jufteft of any •, I mean the vox populi^ 
. {o indifputably declarative t)(i the fame fide. 1 
am apt to believe, when thefe difcarded politi- 
cians begin ferioufly to confider all this, the) 
will think it proper to give out, and referve theii 
wifdona for fome more convenient jundlure. 

It is pleafant enough to obferve, that thoff 
who were the chief inftruments of raifmg th( 
noife, who ftarted fears, befpoke dangers, am 
formed ominous prognoftics, in order to fcar< 
the W/;V/, to fpiric the French, and fright ig- 

norani 
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norant people at home, made ufe of thofe very 
opinions themfelves had broached', for arguments 
to prove, that the change of minifters was dan- 
gerous and unfeafonable. But if a houfe be 
Jkuepty the more occafion is there for fuch a work, 
the more dujl it will raife 5 if it be going to ruin^ 
the repairs^ however neceflary, will make a noife^ 
and diflurb the neighbourhood a while. And as to 
the rejoicings madc^ in France, if it be true that 
they had any, upon the news of thefe alterations 
among us ; their joy was grounded upon the 
fame hopes with that of the Whigs^ who comforted 
themfelves that the change of miniftry and par- 
liament would infallibly put us all into confufion, 
increafe our divifions, and deftroy our credit, 
wherein I fuppofe by this time they are equally 
undeceived. 

But this long feffion being in a manner ended, 
which feveral circumftances, and one accident al- 
together * unforefeen, have drawn out beyond 
the ufual time -, it may be fome fmall piece of 
juftice to fo excellent an affembly barely to men- 
tion a few of thofe great things they have done' 
for the fervice of their Queen and country, 
which I fhall take notice of juft as they come to 
my memory. 

The rredit of the nation began mightily to 
fufFer by a difcount upon Exchequer bills, which 
have been generally reckoned the fureft and moft 
facred of all fecurities. The prefent LordTrea- 
furer, then a member of the Houfe of Coni- 
mons, propofed a method, which was immedi- 
ately 
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atcly complied with, of raifing them to a par 
with /prde ; and fo they have ever fince conti- 
nued. 

The Britifh colonies of Nevis and St Chrifto- 
pher's had been miferably plundeied by the 
French, their houfes burned, their plantations 
deflroycd, and many of the inhabitants carried 
away prifoners ; they had often, for fome years 
pad, applied in vain for relief from hence ; un- 
til the prefent parliament, confidering their con- 
dition as a cafe of juftice and mercy, voted them 
one hundred thoufand pounds by way of recom- 
pence in fome manner for their fufFerings. 

Some perfons, whom the voice of the nation 
authorizeth me to call her enemies, taking advan- 
tage of the general naturalization aft, had invi- 
ted over a great number of foreigners of all reli- 
gions, under the name of Palatines, who under- 
ftood no trade or handicraft, yet rather chofe 
to beg than labour 5 who, befides infefting our 
ftreets, bred contagious difeafes, by which we 
loft in natives thrice the number of what we 
gained in foreigners. The Houfe of Commons, 
as a remedy againft this evil, brought in a bill 
for repealing that aft of general naturalization ; 
which, to the furprife of moft people, was re- 
jefted by the Lords. And upon this occafion I 
muft allow myfelf to have been juftly rebuked by 
one of my weekly monitors for pretending, in a 
former paper,^ to hope that law would be repeal- 
ed i wherein the Commons being difappointed, 
took care however to fend many of the Palatines 

away, 
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way, and to reprefent their being invited over 
s a pernicious counfel. 

The qualification hill^ incapacitating all men to 
irvc in parliament^ who have not fome eftate in 
nd either in pofleflion or certain reverfion, is 
jrhaps the greateft fccurity that ever was con- 
ived for preferving the conftitution, which o- 
erwife might in a little time lie wholly at the 
^rcyofthe monied initreH. And fincc much 
e greateft part of the taxes is paid either imme- 
itely from land or from its produftions, it is 
t common juftice, that thofe, who are the pro- 
ietors, fhould appoint what portion of it ought 

go to the fupport of the public ; otherwifc 
; engroflers of money would be apt to lay heavy 
ids on others, which themfelves never touch 
th one of their fingers. 

The public debts were fo prodigioufly increa- 
i by the negligence and corruption of thofe, 
10 had been managers of the revenue, that the 
e minifters, like carelefs men who run out 
sir fortunes, were fo far from any thoughts of 
yment, that they had not the courage to ftate 
compute them. The parliament found, that 
irty-five millions had never been accounted 
:; and that the debt on the navy, wholly un- 
Dvided for, amounted to nine millions. The 
e Chancellor of the Exchequer *, fuitable to 
\ tranfcendent genius for public affairs, propo- 
l a fund to be fecurity for that immenfe debt, 
lich is now confirmed by a law, and is likely 

to 
• Earl of Oxford 
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to prove the greateft reftoration and cftablifli- 
meat of the kingdom's credit. Not content with 
this, the legiflature hath appointed conimiflion- 
ers of accompts, to infpe£l into pad mifmanage- 
mcnts of the public money, and prevent tlicra 
for the future. 

1 have, in a former paper, mentioned the aS 
for buihling fifty new chiircbt:s in London and 1 
"VVcftminPLer, with a fund appropriated for that 
pious and noble work. Bo-t while I am men- 
tioning afts of piety, it would be unjuft to con- 
ceal my Lord High Treafurer's concern for reli- 
gion, which hath extended even to another king- 
dom, his Lordfllip having fome months ago ob- 
tained of her Majefty the firft-fruits and tenths 
to the clergy of Ireland, as he is known to have 
before done to that reverend body here *. 

The a£t for carrying on a trade to the South- 
fea, propofed by the fame great perfon, whofo 
thoughts are perpetually employed, and ever with 
fuccefs, on the good of his country, will, in all 
probability, if duly executed, be of mighty ad- 
vantage to the kingdom, and an everlafting ho- 
nour to the prefent parliament. 

I might go on further, and mention that fea- 
fonable hiw againft excefTive gaming ; the put- 
ting a ft op to that fcandalous fraud of falfe mu- 
fters in the guards ; the diligent and efFedual 
inquiry made by the Commoni into feveral grofs 
abufes. I might produce many inftances of their 
impartial juftice in deciding controverted elec- 
tions 

* See the author's letters to Archblihop Kina;. 
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ions 2^iin& former example^ and great provoca- 
onB to retaliate. I might (hew their chearful 
^adlnefs in granting fuch vaft fupplies \ their 
rcat unanimity, not to be broken by all the arts 
r a malicious and cunning fa£lion ; their un- 
igned duty to the Queen ; and laftly, that re- 
'efentation made to her Majeily from the Houfe 
• Commons, difcovering fuch a fpirit and difpo- 
;ion in that noble aflembly to redrcfs all thofe e- 
Is, which a long mal-adminiftration had brought 
3on us. 

It is probable, that trufting only to my memo- 
' I may have omitted many things of great im- 
)rtance ; neither do 1 pretend further in the 
)mpafs of this paper, than to give the world 
>me general, however imperfe£l, idea how wor- 
lily this great aflembly hath difcharged the truft 
I thofe, who fo freely chofe them ; and what 
'c may reafonably hope and expeft from the 
icty, courage, wifdom, and loyalty of fuch ex- 
sllent patriots, in a time fo fruitful of occafions 
> exert the greateft abilities. 

And now I conceive the main defign I had in 
'riting thefe papers is fully executed. A great 
majority of the nation is at length thoroughly 
Dnvinced, that the Queen proceeded with the 
igheil wifdom in changing her miniflry and par- 
ament ; that under a former adminiflration the 
rcateft abuftsof all hinds were committed, and 
iie mod dangerous attempts againfl the confti- 
ution for fome time intended. The whole king- 
om find the prefcnt perfons in power direftly 

and 
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and openly purfuing the true fervice of their 
Queen and country; and to be fuch, whom 
their mod bitter enemies cannot tax with bribe- 
ry, covetoufnefs, ambitioHi pride, infolence, or 
any pernicious principles in religion or govern- 
ment. 

For my own particular, thofe little barking 
curs, which have fo conftantly purfued me, I 
take to be of no further confequence to what I 
have written, than the fcoffing flaves of old, pla- 
ced behind the chariot to put the general in mind 
of his mortality ; which was but a thing of form, 
and made no flop or dillurbance in the (how. 
However, if thofe perpetual fnarlers againft mc 
had the fame defign, I muft own they have ef-. 
feclually compaflcd it ; Cnce nothing can well 
be more mortifying than to refleft, that I am of 
the fame fpecics with creatures capable of utter- 
ing fo much fcurrility, dulnefs, falfehood, and 
impertinence, to the fcandal and difgrace of hu- 
man nature. 

N°45'. Thurfday, June 14. 1711. 

Melius ntri tangere clamo. 
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■7 HEN a general hath conquered an army, 
^ and reduced a country to obedience, he 
often findeth it neceiTary to fend out fmall bodies, 
in order to take in petty caftles and forts ; and 
beat little ftraggling parties, which are otherwifc 
apt to make head and infeft the neighbourhooA i 

This 
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lis cafe refemblcth mine. I count the main 
dy of the Whigs entirely fubdued ; at leaft, un- 
they appear with new reinforcements, I fhall 
:kon them as fuch ; and therefore do now finJ 
^felf at leifure to examine inferior abufes. The 
(inefs I have left, is to fall on thofe wretches 
10 would ftill be keeping the war on foot, when 
ij have no country to defend, no forces to 
ng into the field, nor any thing remaining, 
t their bar« good-will towTirds Jatllon and ;;/^ 
ef; I mean the prcfcnt fct of writers, whom 
lave fuiFcred, without moleftation, fo long to 
eft the town. If there were not a concurrence 
»m prejudice, party, weak undcrftanding, and 
freprefcntation, I Ihould think them too in- 
ifiderable in themfelves to deferve correftion : 
It as my endeavour hath been to expofe the 
3fs impofitions of thit fallen party y I will give 
:aftc, in the following petition, of the fincerity 
t\it\v fa&ors ; to iU^ftv how little thofc writers 
r the Whigs were guided by confciencc or ho- 
ur, their bufmefs being only to gratify a pri- 
tc intcreft. 

> the Right Honourable the prefent Minijlryy the 
humble Petition of the Party-writers of the late 
Minijiryf 

Humbly (heweth, 
"That your petitioners have fcrved their 
time to the trade of writing pamphlets and luee.k" 
ly papersy in defence of the Whigs, againft the 
Vol. III. Z « church 



266 The EXAMINER. 

«* church of England, and the Chriftian r 
•* and her Majcily's prerogative, and titl 
«* crown : That, fince the late change of 
" niftry, and meeting of this parliame 
«• faid trade is mightily fallen off, and 
" for the faid pamphlets and papers mi 
** than formerly ; and it is feared, to our 
•* prejudice, that the Examiner may difc 
** writing ; whereby fome of your petitior 
•* be brought to utter diftrefs ; for as m 
•* through falfe quotations, noted abfi 
" and other legal abufes, many of your p 
«< ers, to their great comfort and fuppor 
*' enabled to pick up a weekly fubfiftencc 
•* the faid Examiner, 

** That your faid poor petitioners did 

•* offer your honours to write in defence 

" late ^change of mlniflry and parliament, 

•' cheaper than they did for your prede 

** which your honours were pleafed to re 

** Notwithftanding which offer, your p 

*' ers are under daily apprehenfion, th 

** honours will forbid them to follow t 

•* trade any longer , by which your peti 

** to the number of fourfcorfe, with theii 

"and families, will inevitably flarve; 

" been bound to no other calling." 

** Your petitioners defire your Honoi 

** tenderly confider the premifes, an( 

** your faid petitioners to continu 

" trade (thofe who fet them at work 

" ftill willing to employ them, althc 



^^4J. The EXAMINER. 267 

" lower rates) and your faid petitioners will 
" give fecurity to make ufe of the fame (luff, 
" and drefs it in the fame manner, as they 
" always did, and no other. 

" And your petitioners," l^c. 

It is a certain fign, that a man is in the right 
k'hen he raifeth all the fcribblers againft him : I 
ave fometimes had it in my head to write a par- 
icular hiftory of abufes and corruptions. As I 
nd niyfelf at leifurc this fummer, I fhall purfu^ 
iic defign ; where, befides enumerating the grofs 
efeft, not only of duty and refpeci to the moft 
ucious Queen that ever reigned j I propofe to 
lew in every article, how wrong all things were 
lanaged under the late miniftryj how right 
ley are now, and according to the conftitution. 
uch a hiftory would be the befl: means, not on- 
r to expofe the principal aclors ; but the week- 
f hirelings who toil in their defence ; who are 
) notorioufly difmgenuous, fo diftant from mat-» 
It of fa£l, fo fhort of that fpirit and entertain- 
icnt which too often mingle with fuch pens aa 
ip only in falfities 5 that, if I were to rake into 
leir particular abfurdities (an attempt which 
ley are fecured from by their exceffive dulnefs) 
(hould have reafon to look upon my fufferinga 
tde (hort of the merit of th at Roman, who, by 
:aping into a bottomlefs gulph, facrificed his 
fe to preferve his country. 

I have been often wondering how it comes to 

afs, that the late men in power fliould be fo ill 

Z 2 provided 
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provided with writers ; confidering at what full 
leifure the heads and leaders of them are, and I 
hope will ever be i they might certainly have 
made a wifcr and more judicious coUeftion. If, 
as fome imagine, their own hands have dipt in 
ink, and that they thcrafelves have a fhare in 
drefling up the Alediey and Obfervator ; it is a plain 
difcovery, that their fpeculations are as mean and 
low as their practices : For, how can we con- 
ceive that the politenefs and found judgment of 
one, lliould ever defcend to Billingfgate, pe- 
dantry, and nonfcnfe ? or that a fecond, who 
oweth his reputation of wit to his neighbours, 
fliould every day make his court officioufly to a 
certain great minifler, and yet once a-week fo 
clumfily abufe him in his writings ? When I 
confider the fadious fpirit (if any fpirit they 
have) of thefe papers, I can hardly look for the 
author of them in one, who, by what means fo- 
cver better convinced, had once fo much of that 
fort of loyalty as to profcfshimfelf a Nonjuror. 
With humble fubmilFion to worfe judgments, 
I muft determine that the author of the Medlej 
is a dunce out of his element ; pretending to in- 
Vermeddle with raillery and ironyy wherein he 
hath no manner of tafte or underftanding : His 
topic of raillery may be all reduced under tbofe 
two words, QUOTH HE ; which he feldom fail- 
cth, in any one of his papers, to be arch with. 
His irons confifteth of the words, my friend, 
although fometimes relieved with an epithet. 
Doth he think that when he faith my impious 

frietiii 
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frtendj my Jlupid friend^ and the like ; faith it 
in every paper, and often a dozen times in one; 
that this is either wit, humour, or fatire ? If I 
were impious ox Jiupid^ I fhould really hope to be 
his friend, and think he fpoke in earned. Irony 
is not a work for fuch groveling pens, but ex- 
treme difficult, even to the beft ; it is one of the 
mod beautiful ftrokes of rhetoric^ and which afk- 
cth a mafter-hand to carry on and finifh with fuc- 
ccfs : But when a bungler attempteth beyond 
his (kill ; what was at firft mifhapen, with auk- 
ward polifhing, becometh entirely deformed : As 
the falfe beauty of paint upon a lady's face is lefs 
defirable than no beauty at all ; and the pertnefs 
of a {hallow fop, more difagreeable than his fi- 
lence. 

I (hould not have defcended fo mucK below the 
dignity of this paper, as to regard the courfe of 
thefe muddy writers, did not the heads of the 
late faction ftill endeavour to corrupt the minds 
of weak people, who are at a diftance from the 
metropolis, by their diligence and liberality in 
circulating thefe weekly poifons gratis. Great 
numbers are conftantly fent into the country, to 
prepoflcfs the reader againft the Examiner^ for 
no other reafon, but becaufe they would ftlU 
miflead and prevent their being fei right in fact?, 
that they might not fee how well the people did 
to alTift the church and Queen : To this end they 
have been forced to make ufe of grofs fahities, 
whout the lead appearance of truth : But, how- 
cver^ thofe more mcdeft of their party here, may 
Z 3 blufh 
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blufh and wonder at the afTurance of their friends ; 
it fer?es their deHgn in the country, where truth 
arrives late j and fince the mercy of the govern- 
ment, or rather a juft contempt, ftill fuffers thefe 
writers to continue thefe efforts, it is not doubt- 
ed there, but what they deliver is, at leaft, free 
from notorious falfehood. But thofe clouds of 
ignorance will certainly fly before that light, 
which now (liines throughout the nation from 
the reprefcntation offered to her Majefty, by the 
befl Houfe of Commons that ever fat; who 
come the neareft to our happy conftitution, both 
in the freedom of their eledions, and that true 
Englifh fpirit, which have unanimouily carried 
the majority of them through, to the end of this 
memorable fefTions. In which reprefcntation the 
people may be convinced, that five parts in fix 
of what the Examiners have charged on the late 
miniflry and faction are true : which is fo glori- 
ous, fo unanfwerable a juflification of thefe pa- 
pers, that any longer to declaim againfl them, 
will be as vain and infignificant, as it hath al- 
ways been a ridiculous endeavour. 

N^ 46. ThurlUay, June 21. 171 1. 

Fauca tamen fuberunt pr7fc£ •veftigia fraudh* 

I Hope my countrymen will believe, that I 
have a very good occafion to congratulate 
with them upon the Queen's fpeech : All the 
honed part mud be of opinion, that nothing 
c^ er proceeded from the throne more glorious 

for 
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for our rcprcfcntatives in parliament, or more 
gracious and fatisfadtory to the nation. Could 
there, amidft that awful aflembly, be any heart 
untouched at the voice of Tuch a Queen ? Re- 
collecting her piety, the uprightnefs of her life, 
her unwearied prayers and endeavours for the 
profperity of her people ; from whofe interefls 
her's were never divided. 

Her Majeity filled every loyal bread with joy, 
when, with her graceful air, and elegant manner 
of delivery, (he lold her parliament, " The plea- 
« fure {he took to fee the performance of thofc 
« promifes they had made her at the beginning 
" of the feflions ; their complying with her dc- 
" fire to propagate the fervice of God, in the 
** building fo many new churches : enabling her 
<« to carry on the war ; making eiFcftual provi- 
** fion for paying thofe debts, which were almoft 
" grown an infupportable burthen on the pt^blic ; 
«* when our enemies every where flattered them- 
*< felves, that fupplies for the fervice of the cur- 
** rent year could not have been found." 

Could any thing be more grateful to true Bri- 
tifh fpirits, who had done their utmoft towards 
retrieving our diforders, than to be applauded for 
difappointing the enemies of the nation, w all 
refpecls ? Not only by their raifing greater fums 
than ever were granted to any prince, in one fef- 
fion ; but for reftoring public credit^ a blefling fo 
invaluable, and fo much defpaired of by our e- 
nemies, that they concluded it impoflible for the 
jniniftry and parliament to extricate us out of 

thofe 
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thofc amazing difficulties, whereinto we had 
been plunged And truly, if we impartially con- 
fidcr the meafures upon which the late men in 
power proceeded, we (hall find it extremely dif- 
ficult to give any fatisfa<5tory account to rcafon 
or policy, for their notorious depeculations, 
(if my friend the Alediey will give me leave to 
make ufe of that word) ; unlcfs, like fome mo- 
mentary conquerors, they refolved to wafte that 
empire they could not keep. 

I am very well aflured, that the former mini- 
ftry, after a long run of ill hufbandry, were of- 
ten at their wits-end (until things grew riper for 
that change they had projefted) how to prevent, 
from breaking all at once upon the public, that 
report which they knew would ruin their defigns. 
The whole government fubfifted upon prefent 
credit, although vaft fums were annually given 
to fupport the war ; which were fo far from be- 
ing applied this way, that every year we were 
plunged more and more in debt : It is true, 
the parliament voted fubfidies, and the willing 
people chearfully paid them, in hopes, by an ho- 
nourable peace, they fhould quickly fee the end 
of their miferies and taxes: yet the arrear to 
the navy, and other charges, ran on ; the mini- 
Itry put a good face upon a decaying conftitu- 
tion ; they employed all their arts to conceal the 
real diftrefs we were in ; they procured that 
money fliould be lent at five per cent, whilft the 
unhappy creditors were forced to give from 20 
to 40 per cent, difcount, for every farthing they 

received 
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received upon the bills afligned them by the go- 
vernment. This they very well knew was fuch ill 
management, as could not be long concealed j 
they had fcparately and prodigioufly enriched 
themfelves, to preferve their wealth and autho- 
rity; but now they mud invade the conftitution. 
As to their own pofleflionsj an aft of indemnity 
had fecured them, and for the reft, they had 
little more to ri(k, than whether they (hould re- 
main opulent fubjefts, although without any 
ftiare in the power j or become matters, without 
limitation. 

Avarice is ever infatiable ! How then mutt it 
deftroy, when it has the wealth of a nation to 
feed on ? The miferies of the people, the tears 
and groans of poor feamen and their families, 
were not regarded by thefe devourcrs 5 univerfal 
frauds and abufes not only winked at, but en- 
couraged ; trade not dying, but dead : It is 
true, public Credit was ft ill alive, but fubfifted 
only upon ftrong cordials ; in utter ignorance of 
her approaching diffolution. Yet no one ftep 
was made by thefe ftate-phyficians towards pre- 
venting her apparent deceafe j much lefs did they 
take any thought about curing the malady they 
had occaiioned : They were not fo void of reafon 
as to be ignorant of the condition they had redu- 
ced us to ; they did know it, and ftood provided 
of a remedy to fecure themfelves (which a little 
time would perfeft to their wifh) and which all 
good fubjefts muft tremble to think on 5 a reme- 
dy a thoufand times worfe than the difeafe ; 

where. 
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where, inftcad of an indulgent, lawful Queen, 
we muft have referred to a lawlefs junto, and to 
an arbitrary captain-general. 

But now, God be praifed, our fears are dilt' 
pated : The Queen is free, and a£ts entirely ac- 
cording to her own judgment and inclination j 
the parliament acquicfcr:th in whatever {he re- 
quireth : We have proved the happy etTe£ls of 
their mutual confidence ; and, as her Majefty 
tcllcth us from the throne, " She Ihali look up* 
" on any attempt -to Icflen it, as a ftep towards 
** diifolving her government." 

I could make many ufeful reflexions upon 
the prefent happy change of our condition 5 the 
different (late of fecurity to our conftitution, 
wherein this feffion hath left us from the fears 
that pofleffed us upon the ending of the laft}- 
the dread and apprehenfion the majority of the 
kingdom were then in, lead that parliament 
ihould fit any more ; the longings and impati- 
ences of the people, until her Majelly fhall think 
fit that thofe may meet again. 

While the finking credit of the nation hath 
been thus retrieved, by the great abilities and in- 
duftry of the prefent miniftry and parliament ; 
the convocation, no lefs ufefully employed in 
the caufe of piety, have drawn up a " repre- 
** fentation of the prefent flate of religion, with 
** regard to the late exceffive growth of infideli- 
" ty, herefy, and profanenefs, unanimoufly a- 
** greed upon a joint committee of both Houfes 
** of the province of Canterbury j and afterwards 

<^ rejeded 



No4tf- The EXAMINER. 275 

^•rcje£lcd by the Upper-houfe, but pafled in 
'* the Lower.** 

I am forry thefc pious labourers ihould be baf- 
led in their godly endeavours by their own bre- 
hrcn : 1 have formerly, in two Examiners^ touch- 
ed upon the nature of this fynody and their divi- 
lons, together vrith the Queen's letter, and de- 
ire to reconcile all' differences and difputes ; and 
loped to fee the happy effc£ls of her exhortation. 
[Tie inferior clergy have proceeded with a fpirit 
ruly primitive ; their reprefentation is writ with 
uch force of eloquence and argument, as mud 
irarm the coldeft heart. The narrow compafs 
»f this pap^r will not permit me to enumerate all 
he heads : " They trace the deluge of impiety, 
^ from that long and unnatural rebellion, which 

* loofened all the bands of dilcipline and order ; 

* whence hypocrify and enthufiafm begat a dif- 

* regard for the very appearance of religion ; and 
'* ended in a fpirit of downright libcrtiiiifm and 
^* profanenefs : Whence adverfaries arofe, who 
^ openly fcattered the poifon of Arian and Soci^ 
" nian herefies j the Godhead of the Holy Spirit 
" denied ; myfteries exploded, as implying con- 
" traditions, and incapable of becoming ob- 
" jeSs of aflent to reafonable minds, ^c. From 
" thefe wicked principles, wicked practices have 
" followed ; frequency of oaths and impreca- 
" tions ', all manner of excefs and luxury, ga- 
'* ming upon the Lord's day, to'r." Upon which 
I mull beg leave to fubjoin, that a certain late 
jreat minifter (in the good company of Sir James 

of 
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of the Peak, and others of the fame fort) alwayi 
made play his Sunday's entertainment. 

In this reprcfentation we have a melancholy 
profpect of the ftate of our religion : fuch ama- 
zing impieties can be equalled by nothing but by 
thofe cities of old deftroyed by fire from heaven; 
nor can that deluge of profanenefs, which over- 
runs the nation, h^ve any check from the pious 
endeavours of our clergy, whilfl the majority, on 
one part, continue to difagree with the other 
about the manner of putting eflentials in execu- 
tion. Mean time, the caufe of Chriftianity mud 
fuffer, and our convocations flill have the difre- 
putation of doing nothing. The reprejetitaion 
which themfclves have tranfmitted to the Lower- 
houfe, is the fame in very many of the fafls: 
As to the difference of ftyle and fpirit, I conceive 
that doth not relate to the fervice of religion in 
general, any more than when I am excellive cold, 
whether I would chufe to be wanned by a 
quicker or more languid fire. Nor can I wiA- 
out plcafure take notice of one paragraph, where - 
they hope, " That efpecial care will be had of 
«« the education of young people at the univerfi- 
*< ties •, that tutors may teach their pupils the 
" principles of the Chriftian religion, andendea- 
*< vour to make them ferious in it j with a parti- 
<^ cular eye to all fuch who are defigncd for holy 
•^ orders." Where fuch reverend prelates are 
concerned, it were a fort of facrilege to difpute 
their fincerity : After this, dare any perfon ima- 
gine that their doctrine and their intentions can 

difei 
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iiffer j or that fo grave and venerable a body, up- 
on fo folerau an occafion, would deal in irony^ or 
explain their meaning by contraries ? This muft 
doubtlefs convince all fuch, who have hitherto, 
upon a wrong interpretation, prefumcd to fquare 
(pinions by theirs, and have, with loud exclama- 
tions, (hewn their abhorrence of an univerfity-e- 
ducation, as tainting our youth with the princi- 
ples of loyalty to fovereigns ; and an implicit obe- 
dience to the ilavifh do6lrines of the church. 

As this admonition muft fatisfy fuch who fur- 
mifed, that the majority did not approve educa- 
ting children in the univerfity ; fo the unhappy 
(lop that hath been put to the defigncd reprefen^ 
iation^ hath given the enemies of our holy religion 
(too numerous and politic a party to be armed by 
ourfelves againft ourfelves) a feeming occafion 
to deride our divifions : And, as if thofe folemn 
proceedings were all but a jeft, thefe ungodly per- 
Ibnt are not afraid to be merry with the conceit 
lithe Upper-houfe's difTenting from what five 
tf their own members had before, in a committee, 
agreed to in the Lower ; a3 if they were afting 
a religious farce, called, A convocation and no con^ 
"Nation; nor will they believe' our bifliops can 
tave fuch concurrent fears of the growth of /w- 
P'Wy, when they do not proceed in the mean^ 
that (hould put an efFe£lual ftop to it, only for a 
f^rm ; or, to ufe the words of our church-adver- 
(aries, until the laft remaining encroachments be 
ttiade by the Upper-houfe upon the privileges of 
the Lower. 

Vol. IIL A a Thcfc 
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Thcfc reflexions are arrows in the heart of e- 
very honed church-man ; we would recriminate 
in vain, our enemies flatter themfelves we lie too 
open for a defence : We muft therefore be con- 
tent to wait with patience zxiA prayer ^ for a reme- 
dy to thcfe misfortunes^ until the Lord of the har» 
t»f/7, in his good Umt^Jball feparate the tares from 
the wheat. 
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Confohr focies at hnii Udia lelH 
Merit t fcrant placids, 

I Suppose fome wit, and much leifare, have 
made.it a fafhion among ingenious perfons, 
to fend letters, by way of afliftance, to us weekly 
writers. It is eafy to imagine, that I have had 
my (liare of fuch contributions j for which, al- 
though I be very thankful, yet I muft confefs, 
with fome vanity, that my mind is rather bur- 
dened than relieved by thofe intelligences. If I 
take notice of fome, and not of others, I propor- 
tionably difoblige : However, as they fall in my 
way, I promife to do what lieth in my power, 
towards introducing into the world the works of 
thofe anonymous perfons who are fo fond of being 
authors. 

In the firft place, out of his exceeding zeal to 
the caufe, one is alarmed at the induftry of the 
Whigs^ in aiming to ftrengthen their routed part^t 
by a reinforcement from the circumcifed •, as not 
contented with Arians^ Sociniansy Free^thinlerSy 

and 
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nd all fort of Chrijlian feBaries \ befides a coll- 
ide rable number of apojlatesy or, if you pleafe, 
^eferierSf from our own body ; and therefore re- 
ommendeth to me, that fome care may be taken 
o put a ftop to thefe gallimaufry meetings, tbefe 
)rohibited conjun£lions of Jews and Chriftrans ; 
mce, in order to bring thofe infidels within the 
vide circle of Whiggi/b community, neither blan- 
iifhments nor promifes are omitted ; t'he very 
xromen proving acceflbries : As for example, a 
:ertain great Lady^ with fome beauteous auxilia- 
-ies, did not difdain to grace Sir Solomon Medi- 
la's magnificent ball and collation ; nor was the 
pung Dutchefs (although a toaft of the firft rate) 
tn the leaft difgufted at giving her hand to dance 
in partnerfhip with a frowzy Jew. 

Another perfon fendeth me a letter, complain- 
ing of the fmall reputation of the Queen's phy- 
Gcians ; this careful perfon feemeth to belong to 
the church by his exprefiion, where he blames 
Ac late miniftry for imitating Jeroboam, who 
ordained priefts out of the loweft of the people* 
and confining that facred life, the breath of cur 
noftrilSf to the charge and care of fuch men, to 
whofe (lender abilities they would be very far 
from trufting their own. 

The third cometh from a fufferer under the 
late junto ; one, who remaining fully fatisfied of 
his own merit, repines that others have not the 
like valuable eftimation 5 and are not expeditious 
enough in rewarding the faid merit : he there- 
fore recommendeth to me a fubjeft, neceflary to 
A a 2 be 
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be read by all who have prctcnfions, or live in a 
court) called, « The nature of delay, or the 
virtues and advantages of procraftination." 

A fourth perfon is fenfibly piqued, at the 
Medle/s popular refleftion, «< That the Queen's 
•* mod gracious fpeech fhould be printed in Ahefs 
** Poft'boyi with this very jiift concluHon : But 
** we have lived to fee the day wherein every 
•* thing great and illuftrious among men is treat- 
*' ed with an unbecoming familiarity : All or- 
•* ders of men muft expeft to be huddled into 
•* the vile multitude ; and ufed as if they had not 
•* fenfe of glory or infamy.*' My correfpondcnt 
inquireth, what devil owes this writer and his 
party a fliame, to make him talk of a day ? That 
Jcandaloits day ! when iniignificant /fl^« and for- 
ward attcrney^clerks were hoifted above the know- 
ledge of thcmfclves, or their remembrance of 0- 
thers 5 not only perverting to their feveral ufe$ 
the treafure of the nation, but prefuming to gifC 
laws even to their fovereign ; that was, indeed, 
% day which we have all lived to/ee, ivhen allthingSi 
great and illujlrlous among men, were, by arro- 
gant upftarts, treated not only with an unbecoming 
familiarity^ but with treachery and pride ; whefl . 
it might be truly faid, that under fuch petty and 
yet arbitrary difpenfation, all orders of men Hvere 
huddled into the vile multitude^ and ufed as if tiff 
had not fenfe of glory or infamy. 

The fifth letter recounts a fcandalous paflagc 
that happened at the auftion of the late Mr Ber- 
Jiard's library \ and prayeth me to give all befit- 
ting 
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ting difcouragement to fij^ch enormities : It fccm^ 
5th feme gentlemen were talking of a fcarce 
x>ok, which treated of fpirits and apparitions ; 
3ne of them afked Mr Toland, what he thought 
of ghofis f Whether he had any belief of fuch 
things ? He readily anfwered, he was fo far from 
l)clieving^/6£/?/, that he did not believe what men 
call the Holy Ghoji. 

The next (whom I fliall do the favour to fliew 
at length, becaufe he calleth himfelf a Wh'tg^ 
and may poffibly charge me with an unfair quo- 
tation, if I fink any part of what he hath wrote) 
fends me an invitation to come over to his fidcj 
but left this may be thought gafconade^ I had bell 
refer to the original letter. 

"SIR, 

" You have ftood the fhock of the {hallow 
** writers, aided by the ht^Jini/hers of our party, 
** with fo much reputation, andfo much ta their 
^ confufion, that I, who have a value for your 
•^pcrfon and abilities (but an averfion to your 
* caufe) advife you to renounce the Tories ^ and 
** come over to «/. Their bufmefs is done, they 
** have no more occafion for your pen \ you muft 
' ** therefore expeft to be negle£led and forgotten, 
** as your fellow-labourers have been. Whom 
** have they ever rewarded ? They go quite con- 
*' trary to our maxim; none, although ever fo 
** undeforving, have fufFered imprifonment and 
*^ hardihip for us \ but we look on it as our com- 
**mon intereft to protc<i"l and ui>hold them, be- 
A a 3 " caufe 
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«* caufe we have but onty the Tories as many in- 
•« tcrcfts as there are perfons. Bcfides, inwri- 
<« ting for the ftrongeft fide, you have commife- 
« ration againft you : nor need your apoftacy 
<< fear finding its account, for the reafons before 
•< mentioned, and one more very confiderable, 
<« which is, that falfe witneffes are well paid. 
•< The only objection can be made againft this 
** propofal, is, you may think, perhaps, you 
•« have fo far incenfed us by your maiiy difcove- 
*' ries of our arcana^ that you cannot exped to 
«< be received with any degree of warmth or con- 
<< fidence. If this be your opinion, you are a 
<* great ftranger to our principles ; we never re- 
<« fufe to accept an enemy with open arms, when 
<* we can thereby ftrengthen our own, or weaken 
<* our adverfaries party; we are fo far true poli- 
«< ticians, that both our love and hatred always 
*< give way to our intcreft ; but befides, all mull 
*^ know our own blind fide, which was never 
<« proof againfl flattery, how fulfomc or unjuft 
«< foever. How many authors, with no other 
<< merit, flourifhed under the late miniftry! I 
«< would therefore advife you to write a treatifej 
*< which will be very faftiionable and ufeful, cal- 
" led, The art of p^if ting fides y and dedicate it in 
<< thefe, or the like terms." 



ri 
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To all honeft Whig-gentlemen ^ and virtuous Whig- 
ladies f in and about the cities and liberties of Lon^ 
don and Wejlminjler, 

Gentlemen <3«^ Ladies, 

** A man who ventures to publifh bold truths in 
** thefe days of toryifm and arbitrary government, 
" unlefs he hath a powerful intereft to fupport 
*< him, muft expeft to be fcurvily treated by the 
" pcrfecuting part of the world : without very 
** good feconds, he may (hew abundance of zeal, 
" but little difcretion ; like thofe knights of old, 
" who ufed to plunge alone into the midft of 
" armed foes. The only difference between the 
** courage of the hero, and that of the author, 
** fecmeth to lie in the fuccefs : One meeteth 
" with Tyburn, Newgate, or at beft a meflen- 
" ger ; whilft the other gallantly refcueth his 
" miftrefs, or carrieth off the prize. For this 
•* reafon I prefume to apply to you for protec- 
•* tion, and I hope to make my future fcrvices 
*< atone for ray pail offences. You are too con- 
•* fiderable, both in number and power, to fear 
•^ a defeat ; and too zealous of the truth to fuf- 
** fer its champion to be borne down and tram- 
<* pled upon by enemies." 

" Gentlemen^ Your very adverfaries cannot deny 
** but you have more money than they, and con- 
<« fequently mufl give up the fuperiority of wit : 
«* And although they have difputed the point of 
*^ honefly, it appears the balance now lieth en- 
f ' tirely on your fide j witnefs the many unan- 

<< fwerablc 
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fwerable fteps you have taken for the good of 
the nation, the wonders of your late admini- 
ftration, your refpcft and honour for the true 
intercil of your Queen and country, your con- 
cern for the public credit, and your readinefs to 
advance money upon great emergencies, where 
the fafcty of the ftatc eminently required it." 
" Lad'uSf Were your plea to virtue ^nd beauty 
lefs evident, you might (land more in need of 
a champion ; but I never heard any who durft 
prefume to fay, you have more virtue thaa 
beauty, or lefs humility than prudence j you 
Ihine in your zeal for the caufe, and your coar 
defcenGon is fo bright a part of your charader, 
that there are few men, how defpicable foever, 
but what have found the happy efiecl of it/' 

SIR, 

<' By my intimacy and ftation among them, I 
have fo exa£); a knowledge of what will pleafe, 
that I have fent you this rough draught, which ' 
I will undertake to be the univerfal fcnfeof 
our party; only leaving you to model it after , 
fuch a manner as you think bcft. I hope, you 
will not defer your converfion, but conclude 

* this a mark of my kindnefs for you. Pray make 

* your advantage of this advice, and you will very 

* much rejoice, 

SIR, 

Tour affeBionate friend, 
and humhle fervant^^ 

No 48' 
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N'ffue fempfr areum 
Tendit Apollo. 

IT fometimes happens that I am either fick, or 
lazyr, or fplenetic ; and fometimes perhaps, 
like other authors of great reputation, I am dull 
by defign. In fuch unlucid intervals it falleth 
out, that three or four of my papers arc inferior 
to the reft : however, the credit of the former 
keeps them up a while ; and even judicious pea- 
pic arc often prejudiced for a week or two in 
their favour } or perhaps are fo candid to expe<S): 
a better next time. But the majority of readers 
go on with the fame appetite, whether the paper 
be good or bad, until they are taught by their 
betters what their fentiments are to be. It thus 
Careth between me and the Medley^ who, al- 
though he hath been always fo liberal with his e- 
pithets, as if he had them by him ready printed, 
•nd had nothing to do every week but fill up the 
bianks ; yet in one or two of his laft papers he 
bath outdone himfelf, becaufe fome-body hath 
told him that the Examiner is grown dull. I fear 
they have told him truth : And how can it 
be otherwifc, when I am defcended from ani- 
madverting upon the corruptions in the late ad- 
tniniftration, to be an antagonift of his ? I had 
Iiopes of giving fome diverfion to the town and 
myfelf, during this idle feafon of the year, by 
expofing the follies of his produ£Uons ^ but find 
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I have been unhappily infeftcd with the ftupidity 
I dcfign to ridicule. This Medlar is the perfeft 
reverfe of Sir John FaldatFe j he is not only dull 
himfclf, but he is alfo the caufe of dulnefs in 0- 
ther men. However, I think I have found out a 
way to read his papers from henceforward, with- 
out danger to my undcrftanding ; and therefore 
I now give him notice, that I delign to write with 
wit and fpirit for fome time ; which otherwife 
he would hardly apprehend until about a month 
hence. 

He hath injured me in faying, / infult her Ma* 
jejifs phxficians ; I only repeat the words of mf 
corrcfpondent : if the Queen difcard her prcfcnt 
phyficians, he is at a lofs how we (hall find Tories 
to fupply their places ; becaufe^ he affuretb us, 
the Tories are as great quacks in fcience as in poli- 
tics. If the trial of quackery mud be determi- 
ned by (kill in politics, I dare appeal to the Whig 
phyficians thcmfelves, to decide which are the 
quacks, and whether the Tories of the faculty 
have not made much better prognoftics upon the 
body-politic, by chufmg to adhere to the prefent 
miniftry. 

And if refpe£l to the Queen's perfon be the 
queflion, the Medley fure is not well in his wits, 
to revive the memory of that defeft for which 
fome of his party have been famous. Suppofc 
him really ignorant; upon everfo little recollec- 
tion of any of his friends, he may quickly be in- 
formed which fide have the beft pretence that 
way to favour J fince this writer, and I am glad 

to 
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:o find it, can admit reverence and duty to her 
Viajefty are, although late, come to be confi- 
lered as a fort of merit. 

Methinks this perfon, who will be my friend 
jv-hether I will or no, putteth himfelf and me to 
nuch more trouble than he necdcth: If he 
Kirould fairly cavil with me, paper by paper, and 
then have done, there might be fome hopes; 
but without end, I am to be perpetually worried 
and punilhed this month for the fins of the laft ; 
fo that it is not properly this Medley contra that 
Examiner^ but every Medley again/} every Ex^ 
atniner : When he feems this week to fay all that 
his little invention and fpite can fupply, and I 
may fafely conclude he hath exhaufted the fub- 
jeft; he returns, when I lealt dream of him, 
-with ftale malice and double dulnefs, to empty 
that quiver which he hath filled with arrows 
from abroad : But when his mercilefs auxiliaries 
are withdrawn, fome to pleafure, others to de- 
hate how to retrieve, by cabaling, what they loft 
hy ill condudl; or are amufed by fawning at 
court ; or difabled by the diforders of a broken 
conftitution ; this harmlcfs perfon abateth very 
much of the poignancy of his fatire. 

Whilft I was thus reflecting upon this famous 
monitor^ my printer brought me feveral letters, 
but not all of them, wrote by myfelf to the Ex^ 
atniner^ as the fagacious Medley fuggefteth ; with 
his humble advice^ that it would not be amifs to 
print more frequently thofe letters I daily receive : 
His old way of judging of the goodnefs by the 

fale^ 
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Drry it cannot be infcrted here : I find it fo 
lious, that I do not think fit to abridge it : 
gentleman treateth, with a defcription very 
ate, of the art of courts ; or the me^ns by 
h treacherous enemies are to a miracle tranf- 
ed into faithful friends, profcfled admirers, 
mod obfequious flatterers ; with the great 
t how to overcome that fcrupulous modcfty 
h deters fome few from imitating the reft, 
rmbracing with open arms thofe whom here- 
e they would have deftroyed. 

third draweth up a very pathetic reprefen- 
n of the hardfhips inflifted upon a reverend 
le, late chaplain of Mordcn College upon 
k-HeatK, for no other reafon but his being 
oncft T§ryf and truly orthodox : And really 
nanagement feemeth fo unfair, that if, up- 
n exa£b inquiry, I find the fafts to be true $ 

as tReir letting part of the faid college to 
fFec-houfe ; reducing the number of twenty 
yed merchants to twelve, and thofe DifTent- 

although the founder obliged his truftees 
,0 fuch limitation ; afligning twenty pounds 
ar for each perfon, which is alfo reduced to 
vc* pounds />^r amium : If, I fay, thefe fa£ls 
e true, I fliall not fail to take a proper time 
;t them in the bell lights I am able. 
. fifth, with gilt paper, neat wax, and under 
r, dateth his remonftranccs from the draw- 
room ; and in a courtly ftyle, which I am 
polite enough to imitate, fetteth forth the 
Fitude of human things, the change of man- 
OL. Iff. r B b ners 



apo The EXAMINER. N%5. 

ncrs and fafliions ; fcemeth with pleafure, yet 
regret, to call to memory an age, wherein pof- 
fibly himfelf might flourifh, in which the modes 
that now obtain, would not have been endured: 
In (hort, he appcareth extremely {hocked at the 
conduct of two great ladies f who took the liberty 
to behave themfclvcs in the Queen's prefence, 
before a full court, as if they had been at eafe in 
their own ruellesy with none but inferior perfons 
about them. Reverence, diftinftion, decency, 
were made only for little people ; thefe ladies are 
above the punftilio of laws and cuftoms : Their 
own charms, the merit of their anceftors, their 
gratitude, grcatnefs of foul, refpcft and duty to 
their fovereign, may fupport irregularity in their 
poftcrity. 

I hope, the Medley will allow thefc paifagcs 
may have been extracted out of real letters ; fincc 
I could as well have produced them for my own: 
Be that as it will, I am glad he alloweth me to 
keep fo good a corrcfpondence with rayfelf. His 
cenfure, if it be true, amounteth to no more 
than this •, that I am fo far from being obliged 
to others for my matter, as to be forced to father 
my own upon thofe who will pleafe to accept it*, 
wherein I differ as much from him, as one who 
ilealeth money into his neighbour's pocket, doth 
from a rogue who picketh it out. 
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N° 49. Thurltlay, July 19. 17 11. 

Ivarithfiiiem, prcbttdteWf cxtcrafqut horns arte: fuhvirtit^ 
pro Hi fuperhlamf cruJclitatem, d(os ne^lig^rep et omnia 
V€/j.iii\i habere, eJecujt, 

I' Consider myfelf grown a very ufclefs wri- 
ter J but it was no more than I forefaw, 
*hen I firll began with the Medley : I knew my 
paper would infenfibly dwindle into the thing 
himfelf and his party defired ; and my time be 
loft in managing a difpute fruitlefs to the town, 
and infignificant even to ourfelves': He is refolved 
not to be convinced, nor I to be perverted ; he 
hath (till his prompters, and I my readers ; we 
both are where we began ; he will yet continue 
to animiadvert falfely ; and I defign henceforward 
to take no more notice of what he writes^ than 
men are ufed to do by notorious liars ; who, if 
they. ever happen to fpeak truth, muft bring o- 
ther vouchers than themfelves, to gain that be- 
lief which their continued courfe of falfity hath 
juiUy robbed them of from the public. 

I had perhaps clofed my papers with this, and 
took leave until the meeting of the parliament, 
[>leafed to leave affairs in fo quick and promifmg 
I condition, bad I not met with a very fcarce 
nanufcript out of a certain library : I believe the 
iranflation of part of it will not be unacceptable 
:o the town. The author is that famous Italian, 
Giovanni Adollrandi, who made it his particular 
requeft, that his works might never be printed: 
15 b 2 The 
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The manufcript I fpeak of is called, Marcus Ari' 
tofiiuj, wrote in the fame fort of verfe with the 
Rimildo of TaJJbf whofe fenior he was : The paf- 
fagc I would tranflate, is Fulvia's going to the 
houfe of Pride, to implore the fuccour of the 
goddefs towards ruining the virtue of Agrippa, 
the favourite of Auguftus : There are fo many 
parallel incidents in the defcription, that I am 
tempted to believe our famous Spenfer had read 
this poem, when he gave the world his fourth 
canto of the firft book of his Fairy ^een. 

The author introduceth Dolabella telling the 
hiftory of the Triumvirate \ Lepidus's removal, 
Antony's behaviour in the eaft, and Oftavius's 
government at Rome, when he had called A- 
grippa to afliil him in the management of afiairs; 
whofe wifdom and great abilities proved dcftruc- 
tive to the hopes that Antony's friends bad eiv- 
tertained of feeing him fole arbitrator of the em- 
pire. Fulvia, the wife of Antony, is recorded 
by Plutarch to be a bold and enterprifing wo- 
man : Our poet entereth very well into her cha- 
rafter ; where Dolabella relates, that he beheld 
in his journey a (tupendous palace, with abroad 
high-way, made bare by the number of paflcngcrs 
who hourly travelled that way \ few of them e- 
ver returned, but fuch whom poverty had re- 
duced : The avenues were filled with beggars, 
who, although in rags and ruins, retained their 
former air and deportment; when they required 
your charity, it was ftill with a vaunting intro- 
duttion of what they had been. 

Approaching 
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Approaching nearer, I faw, continued he, 
two bufy perfons, gaily habited, entertaining the 
croud that were in the broad road ; thefe were 
Flattery and Folly : The firft made herfelf ac- 
ceptable by excefs of compliance, and perpetual 
praifes ; for fuch was her induflry, that {he left 
not even vice without its applaufe ; endearing to 
the wearers their very defefts : Folly was no lefs 
affiduQus in befpeaking credit of her (iftcr, af- 
furing them, that whatever was fpoke by Flattery 
was indifputable : In this delightful converfa- 
tion, the travellers pafled happily on to the pa^ 
lace, where they were met by Vanity, who with 
much applaufe and ceremony, which they took 
for refpeA, conducted them into the houfe of 
Pride. 

This dazzling unweildy ftrufture was built 
amidlt the tears and groans of a people haraffed 
with a lingering war, to gratify the ambition of 
^fuhjeSi; while the Sovereign's palace lay in afies. 
It was dedicated, from the firft foundation, to 
the goddefs of Pride-, the building exceflive 
c^ly^ but not artful ; the architeEl feemed to 
confider how to be moft profufe, and therefore 
negle£led an advantageous eminence (made pro- 
per by nature) to build one a quarter of a mile 
fhort of it, at the vain expence of fifty millions 
of fefterces. There were to be feen ftately towers^ 
noble porticoes^ ample piazzasy and well-turned 
pillars^ without one handrome room, unlefs you 
will call the kitchen and cellars fuch ; which 
parts of the houfc happen to be of very little or 
B b 3 .no 
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us izh 2 "rsc vprfbmmsm2 fbumser^ 3 sissber of 
cioniccrr, '3»ic bbcc cmimiim t; £ne gardens 
Trrir:*!^ wTTiarr Tfcr wtofe bokfiig mifoi upon 
z Lri'T ?wi7.ifjr7oa ; c^^rr bcc3f& fjoo i coon, 
r'rrr *Li±, rafi^ rarsr tome grsinsef tfcst huge 
fcrrL^r ^IIIt acoii w^h riii* p-oiace was creeled. 

Hir^ t^i-e r:^i*iii* i^pt I^^" coort, within aa ia- 
r«r c^-iirr'xr^ rnto w^h patRrngers were coli- 
cs f:^ : Si»j w^ feitaf apoa a throne, xili^ 
czxiir i cs^:e} widun an ^twt ; whaerer gazed 
cs !:<r, feld*xn bcbcki any thin^ with approba- 
d^a b-:ir ikcsntilTCi; her bcsucr was mixed with 
<iiKikZ:T, and wdi expreiied her inward coatempt 
for ir.rVrior objeci^ : She ccrer fixed her eyes 
B^Trardi, an!eJ$ whea, hr intenrais, they were 
ca!t '-ron i fr/.rrzr inc held in her hand, which 
fr€ec^;d b^ck her own ckarms, the onlj image 
wherein ihe took delight. 

^?T attention, as well as that of the whxAt 
aScmbtVy was fuddenlv taken off £rom the god- 
dcA, an J transferred to a lady, who with pre- 
cipitation broke through the croud, and made 
diredly to the throne: Although pafled her 
meridian, her bloom was fucceeded by fo graceful 
an air, that youth could fcarce make her more 
defirable; her fair hair wa* tucked under a tiara 
of jewels, made in the fafhion of a coronet. If 
her beauty prcpofTefTed tis to her advantage, 
M-e were not lefs terrified in beholding the com- 
p:\ny (he was in : On one fide marched Envy, 
ladling her vith whips 7Ln(!ifnahes; giving her to 
drink by intervals from a cup of wine mingled 

with 
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with gall and wormwood: Her other fupporter 
was Wrath, who continually tofled a flaming 
brand, direding her fight to a dagger which he 
held; his looks ghaflly, his limbs trembling, his 
body half expofed, the reft clothed with a robe 
ftained with blood, and torn by his own fury, 
which was fo fierce he could not reft rain it fome- 
times from falling upon himfelf. His breath 
was inceflantly applied to the lady's fpleen and 
brain, from whence violent agonies and raging 
frenzies fucceeded, as was evident by a tofs and 
motion as particular as wonderful. 

She was attired in a crimfon rohe edged with 
irminy and buckled with diamonds; her train 
borne by one who had formerly been her mafter 
of the ceremonies, and -Who, under the falfc 
title of good efiablifljment^ had introduced her with 
applaufe into the world; yet having made the 
fortune of his votary, he was no longer felicitous 
to. preferve appearances, but fubmitted to be call- 
ed by his true name Ingratitude. 

The goddefs not only vouch fafed her a gra- 
cious look, but gave her hand to the lady, who 
Was named Fulvia : After a tender embrace, ftie 
feated her by herfelf on the throne;, called her 
conquerefs in right of her hufl)and; daughter, 
favourite, her reprefentative, her other felf; 
bid her name her diftrefs, and depend upon her 
for relief. 

Fulvia, with fighs, told the goddefs, that from 
a profpe£t of being the moft happy perfon, fhc 
was become the moft miferable. The laurels 

daily 
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daily fading upon the brow of her abfent lord ; 
their partizans wholly removed from Auguftus's 
favour 5 and, which was worfc, Agrippa, a per- 
fon of fatal virtue, deftruftive to the ambition of 
her party, was trufted with the fole management 
of affairs, notwithflanding their mighty cabals, 
and hourly intrigues, to retrieve the power they 
had loft. Agrippa's reputation was mounted to 
to fuch a pitch, that fhe could not behold and 
livej thofe two tormentors. Wrath and Envy, 
giving her no remiflion,'until he were deftroyed. 
She therefore befoiight the goddefs, fince falfe 
reports, treachery, and aflaffinations had failed, 
that fhe would go her herfelf, and take Avarice 
along with titles and wealth, to puff* up his foul, 
and deftroy his virtues, that he might fall, a& 
herfelf and other favourites had done, by the fin 
of pride, and the love of riches. 

To whom the goddefs replied : It is not the 
leaft of my troubles that I muft tell you, your 
requeft is vain : I have attempted enlarging our 
empire, by the acceffion of fo powerful a perfon 
as Agrippa; I applied the charrts of wealth .and 
luxury ; I applied myfelf ; but he is more abfte- 
mious, more fedate than before : I beheld the 
hateful goddefs of Virtue encircling him with 
her protefting wings; I heard her tell him, (he 
would dire£l his fteps and never forfake him; 
that the empire fhould flourifh at its greateft 
height under his adminiftration ; thatPride fhould 
be defeated. Avarice return bafHed and afhamed; 
his hoards inviolable: That the uprightnefs of 

bis 
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his manners, his extenfirc foul and vaft capacity, 
fhould make his a name, which the race of favour- 
ites for time immemorial (hould think it their 
glory to be called by : Whereas hiftory had not 
hitherto delivered down one, but where the pa- 
rallel would be in fome parts an injuftice to his 
charafter j as if unbounded power and folid vir- 
tue had been irreconcileable, until met in A- 
grippa. 

But, my beloved daughter, that virtue we 
cannot corrupt, may yet be eclipfed 5 we will 
caufe diftruft and impatiency to enter into the 
minds of his party; they (hall fear what they 
ought to reverence : Thofe prodigious qualifica- 
tions that diftinguifh Agrippa, may be turned 
againft him j whilft his very foes admire his abi- 
lities, wc will make his friends mifcal his wit* 
dom, running. Although he be inceflantly work- 
ing for the good of the empire, they fhall be 
hoodwinked to thofe advantages. Neither new 
feas explored, nor countries difcovered and fub- 
dued; the heavy debts of the empire difcharged, 
credit * reftored, .peace brought home to their 
dwelling; trade fecure and flourifhing, fhall 
overcome thofe fufpicions and bad impreflions 
we will make upon the people. Your faclion^ 
vigilant and bold, fhall difperfe falfe reports; 
Antony's zeal muft languifh •, let him attempt 
no farther for the good of the empire, but his 
own : Thofe two demons that haunt you fhall 
be appeafed; Revenge be fatiated ; ofFer upon 
his altars, and fupplicate the goddefs of Difcord, 

that 



apS The EXAMINER. N^jt. 

that {he may difappear from among you, and 
more effectually poffefs your enemies. 



N^ 5c. Thurfday, July 28. 1711- 

Sin^J i**if^^'ftr- fp :t}!S eo^f.C'tnus tqfior^ 
E.t j tf'i tdK^Ui e^nuiKfitm.iuiijkfolvir€ colla, 

^l OW that I have completed the number of 
^ my papers, and, for the fpacc of a year, 
done my country what ferv'ice lay in the power of 
an honeft, although concealed pen i I fliall take 
my leave of the town, with particular thanks for 
its favour, and fome acknowledgment to the 
Mfdhy, for fo conftantly explaining what he 
thought my meaning in any dark allufions or al- 
legories \ and retire myfelf from the fatigue of 
politics and ftate-refleftions, until fome mpre ur- 
gent occafion again call forth my endeavours. 

It is very difficult, in an interefted world, for 
any one to be thought free from thofe views that 
influence others : There are fo few perfons con- 
tent to facrifice their own good to that of the 
public, that I do not wonder to have a wrong 
interpretation put upon my labours ; and myfelf, 
although entirely otherwifc, accufed as direfting 
them to fome mercenary end, and full of the 
defire of making my fortune, by application to 
the prevailing party : But let fuch who are my 
accufers remember, that this paper was begun 
while yet the /ate mimjiry were at the helm, and 

nothing 
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nothing but their mifmanagement to prognofti- 
cate their lofs of power. 

To thofe who have complained, that my wri- 
tings were not always equal, the fpirit the fame, 
or the matter fo entertaining ; let fuch begin to 
confider, my bufinefs was to inJlruEi ; I would 
not defcend to dissert : I was neither a Plautus, 
nor a Moliere ; I did not fo much as pretend to 
w/V, much lefs huffoonr*^ : I went not in purfuit 
of a laugh, but confined myfelf to one fubje£l» 
and that a very ferious one. How extreme dif- 
ficult it is to fucceed often upon the like topic, 
I leave to the confideration of the judicious ; 
who know how hard it is to vary the fame dif- 
courfc, and admit of frequent repetition, with- 
out being cloyed : with which I have no reafon 
to tax my readers ; fince the printer telleth me, 
tbe falc of my paper is not at all diminifhed, or 
its reputation fallen : which, I muft confefs, 
were temptation enough for me to continue it, 
if I had mercenary views, or were not the end 
Ipropofed already anfwered ; which maketh me 
chufe, although perhaps not quite fo civilly, to 
rife myfelf, and leave my guefts witli an appetite 
for more, rather than ftay till they {hould call to 
take away. 

And notwithftanding the charge that hath fo 
often been brought againfl me, with an intent to 
wound great men through my fide, of my being 
a contemptible hii'eling, and a little mercenary 
fellow without probity or principles 5 one whofe 
aftions were dire£lcd by others, from whence 

the 
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the machine talked and moved, as conduced by 
higher hands : I folemnly declare, I am ftill as 
much unknown to the leaders of our own party, 
as to the others ; and very likely to remain fo as 
long as I pleafe myfelf; notwithftanding the 
wife remarks of the Ohfenmtor^ and the guefles 
made hy the judicious Medley 

Among the many pretenders in this town, yon 
can hardly produce me one, who will not under- 
take to difcover and point out the difFerence of 
ftyle, and manner of thinking, peculiar to the 
fevcral men of wit : This pamphlet is certainly 
from fuch a hand ; they know his manner per- 
fe£lly : That paper of vcrfes is infallibly of fuch 
a poet, no man in England could write it but 
he ; and this fometimcs even upon the firft eflay 
of an author. I, among the reft, ufed to deter- 
mine formerly at the fame rate, but fliall be 
more cautious for the future \ having feen the 
world and myfelf fo often and fo wretchedly mif- 
taken. How many fathers has this paper of 
mine been afcribed to ! Among all the men of 
wit, who are in the intereft of the prefent mini- 
ftry, I know not one who hath efcaped fome re- 
port or fufpicion of being the author. The . 
Medley bath guefled round ; and from his (kill 
in that part of learning, called do^s logic thought 
he woulcl infallibly hit upon it at laft. Thus he 
hath done what he would have us think is an in- 
jury to feveral innocent perfons ; and if the -Ex- 
aminer be a ftupid, falfe, and flanderoiis papefi 
as be weekly affirms, I think he is bound in con- 

fciencc 
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fcience and common jufticc, to repair the injury 
he hath done to the reputation of thofe worthy 
perfons he hath falfely intitled it to, and who 
have never given him the lead provocation for 
any fuch calumny. 

The judicious" reader cannot but obferve how 
weak that caufe muft be, which the joint endea« 
vours of their party have not been able to de- 
fend againft an unknown perfon, who hath had 
nothing but naked truth to oppofe to whole ar- 
mies of complicated falfehoods and malice \ yet^ 
fapported by the goodnefs of the caufe, I have 
waded through feas of fcurrility, without being 
polluted by any of that filth they have; inceflant- 
\j caft at me. I have neither mifreprefented 
perfons nor things 5 nay, out of tendemefs, have 
often forborn to fhew their weakeft fide. I ap- 
peal to all impartial men, whether time hath not 
difcovered more abufes in the management of 
the late miniflry, than the Examiner could ex- 
pofe ? The fafts are now fo obvious and uncon- 
troverted, that I prefume there is no need of a 
monitor to point out thofe things, to which every 
man is become capable of diredting himfelf. 

Of all the doubtful fteps that I have taken in 
the conduft of this defign, there is none for 
which I fo much blame myfelf, as firft defccnd* 
ing to take notice and talk to thofe wretched ad- 
'verfaries that have weekly fought againft me ; it 
"was putting myfelf upon a level with fuch whofe 
defigns and mine were entirely oppofite : I was 
fired by the love of my country, and that noble 

Vol. III. C g ardour 
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ardour which condu£lcth us through a thoufand 
difficulties in the purfuit of juftice : My attempt 
was to difcover abufeSf theirs to conceal them *, I 
purfued truth, they openly adhered to falfehood; 
my pen was valued for its fincerity, theirs dcfpi- 
fed for difingenuity ; and yet I was fo weak to 
"^ntcr the lills, merely to fatisfy thofe friends 
who became uneafy at their not being oppofed, 
and could not account for my negle^ ; a fault 
many have been guilty of, in confideration of 0- 
thers, although againft a man's better fenfe and 
reafoning \ as I could inilance in feveral things, 
and particularly in one example out of Plutarch ; 
if the comparifon may not be thought too great 
a prefumption : It is that of Pompey the Great, 
who ventured a battle with Cxfar when it was 
not his intereft ; " merely becaufe he was a man 
** of that honour and modefty, he could not bear 
** a reproach ; neither would he difoblige his 
" friends, but broke his own meafures, and for- 
*' fook his prudent refolutions, to follow their 
** vain hope and defire." How much more com- 
mendable was the conftancy of Phocion, who, 
when the Athenians urged him at an unfcafon- 
able time to fall upon the enemy, pcremptarily 
rcfufed \ and being upbraided by them with cow- 
ardice and pufillanimity, told them, ** Gentle- 
** men, we underftand one another very well ; 
** you cannot make me valiant at this time, nor 
« I you wife !" 

But it is time to have done with fuch worthlefs 
combatants. If I have not foiled them, I am cer- 
tain 
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tain^they have not hurt mc, any otherwifc than 
in my own opinion, for attempting to engage 
rhem. I ihall conclude with obferving the beau- 
y of that profped which lieth before me, and 
for which I congratulate with all my country- 
ncn ; the fecurity to our religion and happy con- 
litntion luider our moil pious Queen, her cx(jeU 
ent parliament, and able mintllry ; which to 
peak of, one by one, would be a volume, not % 
heet ; methinks I behold the younger Cato in Mr 
)t John *; all that love for his country, that con- 
empt of danger, and greatnefs of foul, of whom 
t was faid, <* It was not for honour or riches, 

* nor raflily, or by chance, that he engaged him- 
« felf in the affairs of ftate ; but he undertook 

* the fcnricc of the public, as the proper bufinefs 
'• of an honed man ; and tlierefore he thought 
'* himfelf obliged to be as diligent for the good 

* of that, as a bee for the prefervation of her 
« hive." 

By our well-governed ftrength at home, we 
are now beginning to be truly formidable to our 
enemies abroad : France was never fo bufy in 
learehing expedients that may incline towards a 
)eace 5 they find it is become their intereft to be 
Incere; nothing but the unexpeded death of 
he Emperor, and that diftraaed ftate of north- 
*n afFairs, which at this time threatened a breach 
n the confederacy ; and the feeds of which mif- 
:hief have been long fown, could prevent our 
C c 2 finding 

* Secretary of State, created Lord Vifcoimt Bollng- 
rokc* 
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finding the fpcedy effeds of it. All, but thofe 
vrho are wilfull^f blind, and bigotted to a party^ 
plainl]f fee the advantage of the change that hath 
been made \ although, confidering the circum- 
ilances of a tedious war, I ani fo far willing to 
comply with fome gentlemen, as to admit there 
was a hazard in it, inafmuch as a civil tvar is vf$rfi 
than any tyranny : from whence I take leave to 
hope, we ihall not eafily repeat the danger \ and 
fince all changes are not good, let us change no 
more. 

^C^ The Examiners were written in defence of tbener 
•dminiftration, and the particular revolutions at courts 
which had introduced the Earl of Oxford, and had dif* 
placed the Carl of Godolphin and his friends. 

Many of Swift's Examiners are perfonally aimed at tlie 
General [the Duke of Marlborough.] In a free conntryi 
the poMxr of a general is always to be feared. The great* 
^ er his military capacity, or the more fuccefsful his armi, 
in the greater danger are the liberties of the people. On 
this maxim Swift proceeded; and while he was writing 
in defence of the commonwealth, he had an opportunity 
of giving a locfc to his own fe verity; of which the H9»je 
cf Pride, and feveral other allegorical effays, are very 
fpirited examples. 

But 1 am fettered in my aniniadverfions on thcfe pt- 
*pers. The prefcnt times, and the honour which I bear 
to many noble families, dcfcendcd from perfons mention- 
ed in the Ex.iminers, make me willing to take as flight 
notice as poffible even of the wittieft paiTages in thofe 
papers, becaufe many of thofe parages aiife from perfo* 
nal reEeaions, or party-farcafms. In general, the feve- 
ral points relating to the national debt, (alas ! how in- 
creafed fince the year 1 710 ^ the too long continuance of 
the war, and other public topics of complaint, are melan- 
choly truths, juftly becoming; the pen of a man wW 

loves his country. 

■Witbtf 



so. The EXAMINER. 305 

ithin thcfc laft forty years, the polttical treatifes 
been fo numerous, fo various, fo local, and fo tern- 
•y, that each new pamphlet has fucceeded Its predc- 
', like a youthful fon to an ancient father, amidft a 
iltiplicity. of fpllawers, admirers, and de^^endents; 
k the antiquated ilre, having ftrutted and foamed his 
upon the ftnge, is heard nd more, but lies iilent, and 
1 entirely forgotten, except by a few friends and co- 
0rariea, who accidentally remember fome of his ju^ 
vations, or prophetical aphorifms, which they have 
to fee accompliihed. Thus has it fared, even in my 
with the Examiners, the Freeholders, and the Craft f' 
And the fame fate will attend moft writings of 
fort; which being framed to ferve particular views, 
the purport of their creation, and then perifli : while 
s of a more liberal and di^TuHve kind are acceptable 
perfons, and all times ; and may aiTume to them*' 
t a certain profpet^t of furviving to the lateft pofte- 

t when a young gentleman enters into the commerce 
V he will be obliged, in his OM'n defence, to look in- 
fry thing that hath been written upon political fub« 
In England, a man cannot keep up a converfatioa 
lUt being well verfed in politics. In whatever other 
of learning he may be deficient, he certainly- muft 
ppear fuperticial in ftate-aifairs. He muft chufe his 
; and he rauft ftick to the choice. Nen revocure grw 
muft be his motio ; and Heaven forgive fuch an one/ 
; gradus now and then enforces him to act againit 
inviction. 

larty, and the confequences of it, had arifen to that 
t among the Romans and Grecians, as it has arifcu 
e years among the Engliih, their poets would pro- 
have added her to the three furies, and would have 
i her in hell, as a fit companion for Tyiiphone, Me- 
and Alecfto; from whence, according to their de- 
ion, flie might have made excurflons upon earth,. 
A'ithan intentioiito deftroy, confound, miQead, and 
ite mankind. 

A true, tlxat all countries have their parties and 
C c 3 ihcic 
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their faffliont. But there is a certain contagious diftem- 
per of this fort, fo peculiar to the Britifh iftands, that, 1 
heliere, it is unknown to every other part of the world. 
It increafes our natural gloom, and it makes us £o areife 
to each other, that it keeps men of the beft morals, aid 
mod focial inclinations, in one continual ftate of warfare 
and oppofition. Muft not the fonrce of this malady arife 
rather from the heart, than from the head ? from tfce 
diifcr^nt operations of onr paffions, than of our reafon^ 

Furorne cdcus, an rapit vis ecrgor. 
An culpa ? 

Swift, amanof violent paffions> was» in confequeftce 
of thofe paflions, violent in his party. But as his capt* 
city and genius were fo extraordinary and exteofivci^ 
even his party.writings carry with them dignity and in- 
ilru<5lion. And in that light one fhould read the £»«/- 
ncrs, where he will find a nervous ftyle, a clear didtioor 
and great knowledge of the true landed Intereft of Eng* 
land. Orrety. 

TheHoufe of Pride, in the Examiner, N** 49- wasii«t 
the produ<5tion of Dr Swift ; but viras one of the vifioai 
of Mrs Manley, who wrote the AtMUntts. Swift. 

The laft fix Examiners were not wrote by Dr Swif^ M 
appeaj-s from the notes at N"" 13. But as they had ^t 
a place in all former editions of the Dean's works, 
Hawkefworth*s excepted, we were advifed to retain thea 
in the prefcnt edition* 
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tc AD VICE humbly offered to the 
Members of tlic Octobeh Club. 

I a Letter from a Perfon of Honour.. 

Written in tlieyear 171 1. 

The Publisher's Preface^ 

iou T theycarwhenherlatcMajefty of bleflcJ 
memory thought proper to change her mini* 
and brought in Mr Harley, Mr St John, Sir 
n Harcourt, and fome others j the firft of 
being made an Earl and Lord Treafurer, he 
bon after blamed by his friends for not ma- 
a general fweep of all the Whigt^ as the 
• did of their adverfaries upon her Majefty's 
, when they came into power. At that time 
it number of parliament-men, amounting to 
I two hundred, grew fo warm upon the 
efs of the Treafurer in this part, that they 
;d themfelves into a body under the name 
e OBoher Cluhy and had many meetings to 
It upon fome methods, that might fpur on 
in power, fo that they might make a quick- 
patch in removing all of the Whig leaven 
the employments they ftill pofleflcd. To 
nt the ill confequences of this difcontent 
g fo many worthy members, the reft of the 
try joined with the Treafurer, partly to pa- 
cify. 
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cify, and partly to divide thofc, who were In 
greater hafle than moderate men thought conve- 
nient. It was well known, that the fuppofed au- 
thor met a confiderable number of this club ij^ 
a public-houfe, where he convinced them very 
plainly of the Treafurci's fincerity, with many of 
thofe very reafons which are urged in the fol- 
lowing difcourfe, befides fome others, which 
were not fo proper to appear at that time in print 
The Treafurer alledged in his defence, that 
fuch a treatment would not confiftwith prudence, 
becaufe there were many employments to be He- 
(bowed, which required fkill and pradlice ; that 
fcveral gentlemen, who poflefled them, had been 
long verfed, very loyal to her Majefty, had ne- 
ver been violent party-men, and were ready to 
fall into all hone ft meafures for the fervice of 
their Queen and country. But however, as of- 
fices became vacant, he would humbly recom- 
mend to her Majefty fuch gentlemen whofe 
principles, with regard both to church and 
ftate, his friends would approve of, and he 
would be ready to accept their recommenda- 
tions. Thus the Earl proceeded in procuring 
employments for thofe, who deferved them 
by their honcfty and abilities to execute them; 
which I confefs to have been a fingularity not 
very likely to be imitated. However, the 
gentlemen of this club ftill continued uneafy 
that no quicker progrefs was made in remo- 
vals, until thofe who were leaft violent be- 
gan to foften a little, or, by dividing them, the 

whole 
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Ic affair dropped. During this diflSculty wc 
been ftflured^ that the following difcourft 
very feafonably publifhed with great fuccefs, 
ing the difficulties that the Earl of Oxford 
inder, and his real defire, that all perfons in 
loynients (hould be truly loyal churchmen^ 
Dus for her Majefty's honour and fafety, as 
as for the fucceffion in the houfe of Ha- 
ir, if the Queen fhould happen to die with- 
iffue- This difcourfe having been publiflied 
It the year 171 1, and many of the fafts for- 
;n, would not have been generally underftood 
out fome explanation, which Ave have now 
avoured to give, becaufe it feems a point of 
»ry too material to be loft- We owe thi$ 
» of intelligence to an intimate of the fup- 
d author. 
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Some ADVICE humbly offered to the 
Members of tlie October Club*. 

Gentlemen, ^ 

SINCE the firft inftitution of your fociety, I 
have always thought you capable of the 
greatcil things. Such a number of perfonsi 
members of parliament, true lovers of our con- 
ftitution in church and ftate, meeting at certain 

timesj 

• ThJf panifhlet was written in tli* year lyn, aodii 
fo applicable to that particular time, that I ihall ot 
make aay animadvrriioiis upon it. From political traAfc 
the true hiftory of England is to be 4educed : And if 
foreigners were to enter Into that branph of readings 
they might frame a more didindt notion of onrlegiflatq;^* 
Mid of our manners^ than from more laboured and con- 
ne(5ted accounts of our conititution. In fuch a view, I 
am apt to think, that, at firft fight, they muft behold ni 
a difunited, difcontented, and feemingly an unfteady 
people. But I am certain, that, upon a more minute 
difquiHtion, they muft find in us a fixed, and, I may fay, 
an innate love of liberty, variegated, and perhaps fome- 
times erroneous in its progrefs, but conftant and un« 
wearied in the purfuit of that glorious end. "What peo- 
ple upon earth can dcfire a more exalted or a more dt- 
ftioguifhed character? To fpeak in the dialedt of the 
heathen world, our errors are the errors of men, our 
principles are the principles of the gods. Orrery. 

Perhaps that clear, impartial account of the indigefted 
fchemes of the Ortober Club, as it fell accidentally f^^ 
the pen of Dr Swift, may throw fome additional light up- 
on the hiftory of that aera, which, it muft be confeflcd* ^ 
very greatly wanted ; and at the fame time be a cantioa 
to all worthy and fober men, who principally intend the 

good 
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mes, and mixing buCnefs and convcrfation to- 
other, without the forms and conftraint necef- 
ry to be obferved in public aflemblies, muft 
jry much improve each other's underftanding, 
•rreft and fix your judgment, and prepare 
^urfelves againfl: any defigns of the oppofite 

party. 

>d of their country, in all their reafonings and debates^ 
c violently to oppofe and diftrefs any niiniftry whatfo* 
:r, who defireto a(5t with temper and .moderation up- 
conftitutional principles. His account of them^ runs 
chefe terms : " We are plagued with an OcStober Club, 
hat is, a fet of above an hundred parliament-men of 
he country, who drink OAober beer at home, and 
ncet every evening at a tavern iiear the parliament, 
confalt affairs, and drive things on to extremes a« 
;ainft the Whigs ; to call the old miniftry to account, 
md get off five or fix heads. The miniftry feem not to 
•cgard them ; yet one of them in confidence told me, 
:hat there mud be fomething thought on to fettle 
hings better. I'll tell you one great ftate-fccret. The 
^neen, fenfible how much fhe was governed by the late 
niniftry, runs a little into the other extreme; and is 
ealous in that point even of thofe who got her out of 
:he others hands. The niinlftry is for gentler mea- 
\ires, and the other Tories for more violent. Lord 
[livers talking to me other day, curfed the paper 
;»Jled the Examiner for fpeaking civilly of the Duke of 
Marlborough. This I happened to talk of to the Secre- 
tary, vho blamed the warmtb^of that Lord and fome 
ithers; and fwore, that if their advice were followed, 
they would be blown up in twenty-four hours. And I 
have reafon to think, that they will endeavour to 
prevail on the Queen to put her affairs more in* the 
bands of a miniftry than (he does at prefent ; And 
there are, I believe, two men thought on; one of them 
you have often met the name of in my letters." SiviJYs 
tier to Stcila, Feb* i8. 1710. 
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party. Upon the opening of this feflion, an in- 
cident hath happened, to provide againil the 
confequences whereof will require your utmoft 
yigilance and application. All this laft fummer 
the enemy was working under ground, and lay- 
ing their train.} they gradually, became more 
frequent and bold in their pamphlets and papers^ 
while thofe on our fide were xlropped, as if we 
had no farther occafion for them. Some time 
before an opportunity fell into their hands, which 
they have cultivated ever fincej and therehy 
have endeavoured in fome fort to turn thofc arts 
againft us, which had been fo effeftually employ- 
ed to their ruin : A plain demonftration of their 
fuperior (kill at intrigue-, to make a ftratagem 
fucceed a fecond time, and this even againft 
thofe who firft tried it upon them. I know not 
whether this opportunity I have mentioned could 
have been prevented by any care, without ftrain- 
ing a very tender point, which thofe chiefly con- 
cerned avoided by all means, becaufe it might 
feem a counter-part of what they had fo much 
condemned in their predeceflbrs ; although it is 
certain the two cafes were widely different •, and 
if policy had once got the better of good nature, 
all had been fafe, for there was no other danger 
in view; but the confequences of this were fore- 
fecn from the beginning ; and thofe who kept 
the watch had early warning of it. It would 
have been a mafter-piece of prudence in this cafe 
to have made a friend of an enemy. But whe- 
ther that were poffible to be compaffed, or whe- 
ther 
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her It were ever attempted, is now too late to 
tiquire. All accommodation was rendered dc- 
perate by an unlucky proceeding fome months 
go at Windfor, which was a declaration of war 
00 frank and generous for that (ituation of 
ffairs; and I am told, was not approved by a 
:ertain great minifter. It was obvious to fup- 
K>fe, thaty in a particular where the honour and 
ntereft of a hufband were fo clofely united with 
:hofe of a wife, he might be fure of her utmoft 
sndcavours for his protedlion, although fhe nei- 
:hcr loved nor efteemed him. The danger of 
lofing -power, favour, profit, and a fhelter from 
domeftic tyranny, were ftrong incitements to ftir 
up a working brain, early praftifed in all the arts 
of intriguing. Neither is it fafe to count upon 
the weaknefs of any man's underftanding, who 
is thoroughly poflefled with the fpirit of revenge 
to iharpen his invention; nothing elfe is required 
befides obfequioufnefs and afliduity, which, as 
they are often the talents of thofe who have no 
better, fo they are apt to make impreflions upon 
the bed and greateft minds. 

It was no fmall advantage to the defigning par- 
ty, that fince the adventure at Windfor the per- 
foh on whom we fo much depend was long ab- 
fent by ficknefs ; which hindered him from pur- 
fuing thofe meafures that minifters are in pru- 
dence forced to take to defend their country and 
themfelves againft an irritated fadlion. The ne- 
gotiators on the other fide improved this favour- 
able conjunfture to the utmoft •, and by an un- 
VoL. III. D d paralleled 
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paralleled boldnefs, accompanied M'ith m 
falfehoods, perfuaded certain lords (who v 
already in the fame principle, but were afrai< 
making a wrong ftep, left it (hould lead t1 
out of their coaches into the dirt) that votin 
appearance againft the court would be the f. 
courfe to avoid the danger they moft apprehc 
cd, which was that of lofmg their penfionsv 
their opinions, when produced, would, by fc 
ingly contradifting their intereft, have an 
pearauce of virtue into the bargain. This,-^ 
fome arguments of more immediate power, \ 
far in producing that ftrange unexpefted tun 
have fo lately fcen, and from which our ad 
faries reckoned upon fuch wonderful efFefts*, 
fome of them, particularly my Lord Chief 
flice, began to zGt as if all were already in i 
power- 
But although 'the more immediate caufi 
this defertion were what I have above reh 
yet i am apt to think it would hardly have 1 
attempted, or at leaft not fucceeded, but f 
prevailing opinion, that the church-party am 
minifters had different views, or at lead ^ 
not fo firmly united as they ought to have I 
It was commonly faid, and I fuppofe not \ 
out fome ground of truth, that many gentle 
of your club were difcontented to find fo 
done, that they thought it looked as if pt 
were not in earneft ; that they exped^ to 
thorough change with refpeft to employmc 
and although e\ery man could not be proi 
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for, yet when all places were filled with perfons 
cf good principles, there would be fewer com- 
plaints and lefs danger from the other party: that 
this change was hoped for all laft fummer, and 
even to the opening of the feflion, yet nothing 
done. On the other hand, it was urged by fome 
in favour of the miniftry, that it was impoffible 
fcTfind employments for one pretender in twenty; 
and therefore in gratifying one, nineteen would 
be difobliged 5 but while all have leave to hope, 
they*would all endeavour to deferve : But this 
again was efteemed a very (hallow policy, which 
was too eafily fcen through, muft foon come to 
an end, and would caufe a general difcontent ; 
with twenty other objeftions to which it was li- 
able : And indeed, confidering the fhort life of 
minifters in our climate, it was, with fome rea- 
fon, thought a little hard, that thofe for whom 
any employment was intended, fliould by fuch 
a delay be probably deprived of half their bene- 
fit ; not to mention, that a miniftry is beft con- 
firmed, when all inferior ofHcers are in its in- 
tereft. 

I have fet this caufe of complaint in the 
ftrongeft light, although my defign is to endea- 
vour that it fhould have no manner of weight 
with you, as I am confident our adverfaries 
counted upon, and do ftill expedl to find mighty 
advantages by it. 

But it is nec^flary to fay fomething to this ob- 
jeftion, which in all appearance lieth fo hard up- 
on the prefent miniftry. What fliall I offer up- 
D d 2 on 
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on fo tender a point ? How fhall I conrey sn 
anfwer that none vill apprehend, except thofe 
for whom I intend it ? I have often pitied the 
condition of great minifters uponfeveral accounts; 
but never fo much upon any, as when their duty 
obliges them to bear the blame and envy of ac- 
tions, for which they will not be anfwerablc in 
the next world, although they dare not convince 
the prefent, until it is too late. This letter is 
fcnt you, gentlemenj from no mean hand, nor 
from a perfon uninformed, although, for the reft, 
as little concerned in point of intercft for any 
change of miniftry, as mcft others of his fcUow- 
fubjt(f^s. I may therefore aflume fo much to 
myfelf, as to dcfire you would depend upon it, 
that a ihort time will make manifeft, how little 
the defc£l you complain of ought to lie at that 
door, where your enemies would be glad to fee 
you place it. The wifeft man, who is not yery 
near the fpring of affairs, but views them* only 
in their iflues and events, will be apt to fix ap- 
plaufes and reproaches in the wrong place ; which 
is the true caufe of a weaknefs that I never yet 
knew great minifters without 5 I mean their be- 
ing deaf to all advice : For if a perfon of the beft 
underftanding offers his opinion in a point, 
where he is not mafter of all the circum (lances, 
(which perhaps are not to be told) it is a hundred 
to one but he runs into an abfurdity : From 
whence it is, that minifters falfely conclude 
themfelves to be equally wifer than others in ge- 
neral things, where the common reafon of man- 
kind 
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kind ought to be the judge, and is probably Icfs 
biaffed than theirs. I have known a great man 
of excellent parts blindly purfue a point of no 
importance, againft the advice of every friend-he 
had, until it ended in his ruin. I have feen 
great abilities rendered utterly ufelefs by unac- 
countable and unneceifary delay, and by difficul- 
ty of accefs, by which a thoufand opportunities 
are fufFered to efcape. I have obferved the ftrong- 
cft Ihoulders to (ink under too great a load of 
buiinefs, for want of dividing a due proportion 
among others. Thefe, and more that might be 
named, are obvious failings, which every ra- 
tional man may be allowed to difcern, as well as 
lament ; and wherein the wifeft minifter may 
receive advice from others of inferior underftand- 
ing. But in thofe aftions where we are not 
thoroughly informed of all the motives and cir- 
cumftances, it is hardly poffible that our judge- 
ment ihould not be miftaken. I have often been 
one of the company, where we have all blamed 
a mcafure taken, which hath afterwards proved 
the only one that could poflibly have fucceeded. 
Nay, I have known thofe very men, who have 
formerly been in the fecret of affairs, when a 
new fet of people hath come in, offering their 
refinements and conjcftures in a very plauflble 
manner upon what was pafSng, and widely err 
in all they advanced. 

Whatever occafions may have been given for 

complaints, that enough ha^th not been done, 

thofe complaints Ihould not be carried fo far as 

D d 3 to 
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to make us forget what hath been done, whicli 
at firft was a great deal more than we hoped or 
thought practicable ; and you may be aflured, 
that fo much courage and addrefs were not era- 
ployed in the beginning of fo great a work with- 
out a refolution of carrying it through, as faft as 
opportunities would offer. Any of the moft fan- 
guine gentlemen in your club would gladly have 
compounded two years ago to have been aflured 
of feeing affairs in the prefent (ituation : It is 
principally to the abilities of one great man that 
you, gentlemen, owe the happinefs of meeting 
together to cultivate good principles, and form 
yourfelves into a body for defending your couii- . 
try againfl a reftlefs and dangerous faftion. It 
is to the fame we all owe that migbty change in 
the moft important pofts of the kingdom ; that 
we fee the facred perfon of our prince encom- 
pafTed by thofe, whom we ourfelves would have 
chofen, if it had been left to our power : And 
if every thing befides that you could wifh hath 
not been hitherto done, you will be but juft to 
impute it to fome powerful, although unknown 
impediments, wherein the miniftry is more to be 
lamented than blamed. But there is good reafon 
to hope, from the vigorous proceedings of the 
court, that thefe impediments will in a fliort 
time efFe£luaIly be removed : and one great mo- 
tive to haften the removal of them will doubtlefs 
be the reflection upon thofe dangerous confe- 
qucnces, which had like to have enfued upon 
not removing them before. Befides, after fo plain 

and 
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itid formidable a conviftion that mild and mo- 
lerate methods meet with no other reception or 
eturn, than to ferve as opportunities to the in- 
atiable malice of an enemy ; power will awake 
o vindicate itfelf, and difarm its oppofers, at 
eaft of all ofFendve weapons. 

Confidcr, if you pleafe, how hard befet the 
)refent miniftry hath been on every fide : By the 
mpoflibility of carrying on the war any longer, 
without taking the mod defperate courfes, or of 
ecovering Spain. from theHoufe of Bourbon, al- 
:hough we could continue it many years longer; 
>y the clamours of a faftion againft any peace, 
Rrith^t that condition which the moft know- 
ing among themfelves allowed to be imprafti- 
cable ; by the fecret cabals of foreign minifters, 
wrho have endeavoured to inflame our people, 
and fpirit up a fmking iz6kion to blafl all our en- 
deavours for peace with thofe popular reproaches 
of France and the Pretender 5 not to mention 
the danger they have have been in from private 
infinuations, of fuch a nature as it was almoft im- 
poflible to fence againft. Thefe clouds now be- 
gin to blow over, and thofe who are at the helm 
will have leifure to look about them, and com- 
plete what yet remains to be done. 

That confederate body, which now makes up* 
the adverfe party, confifteth of an union fo mon- 
ilrous and unnatural, that in a little time it muft 
of ncccflity fall to pieces. The Dijfctiters with 
rcafon think themfelves betrayed and fold by 
their brethren. What they have been told, that 

the 
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the prefent bill againil occafional conformity 
to prevent a greater evil, is an excufe too gro 
pafs ; and if any other profound refinement \ 
meant, it is now come to nothing. The rem. 
ing feclions of the party have no other tie but t 
of inveterate hatred and rancour againfl thofe 
power, without agreeing in any other comin> 
intereft, not cemented by principle, or pcrfon 
friendfliip : 1 fpeak particularly of their leaders 
and although 1 know that court-enmities are a 
incondant as its friendihips, ' yet from the difle* 
rence of tempers and principle, as well as the 
fcais remaining of former animofities, I am per- 
fuaded their league will not be of long continu- 
ance : I know fcveral of them, who will never 
pardon thofe with whom they are now in confe- 
deracy i and when once they fee the prefent mi- 
niftry thoroughly fixed, they will grow weary 
of hunting upon a coldfcenty or playing a defperate 
'gamfj and crumble away. 

On the other fide, while the malice of that 
party continues in vigour, while they yet feel the 
bruifes of their fall, which pain them afrefhfince 
their late dlfappointment^ they will leave no arts 
untried to recover themfelves : and it behoves all 
who have any regard for the fafety of the Queen 
or her kingdom, to join unanimoufly again ft an 
adverfary, who will return full-fraught with ven- 
geance upon the firft opportunity that fliall offer: 
and this perhaps is more to be regarded, becaufe 
that party fecm yet to have a referve of hope in 
the fame quarter from whence their lafl reinforce^ 

ment 
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nent came. Neither can any thing cultivate this 
lope of theirs fo much as a difagreement among 
•urfelves, founded upon ajealoufy of the miniftry, 
irho I think need no better a teftimony of their 
;ood intentions, than the inceiTant rage of the 
arty-leaders againft them. 

There is one fault which both fides are apt to 
harge upon themfelves, and very gcneroufly 
ommend their adverfaries for the contrary vir- 
ue. The Tories acknowledge, that the Whigs 
»utdid them in rewarding their friends and ad- 
lering to each other : the Whigs allow the fame 
o the Tories, I am apt to think, that the for- 
ner may a little excel the latter in this point y 
'or doubtlefs the Tories are lefs vindictive of the 
wo; and however remifs mpunijhingy will pro- 
)ably be fo in rewarding ; although at the fame 
ime I will remember the clamours often raifed 
luring the reign of that party againft the lead- 
ers, by thofe who thought their merits were not 
ewarded \ and they had rcafon on their ^idi^^ be- 
raufe it is no doubt a misfortune to forfeit ho^ 
tour and confcience for nothing : But furely the 
:afe is very different at this time, when \yhoever 
idheres to the adniiniftration, doth fervice to 
Sod, his prince, and his country, as well as 
:ontributes to his own private intereft and fafety. 

But if the Whigs leaders were more grateful in 
•cwarding their friends, it muft be allowed like- 
^ife, that the bulk of tliem was in general more 
tealous for the fervice of their party, even when 

abftraded 
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ab(lra£tcd from any private advantage, as migbt 
be obfcrvcd in a thoufand inftances ; for which 
I Ml ould likcwife commend them, if it were not 
natural for mankind to be more violetit in an ill 
eaufe than a good one. 

The perpetual difcord of fa£lions, v^ith feveral 
changes of late years in the very nature of ourgo- 
Ternment, have controlled many maxims among 
us. The court and country^party^ which ufed to 
be the old divifion, feems now to be ceafed, or 
fufpcnded for better times and 'uyorfe princes. The 
Qiicen and miniftry arc at this time fully in the 
true intcreft of the kingdom ; and therefore the 
court and country are of a fide ; and the Whigs^ 
v'ho originally were of the latter, are now of 
neither, but an independent faftion, nurfed up 
by the neceffitles or mijlahes of a late good^ although 
unexperienced prince. Court and country ougKl 
therefore to join their forces againft thefe com- 
mon enemies, until they are entirely difperfed 
and difabled. It is enough to arm ourfelves a- 
gainft them, when we confider, that the greateft 
misfortunes, which can befal the nation, are 
what would mod anfwer their intereji and their 
nvj/hes ; a perpetual war increafes their money, 
breaks and beggars their landed enemies. The 
ruin of the church will pleafe the Dijfenters^ De^ 
ijisy and Socinians^ whereof the body of their 
party confifls. A commonwealth^ or a proteBor^ 
would gratify the republican principles of feme, 
and the ambition of others among them. 

I 
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I would infer from hence, that no difcontents 
rf an inferior nature, fuch I mean as I have al- 
cady mentioned, (hould be carried fo far as to 
five any ill impreffion of the prefent miniftry. 
fall things have been hitherto done as you, gen-^ 
iemefiy could reafoijably wifli, it can be imputed 
nly to the fecret inflruments of that faftion. The 
ruth of this hath appeared from fome late ind- 
ents, more vifibly than formerly. Neither do I 
elieve that any one will now make a doubt, 
hether a certain per/on be in earnefty after the 
nited and avowed endeavours of a whole party 
) ftrike dire£lly at his head. 
When it happens, by fome private crofs in- 
igues, that a great man hath not the power 
hich is thought due to his ftation, he will how- 
ler probably defire the reputation of it, without 
'hich he neither can preferve the dignity, nor 
ardly go through the common bufinefs of his 
lace ; yet is it that reputation to which he owes 
11 the envy and hatred of others, as well as his 
wn difquiets. Mean time, his expefting friends 
npute all their difappointments to fome deep 
efign, or to his defeft of good will ; and his e- 
emies are fure to cry up his excefs of power, e- 
Decially in thofe points where they are confi- 
ent it is moll fhortened. A minifter in this 
ifficult cafe is fometimes forced to preferve his 
redit, by forbearing what is in his power, for 
sar of difcovering how far the limits extend of 
/hat is not ; or perhaps for fear of fliewing an 

inclination 
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inclination contrary to that of his mailer. Tet 
all this while he lies under the reproach of delaj\ 
vnfleadltufsj or ivant ofjincerity. So that there arc 
many inconveniencies and dangers either in difcO- 
Tering or concealing the want of power. Neither 
is it hard to conceive, that minifters may happen 
\oi\xScx ioTXYitJins of their predeceffbrsy who, by 
their great abufes and monopolies of power and 
favour, have taught princes to be more thrifty 
for the future in the diftribution of both. And 
as in common life, whoever hath been long con- 
fined is very fond of his liberty, and will not ea- 
Cly endure the very appearance of reilraint, e- 
ven from thofc who have been the inftruments 
of fetting him free ; fo it is with the recovery of 
power, which is ufually attended with an undi- 
ftinguifhed jealoufy, left it ihould be again in- 
vaded. In iuch a junfture, I cannot difcover 
why a wife and honeft man fhould venture to 
place himfclf at the head of affairs upon any o- 
ther regard than the fafety of his country, and 
the advice of Socrates, to prevent an ill man from 
coming in. 

Upon the whole, I do not fee any one ground 
of fufpicion or diflike, which you, gentlemen^ or 
others, who wifh well to their country, may have 
entertained about perfons or proceedings, but 
what may probably be mifnpprehended even by 
thofe who think they have the beft information. 
Nay, I will venture to go one ftep farther, by add- 
ing, that although it may not be prudent to fpeak 

out 
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It upon thin occafion 5 yet whoever will reafon 
ipartially upon the whole ftate of affairs, muft 
itirely acquit the miniflryr of that delay and neu*- 
ility which have been laid to their charge. Or 
p|>ofe fome fmall part of this accufation were 
uc, (which I pofitively know to be otherwife, 
hereof the world will foon be convinced) yet 
c confequences of any rcTentment at this time 
ufl either be none at all, or the mod fatal that 
m be imagined ; for if the prefent miniftry be 
ade fo uneafy, that a change be thought necef- 
ry, things will return of courfe into the old 
ands of thofe, whofe little fingers will he fottni 
ravier than their predecejfors loins. The IVhig 
iSIion is fo dextrous at corrupting, and the peo- 
le fo fufceptible of it, that you cannot be igno- 
mt how eafy it will be, after fuch a turn of af- 
lirs, upon a new election, to procure a majo- 
ty againft you. They will refume their power 
ith a fpirit like that of Marius and Sylla, or the 
ft triumvirate ; and thofe minifters, who have 
len moft cenfured for too much hefitation, will 
.11 the firft facrifices to their vengeance : But 
lefe are the fmalleft mifchiefs to be apprehend- 
l from fuch returning exiles. What fecurity 
n a prince hope for his perfon, or his crown, 
• even for the monarchy itfelf ? He muft ex- 
:£k to fee his beft friends brought to the fcaf- 
Id for ajferting his rights ; to fee his prerogative 
ampled on, and his treaftire applied to feed the 
mrice ef thofe ivho make themfelijes his keepers ; 
hear himfelf treated v/ith infolence and con- 
VoL. Ill, E e tempt; 
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tempt ; to have his family purged at pleafure by 
their humour and malice ; and to retain even 
the name and ihadow of a king no longer than 
his Ephori {hall think fit. 

Thefe are the inevitable confequences of fuch 
a change of affairs, as that envenomed party is 
now projefting 5 which will beft be prevented 
by your firmly adhering to the prefent miniftry, 
until this domejlic enemy is out of all poflibility 
of making head any more. 
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^. Proposal for the univerfal ufe of 
Irish Manufacture, in cloths 
and furniture of houfes^ Sec. utlerly 
rejecting and renouncing every thing 
%ue arable that comes from Eng- 
land *. 

"Written in the year i72o, 

IT is the peculiar felicity and prudence of the 
people in this kingdom, that whatever com- 
modities or produftions lie under the greateft 
difcquragements from England, thofe are what 
they are fure to be moft induftrious in culti- 
vating 

• Upon Dr Swift's arrival in Ireland, that fpirit which 
lad been raifed againft him by the Whigs in England^ 
nfatuated likewife the whole populace of Dublin; info- 
nuch that when he walked through the town, he was 
pcqnently pointed at and abufed by fevcral of the meaner 
hop- keepers, mechanics, and other bafe fellows without 
lame or occupation. Thefe abominable wretches, like 
heir brethren the Yahoos, would often fcrape the ken- 
lels with their nafty claws, to throw dirt and filth at 
lim as he paCcd through the city; all which he bore for 
wb or three years, until the biutes became tired of 
heir fcurrility, not fo much with a refigned philofophi* 
al patience, as indeed with that fuperior contempt for 
11 unworthy demeanor, which is only to be conceived 
y the mod improved and exalted minds. But thefe ani« 
loiities having fubiidcd for two or three years, inftead 
f rejoicing over the miferies of that people which had 
rithout caufe borne a tyrannous hate againft him, he be- 
an to look down with pity on their diftrefled condition : 
£ e 2 ht 



328 A PROPOSAL for the use 

rating and fpreading. Agriculture^ which bad 
been the principal care of all wife nations, and 

for 

he regretted the calamities of his country and the abfur^ 
dity of their politics; he deplored their want of com- 
inerce, and lamented all their grievances. At laft, ia 
1720, he rtfolvcd, as far as lay in his power, to corrcdt 
the errors and the blunders of his deluded countrymen; 
and with that view he writ ihort and lively propcfals for 
the uniVi-rfJ ufc of Irifh tnanufa^ure, &c. on account of 
which a profecution was fet on foot againft M'aters the 
printer of that pamphlet, which was carried on with 
fo much violence, that one M illiam WUitibed, then 
Chief Jnftice, thought proper, in a manner the moil ex- 
traordinary, to keep the jury eleven houra, and to fend 
them back nine times out of court, t^til he had wearied 
them into a fpecial vcrdl<5t. But Whitlhed, a man of 
Jow birth and "narrow education, whofe whole pittance 
«f learning was confined within the magic circle of the 
laws, the doiilrme of precedents, and, pra<5lice of the 
courts, was by no means aware by what unnacrciiiil 
flrokes a patriot and genius, like Dr Swift, could avenge 
upon him the canfe both of himfdf and country. Whit* 
flied, armed with power, ^n^ fure 10 be fupported, in 
the virulent da>s cf party, againft all thofe which ad« 
hered to their Tory principles, ^t&: gave the alarm te 
battle by an attack upon Watns the printer. Swift, 
armed M'ith genius, and fired with a zeal for liberty and 
public intereft, flew dired^jy to the charge. But finding 
he had to deal w-th an adverfary unequal to the combat> 
he contented himfclf for the prefeni with giving him 
three or four ]aflies, i«nd making bira thoroughly con- 
temptible in the eyes of the world. But foon alter Swift 
Jiad further occafion for fexerting all his powers . againft 
the unfortunate M'hitlhed. Swift. 

This treatife fprcad very faft, npon which a pcrfon in 
great oiTice fcnt in hafte for the Chief Juiiice (Whitihed) 
and informed him of a fcditious, factious, and virulent 
pamphlet lately publifiied, with a dcfignof fetiing the twa 

kingdoics 
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the encouragement whereof there are fo many 
Lite-laws in England, we countenance fo well, 

that 



Joms at variance, direifling at the fame time that 
3rinter ihould be profecuted with the utmoft rigour- 
The Chief Juftice had fo quick anunderftanding that 
folvcd, if poiEble, to outdo his orders.— The printer* 

feized, and forced to give great bail: The jury 

ght him in not guilty, although they had been ciil- 

ith the utmoft induftry: The Chief JuJIice fent them 

nine times, and kept them eleven hours, until, be- 
ired out, they M'ere forced to leave the matter to the 
•y of the judge, by what they call a fpccial vsrdiiU 
ng the trial the Cbitf Juflice, among other (Ingula- 
s, laid hiihand on his breaft, and protefted folemnly 

the author's defign was to bring in the Pretender: 
the caufe being fo very odious and impopular, the 

of the vcrdliTt was deferred from one term to ano- 
, until upon (theD. of G — ft-n) the Lord Lieutenant's 
ral, his Grace, after mature advice and pcrmiflion 

England, was pleafed lo grant a noli profequi. See 
t's letter to Pope, of Jan. lo. 1721. Haivkcf. 
lis piece Srft turned the tide of popularity in the au- 
's favour. 

hen the author had finifhcd Gulliver's travels, he 
d an opening to indulge his love of politics, and to- 
nence a patx'iotfor Ireland: And he made nfe of the 
rtuuity, by increafing; the' natural jealoufy which 
eiTcr ifland conftantly entertains of the greater. His 
:ife, or propcfal, immediately raifcd a very violent 
;. The printer was prrfecuted: And the prof jcu- 
had the fame elfedb, which generally attends thofe 

of meafures; it added feuel to the fiamc. But his 
telt enemies muft confefs, that the pamphlet is mi k- 
n the ftyle of a man, who had the good of his country 
eft his heart; who faw her errors, and wiflicd to 
ecttheni; who ftlt her oppreiFions, and wiflied to 
ve them ; and v/ho had a dellre to roufe and awakea 
Ee3 an 
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that the landlords are every-where hj penal claufcs 
abfolutcly prohibiting their tenants from plough- 
ing *, not fatisfied to confine them within cer- 
tain limitations, as is the pra£^ice of the Engllfh; 
one effeft of which is already feen in the prodi- 
gious dearnefs of corn, and the importation of it 
from London, as the cheaper market. And bc- 
caufe people are the riches of a country^ and that 
our neighbours have done, and are doing, all that 
in them lies to make our wool a drug to us, and 
a monopoly to them ; therefore the politic gen- 
tlemen of Ireland have depopulated vaft traftsof 
the beft land, for the feeding of (beep. 

I could fill a volume, as large as the hijlory 
cfthe ivife men £/* Gotham, with a catalogue only 
of fome ivonderful laws and cufloms we have ob- 
ferved within thirty years pad. It is true in- 
deed, our beneficial traffic of wool with France 
hath been our only fupport for feveral years paft, 
furnifhing us with all the little money we have 
to pay our rents and go to market. But our 
merchants aflure me, this trade hath received a 
great damp by the prefent fluEluating condition of the 
coin in France: that moji of their ivine is paid for 

in- 

an indolent nation from a lethargic difpoiition^ that 

might prove fatal to her conftitution. Orrtry. See A» 

excclhnt neiv fong on afeditisus pawphUt, Vol. XL 

• It was the praAice of Irifh farmers to wear oat their 
ground with ploughing, neither manuring nor letting it 
Jie fallow; and when their leafes were near expircdi 
they ploughed even the meadows, and made fuch havock, 
that the landlords, by their zeal to prevent it, were be- 
trayed into this pernicioiis mcafurc Havfkef^ 
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in fpecie^ without carrying thither any commodity 
from hence. 

However, fince we are fo univerfally bent up- 
on enlarging our Jlocks^ it may be worth inqui- 
ring, what we fhall do with our wool, in cafe 
Barnftable * ihould be over-ftocked, and our 
French commerce ihould fail ? 

I could wifli the parliament had thought fit to 
have fufpended their regulation of church matters, 
and enlargements of the prerogative, until a 
more convenient time, becaufe they did not ap- 
pear very preffing, at lead to the pcrfons princi" 
pally concerned; and, inftead of thefe great re- 
finements 'm politics and divinity y had amufed thtm" 
felves and their committees a little with the Jlate 
efthe nation. For example : What if the Houfe 
of Commons had thought fit to make a refolu- 
tion, nemine contradicente, againft wearing any 
cloth or ftuflF in their families, which were not 
of the growth and manufadlure of this kingdom ? 
What if they had extended it fo far as utterly to 
exclude all filks, velvets, callicoes, and the whole 
lexicon of female fopperies; and declared that 
whoever afted otherwife, Ihould be deemed and 
reputed aft enemy to the nation ? What if they had 
fcnt up fuch a refolution to be agreed to by the 
Houfe of Lords ; and by their own praftice and 
encouragement fpread the execution of it in their 
feveral counties ? What if we fhould agree to 
make burying in woollen a fapmn, as our neigh- 
bours 

• A fea-port in Devon fhi re, at that time the principal 
market in England for IrilU wool, Haitfkef. 
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bours have made it a ianv? What if the ladies 
would be content with Irifh (lufFs for the furni- 
ture of their houfes, for gowns and petticoats for 
themfelvcs and their daughters ? Upon the whole, 
and to crown all the reft, let a firm refolution 
be taken by male 2J[\di female never to appear with 
one fingle fired that comes from England; ani 
let all the people fay^ Amen. 

I hope, and believe, nothing cotild pleafe hiJ 
Majefty better than to hear, that his loyal fob* 
jecls of both fexes in this kingdom * celebrated 
his birth'diiy (now approaching) univerfally clad 
in their own manufacture. Is there virtue e- 
nough left in this deluded pe'ople to fave them 
from the brink of ruin ? If the mens opinions 
may be taken, the ladies will look as handfome 
in ftuffs as in brocades \ and, fince all wiU be 
equal, there may be room enough to employ 
their wit and fancy in chufingand matching pat- 
terns and colours. I heard the late Archbifhop 
of Tuam mention a pleafant obfervation of feme 
body's; that Ireland nvould never be happy until a 
law nvere made for burning every thing that came 
yj-o/;; England, except their people and their coals ^ 
I mufl confefs, that as to the former, I fliould 
not be ferry if they would ftay at home ; and for 
the latter, I hope, in a little time we fliall have 
no occafion for them. 

Non tanti mttra ejly non tantijudicis of rum ; 

but 

• Her Grace the Dutchefs of Dorfet, the Lord Lieu- 
tenant's Lady, is faid to have appeared at the cafih ia 
I>ubljn, wholly clad in the manufa<5tiu*c of Ireland on his 
Majelly's birth-day 1 753. Hawkef, 



f 

I 



•P IRISH MANUFACTUKE. 333 

but I fbould rejoice to fee 2iJ}ay^lace from Eng- 
land be thought fcandalauff and become a topic 
for cenfure at vifits and tea-tables. 

If the unthinking fhop-keepers in this town 
had not been utterly deftitute of common fenfe, 
they would have made fome propofal to the parlia^ 
mnty with a petition to the purpofe I have men- 
tioned : Promifingto improve the cloths and Jiuff"! 
(if the nation into all pojjible degrees of Jinenefs and 
colours f and engaging not to play the knave ^ according 
to their cufiom, by exaBing and impofing upon thi 
noh'dity and gentry ^ either as to the prices or the good" 
nifs. For I remember, in London, upon a ge- 
neral mourning, the rafcally mercers and tvoollen* 
draperi would in four and twenty hours raife 
their cloths znd Jlks to above a double price ; and 
if the mourning continued long, then come 
iHiining with petitions to the court, that they wen 
ready to Jlarve, and their fineries lay upon their 
hands. 

I could wifh our fhop-keepers would imme- 
diately think on this propofal^ addreffing it to all 
pcrfons of quality and others-, but firlt be furc 
to get fome body who can write fenfe to put it 
into form. 

I think it needlefs to exhort the clergy to follow 
this good example ; becaufe /;/ a little time thofe 
among them^ who arefo unfortunate to have had their 
hirtb and education in this country y will think them* 
felves abundantly happy y when they can afford Irifh 
crape and an Athlone hat ; and as to the others, 
J pall not prefume to direft them- I have indeed 

feen 
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fecn the prefent Archbifhop of Dublin* clad 
from head to foot in our own manufafture 5 and 
yet, under the rofe be itfpoken, hit Grace defir* 
veth as good a gown^ as if he had not been born a* 
ntong us. 

I have not courage enough to offer one fyllablc 
on this fubjed^ to their honours of the army; nei- 
ther have I fufficiently conhdercd the great im- 
portance oifcarlet and gold^lace. 

The fable in Ovid of Arachne and Pallas is to 
this purpofc. The goddefs had heard of one 
Arachne, a young virgin very famous for fpin- 
ning and nveaving: They both met upon a trial 
of (kill ; and Pallas finding herfelf almoft equal- 
led in her own art, ftung with rage and envy, 
knocked her rival down, and turned her into a 
fpider; injoining her to /pin and weave for ever 
out of her own bowels ^ and in a very narrow corrh 
fa/s. I confefs, that from a boy I always pitied 
poor Arachne, and could never heartily love the 
goddefs on account of fo cruel and unjujl afentence\ 
which however, is fully executed upon us by Eng- 
land, with further additions of rigour znd feverityj 
for the greateft part of our bowels and vitals is ex- 
tradled, without allowing us f the liberty oifpin' 
ning and weaving them. 

The 
• Dr King. 

+ In the fpring 1753, ^^^ parliament of England pafled 
an a<5l for permitting the exportation of wool< and wool* 
len or bay yarn, from any port in Ireland to any port in 
England; which was before prohibited. And, 

In the winter I753, the Irifh parliament prohibited tli« 
importation of gold and filver lace, except eftbe tnnHf 
faCiure e/ England. Hawkt^f, 
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The fcripture tells us, that oppreffion maleth a 
e man mad; therefore, confequently fpeaking, 

reafon why fome men are not madj is be- 
ife they are not ivife : However, it were to be 
hed, that opprejjion would in time teach a 
le nvlfdom to fools. 

[ was much delighted with a perfon, who hath 
reat eftate in this kingdom, upon his com- 
ints to me, honv grievoujly poor England yj^rj 
impofttions from Ireland : That we convey our 
n ivool to France in fptte of all the harpies at 
ctiftom-houfe : 27>^/ Afr Shuttleworth, ando^ 
rs on the Chefhire coajls^ are fuch fools to fell us 
ir bark at a good price for tanning our own hides 
7 leather ; with other enormities of the like weight 
I kind. To which I will venture to add morej 
t the mayoralty of this city is always executed by 
inhabitant^ and often by a native^ which might 
well be done by a deputy with a moderate /alary y 
hereby poor England lofeth at leaf one thoufand 
nds a-^year upon the balance : That the govern- 
; of this kingdom cofls the Lord Lieutenant three 
ufandftx hundred pounds a^year ;fo much net lofs 
poor England : That the people of Ireland pre^ 
ne to dig for coals in their own grounds ; and 

farmers in the county of Wicklow fend their 
fto the very market of Dublin, to the great dif 
tragement of the coal-trade of Moftyn * and 
liitehaven : That the revenues of the poft-office 
re.fo righteoujly belonging to the Englifli treafury^ 
ariftng chief y from our own commerce with each 

other^ 

Moftyn in Flintfliire, and Whitehaven in Cumberland. 
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tiherjjbould he remitted to LfOndon clogged wit 
grievous burthen of efcchange ; and the pefifion 
9ut of the Irifh revenues to £ngliih favourites^ 
Ue under the fame dif advantage y to the great 
the grafttees* When a divine isfent over to a 1 
prick here^ vjith the hopes of five and twenty 
dred pounds a^year^ and upon his arrival he 
alas ! a dreadful difcount often ortweh^ per 
A judge, or a commiffioner of the revenue^ h 
fame caufe of complaint. Laftly, The hatlac 
Cotter is vehemently fufpeBed to he Irifh f 
failure ; and yet is allowed to he fung in ou\ 
flreetSj under the very nofe of the govern me 

Thefe are ay^iw, among the many hard 
we put upon that poor kingdom of £ng 
for which, I am confident, every honefi 
wiflieth a remedy : And I hear, there is a 
jeft on foot for tranfporting our bed wh 
flraw by fea and land carriage to Dunft 
and obliging us by a law to take oil' yearly fo 
tun of Jlraw-hats for the ufe of our woi 
-which will be a great encouragement to the n 
failure of that induftrious town. 

I would be glad to learn among the dii 
whether a law to bind men without their o^vt 
fent be obligatory in foro conjcientiet ; beca 
find fcripture, Sanderfon, and Suarez, 
wholly filent on the matter. The oracle o 
fon^ the great law of nature^ and general 
nion of civilians, where-cver they treat of li 
governments^ are indeed decifive enough. 

It is wonderful to obferve the bias amon) 
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Ic in favour of things j perfons^ and warer 
11 kinds, that come from England. The 
er tells his hawkers^ that he has got an exceU 
new fong jujl brought from London. I have 
jwbat of a tendency that way myfelf ; and 
I hearing a coxcomb from thence difplaying 
elf with great volubility upon the park^ the 
houfcy the operay the gaming ordinaries^' it was 
beget in me a kind of veneration for his 
J and accompliftiments. It is not many years 
: I remember a perfon^ who by his ftyie and 
ature fcems to have been the cf^r^eElor of a 
je-prefs in fome blind-alley about Little-Bri- 
, proceed gradually to be an author, at leaft 
ranjlator of a lower rate, although fomevvhat 
larger bulk than any that now Jlourijhes in 
bftrcet ; and upon the flrength of this foun- 
3n come over here^ erecl himfelf up into 
rator and politician^ and lead a kingdom after 
. This, I am told, was the very motive that 
ailed on the f author of a play called. Love 
holloiV'treey to do us the honour of a vifit ; 
aming, with very good reafon, that he was a 
er of a fuperior clafs. I know another^ who 
hirty years pad hath been the common Jlnndard 
upidity in England, where he was never heard 
inute in any ajfembly^ or by any party^ with 
non Chrijlian treatment ; yet upon his arrival 
er could put on 2i face of importance and autho^ 
OL. III. F f rity, 

Suppofed to be Caefar's Commefttirfcs, dedicated to 
>tikc of MarJborougb, by Col. Biadeii. 
Lord Crimfton. 
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r/Vv, talk more than fix, without either graceful' ! 
m/Sf propriety J or weaning ; and at the fame time 
be admired and followed as the pattern of elo- 
quence and wifdom. 

Nothing hath humbled me fo much, or (hewn 
a greater difpofition to a contemptuous treatment 
of Ireland in fome chief governors ^ than that 
high ilyle of feveral fpeeches from the throne^ 
delivered, as ufual, after the royal ajfent^ in fome 
periods of the two laft reigns. Such cxaggera- 
rations of the prodigious condefcenftons in the 
prince to pafs thofe good laivs^ would have but an 
odd found at Weftminfter : neither do I appre- 
hend, how any good law can pafs, wherein the 
king^s intercft is not as much concerned as that 
of the people. I remember, after a fpeech on 
the like occafion delivered by my Lord * Whar- 
ton, (I think it was his laft) he defired Mr Ad- 
difon to ofh my opinion on it : My anfwer was, 
TZ'fl/ Ijis Excellency had very honeflly forfeited kis 
head on account of one paragraph; tuherein he aj' 
fertedy by plain confequence^ a difpenfmg power in 
the ^leen. His Lordfhip owned if was true, 
but fwore the words were put into his mouth by 
direct orders from court. From whence it is 
clear, that fome miniflers in thofe times were 
apt, from their high elevation, to look down up- 
on this kingdom, as if it had been one of their 
colofiies of outcafls in America. And I obferved 
a little of the fame turn of fpirit in fome great 
men, from whom I expefted better j althoughj 

to 

• Lord Lieutenant. 
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to do them great juftice, it proved no point of 
dilTiculty to make them correci their idea^ whereof 

the luhole nation quickly found the benefit. 

But that is forgotten. How the ftyle hath fince 
run, I am wholly a ftranger, having never feeh a 
fpeech fince the lad of the Queen. 

I would now expoltulate a little with our 
country-landlords 5 who, by unmeafurablcytrfix;- 
viy and racking their tenants all over the king- 
dom, have alrea«ly reduced the miferable people 
to a worfe condition than the peafant? in France, 
or t!ie vdjais in Germany and Poland ; fo that 
the w\\Q\t fpeclcs of v/hat wc call fuhjlantial far-* 
mersy will in a very few years be utterly at aa 
end. It was plcafant to obt'erve thefe gentle- 
men labouring with all their might for preventing 
the bifljopf from letting their revenues at a mode- 
rate half value, (whereby * the whole order -wovXi 
in an age have been reduced to manifeft begga- 
ry) at the very inftant when they were every- 
where canting f their own land upon fliort lea- 
fes, and (acrificing their oldejl tenants for a penny 
an acre advance. I know not how it comes to 
pafs, (and yet perhaps I know well enough) that 
fiaves have a natural difpofition to be tyrants^ 
and that when my betters give me a kick, I am 
apt to revenge it with fix upon my footman ; al- 
F f 2 though 

• Whcrcl>y, that is, by preventing iKe biftiops revenues 
from beioglet at half value. See this pofition explained 
and proved in thetradt called. Arguments agatnft enlarging 
tbeftwer cf bijbops. Vol. IV. Hjtvkff. 

t Camting their land iS letting it to the hi;rbe(l: bidder.— 
Ctnt fignifiea the fame as auction. Havkef, 
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though perhaps he may be an honed and diligent 
fellow. I have heard great divines afHrm, that 
nothing is fo likely to call donvn an univerfal judge*' 
nietit from heaven upon a nation^ as univerfal op' 
prejfion ; and whether this be not already verified 
in part, their vjorJhipSy the landlords, are now at 
full Icifure to confider. Whoever, travels thii 
country, and obferves tht face of nature, or the 
fut's and habits, and dwellings of the natives^ 
will hardly think himfelf in a land where lav)^ 
religion^ or common humanity^ is profefled. 

1 cannot forbear faying one word upon a thing 
they call a bank^ which I hear is projecting in 
this town *. I never fav/ the propofals^ nor un- 
derhand any one particular of their fchemc: 
What 1 wifli for at prefent, is only a fufficicnt 
provifion of hempy and caps^ and helh^ to diftri* 
bute according to the feveral degrees of honefj 
and prudence in fome perfons* I hear only of a 
monllrous fum already named; and if others 
do not foon hear of it too, and hear with a vf«- 
geance^ then am I a gentleman of lefs fagacity 
than myfelf, and a very few befides, take me to 
be. And the jefl will be ftill the better if it be 
true, as judicious perfons have aflured me, that 
one half is altogether imaginary. The matter 
will be likcwifc much mended, if the merchants 
continue to carry olF our gold, and our gold- 
fmiths to melt down our heavy (ilver. 

A LET- 

• This project for a hank in Ireland Wmtfooa afterwardf 
brought into pafUftmenti and rejected, tiawkef^ 
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A LETTER to the Shop-keepers^ 
Tradeftnen^ Farmers^ and Common 
People of Ireland, concerning the 
Brass Half-pence coined by one 
\ViLLiAM Wood Hard- ware- man, 
with a dcfign to have thcni pafs in this 
kingdom. 

Wherein is (liewn the power of his pa-- 
tent^ the value of liis half-pencey 
and how far every perfbn may be ob- 
liged to take tl.e fame in payments, 
and how to behave himfclf, in cafe 
fuch an attempt iliould be made by 
>Vood, or any other perfbn. 

(Very proper to be kept in every faioily.) 

By M. B. DR APIER. • 

Written in the year 1724. 

[Abont the year 17^2, when Charles Duke of Graftoa 
^aj Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, one "Williani "Wood, an 
hard-ware-man and a bankrupt, alledging the great want 
of coppcr-raoncy in that kingdom, procured a patent for 
coining 108,000]. to pafs there as current money. The 
Dean believing this mcafure to be a vile job from the be- 
ginning to the end, and that the chief procnrerf of the 
patent were to be /harers in the profits which would a- 
rife from thernin of a kingdom, aifumed the character of 
x Draper, which for fome reafon he chofe toM'rite Drapier, 
and in the following letters warned the people not to re- 
ceive the coin which was then fcnt over. 

* Dr Swift havin<T retired from the political world, 

and amufed himfelf for three or four years M-ith poetry, 

Ff3 convcrfation 
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convcpfation, and trifles, (which is perhaps the fineft 
ted of a thorough confunimate genius, that is above all 
particular fydems and hypocritical' pretences to philo- 
fophy,) being alarmed in 1724 with freih matter of indig* 
nation to refume his pen, boldly withftood the whole ' 
force of an infamous projeftor, encouraged and fnpport- 
cd in his villany by thofe who were underftood to be the 
chief director* in all public affairs. The proje<5l of this 
impudent fallow was, by virtue of a patent, which he bad 
fraudulently obtained by the intereft of the then favourite 
Chryfcis, to coin half-pence for Ireland, at about elevea 
parts in twelve under the real value, and force their 
currency in that kingdom ; "which, notwithftandinghis 
patent, fuppoflng that he had made his half- pence ever 
fo good, no man living was obliged, or, by virtue of the 
prerogative of the Crown, could be obliged to receive in 
any payment whatever ; nothing being in truth the cur- 
rent coin of England or Ireland, bcfidesgold and {liver of 
the right (lerllng and (landard ; the bafer metals being 
only accepted for the conveniency of change, which e- 
very man that pleafes may rejecft whenever he thinks 
proper, without being afraid to incur any penalty from 
the law. Tiiis whole matter the Do<ftor laid open in a 
Jliort treatife, the Drapier^ firft letter. Sivift, 

The judicious reader cannot but obferve, that in this 
letter the author hath adapted his ftyle, his phrafes, his 
humour, and his addrefs, in a very wonderful manner, to 
the tafte and appreheniion of the populace. Neither in- 
deed is the title-page wholly void of that captivating; 
rhetoric which is admired by the common people; for it 
concludes like that of the whole duty of man^ verj prefer 
to be kept in every famllj. Swift, 
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LETTER I. * 

To the Tradefmen, Shop-keepers, Farmers, and 
Country-people in general, of the kingdom of 
Ireland. 

Srethren^ friendsj countrymen^ ?LnA fellow-fuhjeBfy 

WHAT I intend now to fay to you, is, next 
to your duty to God and the care of your 
alvation, of the greateft concern to yourfelves 

and 

• The firft five of the Drapier's letters were publifhed 
I pamphlets at different times. The fixth and feventh 
ere firft publiihed in I735> in the 4th volume of the Du- 
ia edition of Dr Swift's works. 

The fixth and feventh of the Drapiei^'s letters were 
'ocured from a friend of the author's j in the original 
anufcript, as we are aifured; and have good reafon to 
rlieve : thofe who are better judges, will foon determine 
hether they are genuine or not. It is the opinion of 
veral wife men, that the Drapier's letters, and the o- 
icr writings relating to our poor country [Ireland] may 
J very ufeful to pofterity, by warning them for the fu- 
ire to oppofe the fame, or the like evil dcfignsy however 
aufible they may at firft appear to unthinking people ; 
• however artfully they may be reprefcnted (like this de- 
ructive proje<St of William "Wood) by thofe who were ta 
vide the fpoil with that impoftor ; or, laftly, by profti- 
itc flatterers, who are fure to find their priratc ac- 
lunt in the ruin of the kingdom ; which ruin would have 
^rtainly followed, if the author, whoever he was, had 
[>t publiihed his letters in the mo ft proper juncture, and 
tted to all forts of readers : whereby in two. or or three 
lonths he turned the whole nation, almoft to a man, a- 

ainft that initjuitctis fcheme. The letter to the Lord 

liancelior Middktoa is written with much caution^ 

becaufe 
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an J your children ; your bread and clothingj and 
every common nectilary of life, entirely depend 
upon it. Therefore I do moft earneftly exhort 
you as men^ as ChrtfiiatiSj as parents^ and as lenders 
of your country y to read this paper with the utmoft 
attention, or get it read to you by others ; which 
that you may do at the Icfs expence, I have or- 
dered the printer to fell it at the lowed rate. 

It is a great fault among you, that when a per- 
fon writes with no other intention than to do you 
goodf you will not be at the pains to read Lis advices. 

One 

becaufe the author confeiTes himfclf to be Dean of St Pa* 
trick's ; and I could difcoTer his name fabfcrihed at xht 
end of the original, althoTigh blotted oat by fome other 
hand. I can give no other reafun why it was not printed, 
thnn what 1 have heard } that the writer finding how ef- 
fe(5lnally the Drapier had fncceeded, and at the fame time 
how highly the people in power feeraed to be difpleafed, 
thought it more prudent to keep the paper in his cabi- 
net.— —There is but a fitiall part of the addrefs to both 
Houfes of parliament that relateth to' "Wood and his coin. 
The reft contains feveral propofals for the imprdTement 
of Ireland, the many difcouragements it lies under, and 
what are the beft remedies againft them.— By many 
paiTages in the other letters, but particularly in the ad- 
drefs, concerning the great drain of money from Ireland 
by abfentees, importation of foreign goods, balance of 
trade, and the like, it appears that the author had taken 
much pains, and been well informed in the bufinefs of 
computing; all his reafonings upon that fubjedl, althongh 
he does not defcend to particular fums, agreeing general* 
ly with the accounts riven by others, who have fince 
made that inqviry their particular ftudy. And it isob- 
fervable, that in the addrefs, as well as in one of the o- 
ther letters, he hath fpecified feveral important articlei 
that have not been IolVau. xvox^cc «C b^ others who came 
mfter him. Duh, tdiu 
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One copy of this paper may ferve a dozen of 
you, which will be lefs than a farthing a-piece» 
It ift your folly that you have no common or ge- 
neral intereft in your view, not even the wifcll 
tmong you ; neither do you know, or inquire, 
or care, who are your friends, or who are your 
enemies. 

About four years ago, a little book was writ- 
ten, to advife all people to wear the manufaSiures 
%f this our own dear country *. It had no other 
defign, faid nothing againil the king or parlia* 
mint, or any perfon whatfocver | yet the poor 
printer was profecuted two years with the utmoll 
violence, and even fome weavers themfelves 
(for whofe fake it was written) being upon the 
JUJiY y/ound him guilty. This would be enough 
to difcourage any man from endeavouring to do 
you good, when you will either neglccl him, or 
fly in his face for his pains ; and when he mufl 
ezpe£b only danger tohimfelfy and to be fined and 
imprifoned, perhaps to his ruin* 

However, 1 cannot butiwarn vou once more 
of the manifeil deitrudlion before your eyes, if 
you do not behave yourfelves as you ought. 

I will therefore fitft tell you iht plain Jlory of 
the fact ; and then- 1 will lay before you how 
you ought to a£l, in common prudence, accord- 
ing to the laws of your country. 

The fa5i is this : It having been many years 

fince COPPER HALF^PENCE or FARTHINGS 

were lall coined in this kingdom, they have been 

for 
* A propofal fbr the ufe of IriAi xnanufadlurci. 
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for fomc time very fcarce, and many counterfeits 
paflcd about, under the name of raps : Several 
applications were made to England, that we 
might have liberty to coin new ones^ as in former 
times we did •, but they did not fucceed. At 
lad one Mr AVood, a meany ordinary man^ a hard' 
ivare'daihry procured a patent^ under his Alaje' 
Jlfs head J'ealy to coin 108,000/. in copper for 
this kingdom ; which patent, however, did not 
obliy;e any one here to take them, unlefs they 
pleafed. Now you muft know, that the half- 
pence ^nd farthings in England pafs for very liitle 
more than they are worth \ and if you fhould 
be u them to pieces, and fell them to the bra* 
zitTy you would not lofe much above a penny in 
a ihilllng. But Mr Wood made his haJf-pence of 
fuch bife metal, and fo much fmaller than the 
Engliili ones, that the brazier would hardly give 
you above a penny of good money for zfhil/ingoi 
his : 80 that this fum of 108,000/. in good gold 
and filvcr mull be given for tra/h^ that will not 
be worth above eight jar nine thoufand pounds real 
value. But this is not the worft ; for Mr Wood, 
when he pleafes, may by ftealth fend over ano- 
ther 108,000/. and buy all our goods for eleven 
parts in tnvelve under the value. For example, 
if a hatter fells a dozen of hats for five fhilUngs 
a-piece, which amounts to three pounds y and re- 
ceives the payment in Wood's coin, he really re- 
ceives only the value oi five fJji I lings. 

Perhaps, you will wonder how fuch an ordi- 
pary fellow y as this Mr Wood, could, have h 

much 
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much intereft as to get his Majesty's broad feal 
for fo great a fum of bad money to be fent to this 
poor country ; and that all the nobility and gentry 
here could not obtain the fame favour, and let us 
make our own half-pence y as we ufed to do. Now 
I will make that matter %'^ery plain : We are at a 
great diftance from the King's courty and have 
no body there to folicit for us, although a great 
number of lords and ^fquires^ whofe eftates arc 
here, and are our countrymen, fpend all their 
lives 2LViA fortunes there : but this fame Mr Wood 
was able to attend conftantly for his own intereit 5 
he is an Englifhman, and had great friends, and it 
. feems knew very well nvhere to give money to thofc 
that would fpeak to others that could fpeak to 
the King, and would tell a fair flory. And his 
Majefyy and perhaps the great lord, or lords who 
advifed him, might think it was for our own 
country* s good : And fo, as the lawyers exprefs it, 
the King was deceived in his grant, which often 
happens in all reigns. And I am fure if his Ma^ 
jejly knew that fuch a patent, if it (hould take 
dfeft, according to the defire of Mr Wood, 
would utterly ruin this kingdom, which hath 
given fuch great proofs of its loyalty^ he would 
immediately recal it, and perhaps (hew his dif- 
pleafure to fome body or other : But a word to the 
wife is enough. Moft of you mult have heard 
with what anger our honourable Houfe of Commons 
received an account of this ^ood^s patent. There 
were (ev ernl fne Jpeeches mr.de upon it, and plain 
proofs that it was all a wicked cheat from the bot-* 

torn 



348 The DRAPIER's LETTERS. 

tcm to the top ; and kytxzXfmart votes were print- 
ed, which that fame Wood had the aflurance to 
anfwer likewife in prints and in fo confident a 
way, as if he were a better man than our ivhole 
parliament put together. 

This Wood, as foon as his patent was paffed, 
or foon after, fends over a great many barrels of 
thofe half-pence to Cork, and other fea-port towns^ 
and, to get them off, offered an hundred pounds 
in his coin (or /event y or eighty in filver : but the 
collecfors of the King's cuiloms very honeflly re- 
fufed to take them, and fo did almoft every body 
clfe. And Cnce the parliament hath condemned 
them, and defired the King that they might be 
(lopped, all the kingdom do abominate them. 

But Wood is flill working underhand to force 
his half-pence upon us ; and if he can, by the help 
of his friends in England, prevail fo far as to get 
an order that the commijfioners and colleBors of 
the King's money fhall receive them, and that 
the army is to be paid with them, then he thinks 
his work fhall be done. And this is the difficulty 
you will be under in fuch a cafe ; for the com- 
mon foldier, when he goes to the market or alcn 
houfcy will offer his money \ and if it be rcfufed, 
perhaps he will fivagger and he6lor^ and threatea 
to beat the butcher or ale^wife^ or take the goods 
by force, and throw them the bad half-pence. In 
this, and the like cafes, the fhop^-keeper or vi8u' 
allery or any other trade/man^ has no more to do 
than to demand ten times the price of his goods, 
if it is to be paid in Wood's money •, for example, 

twenty 
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twenty-pence of that money for a quart of ale^ 
and fo in all things elfe, and not part with his 
goods till he gets the money. 

For fuppofe you go to an ale^houfe with that 
bafe money, and the landlord gives you a quart 
for four of thofe half-pence^ what muft the viifu" 
aller do ? His brewer will not be paid in that coin, 
or if the brewer Ihould be fuch a fool, the far* 
mers will not take it from them for their * bere^ 
becaufe they are bound, by their leafes, to pay 
their rents in good and lawful money of England, 
which this is not, nor of Ireland neither, and 
the Yqtnre, their landlord, will never be fo be- 
witched to take fuch irajh for his land ; fo that 
[ it muft certainly ftop fomewhere or other; and 
I where-ever it ftops, it is the fame thing, and wc 
\ are all undone. 

The common weight of thefe half-^pence is be- 
tween four and five to an ounce ; fuppofe five, 
then three (hillings and four-pence will weigh a 
pound, and confequently twenty fiiillings will 
Weigh fix pounds hutter-weight. Now there are 
many hundred farmers^ who pay two hundred 
pounds a-year rent ; therefore when one of thefe 
farmers comes with his half-year's rent, which 
is one hundred pounds, it will be at lead fix hun«* 
dred pound weight, which is three horfes load. 
If a f quire has a mind to come to town to buy 
cloa'hs, and wine, and fpices, for himfelf and fa- 
mily, or perhaps to pafs the winter here, he mufl 
bring with him five or fix horfes leaden with 
Vol. III. G g facks^ 

• A fort o£ barley in Ireland. 
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fachs^ as the farmers bring their com ; and when 
his lady comes in her coach to our (hops, it muft 
be followed by a car loaded with Mr Wood's 
money. And I hope we (liall have the grace to 
take it for no more than it is worth. 

They fay 'Squire Conolly * hath ftxteen thou- 
fand pounds a-year ; now if he fends for his rent 
to town, as it is likely he doth, he muft have two 
hundred and fifty horfes to bring up his half- 
year's renty and two or three great cellars in*his 
houfe for ftowage. But what the hankers will do, 
I cannot tell : for I am aflured, that fome great 
h ankers keep by them forty thoufand pounds in 
ready cafh, to anfwer all payments : which fum, 
in Mr Wood's money, would require twelve 
hundred horfes to carry it. 

For my own part, I am refolved already what 
to do : I have a pretty good fhop of Irifh fluffs 
and ftlks ; and inftead of taking Mr Wood's bad 
copper, I intend to truck with my neighbours 
the butchers^ and bakers^ and brewers \ the reft, 
goods for goods : and the little gold and fther I 
have, I will keep by me, like my heart's blood, 
till better times, or until I am jufl ready to flarvc, 
and then I will buy Mr Wood's money, as my 
father did the brafs-money in King James's time, J*^^ 
who could buy ten pounds of it with a guintai 
and I hope to get as much for a piftole^ and fo 
purchafe bread from thofe who will be fuch fools 
as to fell it me. 

Thefe half-pencey if they once pafs, will foon 
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be counterfeited^ becaufe it may be cheaply done, 
th^Jlufi^ fo bafe. 'The Dutch likewife will pro- 
bably do the fame thing, and fend them over to 
us to pay for our gocds ; and Mr Wood will never 
be at icit, but coin on 5 fo that in fome years we 
fliall have at kafl five times 108,000/. of this 
lumLr. Now, the current money of this king- 
dom is not reckoned to be above four hundred 
thoufand pounds in all ; and while there is a 
ftlver fixpence left, thefe blocd-fuckers will ne- 
ver be quiet. 

When once the kingdom is reduced to fuch a 
condition, I will tell you what mud be the end: 
The gentlemen cf efates will all turn off their te^ 
Hants for want of payments, becaufe, as I told 
you before, the tenants are obliged by their leafes 
to pay Jierlingy which is lawful current money 
of England : then they will turn their own far^ 
tners, as too many of them do already; run all 
into Jheep where they can, keeping only fuch 
other cattle as are neceflary, then they will 
be their own merchants^ and fend their wool^ 
and buttery and hides ^ and linens beyond fea, for 
ready moneys and ivine^ 2Lnd /pices, znd fliss. They 
will keep only a few miferable r«?//^^^r/; the 
farmers muft rob^ or heg^ or leave their country ; 
the fhop'keepers in this and every other town muft 
break znd flarve ; for it is the landed man that 
maintains the merchant , 2ind fljop-keeper^ and han- 
dicraftfman» 

. But when the Yquire turns farmer and merchant 

himfelf, all the good money he gets from abroad 

G g 2 \v<i. 
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he will hoard up to fend for England, and keep 
fome poor taylor or Ht}eai>rry and the like, in his 
own houfe, who will be glad to get bread at any 
rate. 

I fhould never have done, if I were to tell you 
ftU the mifcries that we (hall undergo, if we be 
{ofool'tjh and wicked as to take this curfed cein^ 
It would be very hard, if all Ireland ihoQld be 
put into onefcaUy and this forry fellow Wood in- 
to the other, that Mr Wood fhould weigh down 
this nuhole kingdom^ by which England gets above 
% million of good money every year clear into 
iYi^ir pockets : And that is more than the Engliih 
do by all the world befidcs. 

But your ^r^^^ comfort is^ that as his Majeft/i 
patent doth not oblige you to take this moneyj lo 
the 4aws have not given the crown a power of 
forcing thtfubjeSf to take what money the King 
pleafcs; for then, by the fame reafons, w« might 
be bound to take pebbk-^onesy or cochte^JheUsy or 
Jfamped leather^ for cuf^ent coin^ if ever wc fliould 
happen to live under an ill prince^ who might 
likewife, by the fame power, make a guinea pafs 
for ten pounds^ TkJhilUng for twenty Jbilltngs^ and 
fo on ; by which he would, in a fhort time, get 
all the iilvcr and gold of the kingdom iq|:o his 
own hands, and leave us nothing but hrafs oi 
leathery or what he pleafcd. Neither is any 
thing reckoned more cruel and oppreffive in Jthc 
French government, than their common prafticc 
of calling in all thefr money, after they have 
funk it very low, and then coining it anew at a 

much 



LETTER I. 353 

much higher value; which, however, is not the 
thoufandth part fo wicked as this abominable fro* 
jeEl of Mr Wood. For the French give their 
fubje<fls^/v^r iorftlvery and gold for gold; but 
this Jellow will not fo much as give us good brafi 
or copper for our gold and Jilver, nor even a 
twelfth part of their worth. 

Having faid this much, I will now go on to 
tell you the judgment of fome great lawyers in 
this matter; whom I fee'd on purpofe for your 
fakes, and got their opinions under their hands, 
that 1 might be fure I went upon good grounds. 

A famous law-book, called the Mirrour of Ju- 
ftice, difcourjing of the charters (or laws ) ordain^ 
•ed by our ancient kings, declares the law to be as 
follows: It was ordained y that no king of this 
realm fhould change or impair the money, or make 
any other money than of gold or filver, without 
the affent of all the counties : that isy as my Lord 
Coke * foysy without the affent of parliament. 

This book is very ancient, and of great au- 
thority for the time in which it was written, and 
"With that chara6ier is often quoted by that great 
lawyer my Lord Coke f . By the laws of England, 
feveral metals are divided into lawful or true 
tnttalf and unlawful or falfe metal ; the former 
Ifbmprehends ^/y^r or goldy the latter all bafr 
metals : That the former is only to pafs in pay- 
ments, appears by an aft of parliament % made 
the twentieth year of Edward the firf^ called, 
G g 3 the 
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thejtatute concerning the pcijftng of pence ; which I 
give you here as I got it tranflated into Engliih; 
for fome of our lawt at that time were, as I 
am told, written in Latin : Whoever in buyingor 
felling prefumes to refufe an half -penny or farthing of 
lanvful money y bearing the flamp ivhich it ought to 
have J let him befeized on as a contemner of the Kin^s 
Majcjly^ and cafl into pr if on. 

By thcfati/te, no perfon is to be reckoned a 
contemner of the King^s Majifly^ and for that crime 
to be committed to prifon^ but he who refufeth to 
accept the King's coin made of laivful metal ; by 
which, as I obferved bsfore, fiver and gold only 
are intended. 

That this is the true conflruclion of the acl^ ap- 
pears not only from the plain meaning of the 
words, but from my Lord Coke's * obfervation 
upon it. By this a6l (fays he) it appears, that 
no fubjeft can be forced to take, in buying or fell- 
ings or other payment y any money made but of 
laivful metal; that is, oi fiver or gold. 

The law of England gives the king all mines 
of gold and fiver ; but not the mines of other 
tnetals ; the reafon of which prerogative or power, 
as it is given by my Lord Coke f, is becaufe 
money can be made of gold znA fiver y but not of 
other metals, 

Purfuant to this opinion, halfpence ^XiA far- 
things ivcre anciently made oi fiver y which is 
evident from the a6l of parliament of Henry the 
fourth, chap. 4. whereby it is enabled as follows: 

Itenty 
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Iterrty for the great fear city that is atprefeut within 
the realm o/' England of half-pence and farthings of 
filver, ;/ is ordained and ejlablifoedy that the third 
part of all the money of filvcr-plate which Jloall be 
brought to the bullion, fiall be made into half- 
pence and farthings. This (hews, that by the 
words halfpenny and farthing of lawful money 
in Xhdit Jlatnte concerning tht pajjing of pence, is 
meant a fmall coin in halfpence zn^ farthings of 

fd'uer. 

This is further manifeft from the ftatute of 
the ninth year of Edward the third, chap. 3. 
which enafts, that no ferling half-penny or jar ^ 
thing be molten for to make vejfels^ or any other 
tbingy by the goldfmiths, nor others, upon the for^ 

felt are of the monej/o molten (or melted). 

By another aft in this king's reign, black money 
was not to b.e current in England. And, by an aft 
made in the eleventh year of his reign, chap. 5. 
galley halfpence were not to pafs: What kind of 
coin thefe were, I do not know ; but I prefumc 
they were made of bafe metal. And thefe afts 
were no new laws, bi|t further declarations of 
the old laws relating to the coin. 

Thus the law ftands in relation to coin. Nor 
is there any example to the contrary, except one 
in Davis's reports, who tells us, that in the time 
of Tyrone's rebellion. Queen Elizabeth ordered 
money oi mixed metal to be coined in the Tower of 
London, and fent over hither for the payment 
of the army^ obliging all people to receive it*, and 
commanding that sUCi fiver money fliould be taken 

only 
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only as bullion -y that is, for as much as it weigh- 
ed. Davis tells us feveral particulars in this 
matter, too long here to trouble you with, and 
that the Privy-council of this kingdom obliged i 
Ttierckant in England to receive this mixt money 
for goods tranfmitted hither. 

But this proceeding is rejected by all the bed 
lawyers, as contrary to law, the Prtvy^o^cil 
here having no fuch legal power.- And befidesi 
it is to be confidered, that the Queen was then 
under great difficulties by a rebellion in this king' 
donty affifted from Spain ; and whatever is done 
in great exigencies and dangerous times, fhould 
never be an example to proceed by in feafons of 
peace and quietnefs, 

I will now, my dear friends, to fave you the 
trouble, fet before you in Ihort, what the law 
obliges you to do, and what it does not oblige 
you to. 

Firft, you are obliged to take all money in 
payments which is coined by the Kingy and is of 
the Englifti ftandard or weight, provided it be 
of gold or Jilver, 

Secondly, you are not obliged to take any 
Jnoney which is not of gold ox ftlver ; not only 
the half 'pence or farthings of England, but of 
any other country. And it is merely for conve- 
nience, or eafe, that you are content to take 
them J becaufe the cuftom of coining filver half* 
pence and farthings hath long been left off, I 
fuppofe on account of their being fubje£fc to be 
loft. 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, mach Icfs arc we obliged to take 
thofe vile halfpence of that fame Wood, by 
which you muil lofe almod eleven pence in every 
(hilling. 

Therefore, my friends, ftand to it one and all : 
Refufe xK\^ filthy trajb. It is no treafon to rebel 
againft Mr Wood. His Majefty^ in his patent, 
obliges no body to take thcfe half'pence : Our 
^aci&us prince hath xio fach ill advifcrs about 
him \ or if he had, yet you fee the laws have 
ROtleft it in the King's power to force us to take 
any cpin but what is lawful, of right ftandard^ 
^M zndjilver. Therefore you have nothing to 
fear. 

And let me, in the next place, apply myfelf 
particularly to you, who are the poorer fort of 
trade/men. Perhaps you may think you will 
pot be fo great lofers as the rich, if thefe half" 
pence (hould pafsj becaufc you feldom fee any 
fher^ and your cuftomers come to your fliopsor 
(lalls with nothing but irafs, which you like- 
wife find hard to be got. But you may take my 
word, whenever this money gains footing a- 
mong you, you will be utterly undone. If you 
Carry thcfe half-pence to a fliop for tobacco^ or 
hrandy^ or any other thing that you want ; the 
bop-keeper will advance his goods accordingly, 
or clfe he muft break, and leave the key under the 
door. Do you think I will fell you a yard of ten" 
penn^ fluff for twenty of Mr Wood's half-pence P 
Noj not under two hundred at leafi ; neither nvill 
I be at the trouble ofcoutUingy but weigh them in w 

lump* 
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lump. I will tell you one thing further, that if 
Mr Wood's proje£l (liould take, it would ruin 
even our beggars ; for when I give a beggar a 
half-penny, it will quench his thirft, or go a 
good way to fill his belly ; but the twelfth part 
of a half-penny will do him no more fcrvice, 
than if I fliould give him three pins out of my 
flceve. 

In fhort, thcfe kalf'^pence are like the accurfed 
thifi^f which, as tht/crifture tells us, the children 
ofUr-dd were forbidden to tourh: They will run 
about like the plague^ and dejlroy every one wh 
lays his hands upon them, I /have heard fcholars 
talk of a man who told the King, that he had in- 
vented a way to torment people by putting them 
into a bull of brafs with fire under it : But the 
prince put the projeBor firft into his brazen bull, 
to make the experiment. This very much re- 
fcmblcs the prcje^ of Mr Wood ; and the like 
of this may poffibly be Mr Wood's fate, that the 
brafs he contrived to torment this kingdom with, 
may prove his own torment, and his dcftruclion 
at lafl. 

N. B. The author of this paper is informed 
by pcrfons, who have made it their bufinefs to 
be exa6b in their obfervations on the true value 
of thefe halfpence^ that any perfon may expecftto 
get a quart of two-penny ale for thirty-fix oi them. 

I defire that M families may keep this paper 
carefully by them, to refrelh their memories, 

whenever 
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whenever they fliall have further notice of Mr 
Wood's half-pence, or any other the like im- 
pofture •• 

LETTER 

• At the found of the Drapier^s trumpet, a fpirit arofe 
among the people, that, in the eaftcrn phrafe, was like 
unto a tempeft in the day of the Vfhirlivind. Every perfon 
of every rank, party, and denomination, was convince^, 
that the admiffion of ^Vood*s copper muft prove fatal to 
the commonwealth. The Papitt:, the Fanatic, the Tory^ 
the Whig, all lifted themfelves voluntiers under the 
banner of M. B. Draper, and were all equally zealous to 
fcrv« the common caufe. Muck heat, and many fiery 
fpeeches againft the adminiftration, were the confe* 
quence of this union : Nor had the flames been allayed, 
aotwithftanding threats and proclamations, had not the 
coin been totally fupprcffed, and had not Wood with- 
drawn his patent. Orrery.— See the note at the end of 
letter V. 



LETTER 11. 

A LETTER to Mr Harding the printer, 
upon occafion of a paragraph in his 
news-paper of Aug. iri7 24^ relating 
to Mr Wood's Half-pence. 

IN your news-letter of the firft inftant there is 
a paragraph, dated from London, July 25tb, 
relating to Wood's half-pence; whereby ft is 
plain, what I foretold in my letter to the Jhop- 
keepers i &c. that this vile fellow would never be 
at reft, and that the danger of oar ruin ap^ 
proaches nearer; and therefore the lingdom 
requires new ^vl^ frejb warning. However, I 
take this paragraph to be, in a great meafure, 
an impofition upon the public ; at leaft I hope 
fo, becaufe I am informed that Wood is gene- 
rally his own news-writer; I cannot but obferve 
from that paragraph, that this public enemy of 
ours, not fatisfied to ruin us with his trajb^ 
takes every occafion to treat this kingdom with 
the utmoft contempt. He rcprefents feveral of 
our merchants and traders^ upon examination before 
a committee of council^ agreeing^ that there was 
the utmofi necejftty of copper-money here^ before his 
patent 'y fo that feveral gentlemen ha^e been forced to 
tally nvith their workmen^ and give them bits of 
cards fealed and fubfcrihed with their names. What 
then ? If a phyfician prefcribe to a patient a dram 

of 
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of phyfic, {hall a rafcal apothecary cram him 
with a pounds and mix it up with poifon P and 
is not a landlord's hand and feal to his own 
labourers a better fecurity for five or ten {hil- 
lings, than Wood's brafs, ten times below the 
real value, can be to the kingdom for an hun? 
dred and eight t\ioufand pounds? 

But who ar^ thefe merchants and traders of 
Ireland that made this report oithe utmofi necejjiiy 
V^ are under for co^er^money ? They are only a 
few betrayers of their country, confederates 
with Wood, from whom they are to purchafe a 
great quantity of his coin, perhaps at. half the 
price that we are to ^Q itf an4 vend it among 
us, to the ruin of the public, and their own 
private advantages. Are not thefe excellent 
witnefTes, upon whofe integrity the fate of the 
kingdom muft depend, evidences in their own 
caufe, and {li^rers in this work of iniquity? 

If we could have deferved the liberty of coining 
for ourfelves, as \i:e formerly did, and why we 
have it not, is every body^s wonder^ as well as mine^ 
ten thoufand pounds might have been coined 
here in Dublin of only oner fifth below the in- 
trinfic value, and this fum, with the flock of 
half-pence we then had, would have been fuffi- 
cicnt; but Wood, by his emiflaries, enemies to 
God and this kingdom, h'ath taken care to buy 
up as many of our old half-penc2 as he could \ 
and from thence the prefent want of change a- 
rifes \ to remove which, by Mr V/ood's remedy^ 
would be to cure a fcratch on the finger by cut- 

VoL. III. H h ting 
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ting off the arm. But fuppofing there were not 
one farthing of change in the whole nation, I 
will maintain, that five and twenty thoufand 
pounds would be a fum fully fufficient to anfwer 
all our occafions. I am no inconfidcrable fliop- 
keepcr in this town ; I have difcourfed with feve- 
ral of my own, and other trades, with many gen- 
tlemen both of city and country, and alfo with 
great numbers of farmers, cottagers, and labour- 
ers, who all agree, that two (hillings in change 
for every family would be more than neceflary 
in all dealings. Now, by the largeft compnta- 
tioh (even before that grievous difcouragement 
of agriculture *, which hath fo much leffened our 
numbers) the fouls in this kingdom are compu- 
ted to be one million aitd a half 5 which, allow- 
ing fix to a family, makes two hundred and fifty 
thoufand families, and confequently two fhillings 
to each family will amount only to five and 
twenty thoufand pounds 5 whereas this bonejly 
liberal i hard'ware-many Wood, would impofe up- 
on us above yo//r times that fum. 

Your paragraph relates further, that Sir Ifaac 
Newton reported an affay taken at the Tower of 
Wood's metal, by which it appears, that Wood 
had in all refpeBs performed his contraB. His con- 
traft ! With whom ? Was it with the parliament 
or people of Ireland ? Arc not they to be the pur- 
chafers ? But they deteft, abhor, and rejedt it as 
corrupt, fraudulent, mingled with dirt and 
trafli. Upon which he grows angry, goes to 

law, 
• Perhaps the prohibition from ploughing. See p. 333» 
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w, and will impofc his goods upon us by force. 
But your news-letter fays, that an ajfay was 
lade of the coin. How impudent and infupport- 
>le is this ! Wood takes care to coin a dozen or 
vo half-pence of good metal, fends them to the 
ower, and they are approved ; and thefe muft 
tifwer all that he hath already coined, or fhall 
yixi for the future. It is true, indeed, I hat a 
entleman often fends to my fhop for a pattern 
f ftuflP; I cut it fairly off, and, if he likes it, 
e comes, or fends, and compares the pattern 
ith the whole piece, and probably we come to 
bargain. But if I were to buy an hundred 
tieep, and the grazier fhould bring me one fin- 
le wedder fat and well fleeced, by way of pat^ 
ertij and expe£l the fame price round for the 
vhole hundred, without fuffering me to fee then! 
►efore he was paid, or giving me good fecurity 
o reftore my money for thofe that were lean^ or 
horn^ or fcahby^ I would be none of his cuftomer, 
; have heard of a man who had a mind to fell his 
loufe, and therefore carried a piece of brick ia 
lis pocket, which he Ihewed as a pattern to en- 
tourage purchafers ; and this is diredlly the cafe 
n point with Mr Wood's ajfay. 

The next part of the paragraph contains Mr 
Wood's voluntary propofals for preventing any 
^urther ohjeElions or apprehenftons*, 

His firft propofal is. That where he hath already 

coined feventeen thoufand pounds^ and has copper 

brepared to make it up forty thoufand pounds^ he 

will be content to coin no more^ unlefs the EXI- 

PI h 2 GENCIES 
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GENCIES OF TRADE REQJJIRE IT y although his 
fatctJt impowers him to coin a fir greater quantity. 

To which if I were to anfwer, it fhould be 
thus : Let Mr Wood and his crew of founders 
and tinkers coin on, till there is not an old* 
kettle left in the kingdom j let them coin old 
leather, tobacco-pipe clay, or the dirt in the 
ftreet, and call their trumpery by what name 
they p^leafe, from a guinea to a farthing ; we 
are not under any concern to know how he and 
his tribe of accomplices think fit to employ them- 
fclves. But I hope, and truft, that we arc all 
to a man fully determined to have nothing to do 
M'ith him or his ware. 

The King has given him a patent to coin half- 
pence, but hath not obliged 11s to take them ; 
and I have already (hewn in my Ittter to thejbof-^ 
keepers^ (S^c. that the law hath not left it in the 
power of thQ prerogative to compel the fubjcft to 
take any money, befides gold and filver of the 
right fterling ftandard. 

Wood further propofes, (if I underftand him 
right, for his expreflions are dubious), that ke 
nvill not coin ahove forty thoufand pounds^ unlefs tU 
exigencies of trade require it, Firft, I obferve that 
this fum oi forty thoufand pounds is almoft double 
to what I proved to he fuflicient for the whole 
kingdom, although we had not one of our old 
half-pence left. Again, I afic, who is to be 
judge when the exigencies of trade require it? 
Without doubt he means hifnfelf; for, as to us 
©f this pooV kingdom^ who muft be utterly ' 

ruined 
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ruined if this projeft (hould fuccecd, we were 
never Qtice confulted till the matter was over, 
and he will judge of our exigencies by his own ; 
neither will thefe be ever at an end, till he and 
bis accomplices (hall think they have enough : 
And it now appears that he will not be content 
with all our gold and filver, but intends to buy up 
our goods and manufactures with the fame coin. 

I llxall not enter into examination of the 
prices, for which he now propofes to fell his 
half-pence, or what he calls his copper, by the 
pound ; I have faid enough of it in my former 
letter, and it hath likewife been confidered by o- 
thcrs. It is certain, that by his own fir ft com- 
putation we were to pay three (hillings for what 
was intrinfically worth but one, although it had 
been of the true weight and ftandard for which 
he pretended to have contracted 5 but there is fo. 
great a difference, both in weight and badnefs, in 
fcveral of his coins, that fome of them ha¥e 
been nine in ten below the intrinfic value, and 
moil of them £x or fcven. 

His laft propofal, being of a peculiar ftraxn 
and nature^ deferves to be very particularly con- 
fidered, both on account of the matter and the 
ftyle. It is as follows: 

Laflly, In conft deration of the direful apprehen^ 
/tons luhich prevail in Ireland, that Mr Wood will 
by fuch coinage drain them of their gold andfiher : 
he propofts to take their manufaElures in exchange^ 
and that no perfon he obliged to receive more than 
fivepence half -penny at one payments 

H h 3 Firft, 
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Firft, obfcrvc this little impudent hard-ware'' 
man turning into ridicule the direful apprehenfions 
of a whole kingdom, priding liimfelf as the caufe 
of them, and daring to prefcribe (what no king 
of England ever attempted) how far a whole na- 
tion (hall be obliged to take his brafs coin. And 
he has reafon to infult : For fure there was never 
an example in hillory of a great kingdom kept in 
awe for above a year, in daily dread of utter 
deftruftion, not by a powerful invader at the 
head of twenty thoufand men, not by a plague 
or a famine, not by a tyrannical prince (for we 
never had one more gracious) or a corrupt admi- 
niilration, but by one fingle^ diminutive^ infig- 
nificant mechanic. 

But to go on : To remove our direful apprehend 
fonSy that be will drain us of our gold and Jilver by 
his coinage, this little arbitrary mock monarch 
moil gracioufly offers to take our mam failures in 
exchange. Are our Irifli underftandings indeed 
fo low in his opinion ? Is not this the very 
mifery we complain of, that his curfcd projed 
will put us under the neceffity of felling our 
goods for what is equal to nothing ? How would 
fuch a propofal found from France or Spain, or 
any other country with which we traffic, if they 
fhould offer to deal with us only upon this con- 
dition, that we fhould take their money at ten 
times higher than the intrinfic value ? Does Mr 
Wood think, for inftance, that we will fell him 
a flone of wool for a parcel of his counters not 
vionhjixpence^ when we can fend it to England, 

and 
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and receive as many {hillings in gold and filver ? 
Surely there was' never heard fuch a compound 
of impudence, villainy, and folly. 

His propofals conclude with perfeft htgh^trea^ 
fon. He promifes, that no per/on Jhall be obliged 
to receive more than Jivepence half -penny of his coin 
in one payment* By which it is plain, that he 
pretends to oblige every fubjedl in this kingdom 
to take fo much in every payment, if it be 
offered ; whereas his patent obliges no man, nor 
can the prerogative by law claim fuch a power, 
as I have often obferved ; fo that here Mr Wood 
takes upon him the entire legijlature^ and an ab- 
folute dominion over the properties of the whole 
nation. 

Good God ! who are this wretch's advifers T 
who are \i\% fupporters^ abettors^ encouragers^ or 
Jharers? Mr Wood will oblige me to take five- 
pence half-penny of his brafs in every payment. 
And I will (hoot Mr Wood and his deputies 
through the head like highivaymen or houfe^ 
breakers^ if they dare to force one farthing of 
their coin on me in the payment of an hunderd 
pounds. It is no lofs of honour to fubmit to the 
lion; but who, with the figure of a man^ can 
think with patience of being devoured alive by a 
rat ? He has laid a tax upon the people of Ire- 
land of feventeen (hillings at Icaft in the pound : 
A tax, I fay, not only upon lands, but intereft- 
money, goods, manufaftures, the hire of handi- 
craftfmen, labourers, flnd fervants. Shop-keepers, 
look to yourfclves! Wood will oblige and force 

you 
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you to take fivcpcncc half-penny of his trafh m 
every payment •, and many of you receive twenty, 
thirty, forty payments in one day, or elfe you can 
hardly find bread : And pray confider how much 
that will amount to in a year; twenty times five- 
pence-half-penny is nine flullings and twopence, 
which is above an hundred and fixty pounds a- 
year, wherein you will be lofers of at leaft one 
hundred and forty pounds by taking your pay- 
ments in his money. If any of you be content 
to deal with Mr Wood on fuch conditions, you 
may ; but for my own particular, let his tnone^ 
perijb with him. If the famous Mr Hambden 
rather chofe to go to prifon than pay a few fhil- 
lings to King Charles I. without authority of 
parliament, I will rather chufe to be hangedy than 
have all my fubilance taxed at fevcnteen {hillings 
in the pound, at the arbitrary will and pleafure 
of the venerable Mr Wood. 

The paragraph concludes thus : N. B. (that is 
to fay, not a bency or mark ivell) No evidence afn 
feared from Ireland, or elfenvherey to prove the mif' 
chiefs complained of or any ahujes Hvhatfofiver cttrt" 
tnittedin the execution of the f aid grant. 

The impudence of this remark exceeds all that 
went before. Firft, the Houfe of Commons in 
Ireland, which reprefents the whole people of the 
kingdom, and, fecondly, the Privy-council, ad- 
dreifed his Majefty againft thefe half-pence: 
What could be done more to exprefs the univer- 
fal fenfe of the nation ? If his copper were dia- 
monds, and the kingdom were entirely againft it, 

would 
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wouU not that be fufficicnt to rejed it ? Muft a 
committee of the whole Houfe of Commons, 
and our whole Privy-council, go over to argue 
pro and ccn with Mr Wood ? To what end did 
the King give his patent for coining half-pence 
in Ireland ? Was it not becaufe it was reprefent* 
cd to his Sacred Majefty, that fuch a coinage 
would be of advantage to the good of this king- 
dom, and of all his fubjed^s here ? It is to the 
patentee's peril, if his rcprefentation be falfc, 
and the execution of his patent be fraudulent 
and corrupt. Is he fo wicked and fooliih to 
think, that his patent was given him to ruin a 
million and a «haif of people, that he might be 
a gkinef of three or fourfcore thoufand pounds 
to himfelf ? Before he was at the charge of 
{mailing a patent, much more of raking dp fo 
imich filthy drofs> and ftamping it with his Ma- 
jetty's image and fuperjcript}fm^ (hould he not firft, 
in common fenfe, in common equity, and com- 
ifton manners, have confulted the principal party 
concerned; that is to fay, the people of the 
kingdom, the Houfe of Lords, or Commons, or 
the Privy-council ? If any foreigner fhould afk 
ti8, ^whfife ittiage and fuperfcriptwn there h on 
Wood's coin ? we fliould be aihamed to teH 
him, it was Caefar's. In that great want of 
copper half-pence which he alledges we were, 
our city {^t up our Caefar's * ftatue in excellent 
copper, at an expence that is equal in value to 

thirty 

• An equeftrian ftatue of George I. at EiTex-bridge, 
Dublin. 
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thirty thoufand pound of his coin ; and wc will 
not receive his image in worfe metal. 

I obferve many of our people putting a melan- 
choly cafe on this fubjeft. It is true, fay 
they, we are all undone if Wood's half-pence 
muft pafs J but what (hall we do, if his Maje- 
fty puts out a proclamation commanding us to 
take them ? This hath often been dinned in my 
cars. But I defire my countrymen to be aflurcd, 
that there is nothing in it. The King never if- 
fues out a proclamation but, to enjoin what the 
law permits him. He will not ifluc out a proch" 
matron againil law ; or if fuch a thing fhould 
happen by a miftake, we are no more obliged to 
obey it than to run our heads into the fire. Be- 
fides, his Majefly will never command us by a 
proclamation^ what he does not offer to command 
us in the patent itfelf. There he leaves it to 
our difcretion ; fo that our deftrudion muft be 
entirely owing to ourfelvcs. Therefore let no 
man be afraid of a proclamation^ which will never. 
be granted ; and if it fliould,^ yet upon this occa- 
fion will be of no force. The King's revenues 
here are near four hundred thoufand pounds a- 
year. Can you think his minifters will advife 
him to take them in Wood's brafs, which will re- 
duce the value to fifty thoufand pounds ? Eng- 
land gets a million ^^r/i>/^ by this nation ; which, 
if this proje61: goes on, will be almoft reduced to 
nothing : And do you think thofe, who live in 
England upon Iriih eftates, will be content to 

take 



L E T T E R 11. 371 

take an eighth or tenth part, by being paid in 
Wood's drofs ? 

If Wood and his confederates were not convin* 
ced of our ftupidity, they never would have at- 
tempted fo audacious an enterprife. He now 
fees a fpirit hath been raifed againft him, and 
he only watches till it begins to flag 5 he goes a- 
bout ivatching when to devour us. He hopes we 
(hall be weary of contending with him 5 and at 
laft, out of ignorance or fear, or of being per- 
fe£fcly tired with oppofition, we (hall be forced to 
yield ; and therefore, I confefs, it is my chief 
endeavour to keep up your fpirits and refent- 
ments. If I tell you there is a precipice under 
you, and that if you go forwards you will cer- 
tainly break your necks ; if I point to it before 
your eyes, muft I be at the trouble of repeating 
it every morning ? Are our people's hearts wax-- 
td grofs ? are their ears dull of hearing ? and have 
they clofed their eyes ? I fear there are fome few 
vipers among us, who for ten or twenty pounds 
gain would fell their fouls and their country ; 
although at laft it ihould end in theif own ruin, 
as well as ours. Be not like the deaf adder ^ who 
refufeth to hear the voice of the charmer^ charm he 
never fo wifely. 

Although my letter be direfted to you, Mr 
Harding, yet I intend it for all my countrymen. 
1 have no intereft in this affair, but what is com- 
mon to the public : I can live better than many 
others : I have fome gold and filver by me, and 
a (hop well furnifhed \ and fhall be able to make 
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z ihift, when many of my betters arc ftarving. 
But I am grieved to fee the coldneft and indif- 
ference of many people with whom I difcourfe. 
>)orae are afraid of a proclamation ; others ihrug 
up their fhouldcrs, and cry, What would you 
bave us to do ? Some give out there is no dan- 
ger at all : others are comforted that it will be a 
common calamity, and they ihall fare no worfe 
than their neighbours. Will not a man, who 
hears midnight- rqbbers at his door, get out of 
bed, and raife his family, for a common defence ? 
and Hiall a whole kingdom lie in a lethargy, 
while Mr Wood comes a^ the head of his confe- 
derates to rob them of all they have, to ruin us 
and our pofterity for ever ? If a highway^man 
meets you on the road, you give him your mo- 
ney to fave your life 5 but, God be thanked, Mr 
Wood cannot touch a hair of your heads. You 
have all the laws of God and man on your fijc : 
When he or his accomplices oflFer you his drpfs, 
it is but faying no, and you are fafe. If a mad-, 
man fhould come into my fhop with a handful 
of dirt raked out of the kenneli and offer it in 
payment for ten yards of fluff, I would pity, or 
laugh at him j or, if his behaviour deferved it, 
kick him out of my doors. And if Mr Wood 
comes to demand my gold and (ilver, or commo- 
dities for which I have paid my gold and filver, 
in exchange for his trafli, can he deferve or ex* 
pe<Si better treatment ? 

When the evil day is come (if it muft cdme) 
let us mark and obferve tbofe who prefuqae to 

offer 
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offer the half-pence in payment. Let their 
nanoes and trades, and places of abode, be made 
public, that every one may be aware of them, as 
[jctrayers of their country, and confederates with 
IVfr Wood. Let them be watched at markets 
md fairs } and let the firft honeft difcoverer give 
the word about, that Mr Wood's half-pence have 
l>een offerecj, and caution the poor innocent peo- 
ple not to receive them. 

Perhaps I have been too tedious ; but there 
would never be an end, if I attempted to fay all 
that this melancholy fubje£t will bear. I will 
conclude with humbly oiFering one propofal ; 
which, if it were put into pratUce, would blow 
up this dellru£lire projcd: at once. Let fome 
ikilful judicious pen draw up an advert if em ent to 
the following purpofc : 

Whereas one William Wood, hard-ware-matj^ 
now or lately fojourm?ig in the city o/* London, hath^ 
by many mifreprefentationSy procured a patent for 
coining an hundred and eight thoufand pounds in 
copper half-pence for this kingdom ; nvhich is a fum 
five times greater than our occaftons require : And 
whereas it is notorious y that the faid Wood hath 
coined his half-pence of fuch hafe metaly and falfe 
*w eighty that they are at Icafl fix parts in f even he lew 
the real value : And ixihe.reas we have reafon to ap- 
prehend y that the faid Wood way at any time here- 
after clandcjlincly coin as many more half-pence as 
he pleafe? : And whereas the J aid patent neither 
dothy nor can oblige his Majeflys fuhjecls to receivf 
the faid half-pence in any payment y but leaves ii to 
Voi-.'lIL I i their 
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their voluntary choice ; hecaufe by law the fuhjeH 
cannot be obliged to take any money ^ except gold or 
filvcr : And nvheretu^ contrary to the letter and 
meaning of the f aid patent y the faid Wood bath de^ 
dared, that every per/on Jhall be obliged to take 
five-pence half -penny of his coin in every payment : 
And whereas the Houfe of Commonsy and Frivy^ 
council, have feverally addreffed his moft facrei 
Majefiy, reprefenting the ill confequences ivhich the 
faid coinage may have upon this kingdom : Andy 
laflly, 'whereas it is univerfally agreed,, that the 
ivhole nation to a man (except Mr Wood and his 
confederates) are in the utmofl apprehenfions of the 
ruinous confequences that mufl follow from the faid 
coinage : Therefore we, ivhofe names are under' 
written, being perfons of conftderable efiates in this 
kingdrm, and reftders therein, do unanimoufly re* 
folve and declare, that we will never receive one 
farthing or half-penny of the faid Wood's coining ; 
and that we will dire5l all our tenants to refufe the 
faid coin from nnyperfon nvhatfoever ; of which that 
they may not be ignorant, we have fen t them a copy 
of this advertifement, to be read to them by our 
fie wards, receivers, Sec, 

I could wifli that a paper of this nature might 
be drawn up, and figned by two or three hun- 
dred principal gentlemen of this kingdom, and 
printed copies thereof fent to their fcveral te- 
nants. I am deceived if any thing could fooner 
defeat this execrable defign of Wood and his^^- 
complices. This would immediately give the a- 
larnj, and fef the kingdom on their guard ; this 

would 
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would give courage to the meaneft tenant and 
cottager. How longy Lord, righteous and true^ 
&c. 

I mud tell you in particular, Mr Harding, 
that you are much to blame. Several hundred 
perfbns have inquired at your houfe for my letter 
to tbejbop^heepers^ &c, and you had none to fell 
them. Pray keep yourfelf provided with that 
letter, and with this : You have got very well by 
the former 9 but I did not then write for your 
fake, any more than I do now. Pray advertife 
both in every new paper \ and let it not be your 
fault or mine, if our countrymen will not take 
warning. I defire you likewife to fell them as 
cheap as you can. 

/ am your fervant, 
M. B. 



Aug. 4- 1724. 
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LETTER HI. 

Some OBSERVATIONS upon a paper, 
called, The Report of the Committee of 
the Mo ft Honourable the Privy- council 
in England, relating to Wood's Half'^ 
pence. 

To the NobUity and Gentry of the kingdom of 
Ireland. 

HAVING already written two letters to the 
people of my own level and conditioo, 
and having now very preffing occafion for wri- 
ting a thirdy I thought I could not more properly 
addrefs it than to your Lordjbips and Worjhlps. 

The occafion is this: A printed paper was 
fent to me on the i8th inftant, intitled, A report 
of the committee of the Lords of his Majejlfs Moji 
Honourable Privy-council in England, relating ta 
Mr Wood's halfpence and farthings. There is no 
mention made where the pap^:r was printed ; but 
I fuppofe it to have been in Dublin : and I have 
been told, that the copy did not come over in the 
Gazette, but in the London Joumaly or fome o- 
ther print of no authority or confcquence. And 
for any thing that legally appears to the contrary, 
it may be a contrivance to fright us ; or zproje^ 
of fome printer, who hath a mind to make a 
penny by publiihing fomething upon a fubjedt 

which 
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-which now employs all our thoughts in this king' 
dam, Mr Wood, in publifliing this paper, would 
indnuate to the world, as if the committee had a 
greater concern for his credit and private emolu- 
ment, than for the honour of the Privy^council 
and both Houfes of parliament here, and for the 
quiet and welfare of this whole kingdom \ for it 
fecms intended as a vindication of Mr Wood, not 
without fcveral fevere reflections on the Houfes 
of Lords and Cotnmons of Ireland. 

The whole is indeed written with the turn 
and air of a pamphlet \ as if it were a difpute 
between William Wood on the one part, and 
the Lords'jufliceSy Fr ivy- council y and both Houfes 
of parliament on the other : the <ic{ign of it be- 
ing to clear William Wood, and to charge the 
other fide with calling raih and groundlefs afper- 
fions upon him. 

But if it be really what the title imports, Mr 
Wood hath treated the committee with great rudc- 
nefs, by publifhing an act of theirs in fo unbe- 
coming a manner, without their leave, and be- 
fore it was communicated to the government and 
^r/i;yw»«/ir/7 of Ireland 9 to whom the committee 
advifed that it fliould be tranfmitted. But, with 
all deference be it fpoken, I do not conceive that 
a report of a committee of tlie council in Eng- 
land is hitherto a law in either kingdom \ and un- 
til any point is determined to be a law, it re- 
mains difputable by every fubjeft. 

This (may it pleafe your Lordfjyjpf and Worfbips) 

may fecm a ftrange way of difcourfing in an illi- 

I i 3 terate 
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terate Jhop^ieeper, I have endeavoured (although 
without the help of books) to improve that fmall 
portion of rcafon God hath been pleafed to give 
me ; and when reafon plainly appears befos»-ifie» 
I cannot turn away my head from it. Thus, 
for indanccy if any lawyer (hould tell me that 
fuch a point were law, from which many gro& 
palpable abfurdities muft follow \ I would not, 
I could not believe him. If Sir Edward Coke 
iliould pofitively aflcrt, (which he no where does, 
but the dire<^ contrary) that a limited prince 
could by his prerogative oblige his fubjeds to take 
half an ounce of lead, ftamped with his image, 
for twenty Ihillings in gold, I {hould fwcar he 
was deceived J or a deceiver ; becaufe a power like 
that would leave the whole lives arid fortunes of 
the people entirely at the mercy of the monarch ; 
yet this in ^^^Ql is what Wood hath advanced in 
fome of his papers \ and what fufpicious people 
may poflibly apprehend from fome paflages in 
that which is called the report. 

That paper mentions fuch perfons to have been 
ixaminedy who were defirous and vriWing to be heard 
upon that fuhjeB, I am told there were four in 

all : Coleby, B , Mr Finley tlie banker, and 

one more, whofe name I know not. The firft 
of thefe was tried for robbing the trcafury in Ire- 
land : and though he was acquitted for want of 
legal proof, yet every perfon in the court belie- 
ved him to be guilty. 

But, fince I have gone fo far as to mention 
particular perfons, it may be fome fatisfaflion to 

kngw 
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know who is this Wood himfelf, that has the 
honour to have a whole kingdom at his mercy for 
almoft two years together. I find he is in the 
patent intituled efquire^ although he were under- 
ftood to be only a hard^ware-'man ; and fo I have 
been bold to call him in my former letters; 
however, a Yquire he is, not only by virtue of. 
his patentj but by having been a colleftor in 
Shropfhire ; where pretending to have been rbb- 
bed, and fuing the county, he was cad, and for 
the infamy of the fa£fc loft his employment. 

I have heard another ftory of this 'fquire 
Wood from a very honourable lady, that one 
Hamilton told her. Hamilton was fent for fix 
years ago by Sir Ifaac Newton to try the coinage 
of four men, who then folicited a patent for coin.» 
ing half-pence for Ireland; their names were 
Wood, Coftor, EUifton, and Parker. Parker 
made the faireft offer, and Wood the worft : for 
his coin were three half-pence in a pound weight 
lefs value than the other. By which it is plain 
with what intentions he folicited his patent ; but 
not fo plain how he obtained it. 

It is alledged in the faid paper called the report^ 
that upon repeated orders from a fecretary of 
ftate for fending over fuch papers and witneflcs, 
as fhould be thought proper to fupport the ob- 
jeftions made againft the patent, (by both Hou- 
fes of parliament) the I.drd Lieutenant repre- 
fented the great difficulty he found hitr.felf in to com- 
ply nvith thefe orders : that none of the principal 
members of both Houfes who were in the King^sfer- 

vice. 
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vice, or antfjciiy would take upon them to advifty 
how any material perfon^ or papers^ might he Jent 
over on this occajtony &c. And this is often re- 
peated, and reprefented as a proceeding that ferns 
very e>:traordinary, that^ in a matter tvhich had rat' 
fedfo great a clamour f'n Ireland, no one perfoncM 
be prevailed upon to come over from Ireland in fujh 
port of the united feufe of both Houfes (f parliament 
in Ireland ; efpecialty that the chuf difficulty Jhould 
arife from a general apprehenfion of a mifcarr'uigef 
in an inquiry before his Majejly^ or in a ptoceedifig 
by due courje of law^ in a cafe where both Houfes of 
parliament had declared themf elves fo fully ■c<invmcei 
and fatisfiedy upon evidence and examination taken in 
the moji folemn manner. 

How ihall I, a poor ignorant fhop-keepcr, utter- 
ly unlkilled in law, be able to anfwer fo weighty 
an obje£l:ion ? I will try what can be done by 
plain reafon, unaffifted by art, cunning, orclo 
quence. 

In my humble opinion, the committee of coun- 
cil hath already prejudged the whole cafe, by 
calling the united fenfc of both Houfes ^f ptkrlia- 
went in Ireland an univerfal clamour. Here the 
addreffes of the Lords and Commons of Ireland 
againft a ruinous, deftru6live projeft of an oh' 
fcurcy ftngle undertaker y is called a clamour, i 
defire to know, how fuch a ftyle would be refent- 
ed in England from a committee of council there 
to a parliament; and how many impeachments 
would follow upon it ? But fuppofing the ap- 
pellation to be proper, I never heard of a wife 

minifter, 
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nimfter^ who dcfpifed the univerfal clamour of a 
people I and if that clamour can be quieted by 
Uiappointing the fraudulent praftice of a finglc 
>crfon, the purchafe is not exorbitant. 

But, in anfwer to this objeftion, firft it is raa- 
lifeft, that if this coinage had been in Ireland, 
*rith fuch limitations as have been formerly fp^- 
:ified in other patents, and granted to perfoas 
>f this kingdom^ or even of Eaigland, able to giv^ 
fufficient fecurity, few or no inconveniencics 
could have happened. As to Mr Knox's patent 
mentioned in the report^ fecurity was given into 
the Exchequer, that the patentee (hould upon aJl 
demands be obliged to receive his half-pence bade, 
and pay gold or filver in exchange for them. And 
Mr Moor (to whom I fuppofe that patent was 
made over) was in 1 694 forced to leave off coin- 
ing before the end of that year by the great 
crouds of people continually offering to retiuji 
hisTcoinage upon him. In 1698 he coined again, 
and was forced to ^ive over for the fame rcafcwa* 
This entirely alters the cafe \ for there is no fuch 
condition m Wood's patent : which conditiooi 
was worth a hundred times all other limitations 
wfeatfoevcr. 

Put the cafe, that the two Houfes of Lords 
and Commons tf England, and the Privy-council 
there, fiiould addrcfs his Majeily to recall a /«- 
tent^ from whence they apprehended the moft 
ruinous coufequences to the whole kingdom 5 
and, to make it ftronger if poffible, that the 
whole nation alnaoft to a man ibould thereupon 

difcover 
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difcover the nioji difmal apprehenftons (as Mr Wood 
ftyles them) would his Majefty debate half an 
hour what he had to do ? would any minifter 
dare advifc him againft recalling fuch a patent? 
or would the matter be referred to the PWvjh^ 
council^ or to Weftminfter-hall •, the two Houfca 
of parliament plaintiffs, and William Wood de- 
fendant ? And is there even the fmalieft differ^ 
cnce between the two cafes ? 

Were not the people of Ireland born 2i%free as 
thofe of England ? how have they forfeited their 
freedom ? Is not their parliament as fair a repre- 
fentative of the people as that of England? and 
hath not their Privy-council as great, or a 
greater fhare in the adminiftration of public af- 
fairs? Are they not fubje£ts of the fame King? 
does not the fame fun Ihine upon them ? and 
have they not the fame God for their proteftor ? 
Am I 2^ freeman in England, and do I become a 
Jlave in fix hours by crofling the channel ? ^o 
wonder then if the boJdeft perfons were cautious 
to interpofe in a matter already determined by 
the whole voice of the nation, or to prefume to 
reprefent the reprefentatives of the kingdom; 
and were juftly apprehenfive of meeting fuch a 
treatment as they would deferve at the next 
feflion. It would feem very extraordinary, if 
an inferior court in England fhould take a matter 
out of the hands of the high court of parliament 
during a prorogation, and decide it againft the 
opinion of both Houfes. 

It happens however, that although no perfons 

were 
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urcrc fo bold as to go over as evidences to prove 
the truth of the objections made againft this 
patent by the high court of parliament here, yet 
thefe obje£iions ftand good, notwith (landing the 
anfwers made by Mr Wood and his council. 
The report fays, that, upon an ajfay made of the 

Jinenefsy weighty and value of this copper ^ it ex^ 
cieded in every article. This is poflible enough 
in the pieces upon which the aJfay was made ; but 
Wood muft have failed very much in point of 
dexterity, if he had not taken care to provide a 
fufficient quantity of fuch half-pence as would 
bear the trial j which he was well able to do, 
although they were taken out of feveral parcels ; 

^ fincc it is now plain, that the bias of favour hath 
been wholly on his fide. 

But what need is there of difputing, when we 
have apofitive demonftration of Wood's fraudu- 
lent praftices in this point. I have feen a large 
quantity of thefe halfpence weighed by a very 
Ikilful perfon, which were of four different kinds, 
three of them confiderably under weight. I have 
now before me an exaft computation of the dif- 
ference of weight between thefe four forts 5 by 
which it appears, that the fourth fort, or the 
lighted, differs from the firft to a degree, that 
in the coinage of three hundred and fixty tons of 
copper, the patentee will be a gainer, only by 
that difference, of twenty-four thoufand four 
hundred and ninety-four pounds ; and in the 
whole the public will be a lofcr of eighty-two 
thoufand one hundred and fixty-eight pounds 

Cxteen 
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fixtecn (hillings, even fuppofrng the metal, in 
point of goodnefs, to anfwcr Wood's cofttraflf, 
and the ajfaj that hath been made, which it in- 
fallibly doth not. For this point hath likewife 
been inquired into by very experienced fflcaj 
who, upon feveral trials on many of thefe half' 
pence ^ have found them to be at leaft one fourth 
part below the real value, not including the rapi 
or counterfeits that he, or his accomplices^ have 
already made oihis onvn coin^ and fcattcred about. 
Now the coinage of three hundred and fixty tons 
of copper, coined by the weight of the fourtlv 
or lighted fort of his halfpence^ will amoiHit to 
one hundred twenty-two thoufand four hundred 
eighty-eight pounds fixteen (hillings ; and if 
we fubtraft a fourth part of the real value by the 
hafe mixture in the metal, we muft add to the 
public lofs one fourth part, to be fubtraded from ! 
the intrinlic value of the copper \ which in three 
hundred and fixty tons amounts to ten thoufand i 
and eighty, pounds 5 and this, added to the for- | 
mer fum of eighty-two thoufand one hundred \ 
(ixty-eight pounds, fixteen (hillings, will make 
in all ninety-two thoufand two hundred forty- 
eight pounds lofs to the public ; befidcs the rap 
or counterfeits that he may at any time hereafter 
think fit to coin. Nor do I know whether he 
reckons the drofs exchifive or inclufive with his 
three hundred and fixty tons of copper; which, 
however, will make a confiderable difference in 
the account. ' ' 

You will here pleafe to obfervc, that the profit 

allowed ; 
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allowed to Wood by the patent is twelvepence 
out of every pound of copper, valued at is. 6d. 
whereas $d. only is allowed for coinage of a 
pound weight for the EngliQi , ha/f -pence : And 
this diderence is almoft 25 per cent, which is 
double to the higheft exchange of money, even 
under all the additional preffures and obftruftions 
to trade that this unhappy kingdom lies at pre- 
fent. This one circumltance, in the coinage of 
three hundred and fixty tons of copper, makes a 
difference of twenty-feven thoufand feven hun- 
dred and twenty pounds between Englifh andlrifh 
half-pence^ ev^n allowing thofe of Wood to be all 
of the heavieft fort. 

It is like wife to be confidered, that for every 
half-penny in a pound weight, exceeding the 
number direfted by the patent, Wood will bq a 
gainer in the coinage of three hundred and fixty 
tons of copper, fixteen hundred and eighty 
pounds profit more than the patent allows him; 
out of which he may afford to make his comptrol- 
lers eafy upon that article. 

As to what is alledged, that thefc half-pence far 
exceed the like coinage for Ireland in the returns of his 
Majejlfs predeceffors : There cannot well be a 
more exceptionable way of arguing, although 
the faS were true; which however is altogether 
miflaken, not by any fault in the commiiti'e^ but 
by the fraud and impofitlon of Wood, who cer- 
tainly produced the worfl patterns he could find; 
fuch as were coined in fmall number?, by/^r;;/;/^ 
/tons to private nieny as butchers half pence y hlack- 

VOL.III. Kk do^s. 
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dogSf and others the like ; or perhaps 1 
St Patrick's coin, which pafleth now f 
thing, or at bed fome of the fmalleft n 
lateft kind. For I have now by me t 
coined in the year 1680, by virtue of tl 
granted to my Lord Dartmouth, which 
newed to Knox, and they are heavier b; 
part than thofe of Wood, and of mu« 
metal 5 and the great St Patrick's half- 
yet larger than either. 

But what is all this to the prefent del 
under the various exigencies of former t 
wars, rebellions, and infurreftions, the 
England were fometimcs forced to p 
armies here with mixt or bafe money ; < 
bid that the neceffities of turbulent time 
be a precedent for times of peace, and or 
fettlement. 

In th^ patent above mentioned, granted 
Dartmouth in the reign of King Charle: 
cond, and renewed to Knox, the fecuriti 
into the Exchequer, obliging xht patentee t 
his money back upon every demand, wei 
feftual remedy againft all inconvenienci 
the copper was coined in our kingdom ; fo 
were in no danger to purchafe it with tli 
all our filver and gold carried over to ; 
nor to be at the trouble of going to Eng 
the redreffing any abufe. 

That the kings of England have exerci: 
prerogative of coining copper for Ireland 
England, is not the prefent queftion : But, 
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in the ftyle of the report^ it would feem a little 
extraordinary^ fuppofing a king fliould think fit 
to exercife his prerogative by coining copper in 
Ireland to be current in England, without refer- 
ring it to his oiiicers in that kingdom to be in- 
formed, whether the grant were reafonable, and 
whether the people defircd it or no, and without 
Kgard to the addreflts of his parliament againft 
it. God forbid, that fo mean a man as I fliould 
meddle with the King's prerogative : But I have 
heard very wife men fay, that the King's prerc- 
' iotive IS hounded and limited by the good and wel^ 
fire of his people. I defire to know, whether it 
be not underftood and avowed, that the good of 
"dand was intended by his paient ? But Ireland 
W not confulted at all in the matter', and as 
foon as Ireland was informed of it, they declared 
againft it : The two Houfes of parliament and the 
^rivy^council addrefs his Majefly upon the mif- 
chiefs apprehended by fuch a patent; the Privy^ 
council in England take the matter out of the 
parliamenfs cognizance \ the good of this king- 
dom is dropt J and it is now determined, that 
Mr Wood fhall have the power of ruining a whole 
nation for his private advantage. 

I never can fuppofe, that fuch patents as thefc 
were originally granted with a view of being a 
job for the intereft of a particular perfon, to the 
damage of the public. Whatever profit muft 
arife to the patentee^ was furcly meant at beft 
but as a fecondary motive; and fince fomebody 
muft be a gainer, the choice of the perfon was 
K k 2 made 
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made either by favour or fcmething elfe^ or by the 
pretence of merit and honefty : This argument 
returns fo often and (Irongly into my head, that I 
cannot forbear frequently repeating it. Surely 
his Majcfty, when he confcnted to the pafiing of 
this patent^ conceived he was doing an a6b of 
grace to his mod loyal fubjefts of Ireland, with- 
out any regard to Mr Wood, farther than as an 
injlrument: But the people of Ireland think this 
patent (intended, no doubts for their good) to be 
•a mod intolerable grievance j and therefore Mr 
Wood can never fucceed, without an open avow- 
al that his profit is preferred, not only before 
the j/;/f/v/?, but the veryyi/S-/)* and being of a 
great kingdom ; and a kingdom diftinguifhcd 
for its loyalty, perhaps above all others upon 
earth •, not turned from its duty by tht jurif dic- 
tion of the Houfe of Lords ^ aholifhed at a ftroke Ifj 
the hardjbipt of the aEl of navigation ne^ivly eirforcedy 
by all pojftble obJlruBions in trade ^ and by a hun- 
dred other inftances, enough to fill this paper •, 
nor was there ever among us the lead attempt 
towards an infurreftion in favour of the Preten- 
der. Therefore, whatever juftice a free people 
can claim, we have at lead an equal title to it 
with our brethren in England ; and whatever 
grace a good prince can bedow on the mod loycd 
fubjeclsy we have reafon to^xped it ; neither hay 
this kingdom any way deferved to be facrificed to 
or\c ftnglcy rapacious yobfcure^ ignominious projector. 
Among other claufes mentioned in tWi^ patent 
to ftiew how advantageous it is to Ireland, there 

is 
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is one which feems to be of zftngular nature : 
That the patentee fhall be obliged during his 
term to pay eight hundred pounds n^year to the 
croivnj and two hundred pounds a^year to the contpt" 
roller. I have heard indeed, that the King's 
council do always confider, in the pafling of a 
patent^ whether it will be of advantage to the 
crown; but I have likewife heard, that it is at 
the fame time confidered, whether pafling of it 
may be injurious to any other perfons or bodies 
politic? However, although the attorney andyi- 
licitor be fervants to the King, and therefore 
bound to confult his Majeily's intereftj yet I 
am under fome doubt, whether" eight hundred 
pounds a-year to the crown would be equivalent 
to the ruin of a kingdom. It would be far bet- 
ter for us to have paid eight thoufand pounds a- 
year into his Majefly's coffers in the midft of all 
our taxes (which in proportion arc greater in this 
kingdom than ever they were in England, even 
during the war) than purchafe fuch an addition 
to the revenue at the price of our utter undoing. 

But here it is plain, that fourteen thoufand 
pounds are to be paid by Wood, only as Tifmall 
circmnjlatjticl charge for the purchafe of his 
patent : What were his other vifible cofts I know 
not, and what were his latent^ is variouily con- 
jeftured ; but he muft be furely a man of fome 
wonderful merit. Hath he faved any other king- 
dom at his own expence, to give him a title of 
reimburfing hin.fclf by the deJlruElion of ours } 
Hath he difcovered the longitude^ or the univer^ 
KV3 \a\ 
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fal medicine? No ; but he hath found the philofo^ 
pher^s Jione after a new manner, by debqfmg of c^tp* 
per^ and refolving to force it upon us for gold. 

When the two Houfes reprefented to his Ma- 
jefty, that this patent to Wood ivas obtained in a 
clandcfline manner^ furely the committee could 
not think the parliament would inGnuate, that it 
had not pafled in the common forms, and run 
through every office where fees and perquifites 
were due. They knew very well, that perfons in 
places were no enemies to grants ; and that the 
officers of the crown could not be kept in the 
dark. But the late * Lord Lieutenant ^Ireland 
affirmed, it was a fecret to him ; and who will 
doubt of Jiis veracity, efpecially when he fwore 
to a perfon of quality, from whom I had it, that 
Ireland fhould never be troubled with thefe half^ 
pence. It was a fecret to the people of Ireland, 
who were to be the only fufferers ; and thofe who 
befl knew the (late of the kingdom, and were 
moft able to advife in fuch an affair, were wholly 
ftrangers to it. 

It is allowed by the report, that this patent was * 
pafled without the knowledge of the chief gover- 
nor, or officers of Ireland : And it is there ela- 
borately (hewn, that iovmtr patents have paOed 
in the fame manner, and are good in law. I 
fliall not difpute the legality of patents y but am 
ready to fuppofe it in his Majefty's power to 
grant a patent for (lamping round bits of copper 
to every fubjeft he hath. Therefore, to lay a- 

fide 
• Duke of Grafton. 
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fide the point of law, I would only put the que- 
ftion, whether in reafon and juftice it would not 
have been proper, in an affair upon which the 
ivelf are of the kingdom depends y that the faid king-* 
dom fhould have received timely notice; and the 
matter not be carried on between the patentee 
and the officer8 of the crown, who were to be 
the only gainers by it ? 

The parliament, who in matters of this nature 
are the mod able and faithful counfellors, did 
reprefent this grant to be deftrudtive of trade^ 
and dangerous to the properties of the people : 
To which the only anfwer is, that the King hath 
a prerogative to make fuch a grant. 

It is aflcrted, that in the patent to Knox his 
half-pence are made and declared current coin of 
the kingdom ; whereas, in this to Wood, there i» 
only a power given to ifl'ue them to fuch as will 
receive them. The authors of the report, I 
think, do not affirm, that the King can, by law^ 
declare any thing to be current money by his let- 
ters-patent. I dare fay they will not affirm it \ 
and if Knox's patent contained in it powers con- 
trary to law, why is it mentioned as a precedent 
in his Majefty's juft and merciful reign ? But al- 
though that claufe be not in Wood's patent, yet 
poffibly there are others, the legality whereof 
may be equally doubted ; and particularly that 
whereby a power is ^<ivcn to William Wood, to 
break into houfes in fearch of any coin made in 
imitation of his. This may perhaps be affirmed 
to be illegal and dangerous to the liberty of the 

fubjedl 5 
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fubjcft; yet this is a precedent taken from 
Knox's patent, where the fame power is granted ; 
and is a (Irong inftance what ufes may be fome- 
times made of precedents; 

But although, before the pafllng of this pa- 
tent, it was not thought neceflary to confult any 
perfons of this kingdom, or make the Icaft in- 
quiry whether copper-money were wanting a- 
mong us ; yet now at length, when the matter 
is over, when the patent hath long paffed, when 
Wood hath already coined feventeen thoufand 
pounds, and hath his tools and implements pre- 
pared to coin fix times as much more, the com- 
mittee hath been pleafed to make this affair the 
fubjett of inquiry: Wood is permitted to pro- 
duce his evidences, which confift, as 1 have al- 
ready obferved, of four in number, whereof 
Coleby, B— , and Mr Finley the banker, are 
three. And thefe were to prove that copper- 
money was extremely wanted in Ireland. The 
firft had been out of the kingdom almoft twenty 
years, from the time that he was tried for rob- 
bing the treafury : and therefore his knowledge 
and credibility arc equal. Mr Finley, one of 
the other witnefles, honeflly confefled that he 
was ignorant whether Ireland wanted copper- 
money or no ; but his whole intention was to 
buy a certain quantity from Wood at a large dif- 
count, and fell them as well as he could ; by 
which he hoped to get two or three thoufand 
pounds for himfelf. 

But fuppofe there were not one fmgle half- 
penny 
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penny of copper-coin in this whole kingdom, 
(which Mr Wood fecm$ to intend, unlefs we 
come to hijj terms, as appears by employing his 
emiffaries to buy up our old ones at a penny in 
the (hilling more than they pafs for) it could not 
be any real evil to us, although it might be fomc 
inconvenience. We have many forts of fmall 
(ilTcr coins, to which they are ftrangers in Eng- 
land; fuch vas the French threepences, four- 
pence half-pennies, and eight-pence farthings ; 
the Scotch fivepencc and tenpcnccs, bcfides their 
twentypences andthrec-and-fourpence8,by which 
we are able to make change to a half-penny of 
almoft any piece of gold or filver ; and if we are 
driven to the expedient of a fealed card, with 
the little gold and filver ftill remaining, it will, 
I fuppofc, be fomewhat better than to have no- 
thing left but Wood's adulterated copper, which 
he is neither obliged by his patent, nor hitherto 
able by his eflate, to make good. 

The report farther tells us, itmuft be admitted, 
that Ictters-pf ient under the great-feal of Great- 
Britain, for coining copper-money for Ireland, 
are legal and obligatory, a juft and reafonable 
exercife of his Majefty's royal prerogative, and 
in no mariner derogatory, or invafive of any li- 
berty or privilege of his fubjefts of Ireland. 
Firft, we defire to know, why his Majefly's pre- 
rogative might not have been as well aflerted by 
. pafling this patent in Ireland, and fubjc£king the 
feveral conditions of the contraft to the infpec- 
tion of thofe who are only concerned, as was 

formerly 
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&?nT:criT done in the only precedents for patents 
g:nut;^i tW coining in this kingdom, fince the 
ntit; rtion^^T i» Qu^eu Elizabeth's time, during 
the vfu5cuUiv5 of a rebellion ; whereas now, up- 
on cSc virvacvTil im petition that can poffibly be 
prichu'vi, we ciuil go to England with our com- 
pUintr^ V here ic hath been for fome time the fa- 
thion CO thtaJL and to affirm, that we cannot he to9 
Jtur}l.\ ., ^i, Ajf.iin, the report fays, that fuch 
pace»;c> ^ro oblig^atorr. After long thinking, I 
4tn j:ct ^ble to find out what can poffibly be 
inc4:»t h^re br this word obligatory. The patent 
cf Wood iKicher obligeth him to utter his coin, 
nor u* tv» taite it \ or if it did the latter, it would 
be lo ur voivi* bocaufe no patent can oblige the 
fubjcvl a^aintl law ; unlcfs an illegal patent, 
paujd in one ktngviom, can bind another, and 
not iclVlt. 

LatUv, it is advlevl, that fuch patents are in no 
manner dc»\\x.uory, or invafivc of any liberty or 
privilege of the Kind's fubjects of Ireland. If 
thi*; pn^politioa be true, as it is here laid down, 
without any limitation either exprefTed or im- 
plied, it mull follow, that a king of England 
may at any time coin copper-money for Ireland, 
and oblige his fubjocls here to take a piece of 
copper under the value of half a farthing for half 
a crown, as was praclifed by the late King James ; 
and even without that arbitrary prince's excufe 
from the neccirity and exigencies of his affairs. 
If this be in no manner derogatory nor invaiive of 
any liberties or privileges of the fubjeds of Ire- 

land^ 
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land^ it ought to have been exprefled what our li- 
berties and privileges are, and whether we have 
any at all ; for in fpecifying the word Ireland, 
inftead of faying his Majefty's fubjedls, it would 
feem to infinuatc, that we are not upon the fame 
foot with our fellow-fubje£ls in England ; which, 
however the pradlice may have been, I hope will 
never be direftly aflerted ; for I do not under- 
ftand that Poynifig*s aft deprived us of our li- 
berty, but only changed the manner of pafling 
laws here (which however was a power moil in- 
direftly obtained) by leaving the negative to the 
two Houfes oi' parliament. But waving all contro- 
verfies relating to the legiflature, no perfon, I 
believe, was ever yet fo bold as to affirm, that 
the people of Ireland have not the fame title to 
the benefits of the common law with the reft of 
his Majefty's fubjeftsj and therefore whatever 
liberties or privileges the people of England en- 
joy by common law, we of Ireland have the 
fame 5 fo that, in my humble opinion, the word 
Ireland ftanding in that propofition, was, in the 
mildeft interpretation, a lapfe of the pen. 

The report farther aflerts, that the precedents 
are many, wherein cafes of great importance to 
Ireland, and which immediately affefted the in- 
terefts of that kingdom, fuch as warrants, or- 
ders, and direftions by the authority of the King 
and his predecefTors, have been ifliied under the 
royal fign-manual, without any previous refe- 
rence or advice of his Majefty's officers of Ire- 
land, which have always had their due force, 

and 
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and have been punctually complied with and o- 
beyed. It may be fo, and I am heartily forry for 
it ; bccaufe it may prove an eternal fource of 
difcontent. However, among all thefe prece- 
dents, there is not one of a patent for coitiing 
money for Ireland. 

There is nothing hath perplexed me more 
than this dodrine of precedents. If a job is to 
be done, and upon fearching records you find it 
hath been done before, there will not want a 
lawyer to juftify the legality of it, by producing 
his precedents; without ever confidering the 
motives and circumflances that iirft introduced 
them ; the neceflity, or turbulence, or iniquity 
of times j the corruptions of minifters, or the 
arbitrary difpofition of the prince then reigning. 
And I have been told by perfons eminent in the 
law, that the word aftions, which human nature 
is capable of, may be juftified by the fame doc- 
trine. How the firft precedents began of deter- 
mining cafes of the higheft importance to Ire- 
land, and immediately afFefting its interefts, 
without any previous reference or advice to 
the King's officers here, may foon be account- 
ed for. Before this kingdom was entirely redu- 
ced by the fubmiifion of Tyrone in the laft year 
of Queen Elizabeth's reign, there was a period 
of four hundred years, which was a \^rious 
fcene of war and peace between the Englifh pale 
and the Irifh natives ; and the government of 
that part of this illand, which lay in the Englifli 
handi?, was in many things under the immediate 

adminiftration 
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adminiftration of the King : Silver and copper 
often were coined here among us 5 and once at 
leaft, upon great neceflity, a mixt or bafe metal was 
fent from England. The reign of King James L 
was employed in fettling the kingdom after Ty- 
rone's rebellion 5 and this nation flourifhed ex- 
tremely till the time of the maflacre 1641. In 
that difficult junfture of affairs, the nobility and 
gentry coined their own plate here in Dublin. 

By all that I can difcover, the copper-coin of 
, Ireland, for three hundred years pall, confided 
of fmall pence and lialf-pence j which particular 
men had licence to coin, and were current only 
within certain towns and diftritl:s, according to 
the perfonal credit of the owner who uttered 
them, and was bound to receive them again j 
whereof I have feen many forts: Neither have I 
heard of any patent granted for coining copper 
for Ireland, till the reign of King Charles the 
fecond, which was in the year 1680, to George 
•Legge Lord Dartmouth, and renewed by King 
James the fecond, in the firfl year of his reign 
{1685) to John Knox. Both patents were paf- 
fed in Ireland 5 and in both the patentees were 
bound to receive their coin again from any that 
would offer them twenty fhillings of it, for which 
they were obliged to pay gold or filver. 

The patents, both of Lord Dartmouth and 
Knox, were referred to the attorney-general here, 
and a report made accordingly ; and both, as I 
have already faid, were pafled in this kingdom. 
Knox had only a patent for the remainder of the 
Vol. 111. L 1 term 
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term gnnted to Lord Dartmouth. The patent 
expired in 17CI ; and upon a petition by Roger 
Moor to have it renewed, the matter was refer- 
red hither : and upon the report of the attorney 
and folicitor, that it was not for his Majefty's 
fervice, or the intereft of the nation, to have it 
renewed, it was rejefled by King William. It 
fliould therefore feem very extraordinary, that a 
patent for coining copper half-pence, intended 
and profeifed for the good of the kingdom, (hould 
be paiTed without once confiilting that kingdom, 
for the good of which it is declared to be intend- 
ed; and this upon the application of a poor, 
private, obfcure mechanic ; and a patent of fuch 
a nature, that as foon as ever the kingdom is 
.informed of its being pafled, they cry out u- 
nanimoufly againft it as ruinous and deilruc- 
tive. The reprefentatives of the nation in par- 
liament, and the Privy-council, addrefs the King 
to have it recalled ; yet the patentee, fuch a one 
as I have defcribed, ihall prevail to have this pa- 
tent approved ; and his private intereft (hail 
•weigh down the application of a whole kingdom. 
St Paul fays, jill things are lawful, but all things 
are not expedient. We are anfwcred, that this 
patent is lawful : But js it expedient ? We read 
that the high-prieft faid, // ivas expedient that one 
man Jljould die for the people ; and this was a molt 
wicked propofition : but that a whole nation 
ihould die for one man, was never heard of be- 
fore. 

But becaufe much weight is laid on the prece- 
dents 



I 
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dents of other patents for coining copper for Ire- 
land, I will fet this matter in as clear a light as 
1 can. Whoever hath read the report, will be apt 
to think, that a dozen precedents at leaft could 
be produced of copper coined for Ireland by vir- 
tue of patents pafled in England ; and that the 
coinage was there too ; whereas I am confident, 
there cannot be one precedent {hewn of a patent 
pafled in England for coining copper for Ireland 
£Dr above an hundred years paft ; and if there 
were any before, it muft be in times of confu- 
fion* The only patents I could ever hear of, 
are thofe already mentioned to Lord Dartmouth 
and Knox, the former in 1680, and the latter in 
1685. Now let us compare thefe patents with 
that granted to Wood. Firft,. the patent to» 
Knox, which was under the fame conditions as 
that granted to Lord Dartmouth, was pafled in 
Ireland 5 the government and the attorney, and 
(blicitor-general, making report that it would be 
ufeful to this kingdom. 

The patent was pafled with the advice of the 
Eang's council here ; the patentee was obliged to ' 
receive his coin from thofe who thought them- 
felves furcharged, and to give gold and filver for 
it. Laftly, the patentee was to pay only 16/. 
13/. 4^. per annum to the crown. Then, as to 
' the execution of that patent ; firft, I find the 
half-pence were milled, which, as it is of great 
ufe to prevent counterfeits, (and therefore indu- 
ftrioufly avoided by Wood) fo it was an addition 
to the cl^arge of coinage. And as for the weight 
L 1 2 and 
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and goodaefs of the metal, I hare feveral half- 
pence now bj me, manr of which weigh a ninth 
part more than thofe coined by Wood ; and bear 
the fire and hammer a great deal better, and, 
which is no trifle, the imprefEon is fairer and 
deeper. I grant indeed, that many of the latter 
coinage yield in weight to fome of Wood's, by 
a fraud natural to fuch patentees ; but not fo 
immediately after the grant, and before the coin 
grew current ; for in this circumftance Mr Wood 
muft ferve for a precedent in future times. 

Let us now examine this new patent granted 
to William Wood. It paiTed upon very falfe 
fuggefti^ns of his own and of a few confederates: 
It paiTed in England without the lead reference 
hither ; it pafled unknown to the very Lord Lieu- 
tenant, then in England. Wood is empowered 
to coin one hundred and eight thoufand poundsi 
and all the of&cers in the kingdom (civil and mi- 
litary) are commanded in the report to counte- 
nance and aflift him. Knox had only power to 
utter what he would take, and was obliged to 
receive his coin back again at our demand, and 
to enter into fccurity for fo doing. Wood's half- 
pence are not milled, and therefore more eafily 
counterfeited by himfelf, as well as by others. 
Wood pays a thoufand pounds per annum for 
fourteen years ; Knox paid only fixteen pounds 
thirteen {hillings and fourpence per annum for 
twenty-one years. 

It was the report that fet rae the example of 
making a comparifon between thofe two patents, 

wherein 
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wfcerein the committee was grofsly mifled by the 
falfe reprefentation of William "Wood ; as it was 
by another aflertion, that feven hundred tons of 
Copper were corned during the twenty-one years 
of Lord Dartmouth's and Knox's patents. Such 
a quantity of copper, at the rate of two fhiliings 
dnd eightpence per pound, would amount to a- 
bout an hundred and ninety thoufand pounds ; 
which was very near as much as the current cafh 
of the kingdom in thofe days ; yet during that 
period, Ireland was never known to have too 
much copper -coin ; and for feveral years there 
was no coining at all : Befides, I am allured, 
that upon inquiring into the cuftom-houfe books 
all the copper imported into this kingdom from 
1683 to J 692, which includes eight years of the 
twenty-one (befides one year allowed for the 
troubles) did not exceed forty-feven tons. And 
we cannot fuppofe twcn that fmall quantity to 
have been wholly applied to coinage : So that I 
believe there was never any comparifon more un- 
luckily made, or fo deftrudive of the defign for 
which it was produced. 

The Pfalmtjl reckons it an effeft of God's an- 
ger, when he fdleih his people for nought y and ta^ 
keth no money for them. That we have greatly of- 
fended God by the wickednefs of our lives, is 
not to be difputed ; but our King we have not 
offended in word or deed : And although he be 
God's vicegerent upon earth, he will not punifh 
us for any offences, except thofe we fhall com- 
mit 

LI3 
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tnit againft his legal authority, his facred perfoA 
(whi^ Qod prcfervc) or the laws of the land. 

The report is very profufe in arguments, that 
Ireland is in great want of copper-money. Who 
were the witncflcs to prove it, hath been (hewn 
already : But, in the name of God, who are to 
he judges ? Does not the nation heft know its own 
wants ? Both Houfes of parliament, the Privy- 
council, and the whole body of the people, declare 
the contrary : Or, let the wants be what they will, 
we defire they may not be fupplied by Mr Wood: 
We know our own wants but too well ; they are 
many and grievous to be borne, biit quite of ano- 
ther kind. Let England be fatisfied : As things go, 
they will in a (hort time have all our gold and filver, 
and may keep their adulterate copper at home; 
for we are determined not to purchafe it with our 
manufa£lures, which Wood hath gracicufly offer- 
ed to accept. Our wants are not fo bad by a 
hundredth part as the method he hath taken to 
fupply them. He hath already tried his faculty 
in New-England i and I hope he will meet at leaft 
with an equal reception here 5 what that was, I 
leave to public intelligence. I am fuppofmg a 
wild cafe ; that if there fliould be any perfon al- 
ready receiving a monftrous penfion out of this 
kingdom, who was inftrumental in procuring 
the patent, they have either not well confulted 
their own interefts, or Wood muft put more 
drofs into his copper, and ftill diminifh its 
weij^hf. 

Upon Wood's complaint, that the officers of 

the 
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the King's revenue here had already given orders 
to all the inferior officers not to receive any of 
bis coin ; the report fays, that this cannot biit 
be looked upon as a very extraordinary pifcceeding, 
and contrary to the powers given in the patent. 
The committee fay, they cannot advife his Ma- 
jefty to give dire^iions to the officers of the re- 
venue here, not to receive or utter any of the 
faid coin, as hath been defired in the addreffes of 
both Houfes ; but, on the contrary, they think 
it both juft and reafonable, that the King {hould 
immediately give orders to the commiffioners of 
the revenue, tffr. to revoke all orders, t^fc, that 
may have been given by them to hinder or ob- 
ftruft the receiving the faid coin. And accord- 
ingly, we are told^ fuch orders are arrived. Now 
this was a caft of Wood's politics j for this in- 
formation was wholly falfe and groundlefs, which 
he knew very well : and that the commiffioners 
of the revenue here were all, except one, fent us 
from England, and love their employments too 
well to have taken fuch a ftep : But Wood was 
wife enough to confider, that fuch orders of re- 
vocation would be an open declaration of" the 
crown in his favour, would put the government 
here under a difficulty, would make a noife, and 
poffibly create fome terror in the poor people of 
Ireland. And one great point he hath gained, 
that although any orders of revocation will be 
needlefs, yet a new order is to bfe fent (and per- 
haps is already here) to the commiffioners of the 
revenue, and all the King's officers in Ireland, that 

Wood's 
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"Wood's half-pence be fufFered and permitt( 
without any let, fuit, trouble, rtioleftation, or < 
nial of any of the King's officers or mini(l< 
whatfoever, to pafs, and be received as curn 
money by fuch as fhall be willing to receive the 
In this order there is no exception : and thei 
fore, as far as I can judge, it includes all office 
both civil and military, from the Lord Hi 
Chancellor to a juftice of peace, and from t 
general to an enfign ; fo that Wood's projed 
not likely to fail for want of managers enoug 
For my own part, as things ftand, I have b 
little regret to find myfelf out of the numbe 
and therefore 1 ftiall continue in all humility 
exhort and warn my fellow-fubjefls never to r 
ceive or utter this coin, which will reduce tl 
kingdom to beggary by much quicker and larg 
fteps than have hitherto been taken. 

But it is needlefs to argue any longer. Tl 
matter is come to an iflue. His Majefty, pu 
fuant to the law, hath left the field open betwe^ 
Wood and the kingdom of Ireland. Wood hat 
liberty to offer his coin, and we have law, reafoi 
liberty, and neceffity to refufe it. A knavil 
jockey may ride an old foundered jade about tb 
market, but none are obliged to buy it. I hop 
the words voluntary, and willing to receive ii 
will be underftood and applied in their true na 
tural meaning, as commonly underftood by Pro 
teftants. For if a fierce captain comes to m 
fhop to buy fix yards of fcarlet-cloth, follower 
by a porter laden with a fack of Wood's coin up 

or 
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bh Kis {boulders ; if we are agreed about the 
price^ and my fcarlet lies ready cut upon the 
counter ; if he then gives me the word of com- 
mand to receive my money in Wood's coin, and 
calls me a difafFefted, Jacobite dog, forrefufing 
it, (although I am as loyal a fubjetl as himfelf^ 
and without hire) and thereupon feizes my cloth, 
leaving me the price in his odious copper, and 
bids me take my remedy : in this cafe I fliall hard- 
ly be brought to think, that I am left to my own 
mil. I fliall therefore on fuch occafions firft or- 
der the porter aforefaid to go off with his pack \ 
ind then fee the money in fiver and gold in my 
pofTeffion, before I cut or mcafure my cloth. But 
If a common foldier drinks his pot firft, and then 
3fFcrs payment in Wood's half-pence, the land- 
lady may be under fomc difilculty : for if flie 
complains to his captain or enfign, they are like- 
wife officers included in this general order for en- 
[rouraging thefe half-pence topafs as current mow 
ney. If flie goes to a juftice of peace, he is alfo 
m ofiicer, to whom this general order is direft- 
2d. I do therefore advife her to follow my prac- 
tice, which I have already begun, and be paid 
For her goods before flie parts with them. How- 
ever, I fliould have been content, for fome rea*- 
Tons, that the military gentlemen had been ex- 
:epted by name ; becaufe I have heard it faid, 
;hat their difcipline is beft confined within their 
>wn diftri£l:. 

His Majefty, in the conclufion of his anfwer 
:o the addrefs of the Houfe of Lords againft 

Wood' 
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Wood's coin, is plcafed to fay, that he will do 
every thing in his power to the fatisfaftion of his 
people. It fhould feem therefore, that the re- 
calling the patent is not to be underftood as a 
thing in his power. But however, fince the law 
doth not oblige us to receive this coin, and con- 
fequcntly the patent leaves it to our voluntary 
choice, there is nothing remaining to prefervc 
us from ruin, but that the whole kingdom fhould 
continue in a firm, determinate refolution never 
to receive or utter this fatal coin. After which 
let the officers, to whom thefe orders are direct- 
ed (I would willingly except the military) come 
with their exhortations, their arguments, and 
their eloquence, to perfuade us to find our inte- 
reft in our undoing. Let Wood and his ac- 
complices travel about the country with cart-loads 
of their ware, and fee who will take it off their 
hands; there will be no fear of his being rob- 
bed \ for a highwayman would fcorn to touch it. 

I am only in pain how the commiffioners of 
the revenue will proceed in this junfture ; be- 
caufe I am told they are obliged by aft of parlia- 
ment to take nothing but gold and~filver in pay- 
ment for his Majefty's cuftoms : and I think they 
cannot juftly offer this coinage of Mr Wood to 
others, unlefs they will be content to receive it 
themfelves. 

The fum of the whole is this : The committee 
advifes the King to fend immediate orders to all 
his officers here, that Wood's coin be fuffered 
and permitted, without any let, fuit, trouble, isfc, 

to 
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to pafs, and to be received as current money by 
fuch as (hall be willing to receive the fame. It is 
probable^ that the firft willing receivers may be 
thofe who miifl receive it whether they will or no, 
at lead under the penalty of lofmg an office. But 
the landed undepending men^ the merchants, 
the (hop-keepers, and bulk of the people, I hope, 
and am almoft confident, will never receive it. 
What muft the confequence be ? the' owners, will 
fell it for .as much as they can get. Wood's half- 
pence will come to be oflFered for fix a penny (yet 
then he will be a fuffiqient gainer) and the ne- 
ceffary receivers will be lofers of two-thirds in 
their falaries or pay. 

This puts me in mind of a paflage I was told 
many years ago in England. At a quarter-fef- 
fion at Leicefter, the juftices had wifely decreed 
to take off a half-penny in a quart from the price 
of ale. One of them who came in after the thing 
was determined, being informed of what had 
pafled, faid thus : Gentlemen, you have made 
an order, that ale fhould be fold in our county 
for three half-pence a quart 5 I defire you will 
now make another to appoint who muft drink 
it : for by G I will not. 

I muft beg leave to caution your Lordfhips and 
Worfhips in one particular. Wood hath graci- 
oufly promifed to load us at prefent only with 
forty thoufand pounds of his coin, until the exi- 
gencies of the kingdom require the reft. I in- 
treat you will never fuffer Mr Wood to be a judge 
of your exigencies. While there is one piece of 
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filver or gold left in the kingdom, he will call it 
an exigency. He will double his prefent quan- 
tum by (lealth as foon as he c^n ; he will pour 
his own raps and counterfeits upon us : France 
and Holland will do the fame ; nor will our own 
coiners at home be behind them. To confirm 
which, I have now in my pocket a rap, or coun- 
terfeit half-penny, in imitation of his ; but fo 
ill performed, that in my confcience I believe it 
is not of his coining. 

I mud now defire your Lord/hips and Worjh'ips^ 
that you will give great allowance for this long 
undigcfted paper. I find myfelf to have gone in- 
to fcveral repetitions, which were the cffcfts of 
hafte, while new thoughts fell in to add fdme- 
thing to what I had faid before. I think I may af- 
firm, that I have fully anfwered eve^y paragraph 
in the report : which, although it be not unart- 
fully drawn, and is perfeflly in the fpirit of a 
pleader, who can find the moil plaufible topics in 
behalf of his client, yet there was no great ikill 
required to dete£l the many miftakes contained 
in it ; which however are by no means to be 
charged upon the Right Hg^ourable Committee, 
but upon the moil falfe, impudent, and fraudulent 
reprefcntations of Wood and his accomplices. I 
defire one particular may dwell upon your minds, 
although I have mentioned it more than once*, 
that after all the weight laid upon precedents^ 
there is not one produced in the whole report ^ of 
a patent for coining copper in England to pafs in 
Ireland ; and only two patents referred to, (for 

indeed 
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indeed there were no more) which were both paf- 
fed in Ireland, by references to the King's coun- 
cil here, both lefs advantageous to the coiner 
than this of Wood ; and in both, fecurities given 
to receive the coin at every caJl, and give gold 
and filvcr in lieu of it. Thi$ demonftrates the 
moft flagrant falfeliood and impudence of Wood, 
by which he would endeavour to make the Right 
Honourable Committee hia inftrjiments (for his 
own illegal and exorbitant gain) to ruin a king* 
dom, which has defervcd quite different treatment. 

I am very fenfihk, that fuch a work as I have 
undertaken might have worthily employed a much 
better pen : but when a houfe is attempted to be 
robbed, it often happens that the weakcft in the 
family runs firft to ftop the door. All the affift- 
ance Fhad, were fome informations from an 
eminent perfon 5 whereof I am afraid I have 
fpoiled a few by endeavburing to make them of 
a piece with my own produdlions, and the reft 
I was not able to manage : I was in the cafe of 
David, who could not move in the armour of 
Saul : and theiefore I rather chofe to attack this 
uncircumcifed Philiftine (Wood I mean) with a 
fling and a ftone. And I may fay for Wood's 
honour, as well as my own, that he refembles 
Goliah in many circumilances very applicable to 
the prefent purpofe : For Goliah had a helmit 
of brafs upon his head, and he was armed with 
a coat of mail, and the weight of the coat was 
five tijoufand fhekels of brafs, and he had greaves 
of brafs upon his legs, and a target of brafs be- 
tween his flioulders. In fliort, he was like Mr 

Vol. III. M m Wood, 
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Wood, all over brafs, and he defied the armies 
of the living God. Goliah's conditions of com- 
bat were likewife the fame with thofc of Wood : 
If he prevail againft us, then fhall we be his fer- 
vants. But if it happens that I prevail over him, 
I renounce the other part of the condition ; he 
(hall never be a fervant of raine ^ fori do not think 
him fit to be truded in any honeft man's (hop. 

I will conclude with my humble defire and 
requeft, which I made in my fecond letter, that 
your Lordjbips and Worjbips would pleafe to or- 
der a declaration to be drawn up, expreifing in 
the flrongeft terms your refolutions never to re- 
ceive or utter any of Wood's half-pence, or far- 
things; and forbidding your tenants to receive 
them; that the faid declaration may be fignedby 
as many perfons as * pofhble, who have edates 
in this kingdom, and be fent down to your fcve- 
ral tenants aforefaid. 

And if the dread of Wood's half-pence (hould 
continue until next quarter-feflions, which I 
hope it will not, the gentlemen of every coun- 
ty will then have a fair opportunity of decla- 
ring againft them with unanimity and zeal. 
/ anty nvith the grentejl refpe^^ 
(may it pleafe your Lordjbips and ivorJbipSy) 
. your moft dutiful and 
obedient fervanty 
Aug. 25. 1724. M. B. 

LET- 

" • A declaration pu'fnant to thit reqneft was fi.^cd 
foon after by the moft confidcratile perfons in this king- 
doiiv which was univcrfaUy fprcad, and of great nfc. 
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L E T T E R IV. 

To the whole People of Ireland. 



M^ dear countrymeny 

HAVING already written three Letters upon 
fo difagreeable a fubjefl: as Mr Wood and 
his half-pence^ 1 conceived my tafk was at an end \ 
but I find that cordials mufl be frequently ap- 
plied to weak conflitutions, political ias well as 
natural. A people long ufed to hardftiips, lofc 
by degrees the very notions of liberty ; they look 
upon themfelves as creatures at mercy^ and that 
all impofitions laid on them by a ftronger hand 
are, in the phrafe of the report, legal and oblir 
gatory. Hence proceed that poverty and lownefs 
of fpirit, to which a kingdom may be fubjeft, as 
well as a particular perfon. And when Efau 
came fainting from the field at the point to die, 
it is no wonder that he fold his birthright for a 
mefsj of pottage. 

I thought I had fuflSciently (hewn to all who 
could want inftruftion, by what methods they 
might fafely proceed, whenever this coin fhould 
be offered to them j and I believe, there hath not 
been f jr many ages an example of any kingdom 
fo firmly united in a point of fo great importance, 
M m z ZM 
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as this of ours is at prefent againft that dcteftable 
fraud. But however, it fo happens, that fome 
weak people begin to be alarmed anew by ru- 
mours induftrioufly fpread. Wood prefcribes to 
the news-mongers in London what they are to 
write. In one of their papers, publiflied here 
by fome obfcure printer (and certainly with a 
bad deCgn) we are told, that the Papifts in Ire- 
land have entered into an aflbciation againft his 
coin ; although it be notorioufty known, that 
they never once offered to ftir in the matter 5 fo 
that the two Houfes of parliament, the Privy- 
oouncil, the great numbers of corporations, the 
Lord-mayor and Aldermen of Dublin, the Grand 
Juries, and principal gentlemen of fcveral coun- 
tieSj are fligmatized in a lump under the name 
of Papijh. 

This impoftor and his crew do likewife give 
out, that by refufing to receive his drcrfs for ftcr- 
iing, we difpute the King's prerogative^ are growti^ 
ripe for rebellion^ and ready to Jhake off the depen-^ 
dency of \tt\2A\A upon the cro'ujn of England. To 
countenance which reports, he hath pubU(hed a 
paragraph in another news-paper, to let us know, 
that the Lord Lieutenant is ordered to come over . 
immediately to fettle his halfpence, 

I iiitreat you, my dear countrymen, not to be 
under the lead concern upon thefe, and tl^ like 
rumours, which are no more than the laft howls 
of a dog differed alive, as I hope he hath fuffi- 
ciently been. Thefe calumnies ard the only re- 
serve that is left him. For furely our continued 

and 
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:^nd (almoft) unexampled loyalty will never be 
called in queftion for not fufFering ourfelves to 
be robbed of all that we have by one obfcurc 
iron^monger. 

As to difputing thtVLXw^ s prer9gativ€, give mt 
leave to explain to thofe who are ignorant, what 
the meaning of that word, prerogative^ is. 

The kings of thefe realms enjoy fcvcral powcfs, 
wherein the laws have not interpofed : fo they 
can make war and peace without the confent of 
parliament j and this is a very grcsit prerogath>e : 
but if the ptrliament do not approve of the war', 
the King mud bear the charge of it out of his o^ti 
purfe 5 and this is as great a check on the crowrf. 
So the King hath a prerogative to coin money 
without confent of parliament ; but he cannot 
compel the fubje^t to take that money, except it 
be flerling gold or fiiver', bccaufe hcrefn he h 
limited by law* Some princes have indeed ex- 
tended thtir prerogative fartherthan the law allow- 
ed them : wherein however the lawyers of fuc*. 
ceeding ages, as fond as they are of precedents^, 
have never dared to juflify them. But to fay tbe 
truth, it is only of late times thzt prerogative hath 
been fixed and afcertained. For whoever reads 
the hiftory of England will find, that fome fon- 
mer kings, and thofe none of the worft, have 
upon fcveral occafions ventured to controul the 
laws, with very little ceremony or fcruple, even 
later than the days of Queen Elifabeth. In her 
reign, that pernicious counfel of fending ba/e 
money hither very narrowly failed of lofing tht 
M m 3 kingdom" 5 



414 The DRAPIER*s LETTERS. 

kingdom ; being complained of by the Lord-de- 
puty, the Council, and the whole body of the 
Englifh here : So that, foon after her death, it 
was recalled by her fucceflbr, and lawful money 
paid in exchange. 

Having thus given you fomc notion of what 
IS meant by the King's prerogativey as far as a 
trade/man can be thought capable of explaining 
it, I will only add the opinion of the great Lord 
Bacon, That, ' as God governs the world by the 
^ fettled lawsof nature, which he hath made, and 

* never tranfcends thofe laws but upon high, ira- 

* portant occafions : So, among earthly princes, 

* thofe are the wifeft and the beft, who govern 

* by the known laws of the country, and feldom- 

* eft make ufe of their prerogative* 

Now here you may fee, that the vile accufa- 
tion of* Wood and his accomplices^ charging us 
•with difputifig the King^s prerogative by refufmg 
his brafs, can have no place 5 becaufe compel- 
ling the fubjedt to take any coin, which is not 
ftcrling, is no part of the King's prerogative ;^and 
I am very confident, if it were fo, we fhould be 
the laft of his people to difpute it, as well from 
that inviolable loyalty we have always paid to 
his Majefty, as from the treatment we might in 
fuch a cafe juftly expe6i fromfome who feem to 
think, we have neither common fenfe^ nor common 
fenfes. But, God be thanked, the beft of them 
are only our fellow-fubje^lsy and not our tnafiers. 
One great merit I am fure we have, which thofe 
pf Engliih birth can have no pretence to^ that 

our 
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our anceftors reduced this kingdom to the obe- 
dience of England ; for which we have been 
rewarded with a ivorfe climate^ the privilege of 
being governed by laws to which we do not con- 
fent, a ruined trade, a Houfe of Peers without 
jurifdlElioriy almoft an incapacity for all employ- 
ments, and the dread of Wood's half-pence. 

But we are fo far from difputing the King's 
prerogative in coining, that we own he hath 
power to give a patent to any man for fctting 
his royal image and fuperfcription upon what- 
ever materials he pleafes ; and liberty to the pa- 
tentee to offer them in any country, from Eng- 
land to Japan, only attended with one fmall li- 
mitation, that no'body alive is obliged to take them* 

Upon thefe confiderations I was ever again (I all 
recourfe to England for a remedy againft the 
prefent impending evil; efpecially when I ob- 
ferred, that the addreffes of both Houfes, after 
long expeftauce, produced nothing but a re- 
port altogether in favour of Wood: Upon 
which I made fome obfervations in a former 
letter, and might at lead have made as many 
more ; for it is a paper of as lingular a nature 
as I ever beheld. 

But I miilake ; for before this report was made, 
his Majefty's mofl gracious aripwer to the Houfe 
of Lords was fent over, and printed; wherein 
are thtfe words, granting the patent for coifiing 
half-pence and farthings y agreeable to the 

PRACTICEOFHISROYAL PREDECESSORS, £5*^. 

That King Charles II. and King James II. (and 

THET 
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THET ONL t) did grant patents for this purpofc, i$ 
indifpu tabic, and 1 have Ihewn it at large. Their pa* 
tents were pailed under the great feal of Ireland, by 
references to Ireland, the copper to be coined in 
Ireland ; the patentee was bound on demand to re- 
ceive his coin back in Ireland, and pay (iiver and 
gold in return. Wood's patent was made under 
the great fcal of England, the brafs coined in Eng- 
land, not the lead reference made to Ireland; the I 
fum immenfe, and the patentee under no obliga- 
tion to receive it again, and give good money for 
it« This I only mention, becaufe in my private 
thoughts I have fometimes made a query, whether 
ihtpenher of thofe words in his Majefty's mo/i gra- 

Ciout anfiver^ agreeable to THE PRACTICE 

. OF His ROYAL PREDECESSORS, had maturely 
confidcred the feveral circumftances, which, in 
my poor opinion, feem to make a difference*. 

Let mc now fay fomething concerning the o- 
thcr great caufe of fomc people's fear, as Wood 
has taught the London news-writers to exprcfs 
it, that Z^/V Excellency the Lord Lieutenant is coming 
ever to fettle Wood's halfpence. 

We know very well, that the Lords Lieute- 
nants for feveral years pafl have not thought 
this kingdom ivorthy the honour of their reftdencty 
longer than was abfolutcly neceffary for the i 
King's bufinefs ; which confequently ivanted m - 
fpeed in the difpatch. And therefore it naturally I 
fell into mofl mens thoughts that a new gover- 
nor, coming at an unufual time, muft portend 

fonie 

* See the note at the end of this letter. 
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fome unufnni bufincfs to be done j efpecially if 
the common report be true^ that the parliament, 
prorogued to I know not when, is, by a new 
fummons revoking that prorogation, to affemblc 
foon after his arrival ; for which extraordinary . 
proceeding the lawyers on t'other fide the water 
have by great good fortune found two precedents. 

All this being granted, it can never enter in- 
to my head, that fo little a creature as Wood 
could find credit enough with the King and his 
minifters to have the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 
fent hither in a hurry upon his errand. 

For, let us take the whole matter nakedly, as 
it lies before us, without the refinements <rf 
fomc people, with which we have nothing to 
do. Here is a patent granted under the great 
feal of England, upon faife fuggeftions, to onef* 
William Wood, for coining copper half-pence for 
Ireland : The parliament here, upon apprcheti- 
fioas of the word confequences from the faid 
patent,' addrefs the King to have it recalled: 
This is refafcd, and a committee of the Privy- 
council report to his Majefty, that Wood had 
performed the conditions of his ■ patent. He 
then is left to do the beft he can with his half" 
pence^ no man being obliged to receive them ;' 
the people here being like wife left to themfelves, 
unite as one man, refolving they will have no- 
thing to do with his ware. By this plain ac- 
-count of the fadl it is manifcft, that the King 
and his miniilry are wholly out of the cafe, and 
the matter is left to be difputed between him 

and 
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and us. Will any man therefore attempt to pen- 
fuade me, that a Lord Lieutenant is to be dif- 
patchcd over in great hafte before the ordinary 
time, and a parliament fummoncd by anticipa- 
ting a prorogation, merely to put an hundred 
thoufand pounds into the pocket of ^Jharper by 
the ruin of a mofl loyal kingdom. 

But fuppofing all this to be true; by what ar- 
gumeiit could a Lord Lieutenant prevail on the 
fame parliament, which addreflcd with fo much 
7eal and earneftnefs againft this evil, to pafs it 
into a law ? I am fure their opinion of Wood 
and his projcft are not mended iincc their laft 
prorogation ; and fuppofing thofe methods ihould 
be ufed, which detraclors tell us have been fome- 
timcs put in practice lor gaining votes, it is well 
known, that in this kingdom there are few em^ 
ployments to be given ; and, if there were more, 
it is as nvell knonvn to whofe (hare they muft fall. 

But, becaufe great numbers of you are altoge- 
ther ignorant of the affairs of your country, I 
. will tell you fome reafons why there are fo few 
employments to be difpofed of in this kingdom. 
All confiderable offices for life here are poflefled 
by thofe, to whom the reverfions were granted ; 
and thefe have been generally followers of the 
chief governors, or perfons who had intereft in 
the court of England 5 fo the Lord Berkley of 
Stratton holds that great office of Majier of the 
Rolls; the Lord Palmerftown is Firjl Remembrati' 
cevy worth near 2000I. per annum. One Dodington, 
fccretary to the Earl of Pembroke, begged the 

rcverfion 
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Tcvcrfion of Clerk of the Pells^ worth 2500/ a-ycar, 
which he now enjoys by the death of the Lord 
Newtown. Mr Southwell is Secretary of State, 
and the Earl of Burlington Lord High Treafurcr 
of Ireland by inheritance, Thefe are only a few, 
among many others, which I have been told of, 
but cannot remember. Nay, the reverfions of 
feveral employments during pleafure is granted 
the fame way. This, among many others, is a 
circumllance, whereby the kingdom of Ireland 
is diftinguifhed from all other nations upon earthy 
and makes it fo difficult an affair to get into a 
civil employ, that Mr Addifon was forced to 
purchafe an old obfcure place, called keeper af 
the reeords in Bermingham's tonvtr^ often pounds 
a-year, and to get a falary of 400/. annexed to it, 
though all (the records there are not worth half- 
a-crown, either for curiofity or ufe. And we late- 
ly faw * 2i favourite fecretary AaiccnditohQ Mafler 
of the Reve/sy which by his credit and extortion he 
hath made pretty conftderable. I fay nothing of 
the uuder-treafurerfliip, worth about 9000/. a- 
year, nor of the commiffioners of the revenue, 
four of whom generally live in England ; for I 
think none of thefe are granted in reverfion. But 
the jefl is, that I have known upon occafion 
fome of thefe abfent officers as keen againft the 
intereft of Ireland, as if they had never been in- 
debted to her for a /ingle groat, 

I confcfs I have been fometimes tempted to 
wifh, that this projefl of Wood might fucceed; 

becaufe 

* Mr Hopkinf,. fecretarj to the Duke of Graftom. 
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becaufe I reflected with fomc pkafurc, wkit a 
j$Uy crew it would bring over among us of hrds 
and yquiresy and penftoneps of hothfixes^ and offi* 
cers civil and military^ where we (hould live to- 
gether as merry and fociable as beggars; only 
with this one abatement, that we fliould neither 
have meat to feed, nor manufa£iurgs to cloth us, 
linlefs we could be content to prance about in 
coats tf mailf or eat hrafsj as oftrichcs do iron. 

I return from this digreflion to that which 
gave mc the occafion of making it ; and I believe 
you are now convinced, that if the parliament 
of Ireland were as temptable as any Qth^r affemUy 
within a mile of Chriitendom, (which God fiof. 
bid) ; yet the mnnagers muft o| necefiity fail for 
want oitoo/s to work with. But I will yet go one 
ftep further, byfuppofing, that a hundred new 
employments were erefted on purpofe to gratify 
compilers : Yet ftill an infuperable difficulty 
would remain. For it happens, I know not 
how, that money is neither JV^ig nor Tory^ neither 
of town nor country party ; and it is not improba- 
ble, that a gentleman would rather chufe to live 
upon his own ejlate^ which brings him gold and 
Jilvery than with the addition of an employment^ 
when his rents and falary muft both be paid in 
Wood's brafs, at above eighty /^r cent, difcount. 

For thcfe, and many other reafons, I am con- 
fident you need not be under the leail apprehen- 
(ions from the fudden expcftation of^ihe Lord 
Lieutenant* y while we continue in our prefent 

hearty 

• Lord Carteret^ n*w Earl Granville. 
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hearty difpofition, to alter which no fuitahlc 
temptation can poflibly be offered. And if, as I 
have often afFerted frbm the bed authority, the 
Ia*w hath not left a power in the crown to force 
any money, except fterling, upon the fubjedt ; 
much lefs can the crown devolve fuch a />ow^r up- 
on another. 

This I fpeak with the utmoft refpeft to thc 
per/on and dignity of his Excellency the Lord Car- 
teret, whofe charafter was lately given me by a 
gentleman, that hath known him from his firft 
appearance in the world: That gentleman de- 
fcribes him as a young man of great accomplilh- 
ments, excellent learning, regular in his life, 
and of much fpirit and vivacity. He hath fince, 
as I have heard, been employed abroad ; was 
principal fecretary of ftate •, and is now, about the 
thirty-feventh year of his age, appointed Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland. From fuch a governor 
this kingdom may reafonably hope for as much 
prosperity as, under fo many difcouragements^ it 
can be capable of receiving. 

It is true indeed, that within the memory of 
man there have been governors of fo much dex- 
terity, as to carry points of terrible confequencc 
to this kingdom, by their power with thofe ivly 
are in ojffice ; and by their arts in managing or 
deluding others with oaths ^ offability^ and even 
with dinners. If Wood's brafs had in thofe times 
been upon the anvil y it is obvious enough to con- 
ceive what methods would have been taken. Z?^- 
pending perfons would have been told in plain 

Vol. III. N n terms. 
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terms, * l^at it was a fervice expe£led from tbexH 
« under the pain of the public bufincfs beixigput 

< into more complying hands*' Others wooU 
be allured by promijes. To the country gentUnuui^ 
bcfides gfjod nvords^ Burgundy^ and clafeljingy it 
might perhaps have been hinted, how « kindly 

* it would be taken to comply with a royal pa- 

< tent, although it were not compulfory :' That 
if any inconveniencics cnfued, it might be made 
tip with other |T-a<:^.f or favours hertafttr : That 

< gentlemen ought to confider, whether it were 

* prudent or fafe to difguft England :' They 
would be defired to * think of fcMwe good biUs 

* for encouraging of trade, and fetting the poor 

* to work; fome further a£bs againft Popeiy, 

* and for uniting Proteftants.' There would be 
folcmn engagements, that we fhould * never be 

* troubled with above forty thou fa od pounds in 

* his coin, and all of the bed and weightieft fort, 

* for which we fhould only give our manufac- 

* tures in exchange, and keep our gold and filler 
« at home.' Perhaps * a iieafonable report of 

* fome invafion would have been fprcad in the 

< mod proper junfture ;* which is a great fmootb*- 
«r of rubs in public proceedings : And we fhouM 
have been told, that < this was no time to create 

* differences, when the kingdom was in danger.' 

Thefe, I fay, and the like methods, would in 
corrupt times have been taken to let in this de- 
Juge of hrafs among us. And, I am confident, 
even then would not have fuccecded ; much left 
under the adminiilration of fo excellent a perfon 

as 
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^sthe Lord Carteret : and ina country where 
the people of all ranks, parties, and denomina- 
tions, arc convinced to a man, that the utter un-^ 
doing of themfelves and their pofterity for ever, 
"W'iil be dated from tlie admiffion of that exe- 
crable coin; that if it once enters, it can be no laiore 
confined to a fmall or moderate quantity, than ^ 
plague can be confiiied to a few families ; and thafc 
«o equivalent can be given by any earthly powcfj^ 
any more than a dead carcafe can be recovered ta 
life by a cordial. 

There is one eomfortable circumftance in thia 
univcrfal oppofition to Mr "Wood, that the peo- 
ple fent over hither from England to Jiil up our 
vacancies^ ecclefiaftical ^ civile and miliiaryy are all 
on our fide. Money^ the great divider of the 
world, hath by a ftrange revolution been the great 
uniter of a mod diiyided people. Who would 
leave a hundred pounds a-ycar in England (ct 
country of freedom) to be paid a thoufand in Ire- 
land out of Wood's exchequer ? The gentUnian 
they have lately made pri$jtati *, would never 
quit his feat in an Englilh Hou£e of Lorda, jind 
his preferments at Oxford and Briftol, wotth 
twelve hundred pounds a-year, for four timei^ 
the denomination here, but not half the value ^ 
therefore I expeft to hear he will be as good an 
Irilhman, at leaft upon this otte article^ as any of 
his brethren, or even of «/, who have bad the 
misfortune to be born in this illand. For thofe 
who, in the common phrafe, do not cgme hifher 
N n a /a 
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to learn the language, would never change a bet- 
ter country for a worfc, to receive hra/s inflead of 
gold. 
f Another flander fpread by "Wood and his 
cmiflaries if, that by oppol'ing him we difcover 
an inclination to Jhaie off our dependence upon the 
crown of England. Pray obferve how important 
a perfon is this fame William Wood ; and how 
the public-weal of two kingdoms is involved in 
his private intcreft. Firft, all thofe who refufc 
to take his coin are Papijis : for he tells us, that 
none hut Papifts are affociated againjl him. Se- 
condly, they difpute the King^s prerogative. Third- 
ly, they are ripe for rebellion. And, fourthly, 
they arc going iojhake off their dependence upon the 
crown of England ; that is to fay, they are going 
to chufe another king ; for there can be no other 
meaning in this expreflion, however fome may 
pretend to drain it. 

And this gives me' an opportunity of explain- 
ing to thofe who arc ignorant, another point, 
which hath often /welled in my hreafi, Thofe 
'who come over hither to us from England, and 
fome weak people among ourfelves, whenever in 
difcourfc we make mention of liberty zn^ proper' 
tyy Ihake their heads, and tell us that * Ireland 
is a depending kingdom; as if they would fecm by 
this phrafe to intend, that the people of Ireland 
are in fome ftate of flavery or dependence diffe- 
rent from thofe of England ; whereas a depend- 
ing kingdom is a modern term of art, unknown, as 

I 
* See tlie note at the end oftliis letter. 
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I have heard, to all ancient civilians ^ and writers 
upon government ; and Ireland is, on the contrary, 
called in fome ftatutes an imperial crown, as 
held only from God -, which is as high a ftyle as 
any kingdom is capable of receiving. Therefore 
by this cxpreflion, a depending kingdom, there 
is no more to be underftood, than that, by a 
ftatute made here in the thirty-third year of 
Henry VIII. < the King, and his fucceflbrs, are 

* to be kings imperial of this realm, as united 

* and knit to the imperial crown of England.' 
I have looked over all the Engliih and Irifh 
(latutes, without finding any law that makes 
Ireland depend upon England, any more than 
England doth upon Ireland. We have indeed 
obliged ourfelves to have the fame king with them; 
and confequently they are obliged to have the 

fame king with us. For the law was made by 
ct4r own parliament : and our anceftors then 
were not {\iQhfooh (whatever they were in the 
preceding reign) to bring themfelves under I 
know not what dependence^which is now talked of, 
without any ground oi law, rcafon, or common fenfe. 
Let whoever think otherwife, I, M. B. drapier, 
defire to be excepted : For I declare, next un- 
der God, I depend oxAy on the King my fovereign, 
and on the laws of my own country. And I 
am (o far from depending upon the people of 
England, that, if they fliould ever rebel againft 
jftiy fov<;reign, (which God forbid), I would be 
ready at the firft command frcm his Slajefty to 
take arms againfl them., as fome of my country- 
N n 3 men 
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men did againft tieirs at Prefton. And if fuch 
m rebellion fliould prove fo fuccefsful as to fix 
the Pretmder on the throne of England, I would 
Tcnture to tranf^-^fs xSizt Jlatute fo far, as to 
lofe every drop of my blood to hinder him from 
being king of Ireland *. 

It is true indeed, that within the memory of 
man the parliaments of England have fometimes 
afl'umed the power of binding this kingdom by 
laws enabled there ; wherein they were at firft 
openly oppoicd (as far as truths reafon^ ^ndjujlice 
are capable of cppo/ingj by the famous Mr Moli- 
neux, an Englifh gentleman bom here, as well 
as by feveral of the greateft patriots and hj} 
Whigs in England ; but the love and torrent of 
power prevailed. Indeed, the arguments on 
both (ides were invincible. For in reafan^ all 
governmentf without the confent of the governed^ 
is the strjdejimtion ofjlavery. But in fafl, * ele- 

• ven men well armed will certainly fub^ue one 

• fmgle man in his fliirt.' But I have done: For 
thofe who have ufed power to cramp liberty^ have 
gone fo far as to refent even the liberty of com* 
plaining ; although a man upon the rack was ne- 
ver known to be refufed the liberty of roaring as 
loud as he thought fit. 

And as we are apt Xojlnh too much under un* 
reafonable fears, fo we are too foon inclined to be 
raffed by groundlefs ho;)es, according to the na- 
ture of all cotifumptive bodies like ours. Thus it 
hath been given about for feveral days part, that 

fomebodj 

* ThU paragraph gave great ofience. See letter V. 
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fimehady in England empowered a i^citiAfimebodf 
to write to a third fomebody here to afiure* U6^ 
that wcjbould no more be trvubUd with ihafe half^ 
pence. And this is reported to have been done 
by the * fame per/on^ who is faid to have fworn 
feme months ago, that he would ram them down 
their throat t^ (though I doubt they would ^V/t iff 
bur Jlomachs ) : But which-ever of thefe reports 
be true or falfe, it is no concern of ours. Eor 
in this point we have nothing to do with Engliih 
minifiers: and I (hould be forry to leave it in 
their power to redrefs this grievance, or to en- 
force it ; for the report of the committee hath given 
me zfurfeit. The remedy is wholly in your own 
hands J and therefore I have digreited a little, in 
order to refrefh and continue thatj^/W/ fo fea- 
fonably raifed amongfl you; and to let you fce^ 
that by the laws of God, of nature, of na* 
TiONS, and of your country, you are, and 
OUGHT to be, as FREE a people as your brethren 
in England. 

If the pamphlets publifliedat London by Wood 
''and his journeymen in defence of his caufe, were 
reprinted here, and that our countrymen could 
be perfuaded to read them, they would convince 
you of his wicked defign, more than all I {hall 
ever be able to fay. In (liort, I make him a per- 
fe£^ faint in comparifon of what he appears to 
be from the writings of thofe whom he hires 
to juflify his project. But he is fo far majler of 
thejieldy (let others guefs the reafon) th^t no Lon- 
don 
• Mr "Walpolc, afterwards Earl of Orford. 



428 The DRAPIER's LETTERS. 

don printer dare publifli any paper written i» 
favour of Ireland : and here no-body hath yet 
been fo bold as to publifh any thing in favour 
of him. 

There was, a few days ago, a pamphlet fenf 
me of near fifty pages, M^ritten in favour of Mr 
Wood and his coinage, printed in London : It 
is not worth anfwering, becaufe probably it will 
never be publifhed here. But it gave me occa- 
fion to reflect upon an unhappinefs we lie under, 
that the people of England are utterly ignorant 
of our cafe ; which however is no wonder, fmce 
it is a point they do not in the lead concern 
themfelves about, farther than perhaps as a fub- 
jecl of difcourfe in a cofFee-houfe,when they have 
nothing elfe to talk of. For 1 have reafon to 
believe, that no minijler ever gave hinifelf the 
trouble of reading any papers written in our de- 
fence, becaufe I fuppofe their opinions are aU 
ready determined^ and are* formed wholly upon 
the reports of Wood and his accomplices; elfe 
it would be impollible, that any, man could have 
the impudence to write fuch a pamphlet as I have 
mentioned. 

Our neighbours^ nvhofe imderjiandings are jujl 
tipon a level with ours (which perhaps are none of 
the brightefl) have a ilrong contempt for mod 
nations, but efpecially for Ireland. They look 
npon us as a fort oi favage\x\^^ whom our ance- 
flors conquered feveral hundred years ago. And 
if I (hoUld dcfcribe the Britons to you as they 
were in Csefar's time, when Xhtj painted their bo^ 

dieSf 
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dies, or clothed themf elves with the Jk ins of heajis^ 
I fliould a£l full as reafonably as they do. How- 
ever, they are fo far to be excufed in relation to 
the prefent fubje6l, that hearing only one ftde of 
the eaufe^ and having neither opportunity nof 
curiofity to examine the other^ they believe a Hi 
merely for their eafe j and conclude, becaufe Mr 
Wood pretends to \i2iVQ power , he hath alfo rea-' 
/on on his fide. 

Therefore, to let you fee how this cafe is fc- 
prcfented in England by Wood and his adherents, 
1 have thought it proper to extraft out of that 
pamphlet a few of thofe notorious falsehoods, in 
point oifaSf and reafoningy contained therein, the 
knowledge whereof will confirm my countrymen 
in their own right fentiments, when they will 
fee, by comparing both, how much their enemits 
arc in the wrong, 

Firft, the writer pofitively aflerts, ^that Wood's 
^ half-pence were current among us for feveral 

* months, with the univerfal approbation of all 

* people, without one fingle gainfayer ; and we 

* all, to a man, thought ourfelves happy in ha- 

< ving them.' 

Secondly, he affirms, * that we were drawn 

* into a diflike of them only by fome cunning, 

* evil-defigning men among us, who oppofed 

* this patent of Wood to get another for them- 

< felves.' 

Thirdly, that * thofe, who moft declared at firft 

< againft Wood's patent, were the very men who 

< intend to get another for their own advantage.* 

Fourthly^ 
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Fourthly, that ^ our parliament and priTy-cewin- 

* cil, the Lord- may or and aldermen of Dublin, the 

* grand juries and merchants, and in (hort the 

* whole kingdom, nay, the very dogs (as he cx- 

* pre lie th it) were fond of thofe half-pence, till 

* they were inflamed by thofe few defigning pcr- 

* fons aforefaid' 

Fifthly, he fays dirc£ily, that « all thofe who op- 

* pofed the half-pence, were Papifts, and enemies 

* to King George.* 

Thus far, I am confident, the moft ignorant 
among you can fafcly fwear from your own know- 
ledge, that the author is a nioft notorious liar ift 
every article ; the direft contrary being fo ma- 
nifeft to the whole kingdom, that, if occafion 
required, we might get it confirmed under jf-uf 
hundred thoufand hands. 

Sixthly, he would perfuade us, that f if tr'^ 

* fell five (hillings worth of our goods or manu- 

* fa£^ures for two (hillings and four-pence worth 

< of Copper, ahhoujih the copper were melted 

< down, and that we could get five (hillings in 
« gold and filver for the faid goods ; yet to take 

* the faid two (liillings and four-pence in copper 

< would be greatly for our advantage.' 

And, lailly, he makes us a very fair >»ffer, as 
empowered by Wood, that < if we wiU take off 
« two hundred thoufand pounds in his half-pence 
« for our goods, and likcwife pay him three per 
« cent, intereft for thirty years for an hundred 

* and twenty thoufand pounds' (at which he com- 
putes the coinage above tlie intriafic value of the 

copper) 
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copper) * for the loan of his coin, he will after 

* that time give us good money for what half- 
« pence will be then left-' 

Let me place this offer in -as clear a light as I- 
can, to fhcw the infupportable villainy and impu- 
dence of that incorrigible wretch. Firft (fays he) 

* I will fend two hundred thoufand pounds of 
« my coin into your country : The copper I com- 
"* pute to be, in real value, eighty thoufand 
« pounds, and I charge you with an hundred and 
« twenty thoufand pounds for the coinage ; fo 

< that you fee I lend you an hundred and twenty 

* thoufand pounds for thirty years ; for which you 

* ftiall pay me three per cent, that is to fay, three 

< thoufand {vl hundred pounds ^^r afinum^ which 
« in thirty years will amount to an hundred and 

* eight thoufand ponnds. And when thefc thirty^ 

* years are expired, return me my copper, and I 

* will give you good money for it.* , 

This is the propofal made to us by Wood in 
that pamphlet written by one of his commijfton^ 
ers ; and the author is fuppofed to be the fame 
infamous Coleby, fyvac of his uti der-f wearers at the 
commitiee of council^ who was tried for robbing the 
ireafury here^ where he was an under-ckric. 

By this propofal lie will firft receive two Hun- 
dred thoufand pounds, in goods or ftcrling, for 
as much copper as h« values at eighty thoufand 
pounds, but in reality not worth thirty thoufand 
pounds. Secondly, he will receive for intereil 
an hundred and eight thoufand pounds : and 
-when our children 4»m^ thirty years hence to re- 
turn 
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turn his half-pence upon his executors, (for before 
that time he will be probably goiie to his ovjn 
place)^ thefe executors will very reafonably re- 
jeft them as raps and counterfeits, which they 
will be, and millions of them of his own coinage. 

Methinks I am fond" of fuch a dealer as this, 
who mends every day upon our hands like a Dutch 
reckoning, wherein if you difpute the unreafon- 
ablenefs and exorbitance of the bill, the landlord 
fliall bring it up every time with new additions. 

Although thefe and the like pamphlets, publifh- 
€d by Wood in London, are altogether unknown 
here, where no-body could read them without 
as much ifidignation as contempt would allow ; yet 
I thought it proper to give you a fpecimen how 
the nun employs his time, where he rides alone 
without any creature to contradift him ; while 
OUR FEW FRIENDS there wonder at our filencc: 
And the Englilh in general, if they think of this 
matter at all, impute our refufal to wilfulnefs or 
dijaftciion^ juft as Wood and his hirelings are 
pleafed to reprefent. 

But although our arguments are not fufFered i<i 
be printed in England, yet the confequence will 
be of little moment. Let Wood endeavour to 
perfuadc the people there, that we ought to re- 
ceive his coin ; and let me convince our people 
here, that they ought to rejeB it, under pain of 
our utter undoing \ and then let him do his hejl 
and his ivorji. 

Before I conclude, I mufl: beg leave, in all hu- 
mility, to tell Mr Wood, that he is guilty of great 

indifcretion^ 
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indlfcretion^ by caufing fo honourable a name as* 
that of Mr Walpolc to be mentioned fo often,, 
&nd in fuch a manner, upon this occafipn* A 
(hort paper, printed at Bri{lol,,and reprinted hcre^ 
reports Mr Wood to fay, that he wonders at tha 
impudence and injolence of the Irifli in refitfing his 
coin J and what he will do when Mr Walpole comes^ 
to town. Where, by the w^y, he is miftaken ; for 
it is the true Englifh people of Ireland who refufc 
it, although we take it for granted, that the Irifli 
will do fo too whenever they are afked. In ano- 
ther printed paper of his contriving it is roundly 
cxpreffed, that Mr Walpole will cram his braft 
down our throats. Sometimes it is given out, that 
we muft either take thofe half -pence or eat our 
brogues : And in another news-letter, but of 
yeflcrday, we read, that the fame great man iatb 
fworn to make us f wallow his coin infire^halls. 

This brings to my mind the known (lory of a 
Scotchman, who receiving the fentence of death 
with all the circumilances of hariging^ beheadings 
quartering^ embowelingj and the like, cried out. 
What need all this CooKERY ? And I think WQ 
have rcafon to a(k the fame queftion \ for, if we 
believe Wood, here is a dinner getting ready for 
us ; and you fee tlie bill of fare ; and I am forry 
the dr'iuk was forgot, which might eafily be. fup* 
plied with melted lead ^ud faming pitch. 

What vile words are thefe to, put into the 
mouth of a great counfcllor, in high truft with 
his Maje{ly,and looked upon as a prime minifter ? 
If Mr Wood hath no better a manner of repre-. 
fcntiug his patrons, when I come to be z great 

Vol. III. O o man^ 
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many he iliall never be fufJered to attend at ray 
levee. This is not the ftyle of a great miniller; 
it favours too much of the kettle and the furnaccy 
and came entirely out of Wood's Jorge. 

As for the threat of making us eat our brogues^ 
•we need not be in pain ; for if his coin fliould 
pafs, that ufipolite covering for the feet would no 
longer be a national reproach ; bccaufe then we 
{hould have neither fjoe nor brogue left in the 
kingdom. But here the falfehood of Mr Wood 
is fairly detefted \ for I am confident Mr Wal* 
pole never heard of a brogue in his whole life. 

As to fivalloHving thefe half-pence infre-ballsy it 
is a flory equally improbable. For, to execute 
this operation, the whole (lock of Mr Wood's 
coin and metal muft be melted down, and 
moulded into hollow balls with ivild-frey no big- 
ger than a rcafonable throat may be able to fwal- 
low. Now, the metal he hath prepared, and 
already coined, will amount to at Icaft fifty mil- 
lions of half-pence to he fwallowedhv a million and 
an half of people ; fo that, allowing two half- 
pence to each ball, there will be about feventeeii 
balls of wild- fire a-piece to be fwallowed by e- 
"f ery perfon in the kingdom ; and, to adminifter 
this dofe, there cannot be conveniently fewer 
than fifty thoufand operators^ allowing one ope- 
rator to every thirty; which confidering the 
fqueamip^nefs of fome flomachs, and tht peevijlj- 
nefs of young children, is but rcafonable. Now, 
under correftion of better judgments, I think 
the trouble and charge of fuch an experiment 
would exceed the profit \ and therefore I take 

this 
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tins report to be fpurious, or, at leaft, only a 
newfchemeof MrWoodhimfelf ; which, to make 
It pafs the better in Ireland, he would father 
upon a minijler ofjlate. 

But I will now demonftrate, beyond all con- 
tradiclion, that Mr Walpole is againft this pro- 
je^ of Mr Wood, and is. an entire friend to Ire- 
land, only by this one invincible argument, that 
he has the univerfal opinion of being a wife man, 
an able minifter, and in all his proceedings pur- 
fuing the true interejl of the King his majler : and 
that as his integrity is above all corruption j fo is 
h\s fortune above all temptation. I reckon there- 
fore, we are perfe£llv fafe from that corner^ and 
fliall never be under the neccffity of contending 
with h formidable a poivery but be left to poflefs 
our brogues and potatoes in peace, as * remofi 
from thunder as nve are fronC Jupiter. 

I am^ my dear countrymen^ 
your loving fellowfubjeSl^ 
fellow-fujferer^ and 
humble fervantf 
OQ.. 13. 1724. M. B. 

• Pr^cul a Jove, protul a fulmint. 

Upon the arriral of Lord Carteret, foon after the pu- 
blication of thi> letter, the parages from which this 
note is referred to were felc<fled as fufficient ground for 
profecution, and a proclamation was publiflied by his Ex- 
cellency and Council, offering a reward of three hondred 
pounds for difcovcring the author. H^rding the printed 
Avas imprifoned, and a bill of indicftment was ordered to 
be prepared againft him ; which gave occaiion to the fol- 
lowing paper. 

O o 2 Seafonable 
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Searonahle Advice to the Grand 
Jury, concerning the Bill preparing 
againft the Printer of the prece- 
ding Letter. 

SINCE a hill is preparing for the grand.jurj to 
find againft the printer of the Drapier's laji 
letter^ there are feveral things maiturely to be 
confide red by thofe gentlemen before they deter- 
mine upon it. 

-F/r/?, They are to confider, that the author 
of the faid pamphlet did write three other dif- 
courfes on the fame fubjeft, which, infiead of 
being cenfured, were univerfally approved by 
the whole nation, and were allowed to have rai- 
fed and continued that fpirit among us, whicli 
hath hitherto kept out Wood's coin ; for all men 
will grant, that if thofe pamphlets had not been 
written, his coin muft havie over-run the nation 
fome months ago. 

Secondly^ It is to be confidcred, that this pam- 
phlet, againft which a proclamation hath been 
iflued, is written by the fame author : That no 
body ever doubted the innocence and goodneft 
of bis defign ; that he appears through the whole 
tenor of it, to be a loyal fuhjeEi to his Majefty, 
and devoted to the Houfe of Hanover, and de- 
clares himfelf in a manner peculiarly zealous a- 
gainft the Pretender. And if fuch a writer, in 
four feveral trcatifes on fo nice a fubjedl, where 
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•-k\!5oyal-. patent is concerned, and where it wa4 

' 'ri;d(;ef]^r y to fpeak of England and of liberty^ 

-.^j^uld in one or two places happen to let fall an 

iteirfvefteilt exprcflion, it would be hard to con-- 

.;-^^ti him after all the good he hath done ; efpe- 

>cta}ly when we confider, that he could have no 

f^jp^Hlbledcfign in view, either of honour or profit, 

f^f.pttifcly the good of his country. 

i^''0^}^^h> ^^ ought to be well confidcred, whe- 

J: flie^ .2fny one expreflion in the faid pamphlet be 

5%«3tllJ^i4iablc to a juft exception, much lefs to be 

:fii^T^^ wicked, malicious ^ f editions^ refieEling upon 

'"'^^i^Majefty and his minijlryy &C. 

^V/?Tii(E;'two points in that pamphlet, which it is 

^-fei^jCfi^ p.rofecutors intend chiefly to fix on, arc, 

*lfitft,, ^vhcre the author mentions the penner of 

J^^ ffing's anfwer. Firft^ it is well known \i\% 

-W^.afl:^ is not mafter of the Englifh tongue; and 

^^E^fSf^iyr^ itiis neccflary that fome other perfon 

T^^^tfict^.^employed to pen what he hath to fay, 

. ^^^w^iiteTo- that language. Secondlyy his Majefty^s 

j>ft^fee^;jj^dt in the firft perfon, but in the third. 

-1^0:5 jq<^riaid, We are concerned, or ouA 

.^pY^^'t FIIEDECESSORS; but HIS MAJESTY /> 

^^^?t'Ti^^iiJ J^:kI /6/> ROYAL predecessors. By 

*iwliich ;it is plain, thefe are properly not the 

..-vijrtis of hi? Majefty; but fuppofed to be taken 

•ftom'him, and tranfmitted hither by one of his 

^mSbiifers. Thirdly, it will be eafily feen, that 

t^. author of the pamphlet delivers his fenti- 

m£nts upon this particular with the utmoft cau- 

:?- ir- ; O o 3 tion 
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tion and rcfpc£i, as any impartial reader will 
©bferve. 

The fccond paragraph, which it is faid will be 
taken notice of as a motive to find the bill, is 
what the author fays of Ireland's being a depen- 
dent kingdom : He explains all the dependence 
he knows of, which is a law made in Ireland, 
whereby it is enacied, that 'whoever is king of 
^n^znAJhall he X'/«^ £/* Ireland. Before this tmy 
planation be condemned, and the bill found 
upon it, it would be proper that fome lawyejTs. 
Ihould fully inform the jury what other law there 
is, either ftatute or common, for this dependency; 
and' if there be no law, there is no tranfgreilion.. 

The fourth thing very maturely to be confi- 
dered by the jury, is, what influence their find- 
ing the bill may have upon the kingdom: The 
people in general find no fault in the Drapier's 
laft book, any more than in the three former ;i 
and therefore when they hear it is condemned* f>j 
a grand jury of Dublin, they will conclude it is' 
done in favour of Wood's coin : They will thlitk. . 
we of this town have changed our minds, andin^ 
tend to take thofe half-pence; and therefore that 
it will be in vain for them to (land out*: So that 
the queftlon comes to this, which will be of tfe6 
worfl confcquence ? to let pafs one or two ex- 
preflions, at the word only unwary, in a book- 
written for the public fervice ; or to leave a free 
open pafTage for Wood's brafs to over-run us, by 
which we fliall be undone for ever. 

The fifth thing to be confide red is, that the 

members 
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members of the grand jury, being merchants nnd 
principal fliop-keepers, can have no fuitable temp- 
tation offered them, as a recompence for the 
mifchief they will do, and fuffer by letting in 
this coin ; nor can be at any lofs or danger by 
rejecting the bill. They do not expe61: any em- 
ployments in the ftate, to make up their own 
private advantages by the deftruftion of their 
country ; whereas thofe, who go about to advife^ 
entice^ or threaten them to find that bill, have 
great employments, which they have a mind to 
keep, or to get greater ; as it was likewifc the 
cafe of all thofe who figned the proclamation to 
have the author profecuted. And therefore it is 
known, that his Grace the Lord Archbifhop of 
Dublin, fo renowned for his piety, and wifdom-^ 
and love of his country, abfolutely refufed to 
condemn the book or the author. 

Lajllyy It ought to be confidered, what con- 
fequence the finding the bill may have upon a 
poor man, perfeftly innocent \ I mean the prin- 
ter. A lawyer may pick out expreflions, and 
make them liable to exception, where no other 
man is able to find any. But how can it be fup- 
pofed that an ignorant printer can be fuch a 
critic? He knew the author's defign was honcft, 
and approved by the whole kingdom : He advifed ' 
with friends, who told him there was no harm 
in the book, and he could fee none himfelf : It 
was fent him in an unknown hand; but the 
fame in which he received the three former. He 
and his wife have offered to take their oaths, 

that 
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that they knew not the author. And therefore 
to find a bill, that may bring punifhment upon 
the innocent, will appear %tery hard^ to fay no 
vorfe. For it will be impoflible to find the au- 
thor, unlefs he will plcafc to difcover himfclf •, 
although I wonder he ever concealed his name: 
But I fuppofe, what he did at firft out of mddefty, 
he continues to do out of prudence. God pro- 
te£l us and him. 

I will conclude all with a fable afcribcd to De- 
mcfthenes. He had ferved the people of Athens 
with great fidelity in the ftation of an orator \ 
when upon a certain occafion apprehending to be 
*!elivcrcd over to his enemies, he told the Atho 
nians, his countrymen, the following (lory: 
Once upon a time the nvolves defired a league 
with the peep^ upon this condition, that the 
caufe of llrife might be taken away, which was 
the Jhepherds and majliffs : This being granted, 
the ivolveSf without all fear, made havock of the 
Jijeep. 

November ii. 1724. 

An 

Csflcs of tbfs p per -were djflrihutcd to every perfon of 
tni grand' jury the evtning before the I ill was to be exhihttei ; 
"tcho, probably for the rcaforjK coutaif.ed in it, refnfcd to fd 
the bill ; upon -which the Lord C',)iif J u dice Whitfoed^ wf? 
had prtfidcd at a former profccution of the Dean's printer *, 
tUfcb.irgid them in a r.-.gc. The following extr.,d nuis fo9fi af- 
ter publ'-Jhcd, to JhtHf the ilhg ility of this proceedirg ; and :h; 
t:ext grand jury that tvas errpannelled, made the fulfqucnt 
pre ft fitment again]} all the alettors of JVcod's projiCl, oiC. 
Sec letter to Lord Molefworth, vol. IV. 

• See the firft note prefixed to the propofal for the fole 
nfe of Iriih manufaclurcs, ia this Yoluine. 
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An extraft from a book, intitled, An exaEl coU 
UBion of the debates of the Houfe of CsmmcnSy 
held at Wefminjler^ OB. 21. 1680, p. 150. 

RESOLUTIONS of the Houfe of Commons 
in En gland y Nov, 13. 1680. 

SEVERAL pcrfons being examined about the 
dif miffing a grand jury in Middlcfex, the 
Houfe came to the following rejolutions : 

Refolvedy That the difcharging of a grand 
jury by any judge, before the end of the term, 
affixes, or feffions, while maters arc under their 
confideration, and not prefentedj is aruitrary, 
illegal, deilrudlive to public juftice, a manifeft 
violation of his oath, and is a means to fubvert 
the fundamental laws of this kingdom. 

Refolved^ that a committee be appointed to ex* 
amine the proceedings of the judges in Weft- . . 
minfter-hall j and report the fame, with their '^ 
opinion herein, to this Houfe. 

Lord Chief Juftice VTiitHicd, for hi«,rondiidV, deferwd 
to have been impeachej by the Ho^Xe of Commona; bc- 
caufe the difToIving of a grand jury by any judge before 
the end of the term, afiizes, or fcflici^s, while matters are 
under their confideration, and not prefented, is arbitral, 
illegal, deftru(5live to public juftice, a manifcft violation 
of his oath, and is a means to fubvert the fundamental 
la^rsof the realm. But as the Houfe of Commons forbore 
to execute their vengeance upon t We Chief Juftice, Swift 

fcizcd 
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feizeil upon him as a prey, l^flied him, and worried him 
out ot'allhispaticiicr, I y many fare aftic epigrams, fqnibs, 
and other fevere re'ijcllons upon his unworthy demea- 
nor, until at lail he hjCrimc odious and ridiculous to the 
Mholc kinotloni. Ncitlu-r could his death, which hap» 
pcned fooii aftii-, a-)p;aic thr ven«;;cance of the inccnfcd 
patriiit. For SmI;'., rtfwlvj.io to niake him an example 
to ail future a«»es, purficJ him into the regions of the 
dead, and it>npled him with Aut)us the acci'fer of Socra- 
tes. Such indeed was at la'.t the facrifice that poor un- 
fortunate Whitlhed became to the refeniment of Dr Swift* 
•—See iwiti's poem$concernin«r W hitflied, vol. Vlll. aif*^ 
Afiiort vtL-uf oflreLtid; an»i. An anf-wcr to a meMerij]^ 
in vol. IV. See tlfo, Tot. lift uud cburuifct of Dr Siv/ft,' 
vol. IX. D. Swift. 



The PRE3r:;TMENT of the Grand 
Jury of ihc county of the city of 
Dublin. 



\T Hereas feveral great quantities of bafc 
V nietil coined, commonly called Wood's 
half»pencc, have been brought into the port of 
Dublin, and lodged in feveral houfes of this city, 
with an intention to make them pafsclandeftinely 
among his Majelly's fubjefts of this kingdom ; 
notwithftanding the addreffes of both Houfes of 
parliament, and, fhc privy-council, and the decla- 
rations of moft 9f the corporations of this city 
' againft the faid coin : And whereas his Majefty 
has been gracioufly pleafed to leave his loyal fub- 
je^^s of tliis kingdom at liberty to take or refute 

the faid half-pence : 

Wc 
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We the Grand jury of the county of the city 
of Dublin, this Michaelmas term 1724, haying 
entirely at heart his Majefly's intereft, and the 
welfare of our country, and being thoroughly 
fenfible of the great difcouragements which trade 
hath fuffered by the apprehcnfions of the faid 
coin, whereof we have already felt the difmal 
efFefts ; and that the currency thereof will incyi- 
tably tend to the great diminution of his Ma- 
jefty's revenue, and the ruin of us and our pofte- 
rity, do prefent all fuch perfons as have attempt- 
ed, or fhall endeavour by fraud, or otherwife, to 
impofe the faid half-pence upon us, contrary to 
his Majefly's mod gracious intentions, as ene- 
mies to his Majefty's government, and to the 
fafety, peace, and welfare of all his Majefty's fub- 
jefts of this kingdom 5 whofc affections have 
been fo eminently diftinguiihed by their zeal to 
his illullrious family b,iiore his happy acceflibn 
to the throne, and by their continued loyalty 
ever fince. 

As we do, with all juft gratitude, acknowledge 
the fcrvice of all fuch patriots^ as have been emi- 
nently zealous for the intcreil of his Majelly and 
this country, in detecting the fraudulent impofi- 
tion of th^" fciid Wood, a?id prcvcntinj^ the pafling 
of his h 10 coin ; fo we do, at the Lw.v^ time, de- 
c\,v:c. f iir abhorrence anil d:;tcilauioii of all reflcc- 
tior.s en his Majcfty and his government ; and 
that ^^■■.• : re-! ready with our lives and fortunes to 
(kfcuo his Moft Sacred Majefty againft the Pre^ 

tend:r^ 
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unutr^ and all his Majcfly's open and fecrct ene» 
inict> both at home and abroad. 

Given under our hands at the Grand-jurj cham* 
ber, this 28ih of November 1724. 



George Forbes, 
William Empfon, 
Nathaniel Pearfoni 
Jofeph Nuttall, 
William Aflon, 
Stearn Ti^;he, 
Ri-hard Walker, 
Edmond French, 
John Vereilles, 
Philip Pearfon, 
Thomas Robins, 
Richard Dawfon, 



David Tew, 
Thomas How, 
John Jones, 
James Brown, 
Charles Lyndon^ 
Jerom Bred in, 
John Sican, 
Anthony Bninton, 
Thomas Gaven, 
Daniel Elwood, 
John Brunet. 



7he preceding paper was ptiblifljed ahotti a month 
after the proclamntion ivas ijftied^ ^ff^^^-^^g ^ reward 
rfl^o L for the difcovering the auihor of the Dra- 
fields furth Utter. 
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